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in the*Holy Land, by Facardinc, the brave and fa-i 
*mous Emir of Sidon, with whom joined fome othei^ 
difcontentcd Baffas and Beys of Egypt *, but Amu- 
rat, fending powerful forces againft them, reduced 
them to their duty. Afterwards, enticing Facardinc 
to Conftaiitinople, the old Emir went accordingly 
with forty thoufand men at hisjlicels, who encamp¬ 
ed at a diftance from the city; but at length, truft- 
ing too much to Sultan Amurat’s alllirements and 
fair promifes, he ventured fo far into the Grand Sig- 
nior's clutches, that h8 was itrangled. This our Spy 
defcants upon in feveral letters. 

Next followed tRe taking of Ravan by the Perfi- 
ans, which was accompanied by the rebellion of the 
Beglerbeg of Greece ; at which time there raged a 
deftrudive plague at Conftantinople. In this. year 
our Spy came to Paris. Much about the fame time, 
the Perfians routed the Turks before Babylon, and 
forced them to raife the fiege. 

Amurat was fo enraged with thefe reiterated ill fuc- 
cefles, that, collecting together a mighty army, he 
^ led them in perfon to the walls of Babylon, and laid 
clofe fiege to that city, rcfolving never to return to 
Conftantinople till he had won that important place, 
which he accordingly did, with an infinite (laughter 
of the Perfians. Our Spy fpeaks much of tliis 
fiege, fometimes extolling the bravery of Schach 
Abbas, King of the Perfians, at other times mag- 
,nifying the valour of Amurat. 

The Grand Signior, returning from this fuccefs- 
ful campaign, entered Conftantinople in triumph f 
and being puffed up with^his victories, gave the reins 
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^to his palTion, committing a tlioufand exorbitancies 
iand cruelties. At length he died of a fever, which' 
he got by cxceflive drinking of wine and fpirits, to 
which he had much addi£led himfelf. 

Ibrahim, brother to Amurat, fucceeded in the 
throne, a prince vt'holly given over to the amours 
of women; yet he commenced that long and tedi¬ 
ous war with the Venetians, which coft fo much 
money and blood on both fides, which lafted above 
twenty years, and which was not ended till the fur- 
render of Candia,*the chief ftity of the ifland bear¬ 
ing that name, which confummated the conqueil of 
the whole ifle. • 

The occafion of this war is related varioufly. Our 
hiHories aflirni, that it was begun on the account of 
Sultan Ibrahim’s fon being taken captive by the 
Knights of Malta, who was afterwards educated in 
that ifland, became a monk, and, for difl:in£fion 
fake, in regard of his fuppofed extraction, was call¬ 
ed Padfe Ottomanno, or Ottoman Father. Our Spy 
contradicts all this, and fays he w'as only the fon of 
a female flave belonging to the Seraglio, there being 
no account to be had of his father. 

Ibrahim being tranfported. with an extravagant 
lull after w'omen, and having debauched the mufti’s 
daughter, the mufti, wdth the Grand Vifler, and 
fome other baflas, confpired againft him, drawing 
his own mother into the plot. At length he was 
feizedj^depoitd, and, after fome days confinementt 
growing mad, he was ftrangled in his priron,‘.and 
his fon Mahomet IV. afeended the throne; a prince 
addicted mere to huntings and the pleafurel of a 
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count|;y life, than to war, or love of women ; whence^ 
it was, that he fpent moil of his fummers in fome 
delightful folitude, where the agreeable ^fliaJcs pf the 
trees, the purling dreams, and harmony of birds, 
invited him as to an earthly paradife. Yet this hin¬ 
dered not the Grand Vificr froni profecuting the 
wars in*Hungary, Dalmatia, Candia, and elfcwhere, 
as there was o^afion. . Of all which things, our 
Spy gives hints in his Letters, according to their pro¬ 
per feafons. 

To draw towards a* conclufion. The reader of 
thefe Letters may obferve, that our Spy in fome of 
them makes mention of feveral papers and journals 
which came to his hands; and of one which he 
wrote himfelf in the academies, wherein is contain¬ 
ed the hidory of his youth, with the mod memor¬ 
able adventures which befel him in that part of his 
life. 

* But, among foreign journals, he feems to put the 
mod value on thofe of Carcoa, Pedeli Hali his bro¬ 
ther, and Ifouf his coufin. The fird of thefe was a 
private agent for the Grand Signior at Vienna, who 
lived fome years there after our Spy came to Paris, 
and held a dri£l correfpondcnce with him, by order 
of the Turkifh Divan, as appears by fevefal letters 
in the id and 2d Volumes ; but at length dying, 
his journal and other papers were fent by his fuc- 
celTor to our Spy, with a ring, which Carcoa had 
bequeathed him as a legacy and token of his iilvio- 
lable friendihip, even to death. 

. ™his journal, as wc may gather from fome of 

* our Spy*s*letters, contains copies of all the difpatch- 

Vol. /. ^ . 
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I'es uhicl. Ccircoa feiit to tlic niiniilers of the forte, 
‘cluving liis rcfidence at Vienna, with fome of their ’ 
letters to hinj. In thefe, as we may farther coUe<Sl:, 
h couched a hnlory of all the mofl; remarkable tranf- 
aflioiis in Europe, with parallel occurrences and e- 
vciits in the Ealf, from the year 1600, or therea¬ 
bouts, to the year 1^552, at u hich lime.Carcoa died. 
Our Spy, bcfidcs other cqmmen^tions which he 
gives this journal of Circoa, particularly celebrates 
it in one of his Lift letters to Nathan Ben Saddi, a 
Jew’at Vienna. At the firreceipt of that journal, 
he feiu an aniwcr to Nathan, which begins thus: 

“ Thy letter, uitli Carcoa’e journal, is come fafe to 
my hands, and the ring which he bequeathed me,” 
&c. And a little after, he fa)s, “ His memoirs will 
be of girat fcrvicc to me, containing a more accu¬ 
rate hiflory of the German Court, from the year 
1600 to the time of his death, than I have yet fecti 
extaut. I am not unacquainted with relations of this 
kind,” &c. Vol. II. Book I. Letter XXXI. page 78. 
But in the very laft letter he wrote to that Jew, he 
gives this journal yet far higher encomiums, praifing 
the elegance and fucciiuClnefs of the ftyle, the foli- 
dity of the matter, and the great ufefulnefs as well 
as delightfulnefs of both 5 as may be fecn more at 
large in Vol. VIII Book IV. Letter XVI. page 250. 

The fecund journal is that of Pefteli Hali, brother 
to oui Spy, and a great traveller in Afia. At his 
return to Conftantinople he was made mafter txf the 
cuftoms, and fuperintendant of the arfenal there. 
His jouriial contains an accurate account of his Ira-^ 
vels through Syria, Arabia, Perfia, India*, China,* 
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Tartary Georgia, Circaifia, Mingrelia, &c. witl|^ 
choice remarks and obfervations on the divers reli¬ 
gions, laws, cuftoms, and forms of govcmmant, 
whiAi he found among fo many people of different 
nations ; as alfo fcveral ftrange and pleafant adven¬ 
tures that happened to him on the roads, and in ci¬ 
ties; the cfcapes he made from robbers, and his 
intrigues with the Perfian and Indian ladies; all 
which our Spy profefles he took great delight to read. 
In a word, according to the chara^ler which he gives 
of this journal, we may believe that it contains ma¬ 
ny ufeful and pleafant memoirs, in hiflory, philofo- 
phy, morality, and the politics. 

As for the journal of Ifouf, his coufin, we may 
conclude, from feveral letters in our Spy, that it dc- 
ferves much the fame character, onlj^ with this ad¬ 
vantage, that befides his travels through all, or moft 
of the forementioned countries in the Eaft, he adds 
an account of his journeys through the South, having 
vifited the chiefeft regions of Afric; and Mahmut 
appears particularly pieafed with this laft part of his 
journal, as containing narratives of countries to 
which he was wholly liien a ftranger. In a word, 
upon the reading of this journal, he conceived fo 
great an affection for Ins coufin Ifouf, the author of 
it, that he recommends him to his brother reileli 
Hali, and to one ot the hafKis, as a man dcierving 
the Sultan’s favour, and feme preferments fuitaolc 
to his abilities, which may be a iufHeteiit gr.iiiul for 
us to believe, tiiat this journal was wot ftufte ' with 
vain romantic fables and empty Tifles, out that it 
had fomething in it extraordinary and iliuflnous. 

h 2 
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I If therefore the publifticr of thefe volumes; who 
has been at great expcncc and pains in endeavouring 
t%retricve the fald journals, ftiould ever be fo happy 
as to fucceed in his attempt, he promifes himfelf that 
the publication of the faid journals will be a work 
both ufeful and acceptable to the world. 
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INTERPRETATION 

OF SOME 

TURKISH AND ARABIC WORDS 

VThich may fecm Obfcure and Unintelligible either in thefe Let- 

ters or in their Titles. 

0 

Aaraf, a place of prifons j purgatory, or ajnld-reccp- 
tacle of fouls between paradife and hell, according 
to the do6lrine of the Turks. 

Allah, the name of Ood. 

Bass A, a title of honour given to governors of provin¬ 
ces, and privy^ counfeUors of the Grand Signior. 
Berber Aga, the Grand Signior’s barber. 

Beit, a lord. 

Beglerbeg, lord of lords, A title equivalent to our 
dukes and princes. 

Bostangi, a gardener. 

Cadilesquer, a lord chief-juftice. 

Cadi, a judge, or juftice of the peace. 

Caliph, a prince, or high prieft. 

Chan, a duke. 

Cheik, a lawyer. 

Cheriff, a prince. 

Chiaux, a bailiff, or ferjeant. 

Core AN, a Mahometan facnfice of fliecp, which being 
killed and cut in pieces, are diftrlbuted to the poor. 
Dervisf, a religious man. 

Dev, a governor. 

Divan, the Grand Signior’s privy-council ; alfo a raif-il 
ground m a hall, or any other toom of a houfe. 
Dunalma, a feftival, or rojal holiday. 

Emir, a lord. 

^ 3 
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^ESTA, the fentehce which the mufti gives in the ^deter¬ 
mination nf any caufe brought before him* 

HarnA} the treafury. 

Haroda, the royal chamber. 

Hasnadar Bass If chief treafurer to the Grand Signior. 
Hodgia, a do£lor of laws. 

HoLBAGif a confe£lio&er. 

iMAUMf a minifter, or clerk of a church* 

Janisar AcAf general of the janizaries. 

Kaimacham, a depaty-Iieutenant, or governor of a city* 
The Grand Vifier^s Vicegerent. By way of excel¬ 
lency, it is appropriated to him who governs Con- 
ftantinople in the Grand Vifieris abfence. 

Kiaya Bey, lord-lieutenant of the janizaries. 

Mandarin, a governor of a province, or a lord. 
Minaret, a turret, or fteeple of a mofque. 

Mirzah, a general. 

Mollah, a do£lor or preacher. 

Mur GERMAN, a carrier or muleteer. 

Mussulman, ofMoselman, a true belicycr, one refign- 
cd to God. This title the Mahometans arrogate to 
themfclves, as the only elcdl of God, in their own 
conccitb. 

^^ABOB, a lord. 

Omrah, a colonel, or lord. 

Rlis ErriNDi, a fecrctary of Hate. 

Sy'NTONPj.a holy man. 

Si LiCTAR Aga, the Iword-bearer to the fultan. 

Sj ra'^^tilr, a gcneial of an army. 

SoLACK and Saick, fodtmen, 

Multan, a king or emparor. 

Tetti rder, lord-treafurer. 

ViiiER Azem, the I'lrft minifter of date. 



TO THE READER. 


I HERE offer you a book written by a Turk, whoCe 
matter is as in(l:ru£^ife and delightful as the manner 
of finding it was ftrange and furprifing. 1 do not 
doubt but yo^ would know where it was written, 
and perhaps whether the author be living, and whe¬ 
ther you muft expe£l a romance or a real hiftory. 
Hear then in ftiort what ^ill fully fatisfy you. 

The curiofity of feeing P^is made a man of iet- 
ters leave Italy in the year 1682, where being ar¬ 
rived, he found fuch diverfioiis as caufed his ftay 
longer than he intended. 

Scarce had he been two months in Paris, when, 
by changing his lodging, he difeovered, by mere 
cliance, in a corner ot his chamber, a great heap of 
p^per^j, which fcenicd more fpoiled by dull than 
time. 

He was at firll furprifed to fee notliing but bar¬ 
barous characters, and was upon the ^point of leav¬ 
ing them without any farther fearchi if a Latin fen- 
tence, which he perceived on the lop of a kaf, had^ 
not detained him : 

XJbi amatur, non laboratiir; et fi 
] ciboiamr, labor .imatur. 

b 4 
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The furprifc of r<the Italian was yet greater, when 
stfter havir^ confidered thefe ehara^rs with more 
attention, -he found them to be ^Arabic, whi<^ lan^ 
guage was i^ot altogether unknown to him, whiich 
made him look more iiarrowly into them, whi^e he 
found that they treated of affairs of (late \ that thejr 
contained relations of'war and 'peace; '^nd difeourfed 
not only of the affairs of France, but of thofe of all 
Cbriffendom, till the year 1682. 

The iCUrious Italian was in no fmall im^patienee to 
know how and where thefe memorials had been^writ- 
ten, and by what adventure they came to lie fo nO* 
gle£ted in a corner of his chamber; but before he 
further informed himfelf, he thought it expedient to 
tranfport thefe manuferipts into another hobfe^ as a 
place of greater fecurity. # 

He afterwards queffioned his landlord, ^ith great 
precaution, concerning the papers, and he informed 
him even to the lead circumdances. 

He told him, that a dranger, who faid he was a 
native of Moldavia, habited like an eccleiiadic, great¬ 
ly dudious, of fmall daturc, of a very coarfe counte¬ 
nance, but of furprifing goodnefs of^life, had lired 
long at his houfe *, that he caitie to lodge there in the 
year 1664, and had daid eighteen years with him •, 
that being gone abroad one day, he returned no more, 
and they had no certain news of him fince: He was 
about feventy years old, had left fome manuferipts 
which nbbody underdood, and fome moneys, which 
was an argument that his'departure was not preme¬ 
ditated. 

He added, that he had always a lamp, day and 
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night*, burning in hi» chamber; had but fete tliove^ 
abliP9, only foiufi booksi 'a fmall 
Xacitas, and the Alcoran, wkh the jJiflure of Maf- 
famello^ whom he praifed verf much, calling hint 
the Mofes of Naples. faid farther, that this 
ftrjinger’s greated friend, and whom' he faw often, 
was a tnan which mod people took for a faint, fome 
for a Jew, and others fufpe^ed to be a Turk: Ac¬ 
cording to the landlord's report, he cam^to Paris in 
the year id^7, theing then but 2^ years of age $ at 
he had lodged*with a Fleming •, he tr^ht 
tep to court ^ moneys never failed him; he had 
friends, and paded for very learned. As for hU end, 
this man thinks he died miferably, it -being fufped^- 
ed.that he had been thrown ^nto the river. 

The Italian, being fulEciently' indru£ied by what 
he..had heard, applied lum&lf to the dudy of the 
Arabian language, and, as he had already fbme know¬ 
ledge in it, he quickly learned enough to tranikttt^ 
thefe mauufciipts, which he undertook a while* af¬ 
ter i and he examined widt care the truth of what 
the Moldavian had written, confronting tlie events 
he met with the.hidories of thofe times; and to fuc- 
ceed the better, fearched the mod approved memo¬ 
rials, having had accefs into the cabinets of princes 
and their miniders. 

Thefe letters contain the mod conliderable intrigues 
of the court of France, and the mod remarkable 
tranfadlions of Chridendom,. which have bcfkn fent 
to feverai officers of the Ottoman court. 

By^ thefe may be known the pcrfpicacity of this 
agent of the Turks, and by him iffie prudence of 

^ 5 
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thofe that coitimand m that natian, who chof<f (the 
hbtter to pt^rietrate into the afFaira Chriftiant). a 
man who could not be fufpefled by his exterior, who 
was deformed, but prudent and adviled, and, fof the 
better concealing him, deflined his ordinary abode 
in one of the greateft and moil; peopled cities qf Eu¬ 
rope. * 

During his being at ParLs, which was £orty>five 
years, he has been eye-witnefs of many great changes, 
has feen the death jaf two great nunifters of ftate, 
hasr feen that kingdom involved in war, without and 
within. He was fcarce fettled in Paris, but he was 
witncfs to the birth of a king, who furpalTed thofe 
that preceded him, in a time when the queen’s bar- 
rennefs caufed the king her hulband to defpair of 
ever having a Ton that fhould fucceed him. 

During the courfe of fo many years, he hath feen 
cities revolt, and return again to the obedience of 
their fovereign, princes of the blood make war a- 
gainft their king, and Queen Mary de Medicis, wife, 
mother, and mqjfherdn-iaw ^ame of the greatefk 
kings in Europe, die in exile in Cologne. 

^ He fpeaks frankly qf the princes of Chridendom, 
and eiqilains his fentifttenits with liberty : He faith, 
the Emperor commands'prlnces, the King of Spain 
men, and the King of France fees men, and even 
kings obey his orders; ha adds, that the firft com- 
matuls and prays, the fecond fees oft times more ef- 
feded than he commanded, and that the third com¬ 
mands many brave foldiers, and is well nigh obeyed 
by crowned heads. There appears no heat or, ani- 
irtofity in him, in what he writes againft the pope. 
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In cKleoUrrm^ of the Emperor King of Spoiti^^ 
he hyB, that both of them having provinces^ of fuClk 
vaft extent, they are not much concerned at the Mes 
they fuftain. 

He believed that England was more powerful than 
the empire and Spain at Tea y he apprehended more 
the counfels of the republic^ of Venice than their 
arms; he magnifies what pafTed in the wars of Can¬ 
dy, which the Venetians fupported wiTh fo much 
bravery againft the forces of the Ottoman empire: 
The Genoefe with him are perfect chemifts; he 
fpeaks of the kATplague, and laft war that this cbm- 
'monwealth had been affli£ted with he touches 
fomething of the late confplracy againfl the date by 
Raggi' and Tome \ and to fhow that he underftood 
their hiltory, he hy's ibmewhat of Vachero -and 
Balin. 

Thou wilt fee, reader, by the progrefs of the work, 
what this fecret envoy of the Ottoman Porte thou^t 
of the other princes of Italy^and thofe of the North. $ 
and I- have drawn his pi6:ure, bec^pCe thou mayeft 
underftand better what 1 give thee of him*. 

This Arabian (for he declares himfelf in his writ¬ 
ings to have been of that nation) having been taken 
and made a Have by theGhtlftianS) was brought into 
Sicily, where he applied himfelf to learning t he ftu- 
died logic in his captivity, and applied liiinfelf RHich 
to hiftory j he overcame them by fufibring with pa¬ 
tience the blows of his mafter, who often *beat hina 
for endeavouring to acquire thofe lights which this 
brute had not; and finally, after much labour, gieat 
aj&duity, and long* watchings, he came, as he writes 
• ' h 6 
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to underftand Greek and Latin aulhors<s he 
hkd commerce afterwards with the beil mailers^ and 
during his fojourning in the French court, he joined 
experience to the knowledge he had acquired. ^ ^ 
He explains himfelf neatly^ and fpeaks of things 
with-great franknefs: His ilyle (hows a great liberty 
of fpirit, and never pATion ; and if it appear that he 
accommodates himfelf to tlie faftiion of the court, 
one may fee that it is not cut of dciign to pleafe, 
but that he wifely conforms himfelf fometimes to the 
genius of nations. * 

Thou wilt find in his letters wit and learning : If 
fometimes he appears tart, it is to (how his vivacity^ 
pot difcblige j and he appears all over fully inftru^- 
ed ^ ancient and modern biftory : He is .very re<^ 
ferved when he blames, and feems perfuaded when 
he {iraifes : When he fpeaks to the great men of the 
Forte, his ftyle is very grave, and he changes when 
he,writes to meaner perfons : He never tells news 
(that he is not afTured of, nor thinks of divining things 
that feem obfcure to him. < 

He gives rare leflbns when .he writes of the revo¬ 
lutions of Catalonia, the kingdoms of Naples, Por¬ 
tugal, and England, which happened, in our days, 
with fir^ge circutnftances# -terrible murders, and the 
death of a potent king, martyred by his own fubje^s 
upon 0 f(^fibld.before.his own door. 

Hq weijlt}is much the Duke o£ Guife’s hard)r refo^ 
lutii^of going to Naples to fuccour the revolted 
riicre} and he reafons not as a barbarian, but like an 
able ftatefman and wife phllofopher, on the rife and 
ruin of ilatesjt he always difeourfes with liberty. 
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and what he fays is filled with folid and' agveeahle 
thoughts: Heipcaks fonietimes of the cruelty and 
tyranny of the Turks, of the violemie of the imniv 
fters of the Forte, and upon the precipitated death 
which many of the Sultans, Baifas, and Vihers are 
forced to fiiifer v but this language is only to his 
friends and confidents. * 

-However, though thefe letters be neither 'Greek 
nor Latin, nor written by a Chriftian,They contain 
nothing of barbarous; and though the ignorant be in 
great numbers amon^fi the Turks, there are yet men 

great underftanding that write the annals of the 
Ottoman empire^ though they are not eafily come by; 
for their books not being printed, they fcarce ever 
reach us. We may notwithflanding believe, that a- 
mongft this nation, that we term barbarous, there are 
great and wife captains, good men, and learned au¬ 
thors ; as we have amongfi us generals without con* 
du£l, hypocritical votaries, and ignorant fellows that 
pretend to be mailers. 

To juftify what I afiirm of the Turks, let us but 
confider their victories, which have gained them fo 
many kingdoms, their power at fea,-their exaflnefs 
to punilli crimes, and to reward merit. As for 
printing, they would never endure it amongll them: 
A. Grand Vifier’s judgment of it was remarkable, 
which Ihows rather'^eir prudence than any effe£l of 
their ignorance. A famous printer of Holland, by 
reli^on a Jew, came to-Conftantinople, •bringing 
preiies with him, with charaflers of all forjts of 
idioms, particularly Arabic, Turkilh, Greek, ahd 
Ferfian letters, with defign to introduce, the ufe of 
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prmtmg into that great city ; as foon as the Vifier 
was informed of it, he caufed the Jew to be hang> 
ed) and broke aH his engines, and millions of eha- 
ra^icts which he had brought, declaring It would be 
a great cruelty, that one man ftiouH, to enrich himr 
felf, take the bread out of the mouths of eleven thou- 
fand feribes, who gained their livings at Conilati- 
tinoplc by their pens. " 

Perufe, gentle reader, what I offer, without fear 
of tiring thyielf, or .being deceived^ As Chriftiaa 
authors thhfik of nothing ordinarily, but of writing 
panegyrics in hopes of reward, we have reafon to be¬ 
lieve not to find all the truth in their works} intereft 
and paflion do often make good princes pafs for ty¬ 
rants, and unjuft and cruel princes are fometimes 
transferred to pofterity for models of juftice and cle¬ 
mency* This occaffona hiftoriea, which iffue from 
fo corrupt a fource, to ferve like a pitched field for 
modern writers, where thfe one and the other com¬ 
bat for the deftru^iion of truth, the one falfcly rc- 
‘ pottihg what they have heard, and the other by as 
badly reprefenting the things they feem to witnefs. 
Moft princes will have thehr altars, and then it is no 
wonder if there are priefts found to facrifice to f^lfc- 
hood, and idolatets to icfoce the ftatue of truth. 

There Is no general that will not always feem con¬ 
queror, and ‘princes never confefs their Ioffes, which 
occafions a confuffon, and the a£l:ion8 of men do 
thereby become doubtful. 

How many times have wc foen both the viftors 
and vanquiihed make bonfires for their fucceifes ? 
And^ in Out days we have known the French rejoice^ 
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:)nd* the Spaniards and Germans Ting their Te Deunii 
for the fame thing. , ^ ' 

As we are, perhaps, now lefs j^ufl than in ages 
paft, it is difficult to write things as they are, parti¬ 
cularly during the lives of princes, whofe hiftory 
cannot be written, without fear, nor the truth faid 
without danger. For thefe reafons, wc ought not to 
queftion the credit of our Arabian, who reports with 
liberty what came to his knowledge; befides, he be¬ 
ing an univerfal enemy to Chrillianity, and a con¬ 
cealed one, neither difobligcd or gained by any, pd 
religiouily true to his prince, whom he adores as a 
divinity, it cannot be imagined that he fays any thing 
for fear or favour. 

As thefe relations have been rCad with attention, 
and diligently examined, we may be allured of an 
exa6: hiltory, abounding in confiderable events; and 
this hiftory being feparated into letters, as the au^ 
thor wrote them, the reader may read them without 
* repining: If he will not iicknowledge the tranila- 
tor’s pains, let him at lead receive the labours of a 
dead man with civility^ one that never dreamt his 
memorials would be printed, and that fenred his ma- 
ftet faitlifully. *, ^ 

Thefe fentiments made him exa£kly follow that fen- 
tence of St. Auftin, found in the front of his works; 

, • ' , I ‘ i' 

Where love is, there is no labour; and if there he labour, the« 

labour is loved. 

k 

The tranflator hath thought fit to retrench fome 
ceremonies and proud titles of the eaftern peo^e $ 
what is reprefent^ here^ is Iq a lan^ar ftyle, (ueb 
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as the ancient Latins ^ nfed in their writing# to their 
cofifuls, dilators, and emperors themfelves ; and, if 
the tranilation not elegant as the Arabic, do not 
accufc the author, feeing it is not poflible to reach 
the force and beauty of the original. 

Have, moreover, fome refpe^t for the memory of 
this Mahometan ; for, 'living unknown, he was fafe 
from the infults of the great ones, fo that he might 
write truth without danger, which ordinarily is dif- 
gulfed by fear or avarice, naving {till reported the 
tranfaftions of Chriftians with ntf lefs truth than elo¬ 
quence. 

If what 1 have faid cannot fatisfy the curious, ex¬ 
pert‘^the reft of thefe letters, which will be found 
full of great a^^bns, profitable Inftruflions, an4 good 
morals. Thank God, however, who raifes men that 
employ themielves in vanquiihihg ignorance and klle- 
nefs. And in rendering juft ice to Mahmut, a paf- 
fionate flave for the intereft of his mafter and the 
truth, hs^ve fome goodnefaTor the tranilator, who, 
being born free, acknowledges no mafter but God, 
his king, and his reafon. 
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A SPY AT PARIS. 


'book I. 

LETTER I.— Mahmut the jirahianf ttnd P^tleJ of the 
Grand Slgntor^s Slavesj to HasnadarbaseY) Chief 
Treafurer to his Highnefs at Corflantinopie, 

I HAVE at length finilhed my journey, after one hundred 
and forty daye march, airiving at Paria the 4th of thia 
prefent moon, according to the Chriftians ftyle. I made 
no ftay la Huagaty, yet fojoumed one<iatid-forty days at 
Vienna, where t obferved all the motions of that court) 
according as 1 was ottdered | of which I Ihall not now. 
fpeak, having g^ven a foil account to the ever invincible 
VifierAzem. Being hut newly arrived, Ifoarce knodr, 
any body, aad am as littlit known myfelf. I have Alter¬ 
ed my hair'to grow a llttl# beldtr my ears; and as to ny 
lodging, it is in the houfo of an old Flying, w'liei« 
ray room is fo finally that jealoufy itfolf can fcarce entefC 
And beeaufe I wil^ have no enemy near me, I will there* 
foreadmk of no femm. 

Being of low ftabiTC, of an flhfoyoured countenaneet 
^ ihapee^ and hynetnrd sot given to talkativcnefs, t 
ihall tl^ better conceal myfelf. Inftead of my name, 
Mahm&ihc Arab«ii| 1 have taken on me that of Tims 
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tlie Moldavian; and with a little caflbck of black ferge, 
Which is the habit I have chofen, I make two figures, 
being in hcar^what T ought to be, but outwardly, and 
In appearance, ^ never intend. 

Carcoa at Vienis^furnifhes me with bread and water* 
fupplying me with enough to live, and I defire no 
more. The eggs here are dearer than pullets with you. 
It is to him that I will addrefs my letters. 

EUachim the Jew came to fee me, who feems to be 
Ibfficiently informed of what pafies in the world, and 
will b^ an ufeful man to me : Yel I will never truft him 
more than I need. Although I have a difpenfation from 
the Mufti for lying, and iaife oaths w'hich 1 lhall be 
obliged to make, yet 1 have ilill feme qualms on my 
mind. However, our fovereign mull be ferved, and I 
can commit no fin as long as this is my foie end. As 
for the intelligence which 1 fhall fend, none ihall. come 
from me but what is true, unlcfs 1 be firft deceived my- 
frlf. 

It will be hard for me to mention any thing confider- 
Bihle of a city which is not to be viewed in one day, I 
having been there but feven. It is peojdcd like the bor¬ 
ders of the fea with fand, the inhabitants lodging to the 
.very cockdofts, and houfes are jbtult on the bridges. 

7hi8:great city is divided by a river, and both parts 
<]f it are joined by a great bridge of ftonc, well built 
^nd very ftately. In the midil of it is feen- an horfe of 
brafs* with the fratue of Henry IV. which bcArides it; 
whofe heroic adriont have juftly fumamed him The 
Great; and he feems ftiH to command this capital of the 
kingdom. The other bridges, being full of houfes» are 
pot feen ; appearing as if they had been made for the 
city, not the river. ft 

The king’s palace is an ancseat building, yct^etams a 
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certain majeftyi which denotes the grandeur of its mafter: 
within it appears a defart, for the court is always abro&d> 
or in the army. • J 

A churchman, termed at Rome a-Oiiffinal, is the prin* 
cipal miniiler of ftate; his name ^Armand du PlefTis, 
Cardinal of Richlieu. He is efte<Jmed a great politician, 
a man of wit and action, and every way fitted for the 
place he holds. 

All the people make vows to heaven, that their king 
may become a father; for the qdeen has been bantn 
thefc many years. • * * i 

1 go into the churches as a Chriftianand when 
feem attentive to their myfteries, 1 hold our facred Alco¬ 
ran in my hands, addreifing my ptayers to our holy Pro¬ 
phet ; and thus behaving myfelf, I give no offence. I 
avoid difputes, mind my own concerns, and do nothing 
which may endanger my falvation. 

Preierve thy health, and expe£i to hear from me as 
oft as the intereft of our great and mighty monarch Ve- 
quires, who is the mailer of my life and affedlions. 

I make thee no prefent of my fervices, for they bo de¬ 
voted to that lord whofe ikve thou art, as well as* I. 
The letters I write {ok the future, ihaU be dire£ied''to 
the minifters of the Divan. * ^ 

Live with the piety a good Muffulman,' ahd the 
prudence of kn able miniffer,*^ and ^eferve the tre^re 
as thine own heart, which (thou knowei) is the laft cx« 
pirlng. 

Paris, ixth of thf pth Moon, of the Yesir 1637, 
according to the ChrilUaa ffyle. 
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( II.— To the fame Hasnadarbassy. 

I HAD too go^d'an opinion of myfelf, and did not fuf- 
liciently confider^**' whom I wrote, when I attempted, 
in fo little a time, IR;' give thee an account of the court 
of France, and how this king lives. An old Arabian 
was wont to fay, ** To have a perfefli knowledge of 
things, we mull know them more than once, and forget 
them thrice, to the end that learning them a fourth time 
they may become perfeAly our own.*' This will inllru£l 
me how to write to my friends herehftet; not as I under* 
Hand affairs, but as they ought to be underdood; foi^ 
once well done, is better than twice ill done, 

I think I may fay, the Spaniards want ground them- 
felves, by taking an handful from others. Two-and* 
twenty of their galleys, with fomc other fmall velfels, 
have taken two fmall idands, named St. Margaret's and 
St. Honorat's, which lie over againft Provence, and are 
barren and unprofitable places, and wIH ferve to little 
purpofe unlefs hr ports ; and it is sdfo a queflion, how 
long they wiH hold theiru 

Tbe war betwixt thefe two nations is IP e to conti* 
«nie, ei^eciaUy from the death of the two Italian princes, 
Viftor Amadc, Duke of Savoy, and Charles Gonzaguc, 
Duke of Mantua. 

1 believe it an cffii£l of Providence, that thefe two na¬ 
tions know not their own intereft, or knowing it, ncglcA 
it. Heaven is more kind to us; for, as our empire 
tranfeends all others in flrength and greatnefs, fo it does 
in unity' and concord; bf which means, it is in our 
power to make war, or live in peace. The Chriftians 
never confider the advantage they lofe, and the good 
they may acquire, by attacking of us, whom tl^ yet 
hate, and treat as Barbarians. * 
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TBIhe ArcKbifliop of Bourdeaux is at prcfent gen^’al of 
the Flench naval forces; who, though a,prieit, is fet 
permitted to turn tarpaulin and foldier.. '^or my part, I 
tinderiland jnot how a prelate of his ran^ can forfake his 
flock, his altar, and his function, if vj^at the Chriftians 
fay be true z but that is nothing ti/tis ; and the King of 
France being fo enlightened a prince, and employing 
him as he does, he m'vdt needs be a good ieainaa and 
foldiet:. 

To fay no more in this matter; ** for princes, of what 
religion foever tl^y are always Vacred, and not to be 
approached but with refped, feeing tlieir doings lie aliove 
the reach of a common capacity.’* 

I would fain hear of the Grand Si|gnior*B health; for 
when he is well, all the world is fo to me, and without 
him I am nothing. 2. wiU not write fo foon to the Grand 
Vifler, being deflrous to write what paffies here with more 
eauu^oefs. 

*1 

I am in this place like a man loft in coafuflon ; for 
this town £eems rather a province than a city. All is 
hurry and noife, every body brufhing about after at^on. 
The men, for the moft part, are for martial exploits, ci¬ 
ther at (ea or land ; and as to the women, they are not 
idle, employing themfdives, as becomes them, either ia 
the /hops or kitchens; yet they take more care to fliow 
themfelves, than ours do to hide themfelves. Do thou 
be carefy of thy health, for X lhaU never be miferable^ 
having thee to my friend. 

Paris, Sith of the lotb Moon, of the Year 1637. 


I Mi 

often 


III. — To Darkish Mehemet, i?^. 

HA|E been at a ceremony which I am willing to fee 
:en, TO give an account of it in my letter^, It is the 
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Te Deum, which Chriftlan princes caufe to be fung in 
th^r churches on the gaining any confiderable advan¬ 
tage over thei^enemics; which Te Deum is an anthem 
conpofed by twcy^fotheir faintS) to wit* Ambrofe and 
Auftin. When th\^French beat the Spaniards they fing 
•^he Te Deum; and ^hen thefe vanquifh their enemies 
they do the fame. Thefe two nations do the duty of the 
Mulfulman8> in dcftroylng one another; and, when this 
is done, they give God thanks for the evil they have 
committed. Whence we may judge of the vnfdom and 
gjjOCly of Mahometans, amonglbwhom there is feldom 
-fieen an open war; and if it iliould happen it is generally 
condemned. ' ^ 


rejoicing of the French proceeds hence; The Spa- 
' niards had betieged Leucate, a fmall peninfula in Langue¬ 
doc, which is but four leagues round, with two ports, where 
,a few galleys and foi^ fmall veiTds may anchor in fafety. 
The place was attacked by the Spaniards with much heat, 
but yras afterwards given over with as great lofs; the ^f- 
failants being obliged to make a retreat, not unlike a 
fliameful flight, quitted their baggage, their arms, and 
all their provifion. 

Count Serbelion oflered at firfl to Barris, who com- 

’ « 

manded the place, a great fum of money, which was to 
be attended with a qonftant penfion $ which reftifed, they 
were ncceffitated to betake themfelyes to force; by which, 


in ihort, the Spaniards were entirely defeated. Serbelion 
withdrew tow^ds Perpignan, with the .Duke of Car- 
donp’s foo, who viceroy of Catalonia. He lofl all 
hi8;te^4, his.pl^te, and the money deflgn^ for paya^nt 
the army : and,, I wil! iay yet more, that he has loft 
reputation of a-good captain and valiant foldier^ un¬ 
til he can recover pn ojpportunity to fight and v^iquifh. 
This viOonr muft have b'ceo of confequeneef In j; very 
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glorious, feeing the king aflifted in perfon, together with 
the queen, two cardinals, the council of Hate, and t|^at 
of the finances, and that which they call*^ere the Courts 
Sovereign, which are a company of men ^hofcn to judge 
others. Befides thefe, thcre^ was an inn^imerable conco^rfe 

I / 

of people, who tefiified their joy fojM&e advantage gained 
by their king, notwithftanding it Sc at the co^ of their 
brethren of the fame religion. 

Live happily, and conferve thy honour as thy lift. 


Palis, 2jth of the xoth Moon, of the Year 1637.^ 


IV.*— 7a IsovF, iu Kinjrnarim 

I TELL thee I live, and am well. 1 have received no 
news from thee; perhaps thou thoughteft me dead. I 
fidute thee iiril with my letters, though thou oughteil 
to have begun. If thou art afhamed of my kindred, ac« 
cufe thy parents, by whom thou art become of the fame 
fitmily; but be not ungrateful to them, nor forgetful of the 
good thou haft received from me. Thou ihalt now know 
where I am, and ought to ftay, and inayefl anfwer me if 
thou wilt. Believe in the mean time the counfel I give 
thee, although thou doft not demand it. Be devout in 
thy religion without hypocrify, and remember there io no 
more Gods but One ; as alfo, that the favourite and feitt 
pf Gbd is Mahomet liia Prophet. After that, love thy 
mafter, without dv.firing any thing more than the execu- 
tijon of his pleafure. Embrace thy father as from me, 
and give thy mother a kifs, laluting her as my fifter and 
^iend, which is the moft endearing tide that antiquity 
coiild inyent for perfons who had the iame fentiments of 
affcfijjon. Live happily, and conferve thy chaftity* 
of the zotb Moon, of the Year i€ 37 . 

A 4 
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V.-^To the Aga of the fanizariee. 


X sftAi.L give fotnc pleafure in telling tlicc, that 
the Chriftians Idlp eaiicr than they acquire. It feemSf 
the Matquis Ambfqfe Spinola, whom all the world took 
for a great captain, loft much of hia reputation ; fee* 
fug that a place is loft in eleven weeks which he had for* 
merly befieged eleven months, and where he had expend* 
cd eleven millions. If thefe circomftances are true, they 
are very extraordinary. Howtver, be fliall co'itifiue a 
l^eat captain in my opmion; and i/s is ordinary .mugh 
to fee that loft in a little lime, by tlie cowardiv.*; F OwC, 
which has not been acquited in a great 'v- the va¬ 

lour of a whole army. 

The Prince of Oranp'c hjth taken Breda c jdice of 
great iftiportance, which had been furretwe^T 
years and three montl ■ lint., t ) the laid Sptnob, who 
commanded the army of opain. This conqueft great; 
for it was'the general opinion the pi ice conli not be ta¬ 
ken but "by famine ; yet hath h oeen co'..trained to yield 
by the continual ftre and valour of tlie befiegers. 

Had not the Hollanders* become matters ot this place, 
they had been, as it were, blocked up on the ftde of 
Brabant, and had the enemy always at their gates; 
whereas now they are more at large. We ought to re¬ 
joice rather at their acquiftrions than thofe of the Spa¬ 
niards, with Whom we never had peace. 

Tlils'^liaicc is fortified with much regularity. It hath 
fifteen baftions', befidks fome little forts on the moat fide. 
There are five horn-works without. The place is confi- 
derable for its greatnefs. It contains yooD houfes, with 
gre^t gardens ; and there are three principal gates. 

I mention thefe particulars, becanfe thou art a mw df 
war. Receive my letter kbwfiy ; bdieve me thy fi^d. 
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and do not doubt of my fidelity. If thou wilt add ta 
thy valour by new merit, which will heighten the coi|ii« 
deration men have for thce> 1 will teach thee a feet^> 
which win not be very expenfive, but vfery delightful. 
Read at times the hiflories of otheq, aud particular^ 
thodfe of the greatell and mofl: fortunate princes, and 
tbcii captains. Imitate rather the'wife, than thofe who 
have only fignalized themfelves by their valour. To con¬ 
clude, be c'tiiverfant in hifioiies, but choofe always the 
bell, I r n fuch as cannot be fufpe^ted for lies. Thou 
canil not fail of good books both Greek and Arabic, 
which are tj-anilatcd into the Turkifli and Perfian tongues. 
'Flmu .Vi'’- learn to be wife by the folly others, and 
^ i^r b< '’r .c yt: more prudent, by obferting the fage 
CO ;duti of fuch who performed great adions : Above all 
j.Lv ijcgleft to make ferious refiedtions upon the 
- ' e ' 1 '. It happens fomevi'ites, that palTages are 
' .1 I. , > Lout . that It m of no . jnfequenoe, which may 
’'C oi uf'* in urporidiit occanons, for the clearing of 
« mu, for example, learn this from a great 
. ia'T, I'Icmy iV. who conquered his lM8|gdom by the 
lis iv^ord. 

I will ill hh with a worthy faying of Marquis Spint- 
la^s, w^hich, I think, iS;lo the purpofe; he faith, “ That 
a captain’s fword mud be tied to jus heatl, his heart fix- 
ed to his bead, and condufled by his judgment which 
ought particularly to be formed by the reading of hif<F 
tories. Love me as much as 1 elleem thee, and thoMf 
wilt never love me enough. 

Faris^ a5th of the lOtk Meon,of the jmur 1637. 
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Vl.«—7a MbhbmbTs Page»Eunuch to the Sultan-Mother. 

TBou haft ipept fourteen years in the Semglio) and, to 
thy unhappinefs, always been in the ferrice of women ; 
ferve now a man^* who is certainly fomewhat more than a 
woman. Thou knoweft, the confidence we have in each 

i 

other is arrived to that degree^ as to difcover our fail¬ 
ings to each other, and to fuffer them. Seeing I am at 
prefent far off, and by confequence the more expofed to 
critics and ill offices, do not forget the intcrefts of thy 
friend; watch day afnd night fb^ the advantage of my 
life, Obferve, iearch, and endeavour to penetrate what 
people dtfcourfe of me, and what is faid concerning me 
^at court. Our great emperor fent me hither to obferve 
what paifes here, and render him an account. 1 know I 
am where 1 ought to praiftife what I am commanded to 
do, but 1 do not yet know whether I ihall return to the 
place where 1 would willingly end my days. Moft things 
are done on that fide, but they are not all equally per¬ 
formed. I have therefore more juft reafon to apprehend, 
that all m 6 n db' know that I (hall acquit myfelf with fi- 
' delity of the orders I have received. Confider how far 
his UAhappihefs doth extend, who ferves another who is 
mafter df fo many mfifions of ftibje£is. 

I will inform ^ee of two things, whereof thou (halt 

* tett' the firft to the BaiTa of the Sea, and the other to the 

vicar. We ure told, that the King of England 
'hath^ forth'a Vfflbl upon the Britilh ocean, of fuch pro¬ 
digious greatneft, that it exceeds all others, as well in 
force as vaftnefs. It anned with no biafs guns, it 
draws, unrigged, feventeen feet of water,' and its bulk is 
' 4 x 00 tons. It is reported, that it coft two niiUions of- 

• piafters, and, as if it were the king of all' otherl&ips, it 
h called The Sovere%n* Tttt fi^cond news is, a prodigy 

I 
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tha^happentd in Upper Saxony, which finds but a 
cre^t with the wife, but is eafily believed by ^e women 
anfi’the common peo^de. ^ | 

, .They iay, that at Prefden one of th^Duke of STax- 
coy's courders having.-eut ^ P^ce of, boded beef, there 
ifiued fo much blood out ofi it> that the cledlor's table 
Tras ivhoUy covered with it, which extremely troubled this 
prince, looking upon tb^'adyyenture as a^prefage-of fa¬ 
mine and war. Let me hear often from thee, and of ou^ 
^ends; but, make no confidence to any of :that which 
is betwixt us* Thoujhalt learn from me fecrets of great 
importance, provided tliou be faithfd and diicreet. (God 
grant thee in an infiant,< the good which I {hall wi{h to 
acquire in my whole life* 

Paris, z5th tti the zitlx 'Moon, of the Year 1637. 

r 

VII.-*-*Tb the Invmihh l^ifier Azem. 

Seukg thou had acquired the knowledge of things pre- 
fcnt,, by thy prudence and rare underllanding, and haft 
de/ired me %o inform thee of thoic things which ihall 
happen in the places whithe;r thou haft feat me; 1 will 
endeavour to penetrate into aifiiirs the moft fecret, to the 
that iiothiog[.m tlpB woild may be. hid^from thee. 

At prffient, there are but few adions in Chriftendom 
which-definrve lo be reportedand thou art fuffidentJf 
inftru^ed in the a&irs of France, and touching the per- 
fon of her king. I exped inform thee of events, which 
at the- fame time may divert thee, and inftruft thee^ 
This prince is called Henry the Juft; he canndt be call¬ 
ed the Happy, for having as yet no fon to fuccecd him, 
there ^ill be always occafions of trouble in his kingdom ; 
nor JAthere any hopes that the ^een may prove with 

a6 






il LElfftOre* BY v<d. f, 

dhfld, hy I'cafon of her long barrenncfa. If the Ipmg 
iviV refolvc to be divorced from her, and take another, it 
canjnot b» eSefbed without Rome ; and Rome, the Mufti, 
and all their priefts, win, according to their ufual man¬ 
ner, raHe fo many idiiEculries, and be fo long before they 
determine, that it win be a hard matter to extort from 
fhem that cxtnfent, which the laws of the Chnftians rra- 
der liecdfiary for the dilTolving a firft marriage. Certain¬ 
ly this ■flavcry, which doth thus fubjeft the Chriflian 
princes, is hard; but it is a point of their law, which 
being of no importance to thee, 1« will trouble thee no 
more with it. This dcfeA of a fucceffor in the King of 
France, is of great advantage to the Spaniards; and one 
would think heaven had created this nation to be enemies 
to the French. It feems moreover, there is a fccrct vio¬ 
lence which entertains an antipathy betwixt the two na¬ 
tions ; which enforces a belief, ** that there can never be 
a folid peace betwixt them.** 

Thou haft already underftood from thofe 1 writ to, and 
who dare hide nothing from thee, what hath happened 
here during the fmall time of my fojouming in thefe quar¬ 
ters. 1 will not repeat little things: the ^reatnefs of thy 
genius, and the eminency of thy thiployment, have put 
foee far ?l!bove every thing that is not extraordinary, that 
we ought to inform thee of nothing but tranfeending 
tvents. 

1 will not entertain thee with the taking eff the old 
xjf Sally,of ihe dilbrdem in the new. Thott wilt 
have lamed more fwiftly from the coafts of Africa, ad¬ 
vices of thehoftHe adts which the Snglifh have commit¬ 
ted witl) then* ftifps of war agafnft that city,' udiich die 
Ky g of Morocco protedts. 

‘' The attempt was great, and is difeourfed of hdfe as a 
hatdy cnterpi^. Ihe vaftnefoof thy underftandhig will 
ca&ly judge of thcToofequence* 
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*5p»cy fay licre, tliat the Kinjv of Fraiice has written to 
Rome, that he will wfflingly refolvc to nirfke a long cef- 
iation of arms with his enemies. If that happens, this 
xepofe will ferve but to increafe the forces of both ficles, 
which may hereafter render the war ipore cruel. In the 
mean time, it is thought they rlefign a general peace ; 
but time win difeover to the politicians what we cannot 
at prefent divine. 

This court is great and magnificent; it Rays not long 
ia a place, and is very feldom at Paris; being in the camp 
amongft the armies, gr for pleafure in the country. 

The genius of the courtiers is different, but they have 
an equal inclination for two tilings very oppofite, war 
and love ; and apply themfelves to both with much con- 
ftancy. 

The rehgion which, they call Proteftant, and which has 
been the occalion of fo much difturbance to the kingdom, 
is now low, by the furrender of Rochelle, which was, as 
thou knoweft, the principal bulwark of thofe of that 
party. 

It feems this king wiQ imitate our mighty andibrmida» 
ble emperors, and will regiilate his condu£l by thine, in 
not fulFcrmg within his 'ftate two rcHgions which are op- 
poiite. 

The kingdom i8,iiDtwMrilauding, as yet full of trouble. 
Cardinal Richlicu (who holds the helm of afiairs in Francb,. 
as thou diredeft that of the empire of the world) feemsj, 
as may be faid, in the midft of a tempeft, and hath fca- 
fbn enough to apprehend danger $ for there are an infi¬ 
nite number of 'people, who follow the iftandards of !Lu- 
ther and ^Calvin, who have no other thought8*but of his 
ruin. 

In ihe mean time, the power of France feems mighty 
great, and it is to be apprehebdedjt, it tmay in time ang^ 
nfcAt infinitely. ^ 7 
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• (Thou knoweft, invincible Vifier, whnt the ancient Oaub 
did in old time. They were called Gallo-grraecians; for 
overran Italy ^nd lacked Rome> they fettled in 
the* middle of Aiia> and could not be overcome but by 
the 'Romans; becaufe the heavens had ordained, that the 
Romans ihould fubjugate all nations. But now that thefe 
Gauls are no more, and there are no more of thefe brave 
Romans, wc mull pray the infinite goodnefs of the Moft 
'High, that the power of thefe modern Gauls may be li¬ 
mited. ' If the French, however, would do what a Spa¬ 
niard, who fled from the palfion of Philip II. counfeUed 
Henry IV. their king, which was,*to fet himfelf right 
with Rome, to have a great power at fea, and a council 
compofed of wife, fecret, and faithful men.; by that 
means, he might, one day, perhaps, equal the ancient 
Romans. I think, he that gave this advice was named. 
Antonio Perez. ‘ 

I obferve every thing with care, but lhall ohferve them 
nearer for the future. It appears* to me, that the genius 
of this nation is to aggrandize itfelf, and extend its limits. 

The French have a common faying, that kings having 
nothing above them that may limit them,.God Imh given 
the empire of the earth to the ftrongeft. They add, 
that Adam left no kingdoms to hisjchildren, but that 
^hey made them for themfebres. They glory in certain 
prophecies, which promife them the empire of the world. 
In relating this, I tell what they fay, not what ought to 
happen. They entertain here the (ame hatred for us, as 
Others do,, when our power is formidable; but, wife men, 
who have knowledge of our biftory, fpeak with more 
admiration of the Ottoman enquire, of that-of the 
Romans; and if thefe laft were reftored by the civil wars 
which tore them in pieces, the other vrill incre'afe and 
maintain itfdf, by the great precautions ufed to hinder 
themi and by the union of their forces. c 
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Thou knoweft more of the extent of^that city of Pa* 
risp than I can tell thee. It appears to me greats and 
full of people; but Conilantinople is yet greater ^uii 
more populous. . * ' • 

Thou wilt pardon me after all, if I mSke not a certain 
judgment of a nation^ which I do not yet well compre¬ 
hend. However, I will alTure thee, the French are no 
fools, and, I believe, never were. They do not love 
novelty through levity, but for reafons of ftate; and 
when they are inconftant, it is not to do ill, but to ac¬ 
quire good. They are happy aiyl unfortunate in wars, 
like others; but what is confideraUe, they do not com¬ 
bat their enemies becaufe they hate them, but in ‘obedi¬ 
ence to their prince, which occaiions the great dlfcipUne 
which is in their armies. And what feems worthy of re- 
ile6lion is, that they love their king by inclination $ and 
this love produces in them, that which our attachment to 
the precepts of the law does in the heaits of the heft 
Turks. I ufe this oomparifon, which I learned from 
thee, who art the wifeU man in the world, from whofe 
mouth 1 have heard, as from an oracle, “ That it is not 
much material whether fubjeds love their mailer by in¬ 
clination or fear, provided they always faithfully ferve 
him, and are always humble.’* 

If ever it happen I am difeovered, thou wilt, do me a 
great honour to let me know, if I ouglit to avow rnyfolf 
an agent from the Sublime Porte; or whether I ought to 
die without cpnfeffing any thing. t 

. 1 end with my head in the daft, without ever ceaftng 
.to fupplicate the Moft High, that he will ftiower his con* 
tinued happinefs upon thee and the empire. • 

Paris, 15th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1637, 
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VIII.—- 7 (? Muz Lu Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
, cf tie Ottoman Empire, 

1 wis is the fccohd letter tvhich I have written tat-thee. 
My difpatches hitherto have not been filled with things 
of great importance, by reafon I have not yet had time 
to learn them. I wUh greatly to write what may pleafc 
thee. Receive thertfore 1^hat I offer kindly, amdibe per- 
fhaded, that 1 fear thy cenfures, as much as if 1 did de- 
ferve them. 

1 live here according to the inftrvfficins which were 
given me, and live eafy enough. Tlic country is good 
and iat, the men good companions, are frank, and feem. 
diicreet. 

I have not as yet any ^acquaintance with the women,, 
and yet it is necefl'ary 1 find means to introduce myfelf 
into tlieir companies. It is a fex that will not pardon, 
when they think themfelves negledked. They are proper 
to difeover things one would know^and to fay them when 
one would have them ptiblifhed ; and Ekewife, they as 
much penetrate into the fecrets of hearts,-as the moil ee» 
fined and fpiritualeft courtiers: Further^ there are many of 
them that can conceal nothing, but what they do not know. 

1 frequent not the Monks, hut when necefikated. If 
X fee them, it is to feem devout, iqxm defign .of being 
introduced by them into the houie of a Tnlnffber-of ftate, 
when I teach his fon the Greek language. 

We mull not expeft to find here the 'great Uruiquillity 
which is at Conftantinopie. The town as fo fidl pf coach¬ 
es, of horfes and waggons, that the woife fnrpaffes ima¬ 
gination. aThou ^ilt ci^inly ^d it.ftrange, that men 
who are in health, and have no fore legs, Ibould caufe 
thenffclves to be drawn in an engine with four wheels: 
but l^otc^^i^dsrf.to fee tbefe fame men caa,refolve*ttt 
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fufferihe ioccmvemency of the noifc, and of the expeftce 
which they thtow away out of vanity. The more in^ 
derate Frenchi which do not approve of this luxury, fay, 
that in the time of Henry III. there w^re but three 
coaches in Parts, whereof two were the; king’s: but the 
number is now fo great, that they are not to be counted. 

I can tell thee no more of the genius of the French, 
tbeu knoweft it petfe^lly. There is in all their afbiom n 
i^irit very delicate, and an activity like that of fire. 

It feems as if none but they knew the fiiort duratioit 
of man’s life; they do^ every thing Vrith fo much haftej* 
as if they bad %nt one day to live-: Jf they go on fpot,’ 
they ran ; if they ride, they fly ; and if ^ey^fyeak, they 
eat up half their words. They love 'new inventions paf* 
fionatdy. I can fay nothing certEm of their fidelity,though 
methinfks we might fn^eflt’fucb, who do not read as they 
write, nor write as they fpeak. They love money, which 
they look upon as the firfl: matter, arid fccond caufe of 
aH things: tflicy wdH nt^ adore it, and that is the origi¬ 
nal fin of all nations. 

Paris ought to be deftroyed, to enrich many chfics rrf 
Europe; whence thou maydl comprdiend her greatndfe, 
her traffic, how rich file is, and how all forts of arts do 
flouriih in'her, ' 

The trench nobility is Sways ready to get on horfe- 
back at their kii^s totninands : and they love war fo 
well, that it is to be fuppofed, we fhould have enough 
to do with them, if we were as near them as the Spa¬ 
niards, and Hiey did not want infantry.* 

I fhaH hereafter obferve every dtrcttmftance with fo 
much care, as well in this kingdom as eHcwherc, that no¬ 
thing fhaU efcape me. In the mean titne*, I fhall endef- 
vour j:o get acquaintance i but ftiall waflft more money 
than i<^ afiowed me to anfwer what is expeAed feom me. 
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Two chequjns a day, are more than enough to fupport a 
man that will live like a cynic, but not fufficient to in¬ 
troduce me into houfes, to dive into their fccrets, afld 
enable me to difeover the afiBiirs of moft importance, 
according to my (commifiion; fo that thou mufb alRft me 
to obtain more. 

I hope to fucceed in my employment, if thou doll 
90 t refufe me thy afhftance, finding no difficulty in the 
execution of my orders, but the neceffity of lying, when 
I pafs for a Chriftian. I fancy I fee Ms^omet in a rage, 
and bdieve my foul* * loft $ though 1 am from my heart 
more fiiithful in my religion than all the Mahometans 
put ti^etber. Seeing I am refolved to do a thing to 
which I have fo much averfion, thou mayeft be alfured, 
1 will bear all the evil imaginable that can happen to me* 
with firmneft, though in all appearance 1 ought to hope 
nothing but good. . ^ 

Deliver, 1 befecch thee, this, enclofcd letter into the 
bands of the moft venerable Mufti, and extort firom him, 
if poffible, a folution of my doubts. Them is nothing 
lhat touches me nearer than what regards my religion, 
and with my religion the fervice of my emperor. 

Paris, S5th of the sxth Moon, of the Y«ar 1637. - 

» 


IX.—To tht Mum, Pnnee ofthi Rtl^on tf^tbe Turkic 

* i ' r M , * 

1 wiLt. die a true Mufiiilman, thopgh J ihotdd fee all 

*the croftes of the Cirthagiaiaiia fet up puniih* 

'ment, and had before mine eyes all thcrinftniments 4^f 
I the moft onicl tortures that enemies of our holy vf- 
Uiffion could invent. But, feeing there is no queftioii at 
'peefentuif dying,'but of living to ferve my emperor,.! 
of thee, fevereign prelate, i^t thou will be ^<^cl 
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to conserve my innocence, in giving me an ample abfolu- 
tion, or in impofing a penance that may cancel all my 
crimes. 

• • 

Paris hath always been the refidence of j,he kings of 
France, whence it is, that the «ercifc.of no other reli- 
gion but the Chriftian, is fuffered there ; and thofe who 
acknowledge the Bifhop of Rome for their head, have 
the principal management 6f the affairs of religion ; and 
it is with thefe, that the rites of the Latin church are' 
more ftri£Uy obferved. * 

' I live here, in appikaiance, as if I Vere a Chriftian and 
A CathoHc. I enter into their churches, affift at their 
ceremonies, kneel before the crofs ;> and 1 appear wiiE 
great devotion and humility before the images, which 
are had here in veneration. 

I know well enough (if the life which I lead be not 
permitted me, as advantageous to the afiairs of ftate, and 
the perfon of the Grand Signior), that I commit facri- 
lege, acting'as I do, contrary to the precepts of Maho* 
,mct, ezpreffed in his Alcoran. 

I am guilty of violating the law which is preferibed 
me, and deferve death, if fhbu doft not, by approving 
thi 1 ^ life I am obliged to lead, aifure me of both my Sal¬ 
vation and life. It is true, thou haft already given 
me ablblution from aU the faUe oaths 1 lhall be necefii* 
tated to take, when they are for the Xeivice pf my ma- 
fter I but I am not alfured this abfolution extends far 
enough to feedre my confeienbe, uAien Fahufe holy things. 

It is thy province to decide'this pointy which is<tf 
' fuck impoltance < to' my repofe, which vetdkes me expert 
thy refolves with impatience; if thou riiinkeft k fai^ifnl 
Muftblmfln, who conferves his religion m his heart, imd 
' liveS| as I do, amongft the enemies of the lawi worthy^'s 
gt^cc. 
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The iatereil of my oonfcience obHges me to liemand 
after what manaer 1 ought to govern rnyfclf, when I ice 
them, who arc effedively what 1 feem to be, pradiCe the 
fame ads of religion. 

The French will in a little time celebrate their cacni- 
val, or Shrove-tide. As foon as it is done, the catholics 
thkk of ^ftingy having firft alHfted at a ceremony, where 
afhes are put upon their foreheads, to make them re¬ 
member ** they were formed out of the dmft, and (haU 
return to dull again.*' It is at this time they go to hear 
lermons, their prmftj explaining that which they call the 
gofpel, and firequeut the church more than onhnsy.— 
'ihey apply thehdelvies oftener to works piety; and 
having purged their confoleaOes by penances, and fecret, 
coofeilions, which one man makes to another, they eat 
of a ctfrehin bread, which they call The iSaenunent Die 
Eitcharift, where, a&er certain words ^pooimuDCCsd by^ 
their prieft, they will have die bo^ of their MeffiaK to 
be-really prefeitt under thofe appareiit fpecies. 

This ceremony is an obligation that good Chtiiliaiis 
haiuiot di^enfe with, it being ordained by their law and 
by their great prelate, thC vBi(hop.wf Rome. They com¬ 
monly call it ConfeflKMV and communicating, and keep* 
Eafter. Ought 1 to hazard myfelf us comnutting fo 
horrid a &ctikge, and ten^t, as I may fay, God by fo 
gi«at a kiperftition, and fo irritate onr g.reat Prophet ^ 
It may be faid, perhaps, that many Jews have done the 
ihine thing, and do it yet every day, to-preferve thcmfelvca 
more kcurelyi Bat how many of them have been cha- 
ftilbd by vilible miracles from heaven,undergone ter¬ 
rible puniihments by the ordinanoes of the judges ? 

* ^AH tbefe rdk^ions trouble my fpirit, O holy Pri- 
m«e of the raoft divine law. f do not 4?hink it !:pvful 
to mock the myfteries of any religion- whatfoever. Tke 
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God of tke ChrHHans is the £une that we adove) but 
their reli^ioa is quite oppofite to ours: There is a great 
difference betwixt their Jefus crucified, with all the ignoi 
zniiiies poffible, as thc£e infidels do believe,^nd a Maho¬ 
met immortal and triumphant, a groat l|;gi(lator, and the 
angular jffone of the firft empire of the world. 

Give me then pofitive orders, to the end I may be 
eafed of roy ficruples, and may bdieve that what thou 
permitteft, may be an effefl of thy juftice, and not of a 
toleration which may be pernicious to me* 

It is true, I may wayc all^befe things in fdgning to 
have done them ; but it will be more advantageous ,for 
my affairs, not to exempt myfelf, if that may he without 
a crime. 

Teach then, a moft obedient Have what thou fhalt be¬ 
lieve moft coaducible to the glory of Goi^ and moft pn>> 
fitablc for the ferviee of ovr fbvereign lord. 1 do not 
fend thee my doubts to puzzle thee, but to draw irom 
thy great and fublime geiuus fuch lights as may diffipate 
the darknefs I live in. 

This donev ibvereign Prelate, remember thy humble 
lervant, and pray our holy Prophet, that he w^ keep 
me frmxi perifbing. 

Paris, 15th of the zzth Moon, of the Year 


X.,^To.ihe Kaiuackam. 

t 

•* \ • 

I RECEIVED from thy hand the firft dif^atch that has 
been addrefted to me fiom the Sublzme Porte, and I re¬ 
ceived it at the beginning of the year, according to the 
iiiottna ef thefe mfidele. < The date is of the month Mi^- 
fidjge.| Thou ordered me to write to thee of two things, 
and'io do tlirte. Thouwdt firft know, tf diis king be 
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aged» Md o£ petfe^ health; and afterwards, if there be 
any hopes that the'queen may tiave children. Thou 
Vouldeil alCb have me fend his Highnefs the pi^ures of 
the King, the Cardinal of Richlfbu, and the eldeft fon of 
the Prince of Cqndcw 

As thou art one of the principal fupports of the power 
of the Sublime Porte, elevated above all the thrones of 
the world (after the Vifier Azem, whofe orders are the 
rule of the univerfe, minifter and firft Have of the happy 
Emperor of the Ottomans), I ought to do what thou 
commandeft me. * ^ 

1 tell thee then, I have feen this king thrice, nor 
doth he appear by his countenance, by his hair, or by his 
Oi^, to be yet d.d; neither would it be eafy to divine 
the number of his years, if we were ignorant of the d4y 
' of his birth { but it is known to every body, that this 
prince was bom the 27 th of the 9 th moon of the year 
1601 , according to the ilyle of the Chriftians. 

By this thou mayeft jnftly calculate the age of this mo¬ 
narch, who, though he is in his flower, feems fading, be- 
caufe he hath as yet given no heir to his kingdom $ be- 
£des, his years being near forty, furpafs that of a young 
, man $ and it isobferved, that few princes arrive to a great 

The queen may ftiH lie-in, if ihe proves with child, 
which, if it fliould happen, after twenty-three years of 
« barrennefs, it is certaii^ a firuit whitih hath been fo long 
in ripening, will give ad ample fobjeA of reafoning to the 
aftrologers of EuisopeA : ‘ ' 

For my part, 1 faacy this Idsg will fcarcc become a 
lhther,'itnlefs hc^repudiatc Uds wifcy^and marry another. 

It is not permitted to^ be vnqoifitive into the caufe 'of 
ihi^ flerility. Hereby tiiou feeft the weaknefs oi^ thofc 
Cluriflian princes, who are hibjedted to the laws of Rome, 
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^bich tliink it a crime to give themfelves heirs that are 
Qot bora of lawful wedlock; though it often happens^ 
that when fuch are wanting, this kingdopi is ezpofed p 
ruin, by the diflfenfions and civH wars which on thefe 
occafions arc always inevitable. • ^ 

The Moil High, who hath always proteAed the gran¬ 
deur of the Ottoman empire, hath left the infidels in 
thefe errors, to the end that he might give our moil 
mighty monarch, who is the avenger of the divine unity, 
an eminence fuperior to that of all kings, who are his 
ilaves, and at the faq^e time mad£ him holy above all 
the faints in the world; and permitted us to have chil¬ 
dren, that may fucceed us, from as many wives as we 
'Can entertain, the children of true believers being always 
legitimate. 

1 humbly beg pardon, I forgot 1 fpoke to thee, who 
mrt wifdom itfelf, and to whom no fecrets of the law or 
ftate are unknown. 

1 will fend to Carcoa at Vienna, the pictures of the 
Bang, of the Prince of Conde’s fon, and of the Cardinal 
Richliei}, according to the orders 1 received from thee, 
and they ihall be difpatched in little time: I would to 
heaven 1 could as eafity fend thee the originals; 1 fhould 
at one ilroke difarm this kingdom, which would thereby 
be fuddenly invcdvcd in fire and blood. 

„The habit 1 wear, and the manner after which I live, 
have already gained me many friends. 1 find means 4o 
go once a wclk to court. My deformity prote£l8 me 
againft the jealoufies of hufbands. Soiro people take me 
fer a wife man, and difeourfe confidently in my^nefcnce 
of poHtics and affiiirs of ftate; neither do I ncgle£l the 
malwg ufe of every tlui^ which may be advantageous 
to me in my miniftry. Thus, in doing' a thing, for thf 
whi^ I have'much averfioii, I compafs all I dciire; and 
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1 nfluita thee upon my fdith, if tliou wilt conlni)u« to 
prote^ me, and a£lift me with thy counfek, 1 will do 
^mewhat extraordinary. 

1 fnpplicate the great God to give a perpefnial health 
to thy body, and^ make thy foul enjoy upon earth, and in 
heaven felicity of the ble£fed. 

Paris, tfl of the tft Moon, of the Year 


XL— To Bebredjn^ Superior of the ConvenP of Dervlfes 
of Cogny, tn NhtoUa* 


1 v&iTi to thee, who art \t!nevab]e by tliy age, and fo 
many long voyages whidi idiou haft madethou who 
haft been fo many times on pilgrimage to Arabia, Tan*' 
tary,. Ferfia, and the Indies, always basefboC, and bcg> 
ging out of pure devotion to ldie faint of ftunti, our great 
prophet Mahomet. 

1 addrefs this letter to thee; thee who besreft the fears 
of feve-aad-tweaty great wounds j thee, wbo^ haft pray¬ 
ed nine-aiidi-fifty times in the fecred pordi, and adored the 
Ijtoly myfteries in the moft retired fenAuary of Meebo, 
and hdft lived move than ibveiity yeaiwaf regionamoogft 
<he dendfea, w'lien tby merit caaifed thee to be eleAed 
fuperior of the convent in iNatelia, 

Thou knowrft well that 1 lerve biaa who is arbitmtor 


of the deftiny of the uaiverfe, I mein the $ultan, ibvo- 
reign of the world. Learn what 1 heard here firom the 
mouth > of Chriftians, and pacdon me, H 1 have not iufe 
fickntly anfwered them^^but'do aott accufe sne to have 
defervei deakWfor havmg fteihiagly emrfed our holy law, 


him that gave it us; mud if 1 feen^ to rejeA 
Us fucedfets. All, Ofman, and Oman, it wws ttpj^ent 
that 1 Ihould commit (bme ceil, not tO' lodb dMi opp^n- 
nity of doing much good. ^ J 
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Thqu knoweft well I am deftincil to ferve j and that 
being abfolved from all the perjuries I lhall commit, I 
may tianfgrefs the law by being permitted to lie : That 
fufficcs. Read my letter, and learn how far Jjieir malice 
does extend, who are enemies to ou Ael jgion. 

To inftruft thee better in what has happened to me, 
I mull tell thee, that amongll thefe infidels, there is an 
order of religious much in vogue, called The Company 
of JESUS : wherein there is an infinite company of 
men. Tome more able tlian others in all forts of fciences, 
fiicred and profane; an^ according td appearance, ought 
to be very recommcndable for the holinefs of their man¬ 
ners. 

Thefe religious, who are ordinarily called* Jefuits, have 
the education of the youth almofl in all the cities of Eu¬ 
rope, as well as in the Indies ; and many excellent wits 
are brought up in the feminaries they have eftablilhed. 
When they preach, the people crowd to hear their fer- 
mons. They are the confeffors of almofl: all the princes 
and monaidis of Chriitendom, who difeover to them 
ihcir weakneiTes, their fins, and the vices whereunto they 
are inclined; and receive from them, upon their knees, 
like Haves, fuch penance as tliey think fit to impofe on 
them. 

A man may fay of them, that being difpenfers of pe¬ 
nances, they are alfo the mafters of recompenfes. They 
are habited in a long veil of black wool, which defeends 
to their heels. They go not barefoot, but their vell- 
ments are fiinple. They obferve great modefty in all 
their adlions; they march with gravity, never go alone, 
and fuffer not their beards to grow. They apply* them- 
fclves to edify the good, and to correCl the bad. 

. The founder of this order was a foldier, called Igna¬ 
tius. ^he Spaniards will have him to have been of their 

2 1 
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nation: and the French affirm that he is of that -part of 
Navarre, which is fubjeft to the crown of France. If 
Vhou vvouldeft jhavc me to fpeak the truth, P think this 
founder was a good man, feciiig all In's difciples are men 
of good cxampl^, great modefty in their aftions, and 
very difereet in all their undertakings. 

This Ignatius began to ftudy the grammar in his feven- 
and-thirticlh year, which would make one believe he took 
lefs pains to become a faint than a fcholar. His enemies 
call his difciples, The Politicians of the Church; and I, 
on the contrary, c&U them Th% Camtla of Efau; bc- 
caufe, in bearing the burden of the affairs of their reli¬ 
gion, they arifc loaded more than others, and forced to 
couch under tlieir burdens. There is one thing feems 
ffrange in them, to wit, that they fhould name themfclves 
The Religious of the Society of JESUS ; as if they had 
a deiign to diftinguini themfelves from other Chriilians, 
and that this title, which is particular to them, ought not 
only to agree to all the other religious, but to all the fol¬ 
lowers of the NAZARITE. 

If they follow the precepts of their father Ignatius, 
thou muft needs approve their way of living. He has 
taught no other way than that of obedience to thofc 
that profefs his order. He ordains, that thofe who en¬ 
ter into this fociety^ do abandon themfclves to the dlfcrc- 
tion of their fuperiors: And they affirm, tliat if the 
Pope commands them to pafs the fca in a veffel without 
oars, without fails, and without a rudder, they would 
obey, and muff pafs. And fome having reproached them 
that there was folly in fucb blind obedience, they anfvver. 
That wifdom ought to be obferved in the commandments, 
pnd that it ought not to be fearched in obedience. Make 
reflections upon this fentence, which is conformable to 
our laws. 
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To inform thee of the power an.I greatnefs of this or¬ 
der, it fnfficcs to tell thee, that during fixteen years thaj^ 
this foldier governed it, he faw an hundired colleges id 
Italy, in Germany, in France, and inlSpain ;-^nd that in 
Rome, which was founded by Borgi4■'^^th been, as may 
be fdid, the parent of all the reft. Judge hereby the 
number of their houfes and difciples. 

Having one day met with one of this foclety who un» 
derftood the Oriental languages, ’and who converfing 
with me, did not believe he difeourfed with a muiTulman, 
I heard him vomit injirious and fearful imprecations 
agaiiiil Mahomet, againit his law, and againft all true be¬ 
lievers. I have fo much horror to write to thee all he 
faid, that I w'ill tell thee but fome few of them ; and the 
rather to divert thee by the knowledge of the errors of 
our enemies; and alfo that thou mayefl not be afHi^led 
at fome things not very reafonablc, which arc obferved 
in many of the precepts of the law which we follow.—. 
Let tin's be faid, as if I had not fpoken it, feeing I pour 
frankly the fecrets of my heart into thy bofom ; novvife 
doubting, but thou kuoweft to be filcnt in'" what may 
caufe my death. This jefuit maintains, that the muf- 
fulmans are not wife in following the precepts of a drunk¬ 
ard, who forbade drinking of wine, and committed ex- 
ceH'es himfclf, when he thought he was unobferved* He 
maintains farther, that it is foolifh to give credit to fuch 
a fellow, who makes a paradife to condft of beautiful wo¬ 
men, where one may abandon hiftifelf to all forts of plca- 
fure and debauchery; and that he hath not forefeen a 
hell, where he, and all his followers, ought to fuffer the 
pains due to their crimes. He adds farther, that one 
mull be very foolifh to adore a blafphemer, who hath • 
* comma^ed his law ihould be maintained by the (word| 
when ^^cpuld not be fupported by reafon. 
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The father did not leave off fo : he faid, that‘feeing 
the Alcoran is filled with dreams* with beftialitics* with 
e>lafphemies and impurities* the mufties* the doctors, and 
interpreters of the hw, muft be in a great blindnefs not 
to condemn a p<)ff’*ed* an cnclianter* who gives for the 
precepts of his religion, the committing of violences, rob¬ 
beries* and all that may fatisfy tbe moft irregular appe¬ 
tites. What extravagancy, urged he* to adore the heel 
of fo vile a. flave as Mahomet* and to behevc*^ upon his 
report* that Jacob’s father was his porter, to deify his 
camel* and to place it in heaven ?• He adds farther, that 
there is nothing fo abfurd as to command the Turks to 
wafli their bodies* when their fouls are deHled with filth ; 
to give them at the fame time charity by precept* and to 
command them robberies by devotion. It feems a1fo to 
him foolifh, to believe that Mahomet is the only true 
prophet* the only agreeable perfon to God ; and to fwear 
afterwards by one hundred and twenty-four ihoufand pro¬ 
phets. He ftill entertains me with this fort of difeourfe. 

But all this (O great Dervife !) is nothing; he vomits 
yet this damnable herefy ; that the wickedeft wretches, 
and the moft deteftable that ever lived* were Judas, Ma¬ 
homet* and Luther; that thefe two laft, as moft impious, 
are the more tormented in hell. Judas* he faid* fuffered 
lefs pains* becaufe, if he betrayed his Lord* he was one 
of the inflruments of the redemption of all mankind ; 
whereas* the others in damning themfelves* damned alfo 
an infinite number of other people. This jefuit would 
have continued his blafphemies* if Cardinal Richlieu, in 
whofe anti-chamber we were, had not come out of his 
dofet to go to the king. 

, I Jiad been filent all this while* becaufe he gave me not 
a moment’s liberty to fpeak. At length he afked me at 
parting* If I was not of his fentiments ? And I 
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ed pmiifely thus: My father, if thou art a good man, I 
approve what thou fayeft, bccaufe thou fpeakeft out of 
true zeal; but if thou beeil; a hypocpfi^, I difapproi4 
all; becanfe thou (halt be damned wkli Mahomet and all 
the muffulmans. A. • 

The jefuit fmiled, not comprehending^ the venom which 
lay hid in my anfwer. But dofl thou not believe, thou 
who art a dcrvife, the moft illuminated, that a man, of 
what religion foever he be, provided he be a good man, 
may be happy after his death ? Tell me, I pray thee, thy 
opinion herein; it is a 4 }omt very important to be decid¬ 
ed. i 

As for me, I begin really to think that there may be 
faints amongft the Chriftians, as there are amongft us. I 
have feen and underftand many things that denote true 
piety in fome of them; and we mufi: acknowledge, that 
the preempts of their law have fomewhat of juA; and if 
they be well obferved, they feem no lefs holy to me than 
otir own. They have one article that puzzles me } they af¬ 
firm there is but one truth } fo that we are lofi, if we 
are not ChriAians, or they are damned, if they are not 
Mahometans. 

And this is what t had to fay to thee in this matter} 
but 1 fiiall not end this difeourfe without fome violent 
fcruples of confcience. Pray the great God with me, 
that he will illuminate my underAanding with inward 
lights, until the man promifed by our Holy Prophet, the 
man, I fay, who ought to be born of his race, be defeend- 
cd upon the earth ; who is to fee all kings humbled in 
Ins prefence, and to unite with Jefus the two religions, 
that they may make but one. 

In the mean time, let us live as honeA men, who hav;p 
fin in horror, like the plague, which poifons the foul; 
and J^ply ourfclvcs, as much as in us lies, to what is tru- 

»3 
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ly good; and above all things, let us carefully obfervc 
this precept, written in the book of their law, but is not 
4way3 imprint^df in their hearts, “ Never do to others, 
no not to thy enenrwS) that which thou wouldll not have 
done to thyfclf.*^^^ duke of Guife gave an example of 
tlus to aU France ; and it is what thou oughtefl: to preach 
in the vaft empire of the muflulmans. This prince fur* 
prifed a villain that would have aflaflinated him, who con« 
feiTed that the intered of liis religion (which v'as that of 
Calvin), had obliged him to form a deiign to take him 
away, to deliver liimTelf, apd thofi of his party, from fo 
great an enemy. The duke, inftead of caafing him to 
fuifer the pains due to fo black an enterprife, pardoned 
lum, contenting himfelf to tell him, *< Friend, if thy re¬ 
ligion obliged thee to kill me, without heating me ; my 
religion obliges me to give thee thy life and liberty now 
I have heard thee: Go thy ways and amend thyfelf.^' 
This prince was then general of Charles IX.*8 army. 

Sage Bedrcdin, our Mahomet never (bowed fuch ge¬ 
nerous fentiments, when he preferibed in his law this pre¬ 
cept againd Chriftians, that had never offended him.—< 

When you encounter the infidels, kill them, and cut 
off their heads, impiifon them, and keep them in chains, 
until they have paid their ranfoms, or until you find it 
requifitc to fet them at liberty. Pcrfecute them until 
they have all fubmitted, or arc entirely overthrown.” 

Obferve in this letter what may be of ufe to thee. 
Pi^rdon, by friendihip, the frank manner of writing, and 
remember Mahmut in thy prayers, who perfonates a 
Chridian, and is in his heart a mod faithful muffulman. 
If it be in thy power to fuccour me, never do me any in¬ 
jury. God proted and govern thy great age to the lad 
moment. 

Paris, aSth of the ad Moon, of the year 1638. 
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The queen Is with child, when leaftj^pcfted, w'hicl^ 
occaiions ipucli joy at court, efpccially to the,king, who 
after fo many years of marriage, wl^tbecome a father. 

Thou who haft applied thyfelf fo long to the ftudies 
of aftrology in the fchools of Egypt, yet makeft profef- 
flon of this divine art, which difeovers thee things the 
moft hidden to thee; w'ho readeft fo learnedly in the 
book of heaven, whatever the ftars have traced there; 
who haft: found the moment of their iKfing and difappear- 
ing, with the intervals betwixt thefe two times^ and the 
caufes which render their motion quicker or flower; thou^ 
who penetrateft into the moft hidden fecrets of men, and 
knoweft the feafons of famine, of fliipwrecks, of vi£lor- 
ies, and lols of battle; Divine in God^a name, great in¬ 
terpreter of the fecrets of nature, wifer than Albumazar 
and Ptolemy, what will become of this impregnation ; 
and whether it be true, that this (diiid that is to be bom, 
has been more than two hundred and feventy moons in 
forming. 

If thou believeft what 1 writ laft to thee to be impof- 
fible, fay nothing of it; it would be no oedit to me to 
pafs for the author of si novd, that has no grounds of 
truth. 

The city of Paris is in an inconceivable joy^; and this 
joy is fpread all over France. Thou mayeft perceive by 
that, the paflion of this people to fee their king a father. 
It is true they have much to hope by it; but it is as cer¬ 
tain they have yet much to apprehend, feeing all their 
hopes vanifh in an inftaiit. 

Nature ufes all her pow'er w'hen flie forms a man, th{ 
moft pjerfedl of all creatures. But there needs but a flight 

»4 
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fall to deftroy this worknianlhip before it is iiniflied, as 
well as after. 

\ I have heard^^great many people queftion much the 
fex and life of th^twhich will be born. 

All the converf^n at the court, at Paris, and in all 
the kingdom, is no more of wars, of leagues, of peace or 
naval preparations ; they all rowl upon the bringing-to- 
bed of women. 

There will be other reafoning in fomc fmall time in 
Chriftendom, and even amongft us, if the queen do not 
znifearry ; France being no leff conliderable amongft 
other kingdoms, than the Bourbons are amongil men. 
Henry IV. who introduced the crown into this branch 
of the family, was a prince very brave ; and if we live 
long enough to fee his grandchildren, we (hall fee whe« 
ther they will have as much courage as the chief of thefr 
fsmily. ' 

As for thee, thou wilt have wherewith to divert thee, and 
cxercife thy talents, if this queen be brought-to-bed happily 
of a prince. I ihall in the mean time be very exa£i to mark, 
not only the days and hours, but the lead minutes ; to 
the end thou mayft know, by the fituation of the planets, 
which ordinarily regulate the inclinations of men, in 
what manner'a prince, fo long expe£ied, will regulate his 
affairs, and confequently thofe of others. 

It is a great while fince we have had any commerce 
here with the fun, there being forty-nine days fince tliis 
beauteous planet appeared to us; and the cold is fo vio¬ 
lent, that it has changed, as I may fay, the waters of the 
Slene, a large river, into cryflal. Do not look upon 
thefe eftefts as extraordinary ; it happens here frequent 
enough $ for, when the days are fhorteft, the cold is moft 
intenfe. Thou knoweft that this climate is very incon* 
ftant. I have often feen, in a httlc fpace of tim^rain^ 
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hail, fiR)w, and terrible winds; and prefently after, the 
air becoming fair and ferene. This inconftancy of the 
climate has its advantages: for if the faj^^weather do nol^ 
laft long, the foul is alio of lefs duratijn^. - 

Fail not, upon the receipt of my letter, to communi. 
cate the news 1 fend thee to the Grand Vilier, without 
telling him the reflexions which I make. They arc of 
no ufe to fuch great miniilers; particularly by us, who 
are in comparifon of them but vile flaves, always fubjeX 
to the fentences they pronounce of us. 

Love me, and conCulft the ftars to know whether thou 
wilt be always faithful to me ; and, if it be by force or 
inclination. 

As for myfelf, I affure thee, that following the incli¬ 
nation of my heart, I w'ill conferve thee that fidelity 
which I owe by obligation. 

Paris, z 8 th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1538. 


• XIII .—To Carcoa at Vtema. 

« 

The Kaimacbam commands me forthwith to fend the 
piXures of the King of France, the eldeil fun of the 
Prince of Conde, and of the Cardinal Richlieu. I caufed 
them fiiddenly to be copied from the originals, by an Ita¬ 
lian pointer, who pafles for one of the bell of thefe timei,. 

Thefc three heads are the principal of France, if not 
of all Europe: The firft, by reafon of a great and po¬ 
tent kingdom, which is this day more fiourifhing than all 
others: The fecond, by reafon of his nobility or royal 
blood, and by his extraordinary courage: And thd thirdi. 
by a wife conduX in a minillry full of diiHculties; be¬ 
ing, as it werei the abfolute mafier of difgraces and reir 
compjbfeB.. 
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As foon as thefe pictures are delivered to thc^ whole 
and well conditioned^ pay the exprefs 1 difputched to 
^thce the fum ^ntained in the biUsi which he will pre> 
fent to thee fronhjne. That done, fend the packet to 
Conftantinople,, wfthout lofs of time> and addrefs it to 
the Kaimacham. * 

I befeech thee order the bufinefs of my penfion fo that 
X (hall not need to dciire the payment of it.. Seifd me 
prefently what is ordered me for my fubiiftence. No^ 
thing in the world appears fo terrible to me, as to be 
obliged to afl<. • ^ 

1 have only monies for fix days, though 1 ihould eat 
nothing but raw herbs and water. Both coll money here; 
** and every thing is fold very dear, except civilities and 
obliging terms, which you liave for nothing, and where* 
of they are very liberal.” I mull live, I muft have clothes, 
and go to court; for all which there muft be bread, cloth 
or ferges, and coach-hire. 

Thou knoweft at prefent my wants, fufiPer me not to^ 
languilh with expedation. Thou wilt injure the em¬ 
peror, and not Mahmut, if thou dolb not readily aflift his 
ftave. 

The great God preferve thy life, if thou doeft xet for¬ 
get. me; and give thee grace to be fober, in a country 
where people do not always drink wine to quench their 
ihirft. 

pane, i8th of the 3d Moon, of the Year itfjS. 


XIV.—7b William Vospxl, a Chryilan of Aufrta, 

s 

1 AM obliged to thee for the confidence thou haft in me 
'in declaring to me thy lofles. Another would have rc» 
joiced in hearing of thy two adventures: but as not 
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believe; it is a great evil to lofe a wife, fo I cannot think 
it is a confiderable good to turn monk. It is impoffible 
for me to forbear telling thee, that 1 find thy refolutiop 
too fudden to approve of it. Thou not the caufe of 
the lofs thou haft fuifered, and yet retireft into a convent 
to do penance, as if thou hadit committed a crime. 

Is it neceffary thou torment thy body for the death of 
a wife, if thou haft not murdered her ? If thou didft love 
her, becaufe fhe was difcreet, it is not impollible to find 
another as prudent. If her beauty charmed thee, there 
are enough that may j^leafe ; but if »thou wert weary of 
being a hufband, why art thou then of being a widower i 
Tell me, what wilt thou do at prefent iu the convent 
thou art fhut up in ? The Carmelites are wife indeed, but 
know not all things. It is true, they are very devout, 
but not exempted from fin : Finally, they are men, and 
too auftere. How canft thou fo fuddenly accuftom thy- 
fclf to that kind of life thou haft chofen, and become at 
once chafte and fober ? As for me, who am no Chriftian 
^as thou art, and more reftrained in my plcafurcs than 
thou haft hitherto been, I cannot underftand what 1 fee 
in that order thou art entered into : neither can 1 figure 
to myfelf, how a-man barefooted, without afhirt, covered 
with a coarfe habit of wool, who is no mafter of crowns^ 
and who hath no armies, fliould abfolutcly command, not 
only another man, but many, who obey blindly what he 
requires of them. 

To live well in thy order, thou muft faft; the leaft 
faults are not pardoned ; thou muft receive offences with 
thanks : Finally, the combat is alTured and conftant, and 
there is but little certitude of the crown which bught to 
be the reward. Thy greateft friend is obliged to betray 
thee, and thou ^ilt be deprived (as it may be faidjTof 
thqu^dements^ to make drtc deiire the ufe of the water, 
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air, earth, and fire. 1 cannot perfuade myfelf, th^t there 
are fo many things required to make a faint; for when 
thou loveil God, as much as it is in thy power to do, 
and palTeft ever^>day, as if it were thy lafi, I believe 
thou wilt live and me a juft man. Return me an anfwer, 
and let me know, if what £ write to thee be conformable to 
right rc-afon ; or, that X am deceived in my opinion. The 
friend/hip I have for thee obliges me to write as I do^ 
and to tell thee all I think that regards thee, becaufe af¬ 
ter thou haft taken thy laft refolution, I would rather fee 
th^e fuffer with conftancy all the evils imaginable, than to 
fee thee Ohange with coufufion. There are many wJio 
have abandoned with fhame, the places which they en¬ 
tered in triumph; and how many have been puftied by 
their defpair to commit follies which feeraed aAions of 
piety, which tliey had never undertaken in their right 
wits. 

We fee in our hiftories, that many great men have 
caufed thcmfelves to be circumcifed, thereby to have com* 
merce with the Jews, and be inftru£led in their doftrine,. 
finding their ancient temple magnificent, venerable^ holy,, 
and full of majefty^. We alfo read, that Pythagoraa 
clothed himfelf in white, and ftaid fome time amongft 
' the folitaries of Mount Carmel, to learn the myfteries of 
their religion'. His curioiity was the occafion of this, 
great man's voyage,, as their ignorance had caufed the. 
fame defign in others. It is not the defirc to be inftnift- 
ed, which made thee' enter into the convent; the afflic¬ 
tion for the lofs thou haft fiiffered, made thee take this 
refolution. Take heed of quitting it by a repentance, 
whidi would prove an e&cefs of folly. The Jews are at* 
prefent vagabonds, without law, without a kingdom,, 
without altars; and according to the Alcoran, they will: 
be metamorphofed into afies^ to carry the fouls of*$he: 
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wickgd Mahometans into hell. Who knows what will 
become of the Carmelites ? They fay, Elias is not dead, 
but is to return to the earth, to combat, thofe men who 
(hall rife to trouble the world about the ^ablKhing a 
new religion. Stay ftill where thou art, or return pre- 
fently from whence thou cameft ; left, after too long a 
ftay, to come out in form, thou commit a fault that 
God will not eafily pardon $ which will doubtlcfs happen,, 
if thou perfufide thyfelf, that thou canfl; not fnd the- 
way to heaven, but out of the noife of the world. 

If thou doft not I advife thCe well, do thou bet¬ 
ter ; but, above all things, govern thyfelf fo, that Qod' 
may not reproach thee one day, Jtliat a Moldavian gave 
thee good advice, and thou didil ncglefl it. The worft' 
of Turks might give the fame advice that I do, as a 
good Chriftian ; and it would be no furprliing thing, if 
thou receiveft better from a Mahometan. • Thefe barba> 
rians are fuificiently inftni6ied in morality to teach others 
that which they do not always pra<9:ife thcmfelvcs. Vir¬ 
tue and truth are lefpedcd every where. Turn thee 
from eaft to weft, from the fouth to the north, thou wilt 
find on all fides impious men who blafpheme againft the 
Deity ; but true virtue has that of fingular, that (he is' 
always refptdted, and even by the moft profligate. 

Confult once again thy forces and thy courage, an^'^ 
take a better refolution, if thou art not yet well fixed in' 
thy firrt. Titus falutcs thee out of this w'orld; and pray» 
heaven to give thee the plcafures of the happy, in thy 
folitude, if thou beeft no hypocrite, and if thou haft not 
yet repented of thy refolution thou haft taken. 

Paris, aStk of the 3d Moon, of the Year i638.i> 
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XV.—To Ibrahim, ^ho renounced the Cht\Jlian ReVtgton. 

Hou hall re^puticed thy religion, either to favc thy 
life, or for fome ot^er confideration. I do not fay this 
to make thee fcrupulous, but in quality of rcfidtnt in 
thib kingdom, to ferve here the Sultan emperor of both 
feas, and of the two parts of the earth, diHributer of all 
ciownb ; the grandeur of whofe majedy, 1 beg of God, 
may lail until the day of univerfal judgml^nt. I advife 
thee to take heed, not to folicit thofe infidels, whofe re* 
IJgron thou had abaifdoncd, to i the fame courfe that 
tliou had done.- 

Thou haft written to thy brother, that he is become a 
beggar, becaufe he renounces his God a thoufand times 
at play ; and that tliou art at prefent very rich, for hav¬ 
ing renounced him but once, and by that thou exhorted 
him to turn MuiTulman. 

1 thought good to wiite to thee, that fouls are not to 
be gained with a letter and a feurvy jeft. Think of be- 
conning a good man after thy change of religion, and 
give no occafion to the Marfeillians to fay, that thou art 
infamous, becaufe thou haft renounced thy faith, and that 
we are all damned, becaufe we are Mahometans. If thou 
dod not approve the advice I give, 1 fliall be obliged to 
acquaint the Porte with what fliall come to my know¬ 
ledge ; which 1 fliall dp with regret, becaufe thou mayed 
fuffer by it. 

The great God make thee rather wife than fortunate. 

Paris, aSth of the 3d Moon, of the year 1638. 


XVI.—Djchiv Hussbim, Baffa* 

.A.S the knowledge which I fliall have of ailiurs win aug¬ 
ment dailvi fo 1 fliall have the more matter to^^Ite : 
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and omit no occafion to remark wliat occurs, which 
I will not fail immediately to communicate. Thou, who 
with great application obferveft what. paffeth amongft. 
men, and art deiirous of knowing the moil fecret tranf- 
aftions of potentates; thou mayeft obferve, that there 
are more violent enmities betwixt the Chriilian princes of 
Europe, than all the other printes of the world. 

I cannot comprehend whence it is, that thefe infidels 
cannot live in peace; and, perhaps, they do not com. 
prehend it themfelves. It feems a decree of heaven, that 
man ought to be contrary to man,*and that whilll there 
are kingdoms there will, be wars and enmities. t 

The wars which are. carried on at prefent in Alface, 
look as if they would lail long. The death of Guilavus 
Adolphus, King of Sweden, the fecond fcourge of the 
Imperialifts, who was flain fix years fince, did not termU 
nate the differences of Germany ; they are greater than 
ever; and there appears in the new generals of the ar¬ 
mies, vafler defigns than thofc in tlieir predeceffors. Per¬ 
haps they will revenge the death of Guftavus, who was 
killed, not as the Chriftians affirm, but by one of the 
forty Germans whp had bound themfelves by oath never 
to quit their fwords before they had (lain him, as the 
Turkifh hiilorians do write. 

Duke Barnard Weymar, of no lefs valour than Gufla« 
vus, commands the reft- of the^Swedifh army, with a 
good number of French troops, and many Chriilian he¬ 
retics of Germany. Viflory attends the arms of tlus- 
genera!; and the princes which are united for defence 
of the empire begin to apprehend a captain, who ob- 
fervcB lefs the, rules of war than the emotions oT this va* 
lour, and whom they perceive feconded by fortune. But 
he doth not confider, that in weakening an emperor he 
d«th augment the fm^es of a hing,, who will enjoy the 
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fruits of Ills labours, and fupprefs him in fpite of his 
bravery when he pl^afes. In the mean time, I am of 
opinion, that it. is our intereft that Weymar be aWays 
vidorious. It: may be faid of him, that he hath fold to 
France all but his gloiy, having referred nothing for 
liinifelf blit hope. 

All that this duke can conquer from the Germans is 
for the French king, who furnifties him w’ith troops, 
with arms, and with money, beiides wnfe advice. Cardinal 
llichlieu, who is an able ftatefman, falls not to perfuade 
his miller, that the places which Weymar fhall take in. 
the empire with the army which he commands, are the 
effeds of his cour.fclb and his majefty'S money. The 
French begin to preferve their conqiiefts, and know how 
to defend the places which are fubjed to their power. 

This prince makes acquiiitions, which are in truth of 
more importance than they feem conliderable for their 
greatnefs. He took Rhindfeld alinoft as foon as he had 
befieged it. The place was ftrong, feated near tlie Black 
Foreft, where the garrifon was furnifhed with abundance 
of all forts of ammunitions* 

John de Wert, general of the Imperial army, had re* 
lieved it with nine regiments of horfe and 5000 foot. 
He defeated Weymar’s horfe, took part of his baggage 
and artillery. The Duke of Rohan, a great captain 
and great ftatcfman, hurt, and taken fighting j and 
the city relieved wdth men, ammunition and viduals, 
which rendered the taking of it more glorious. 

They write, that two Imperial generals, the faid John 
de Wert, which had fuccoured Rhindfeld, Euhenfort, as 
alfo Duke Savelli, had been taken in a combat which 
preceded the rendition of the place, befides 30 comets 
and 19 foot captains. Thefc fpoils were gained by the 
bbod of di€ Swedes, .and fent to the French king 
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after lifi had caufed them to march through all the ftreets 
of this great city^ commanded them to be hung up in 
the principal church, where I faw and confidcrcd then* 
as marks of the triumphs of policy. The fiegc of this 
place lafted hut eighteen day s. 

The Duke of Weymar, after this viAory, marched 
into the marquifate of Durlach, where he took the callle 
of Rotelen, defended by the King of Hungary ; in 
which he found great ilore of provillons, and all forts of 
ammunitions, which ferved greatly for the refrelhing of 
his then needy army, • 

In the mean time, Duke Savelli efcapcd out of pti- 
fon, and retired to Luzerne in Switzerland. The o£S,- 
ccrs that guarded him were accufed of favouring his 
cfcape, which coil them their heads. 

All 1 write to thee is moil true, and thou mayeil caufe 
my letters to be cnregiilered. God grant that Brifac, to¬ 
gether with all Alfatia, may fall into the French hands, 
and that the Emperor of Germany be fubjeded to the 
law of the Ofmans, I'hou feeft the time come, where¬ 
in the French make conqueils without being prefent at 
them.” The king of this nation appears not only happy 
but is fo in reality; all things fucceeding that he under¬ 
takes. His queen's being with child, and the cardi¬ 
nal’s policy, puzzle the Spaniards and empire, and Italy it-* 
felf. What will happen none knows, but God and Ma¬ 
homet. It is our duty to humble ourfclvcs, and fay what 
we fee, and not be fo raih as to penetrate into the fu¬ 
ture. 

Do what thou canft by tby intrigues to augment the 
German loifes, for the reafons thou knowcil; an({ parti¬ 
cularly to facilitate the Sultan’s conquefl in Hungary| 
Aflift, in the mean time, the poor and faithful Mahmut, 
not ^ith the fword that cuts every thing, but by good. 
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counfel, by which wc ordinarily perceive the reunion of 
what the fword hath feparated : and ] will pray the Moft 
High, that all the infidels bow the knee before Amu- 
rath, and that all that breathe may enjoy their lives, but 
by an effeft of his clemency, 

Paris of 4fh Moon, of the Year 1638. 


XVII.— T5 Achmet Beig,. 

I mcaxrs none of ?thy letters; { receive none from the 
JDivan ; and I have none from any of my friends. Italy, 
where there are fo many people proper for war, that pro¬ 
vince which hath commanded the world, is at this time 
troubled by the arms of France. The Pope and Vene¬ 
tians, who appear to have the principal intereft there, 
make no advance to divert the ilorm that threatens them. 
Piedmont, which belongs to the Duke of Savoy, begins 
to feel the incommoditics that war draws always with it.^ 
That date is in the midfi; of the Spaniards who attack it, 
and the French ruin it in defending it. 

Thefe laft cannot abandon the intereft-of the houfe of 
Savoy, the duchefs being their king’s fitter, and ber chil¬ 
dren his nephew 8 » The French are already ttrong on that 
fide, having a great garrifotr in Pignerol, a place very 
confiderable, which they call one of the gates of Italy, 
whereof they have been matters fince the year 1631 ; and 
their power will much increafe by the accelTion of the 
fort of Breme, which may be termed a rampart, cover¬ 
ing Cazal and Vercelle, and which alfo defends both 
Montferrat and Piedmont. The Marquis of Ltganez,^ 
g^Overnor of Milan, having rendered himfelf matter of the 
field, had laid fiegc to Breme ; and Marflial Crequi, hav¬ 
ing in the name of the king his matter, undertaken, the 
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defence of the young Duke of Savoy, oppofcd the dc- 
hgn of the Spaniards. It is believed the war will 
cruel in this quarter, being thefe are very ftiong, andthq 
other very expert. — 

Thou (halt know the event. In the mean time, all 
the* affairs of the French do not appear fo fortunate in 
Italy ; and, at this hour that I write to thee, the court 
laments the lofs of the general that commanded their ar¬ 
mies in that country. 

There is certain news of the death of Marfiial Crequi, 
who was (hot with a carbon bullet through the body, as 
he was going to view the Spaniards works before Breme. 
This lois was by fo much the more fenlible to the French, 
in that they faw their enemies make fuch great rejoicings 
at it. 

All men conclude, this Crequi was both a good fol- 
dier and a good captain, a wife man, and of excellent 
condufl. He had acquired great reputation for the 
king his mailer in Italy. He flew Don Philip, baftard 
of Savoy, who challenged him in the fight of two armies. 
He feveral times defeated his fovereign’s enemies in Mont- 
ferrat, and in Piedmont, and beat ba(^ the Dukeof Ferla 
to the gates of Milan. 

There remains no more of this great man, who did 
fo many brave things, but the bare remembrance of them. 

Scarce any thing of his body, fave his entrails, was left 
for his foldiers to celebrate his obfequies with. His foul 
is before the throne of God ; his friends honour his me¬ 
mory with their elogics; his kindred mourn for him ; his 
fovereign praifes him, and his foldiers crown his tomb 
with herbs and flowers. 

The Italians fay highly upon this occafion, that Italy, 
has begi fatal to the French, and that it will be fo al- 
ways^ They affii-m, that the Duke of Savoy will loft 
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his cftate, if defeated by his enemies, which he Will like- 
wife do by the viftory of his friends. But thefe are the 
fionjeAures and ordinary reafonings oT men, which I write 
to thee, to the end thou mayeft not only know what is 
done, but alfo the difeourfes which are entertained upon 
the events that happen. We fliall ftiortly have news of 
the fiege of Breme; in the mean time, it imports the 
French much, to conferve the opinion had of their valour 
and goodnefs. 

The bufinefs in hand is to defend a great and illuilri- 
ous houfe, which moreover pretends to the fovereignty 
of the kingdom of Cyprus, troubled by the ambition of 
kindred, and the politics of the Spaniards. Thefe en¬ 
gagements import much to pnnees, who have as many 
maxims as differing interefts ; but we have nothing to dor 
with the differences of others. 

May it pleafe God, that our affairs Be alway attended* 
with an equality of good luck, for the rum of thefe in¬ 
fidels. Be thou conftant in the fnendihip thou promifedff 
me, and always faithful to thy friend, who recommends 
faimfelf to thee, as the law obliges thee to be to thy fo- 
vereign* 

Paris, 20th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 163?. 


XVIII.—To Blrbkr Mustapha, Aga . 

I Tins day entertained a man which came from Italy, 
and hath ferved in the French troops. He gives this ac¬ 
count of the death of Marfhal Crequi. 

Thfc 17th of this moon, this general having approached 
the lines of tlie Spaniards to view their works, and to 
^fight them, in cafe he judged it expedient, a cannon 
bullet feparated his body in tw^o ; and, the bullet being 
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taken they were furprifed to fee a crofs graved upon 
it, about which were alfo engraved letters, which made 
thefe two words, TO CREQUI. This bullet, the crofs^ 
and the letters, caufed no lefs aHonifhment than the death 
of this captain did forrow ; and every man fpoke his fen- 
timents of it. 

Many treat the Spaniards as magicians and forcerers. 
Thofe who are perfuaded of the power of necromancy, 
affirm, that the devil can carry a bullet to the place whi¬ 
ther it is defigned : others are of a contrary fentiment, 
and believe there is no ppwer without'the commandment 
of the Great God. There are others, who believe neii* 
ther charms, nor charaflers, nor magic ; who, defpifing 
all thefe fuperilitions, attribute all to Dcftiny ; and I be¬ 
lieve the fame. Ahmet Cclcbi explains this perfectly well 
in his Journal, which begins in the 1026th year of our 
Hegira; when he affirms, that all things which pafs here 
below are elFefted by the orders of heaven, “ We can* 
not doubt (fays he) but the events which we fee, are 
tjie effects of the will of God; yet we muft believe, he 
fufFers all things to happen by fecond caufes,” 

Had not Sultan Ofman irritated the Janizaries and 
Spahi*8, by throwing them into the river alive, when 
he ran difguifed through the (Ireets of Conftantinopic, 
and found them drinking wine in taverns: and had he 
not publiihed his defign of reforming his militia, and 
tranfporting the imperial feat elfcwhere, he had not per¬ 
haps been murdered with fo much ignominy. 

God font him a terrible dream before his death. He 
thought he faw our great Prophet fnatching the Alco¬ 
ran, which he was then reading, out of his hand, and 
taking from him by force his coat of arms, and ibiking 
him down with fuch a great box on the ear, that he 
coul^not get up again. Thou knoweft he confulted the 
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aftrolo^ers, and interpreters of dreams thereupon. * I will 
not repot t what he, who was his preceptor, faid, for it 
was plain flattery; but we faw, what was foretold by 
the aftrologers came punctually to pafs. Tbefe had fore¬ 
told, that the emperor fhould never fee the feaft of Rame- 
zan, becaufe the liar which prefided at his birth, was 
much obf<^ed in its conjunction with the phnet that 
was then predominant; which made them affinn, he 
would die in a very little time. The ignominy wherewith 
his death was accompanied, was an elfcCl of deftiny; 
for never any of t^ie Cfinans ffffTered fo much fliamc. 
He had feveral times feen the fatal cord about his neck 
without dying. A foldicr, in charity, lent him his hand¬ 
kerchief to cover his hcaJ, which was without a turban. 

He faid, all in tears, to his murderers, “ Ye faw this 
morning your emperor up<m the throne, and this evening 
you are for throwing him into a dung-cart, defigned to 
carry dirt into the fea ; you cannot live always, and God 
will require a reafon for this cruelty.” Thou knowell 
his relifting of thofe that ftrangled him, caufed him ta 
fuffer much pain. They took hold of him by the fccrct 
parts ; and one of hia ears was cut off, and carried to the 
Valide, who expeCled the news of his death. The will 
of God appears in this adventure ; as alfo, the power of 
fecond caufes. Thou mayeft fee all this in the Journal of 
Ahmet. Had not Marlhal Crequi been in the wars, he 
had not perhaps ended his days by a violent death ; and 
had he not been fo i afli as to approach too near to the 
enemies works, the fatal bullet had not touched him. 

We fee hereby an effeft of God’s will accompanied 
with our confent; becaufe we fearch by our own choice 
tjiat which we might avoid. 

Tn the mean time, accufe me not of ignorance or fu- 
perftition, if I have been long in entertaining thee, upon 
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a matter in a£lIon betwixt man and the devil. Thou 
knoweft that by magic art, wc number the twelve fpirits 
or angels, which prefide over each of the figns of th^ 
zodiac, which govern the nations, people, and cities 
committed to their care. In like manner, in the fccret 
caballa of the Jews, by the twelve anagrams of the 
great name of God, and according to the colour of the 
ftones where thefe anagrams were engraved, they judged 
the future ; performing thereby things very aftonifhnig. 
They have fubjc^led our bodies to thefe twelve ligns, and 
divided them into twelve principal members. But how 
many furpriling things are done with tlie number fevcn,< 
to which they have applied the feven planets; by means 
whereof they difeover the fecrct of the good or evil for¬ 
tune of men ? Add to this, the invocation of fphils, and 
the power of figures, of words, of herbs, of writings, 
of holy charadters, and fo many other inohantments, 
wherewith they confult the black angels ; and thou wilt 
find that men do many wonders by this art, which they 
cannot do without fupernatural afiifiance. 

The little bits of paper, cut triangularwife, which 
Tockta Cham, the King of Perfia’s general, caufed to 
be thrown in the night round about the imperial tent of 
the great Vificr Alls (in each of which there was a cer¬ 
tain word writ) wrought more confiderable efiefls, than 
the Spaniard’s inchanted bullet, which killed Marihal 
Crequi. The Ottoman army revolted the day following, 
as if pofleiTed with furies. The mofl; feditious took and 
bound the Vifier, and made him raife the ficge of B''by- 
^on : And the King of Perlia, who had already difmiFed 
Muftapha Aga, our envoy, with the treaty, wherry he 
furrendered this place, being advertifed of the precipitate^ 
•retreat of our army, caufed‘Mullapha to be called back, 
tearing the treaty hf had given him in his prcfence ; and 
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bade lilin tell his general, he could not do fo fliatpefijl an 
action, as to furrendcr fo important a place to an army 
jthat was running away. 

Haft thou ever heaid of any thing fo ftrange ? Read 
this Ahmet Celcbi's book, and thou wilt fee, that all 
thefe prodigies arrived in one day. The hiftorian makes 
no judgment upon this adventure, he only reports it; 
neither do I believe it was an effeft of the enchantments 
of thefe bits of paper, and the charafters contained in 
them ; becaufe it is certain our army was greatly preffed 
with hunger. Buf in effe£l, whyi Muftapha, all in tears, 
reproached tlie Vrfier, that if he had gained but two days 
time, he had made a peace equal to a vidlory $ Ahs an- 
fwered him, How couldft thou with thy tears, retain an 
army poffeffed witli all the devils of hell, and refolved to 
be gone ? 

If thou finifh the reading of fo long a letter, accufe 
thy patience, and reproach not me with tedioufnefs, for 
having wnt many things to thee, worthy of being known. 
After the death of the French general, Breme was pre- 
fently delivered to the Spaniards, by the cowardhnefs of 
the governor, who incurred In time a rigorous dettiny for 
it; having his head cut oft at Cazal, w'here they bad im- 
prifoned him. 

The great God preferve thee and thine for ever; and 
proted thee againft the ill-will of thofe that do not love 
thee. 

Paris, 20th of the 4th Moon, of the Year X638. 


XIX.-— To Murat Bass a. 

•The Duchefs Dowager of Savoy finds herfclf extreme- . 
iy prefted by the continual incurfione which the Sp'aniard^ 
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make into Piedmont: they having befieged VerceUe# a 
place which covera the country on the fide of Milan. 

She herfclf appears on horfeback with great courage 
being refolvad to recover what is lofty as "WcU as to de¬ 
fend the reft, which is In fome danger ; having joined her 
beft troopBy with great dth'gencey to thofe of France. 

A Gauxiina], which they call the Cardinal la Valette, 
coRunandsy in the place of Marfhal Crequiy thofe troopar 
of France, which confift of twelve thoufand foot, and four 
thouiand horfe. 

Thou doft not knogr, perhaps, v^at thefe cardinals 
are : they be the principal priefts of the Roman chtifoh^ 
Their profeflion is not to command armies, though that 
fometimes happens, either through want of fage ca|itainsr 
which thefe infidel kings may fometimes ftand in need of; 
Of for other fecret reafons wlilcb are not always eafy to 
penetrate, and miift be of great importance, France not 
wanting fit feculars: A Romani mufti, called Innocent 
IV. gave the purple habit to tliefe priefts, and obligM 
them to wear red hats, caps and bonnets, that this co¬ 
lour might always put them in mind, they oiight to (hed 
their blood for the fervice of their church and religion. 

I have been t<dd, that formerly there^ere but five>and« 
twenty, and now their number is faid to be feventy>two ;• 
which is that of the difcijdes of the ChrifiiaB Meffiah 
but they are feldom complete. I was defirous of being 
precifely informed what the dignity of a cardinal is ; and 
an old phyficiati, that feems to be an honell man, inftrufts 
me in all things that regard the religion and politics of 
the Chriftians : he is fuch an enemy to the circiimcifion, 
that he givea often the uncle»ieft of all meats to Ibis pa¬ 
tients, fuch as we think unwholefome, and cannot b^ 
eaten yrithout fin. 

Thou that art ar ftatefinan, nnd obliged to aflift at 
F p/. • c 
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eouncily and in the divan» ought to know morelhings 
than others, and thofe more perfefUy. 

, 1 will inform myfelf with care of the life, adlions and 
genius of this Cardinal la Valette, to know, whether the 
king his mailer has any other reafon than that of his va¬ 
lour and experience in war, to make ufe of a prieft in his 
armies to ihed blood and min people ; for 1 never heard 
the muifulmans did ever make ufe of a cheik to com¬ 
mand the armies of the empire: befides, they are with¬ 
out experience, fearful and fuperftitious. 

The Spaniards aine more powerful in infantry and ca¬ 
valry, having 18,000 foot, and 5000 horfe, whereby they 
l^retcnd to render themfelves maften of Piedmont, and 
drive the French wholly out of Italy. The Marquis of 
LeganeS, governor of Milan, affirms, that his king will 
not fufFer the children of the late Duke of Savoy to be 
under the prote^ion of grangers. He fays, that Pigne- 
rol, and other places in the power of the French, were 
ufurped upon the houie of Savoy, and muft be reftored. 
They affirm, that the houfe of Auilria will hinder the, 
widow, her .children and fubjeds from being opprefled. 

Behold here an example of the lingular piety of the 
Spaniards, in favour of a widow and her children j and 
on the other fide, admire the kindnefs of the French, who 
fight agalnil thefe fame Spanuida, for the confervation of 
that which concerns neither of them. It will be diffi- 
cult to difeover thefe fecret myfteries. Every prince puts 
a value upon his realms, as he does upon his monies. 

The Dutchefsof Savoy came acebmpanied with a great 
number of ladies, and the greateft of her court* She 
was oQ*^borfcback, at the head of all the company, both 
horfe and foot, and haraogpied the army amidft the bat¬ 
talions. , 

She conjured, not only the captains, but even the/:or- 
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porals*and private foldiers, not to abandon her defence. 
She fhowed all the fentiments of grief that a perfon of 
courage could have» in feeing herfelf expofed to lofe h^ 
eftate, or to fee her children^ in a manner,^-captives; and 
upon this occaiion, (he failed not to mingle torrents of 
tears with the moft charming exprefliont, which is ordi<* 
narily the ftrong^ft eloquence of women. 

The army being feniible of the dutchefs’s misfortune, 
which (he kad reprefented with all poffible eameftnefs, 
the Cardinal Valettc caufed it to difcamp to relieve Ver* 
celle. He forced the hnes, and put two thoiu 

£uid men mto the place. The behcged, fortified «with 
fuch fuccours, made a great fally, and much infidel blood 
was filed on both fides. But all that the cardinal could 
do with his care, and the dutchefs with her tears, could 
not hinder Vercelle from falling into the hands of the 
Spaniards. It is faid, that the commander of this place, 
and his garrifon, defended themfelves to the laft extremr* 
ty; and having no more powder or lead, they fought at 
pufii of pike, with ftones, and finally, when all was gone, 
with their fills. 

But this is not believed here, it being alleged, that the 
governor or the general, did not do their dut^. The can* 
dinal, fay they, failed^ his duty alfo; for knowing they 
* wanted ammunition, yet he did not fend it, though 
found means to put into the place fuch a great mwb^ 
of man. But the governor is blamed yet more, that did 
not difeover this his neceifity to the general. 

X tell thee all thefe particulars, to inform thee of the 
manner how the French make war; many of whofe over* 
fights would call us our fives. 

There marched out of Vercelle 4900 men bearing 
anns^ Thence thou mayeft judge, that our generals are 



XETTERS WRITTEN ST ^Vol, L 

not cruel when they caufe the heads of commandersito be 
taken off that-behatre them&lves fo UI. 

^The Princefs of Mantau, who has loft her hulband, 
wouldi they fayy marry a prince of the Houiie of Au« 
ftria, called the Cardinal In&nty which is an cScdi of the 
policy of the Spaniards to have a better pretence to at¬ 
tack Mountferrat, and drive out the Freacby who enter¬ 
ed there by confent of the JDuke of MantaUf who was 
fovereign thereof. 

The valiant Duke of Rohan is it length dead, in a 
caftle near Beme. T think 1 writ was hurt and taken 
prifoner in the battle fought by the Swedes againft the 
Germans. He was in the fixty-eighth year of his age, 
and waa very confiderable for his erudition, valour, and 
expexience in war. He was bred a feddter from his youth; 
waa always employed in military aSm, and had often 
commanded armies. He fupported by bis bravery and 
experience, for a long time, the lemains of a feeble and 
dying party againft the power of the king. He was il- 
luftrious by-the greatnels of his houfe; and his religion 

was that of the Calvinifts, called the Reformed. Plis 

’* _ 

body was embalmed, and afterwards brought to Geneva, 
with gjReat nu^ificenoe and warlike pomp. This city is 
the retreat of fuch as the church of Rome calls heretics, 
who are all well received here; whieh gives great ooca- 
fion of complaint to the Pope’s partizans^ how reafon- 
ably, I will not prefume to determine; but ^ere appears 
to me much more fplendour in the ceremonies of thofe of 
the Catholic churdi, and. ^ey pretend to greater virtue 
and antiquity. 

Thefe are the tranlaAioni is Italy which came to my 
k^wledge. I will not fail to write what paffed in Ger. 
many thefe lafl moons, as foon as 1 have the certaiaty of 
them. 
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Pray God the many differences and wars which are a- 
niongft the infidels, may never end; that Italy may be 
humbled even to die ftirrup of the hotfe, on which tides 
the great emperor of the cleft ai Ood, 'the faithful muf- 
fulmaus; and that all Germany may adore the facred 
porch of Mecca. 

I pray God fupport thee always, that thou never fall j 
and fo conduft thee, that thou never goeft aftray. 

Paris, a?th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1638. 


4 

XX*—-7b Dokst Oglov# - 

IThi conditioQ 1 am in at prefent, makes me think of 
thofe long and tedious days we paffed tog^er at Paler¬ 
mo In flavery. JIow fruitlefii were the tears which the 
irkfomnefs of our captivity made us Hied ? yet nothing 
bcfel Us, but what is common to otlier nmn: but thon 
vrert too young to iupport it, and I had not experience 
* enough of the world to conceive the unhappinefs wherd^ 
unto fortune had reduced me. 

Thou art at prefent Conftantinople, where thou haft 
all thy heart can defirf; and 1 at Paris, where Z have a 
thoufand things to take care for. Conftantinople and 
Paris are indeed two of the greateft cities in the world 
but much differing in manner of hving, clothes, language, 
and religion. Thou art at prefent in the midft of plea* 
fures, with thy friends, children, wife, with the hljcrty 
of exercifing thy religion, which is the wuc one; and 
that, in the mofques, which our fathers eftabllihed { 
moreover, thou art elevated in dignity. 1 , on the con¬ 
trary, am amongft infidels, amongft idolaters and here¬ 
tics, 'obliged to live with a nation ihuch differing from 
ouft 14 inclinations and cuftoms. Finally, I live a- 
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mongil the devil's peacocks. The excelBve hberty they 
give themfelvesy is not fuck as is enjoyed with true fatif- 
fafUon of mind ; feeing they do a thoufand things which 
carry repentance along with them. 

The philofophy of the Stoics^ which 1 learned during 
my captivity, gave me to underftand of what importance 
it is for a man to know himfelf. Thou mayelt remember, 
perhaps, in the beginning of our flavery, that thy mailer 
and mine were no lefs oppoUte in their manner of living, 
than our geniufes wgre differing. 

My inquiry was after books and writings; and watch¬ 
ing did not weary me, provided 1 employed it in learn¬ 
ing fomewhat. On the contrary, thou being always em¬ 
ployed with different handy-works, didff little think that 
Heaven had defigned thee to wear a fword, and confequent- 
ly to the employments of war. . 

How many things did we fufier in thofe days, whereat 
we do now laugh ? Thou wert always chained, and 1 in 
prifon in a den; thou wert beaten becaufe thou wouldfl 
not rea^d, and 1 was banged to pieces becaufe 1 would 
not embroider. 

The reading of Seneca could not induce me to paidon 
my mailer the ballinados hC gave me. That which I en- 
clured was greater than the pains which thou didft fuffer; 
1 was perfecuted Tor the pleafure I took in reading; and 
tb^ wotdd oHige thee to ftudy, whereas thy inclinations 
qiutc d^erent from mine* 

, l^s hnlhip made me refolve to hHc in a cel¬ 
lar, wiijiiOm bread and without water. 1 had nothing but 
vetf ^nacR with me; and 1 was refolved to deliver myfelf 
from myTervltude by death; fo far had this Stoic per- 
fdaded me not to Uve. ** Thou art fo near death (quoth 
he) and in the mean' time art a Have." Judge the Torce 
of my temptation, by the authority of this g);eat man* 
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WhilArl was thus hidj my mafter fearched for me in Taini» 
in the garden, the ftable, the kitchen, and had no lefs pain^, 
to find me than I had to hide myfelf from him. But af; 
length I chofc the better part, which was, Ao live and to 
forgive. 

My mailer owes his life to Seneca ; he taught me fo 
well to forget offences, that my defpair changed into re- 
fped. 1 had no more mind to die. 1 fdt my courage 
fail, and fear made me pardon my mailer. Thou hadft 
no knowledge of this adventure, becaufe I went into the 
country^ and thou waft ranfomed whilil I was out of Far 
lermo, I was fo very intent upon my ftudies, that< my 
mafter, vanquifhed by my obftinacy, gave me liberty to 
apply myfelf to them, being himfelf alhamed to continue 
ignorant, whilft 1 dreamed of nothing but of improving 
my mind. 

In the courfe of four years and four moons, that my 
captivity lafted, Nero’s mafter gave me the firft tindure 
of morality; and after that, I went into the academies^ 
•where 1 writ the |ounial of my life* Plutarch, Livy,, 
and Tacitus, made me foigct the odious names of maften 
and flave. 

The examples of fo many great men whofe hiftorie* 
we find there; of fd many emperors, kings, captains^, 
mafters, or flaves of their palfions: fome dead by t^e 
hands of their friends by poifon $ others by the Iwof 
and furprife; others perfecuted by their fathers or their 
Tons, fometimes by their wives, and often by their native 
country and Haves, fo often faved and defended by them- 
fclves, difpofed me to fufter patiently the ftate whereun- 
to 1 was reduced, and to acknowledge, ** That the bumneft 
man is never a Have, wherever he is, when he can find 
mafter within himfelf.” I had time then to do a thoofand 
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good^ things, which 1 fhould never have done, if 1 had 
i^ot been in the condition 1 then fbnnd rnyfelf in. 

^ Coniider how much we learn by books, and more yet 
hy the difgraccs that happen to us. We fee the ill as in 
a perfpedive, and the good in little. Difgraces afBid: 

when they happen ; and good fortune when it leaves 
Hi. When I was in my houfe, 1 lived not at reft, be- 
caufe 1 fancied fenring; and now I am in fervice, I am 
in coatinual fear of not pleaftng. How many fouls hath 
Amnrath feat into the other world to expeft the univer- 
ial day of judgment! And how nany mart will he fend 
in this hege of Babylon, whither hf goes in perfon, car* 
lying terror with him, and fbrcft fuffideot to deftroy the 
empire of the Pcrjfiantf’! 

He hath commanded me to obferve the anions of the 
Chriftians with aU poffible application and exa^nefe, to 
give information of them. H^ wffl in doubtfid affairs 
have me to write to him my own judgment* and not that 
of othera. He will have me net to Ihortmi bat extend 
my explications; that i{othiiig‘tffiiy be left that wftl ad¬ 
mit of a double incerpretatioa^ 'and wiQ rather have me 
tedious than appear eloquent by the condfenefe of my 
tfebriont. He orders me to receive the advices of Car- 
eoa, who is at Viesnat and to inform Adenai the Jew, 
u 4 o refides at Genoa, la what » neeeftary, to the’ end 
that all that paffes in Germany^ Italy and B^ance, may 
be difpatcbed to the mintifers of the Divan. 

The fecretary of ftate, at mafter aft that is written, 
has orders to enregifter toiy ktters, and examine them. 
He, according to his caprkioufnefs, or ignorance, may 
tender the exafknefs'wherewith 1 obey criminal, by faying* 
am a fool, or do not write the troth.*' This regifter- 
ing puts me in pain ; for as many mean things may ap¬ 
pear very good at ftrft ftght, and are ofeen comnwnded 
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because of their novelty; fo they may appear'alfo very 
defpicable when they come to be examinedi and may de« 
ferve a check. ^ 

1 tell thee what I have reafon to fear^ withont teUing 
thee thofe things which might raife a belief in thee that 
1 have reafon to hc^. 

Oar fovereigns are mighty, and they dilUnguilh them- 
fdives fiom all the potentates of the world, by the impe* 
tuoufnefs wherewith they give their orders: and there ia 
no empire where punifhments and rewards work fo great 
eifeds. Thou knowe^ the reft, wluch is fuperfluous to 
tell thee, and which princes do not willingly hear. ^ 
Explain to me better the news 1 heard of Mufluladdia 
Aga, of an action of juftice of old Berber. 

He writ to me, that a creditor to whom he owed for a 
ihirt, being dead, he had put the price into the deceafed’s 
handy and went his ways. This new way of paying debts 
feems very extraordinary to me. There is an author, 
whether Greek or Latin, 1 have forgot, winch tells ano* 
ther adventure, not unlike this, of a man, who, not find-' 
ing his (hoemaker alive, threw the price of the ihoes he 
had made him into his {hop. If thefe actions be not 
done for oftentation, diey kcm virtuous; but if out of 
vanity, I cannot believe that our negligence to pay Our 
creditors, whilft alive, can be exeufcd by the care we tsdtf 
to pay them after their death. ^ 

The dead want nothing in the o^er worid; they arf 
living that have need of fuppltes in this, and *who fuffer 
fometimes very much, when they are not pun£iuafiy pai4< 
The ancients could never fufficiently defcribe the excefsf 
which men committed by their palfions, and the modemg 
do it as little. They are juft ibmetimes even to fuper^i. 
tion,» and fomeiimes unjuft even to exeefs. Sultan Mu- 
ftapha’ii charity Jbr the poor was very gnat. He viraa 
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not Xatisfied, according to the precepts of Pythago^Sy to 
give life to beafts} his fimplicity went yet fartherf not 
precedentcd by any prince or faint; he threw pieces of 
gold to the fifties, in ponds and nven« allying for his 
reafon, that the moft fecret fdms were the ntoft agreeable 
to God, and that thefe animals would never tell of it. 

Thou wilt anfwer me when thou haft time and conve« 
ni«ice. God give thee the fuccour which is necelTary 
for thee | and let our Great Prophet be always favourable 
to thee. 


r 

Paris, 2oth of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1638. 




XXI. —^othe Kaimacham. 

laft letters (how what happened in Italy, on the fide 
of Piedmont, which thou mayft have feen at the Divan. 

1 have informed the council what the infidels have 
done there, where three different nations, which have but 
one religion, fight together: The French make war upon 
the Spaniards, to affift the Savoyards; and thefe latter 
would drive the Uther out of Italy, and reduce Savoy 
under their power, which «doet what it can to avoid the 
yoke of both thefe nations. ■ 

> is to he feared that mew troubles may arife from 
this war t which wftl undoubtedly happen, if it be not 
fuiddenly terminated by a peace. 1 will only write to 
thee what 1 know, and perhaps what is not come to thy 
knowledge. 1 will not repeat,what 1 have already writ¬ 
ten, beeaufe my letters pafii fecutcly^ by the good order 
whiph thou haft taken.' 

The dl^crent interefts of the princes of Italy, occa« 
fioti fmall intelligence -betwixt them. As their e^tes 
are feparated, the one from tlie other, fb they are divided 
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by th^r maxims, their interefts, and pretenfions. They 
have, however, but one religion, which they make to 
ierve for a pretext to their defigns, which are all differ* 
ent; and there is not one of them whichLjwhoUy xnind» 
his religion, which can have but one only end. 

There are few that can fufier the conquefta of the 
French in Italy, becaufe that nation feems reftlefiir^and 
men would not fee the Spaniards more powerful than 
they are, becaufe they play too much the mafters* Butr 
however, as the leail of thele princes have their paitictt<^ 
lar inclinations and fec^et intcrefts whh thefe two nations;- 
thou art ignorant of thofe of the republic of Gcnoa^with 
the S^^iards, with whom they have ftrong alliances; 
But peradventure thou haft not been informed of a con> 
(piracy, which appears to have been carried on in that 
city, to introduce the Spaniards into it» which the repu¬ 
blic w^ in nowife fuffer. ' ^ 

The faid confpiracy is thus related i. The Marquis of 
Monterey having fiaiihed the time of hb government of 
Naples, and being embarked with fbme ^lUeys, for his 
return into Spain, came incognita .Into Genoa, having 
had a conference in a village neanthe town yrith fome of 
the confpirators, to render bin^lf maftee of the port, 
and afterwards built n^icitadei upon^ higbeft-iide of the 
Far,. Some of the moll qualiffed were, to open one of the 
gates by night,, and receive the trqopa that (honld be dif-' 
barked out of the galleys. The Marquis of Leganez,^ 
governor of Milan, promifed to fend to Genoa a chain of 
flaves, ftronger and more iitimcrouathaiiordinary, which,.' 
inftcad M conlifting oi condemned orimlnab, who was to 
be compofed of the braveft officera of Milan; and fome 
nobles of the accomplices, who were to* (hare m thetrea" 
ty, were to receive the troops, and come ai^med for the 
effeding of the enterprife. 

c 
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After a defign fo wdl laid, the Spaniards were^ ready 
fo execute fo hardy an undeilakuig; when the republic* 
being fuddenly adi^ertifed of the plot* caufisd it to mif- 
carry* withont noiCe* by redoubling the guards* which 
did not a little iiirprife the confpiratomk 

Cardinal iRichUeu’s creatures give'OUt* that one Do- 
iBa* '(UiQfid their prince, did difluade, or hinder the plot* 
which was pso&table for Italy* hut contrary to our in- 
toreJls; foe thence undoubtedly had fprung a war* which 
wotuld never have had end* whether betwixt the fubje^s 
of this conunonwealth* who wo|)ld have ruined each 
other* or France and! Spain; and thou wilt al 6 ) find* 
that HI preferring the liberty of their country* asid keep- 
ing-the ^aaiaiids at a diftance* they will maiatam them* 
fidves ilill.in a condstioa advantageous for the comraon- 
wealth* and neceflary to the crown of Spain. 

They fay* that die conftancy of Dona hath ac^ired-. 
the honour of having twice iaaed the liberty of bis coun¬ 
try* 

Thia Doria is defended fipom Andeew* Dona* that 
gieat captain who did^fh niaRy^braee adions agakift our 
natioD* coounaadnag die marhime armieSrof Charles V* 
Emp^roB'of Gcmiaiiy; and fince thoie^of FhiHp 11 ; his, 
fon* King of SpaiO) and wha^of^ODoabated the inwn- 
cifide'' Atiadwi. '> •' r 

i^l< do not bdk«s that Adlwai* who was at Oimoa* hath 
wdt thisadwenture to thsc* either'becaufe it may not be 
trae* or beeaufe the thing being vety it was in a. 
manner ftiBed as foOB' as difisonireiti 

If thou wilt know the paitiOMkK Mafonuigs inade upon 
this occtfion* It^will thoe: That th& moft advifed 
Fiench believe* that tho^ Spaniards did'attempt fo &isa 
blew ; but lhat dio^ twO' parties in the city, the aae to 
preferve their liberty* and the other to^ maintain their 
authority* did both avoid the condufion.. 
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The«difceixrfe w at prefent various concerning re¬ 
public ; and the French do as much endeavour to ns^e 
fecret treaties with it, as the Spaniards to hinder its change 
of mailers; it being .always of great advantage to fach' 
who have pretent^es in Italy to be ia good eorrefpondence 
with this place, whieh may be termed the principal port. 

The French make a great noife with their pretences 
upon Genoa; and they at prefent revive many ancient 
hiilories: They affirm, that the Genoefc, when they 
had differences amoogft themfelvcs, have oftentimes chang¬ 
ed thdr laws and their j^nafters $ and that they have been 
fubjefted to flrange powers; that two Charles’s, ^ one 
Lewis, and Francis L aU kings of France, have taken 
them into their protcdlion, having aHb fid>diied then by 
force of arms. They add, that this Francis h continued 
a great while to<fend them governors; -and that k was by 
the valour and refoltition of Dorla, that this republic reco¬ 
vered its firll liberty* 

Thefe are the dkcoui^s thair people make at Paris, the . 
entertainment of itfle peijons, as alff) of our politicians* 
It will be a hard matter to teU what the king thinki^ 
and what are the fentiiuents of his couneik 

Conlider in the mean thfle, with whtt impudence pei^ 
pie difeouffe here;'Hbey prefume to decide affairs 
ftate ; they decide and accommodate differences f the^ 
fupport anch ruin commonwesKdis and kingdnms. Bdit. 
this is no new thing/the people in alt times having takem 
the liberty to cenfure the addons of fbvereigns. * 

It is not for enlarging my letter, that I write the& par¬ 
ticulars of the hiflory of Genoa; but being an ancient: 
nation, which hath formerly wearied.the courage* of the 
Romans by their enterprifes and oppofition, and have 
perfofmed Upon our feas great and noble a6tiont: The 
O^ans have he^ therefore in confidexition; and the ra-^ 
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ther becaufe we polTefs many countries, and confifierable 
places that were under their dominion in Alia Minor, 
upon the Black Sea, and in the Archipelago. 

I Ihall ever recommend ^ thy words and a^Uons to 
Almighty God, and pray him to hinder thee from fall¬ 
ing into error, and to profpcr all thy undertakings. 

Paris, a4th of the jth Moon, of the Year 1638. 




XXII.—.To fJ^ fume, 

HtMllY of Bourbon, firft prince of the blood of France, 
marching by Bourdeaux, came upon the frontiers of 
Spain, where he behcged Fontwrabia, ftrongly feated up¬ 
on the brink of the ocean. His army is made up of twelve 
Uioufand foot, and twelve hundred horie. The two nations 
have had feveral encounters and ikiriniihes, wherein the 
• lofr and gain have been equal on landw^ 

But the Spanilh aSiurs go fo iH at fea, that thou wilt 
wonder at the great lofCrs they received there. Tho 
French have burnt two galleons upon the frocks, that 
were making, and fix others enrirdy finifiied, which had 
not been yet at fea. They have ,f|uther taken eleven 
great (hips, whereof fix Wore richly ladea ibi- the Indies 
befides the equipage and munirions of war y with two old^ 
galleons that were of no great ufe. They farther took a 
prodigious number of cannons, whkk lay ;iy»on the fiiore^ 
100 whereof were brafs, ,all with the arms of Auftria. 

If all this I write be tme^ as I verily bdieve it is, 
we may lay, that this prixe, were there no more than 
a humh^ and fifty pieces of ordnance^ was no mean pur- 
chafe. 

lay nothing of the great quantity of artillery mqunt- 
ed upon the (hips and galleons, for fear of troubling thee 
with the newt of fo great a victory, wherein thx^^^xnch 
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gained jp many vefTela, and fuch great rlclicis as wIU fuf- 
iice to equip a great fleet. 

The prince befleges the place and prefles it; but the 
Spaniards defend themfelves bravely, and giuch blood* 
will be Ihcd there. 

The prieft of Bourdeaux, which thefe infidels call the 
archbifhop, was come thither with fixty fail j whereof 
forty-two are men of war, and the reft attenders; with 
fome firefhips, filled with bituminous matter $ which in¬ 
flames eafily, to burn the enemy’s Ihips .where they can 
come at them ; fo that^there is nothing granting in the 
armies by fea or land. ^ 

This Archbiihop of Bourdcaux makes more noife at 
prefent than the pope; and it is credible that what he 
has done, will gain him great favour with his king. 

He has, with as much courage, invefted fourteen gal- 
lies and four frigates, udikh came frmn the neighbouring 
ports to the relief of Fontarabia, with three thouiand na¬ 
tural Spaniards. 

He fought fix hours together with this new army, which 
he entirely defeated, having burnt a'nd funk all thefe ihips, 
except one galley, which was ftianded and rendered ufe- 
lefs. The Admiral of Sp^n, with eight hundred men, 
was blown up $ which pas no finall misfortune to the ? 
Spaniards, who loft ^upoh this occafion a great number i 
of foldiers and feamen : and it is believed they wiU not* 
be able to appear before tiietr enemies at fea this great 
while. 

If fo many Ioffes fufiered by a party, are not advanta¬ 
geous to the Grand Signior, becaufe the other is grown 
fo much the fixonger thereby, he will however gain this 
benefit by it, that the French and Spanifh being both 
enemies to our nation and religion, ous affairs will he iff 
fccurity, when of two enemies we. fee one fop^ 


greater 

preifed: 
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l^ic Frcricli puUHih by their joy and continual fcaft- 
ings, the advantage they receive from thcfe’^fucceffca. 
And thefe infidels have reafon to rejoice, their victory 
having all the agreements pofBUei^ is indeed great, and 
their lofs very inconfiderable. 

They fay there were but twelve of the Ihipff of France 
dirordered, and that they loit not above a hundred fca- 
men, and very few oificert. Here bath been made dr 
large relation of- this victory ; and it is engraven in cop¬ 
per, to the end it may be made public in all its particu¬ 
lars, and the memory of it corjferved to future ages. 
Since the Tofs of the armado, fumamed the Invincible, 
which Philip II. fent into England, in the year 1588, to 
tnake war upon a woman, we have not known that Spain 
has fufiered fo great a lofo. 

This is the only news I can tcl! theo at prefent. So 
many armies as are in continual a&ion, will fiirnifh matter 
enough hereafter to divert thee, by reciting the follies of 
thefe infidels, who feem to defiroy themfelvea daily, and 
ruin their affairs tO'gratify us by their defeats, and make 
us triumph. 

Paris, lydi of tke <$th-!Moon, of the Tear 1638. 


XXZIL—^o'yA.riJ, 

thou always followed thy inclitiatlbir, and thy natu« 
ral honefty, thou wilt be indtfiitigable in faithfully ferv- 
ing the fultaa, and thou wIK' not be dverfe to him that 
efteems thee, and loves thee. 

Reaj whsd 1 write to th&e, abd^puhiiih it when thou 
read'it, that the councM may know* that it is rcfolir* 
ed at the diet held at Sitoekhohn, the refidence o^ the 
King of Swedcoi to cootinoe the war'^^inft Auftria; 
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and the Duke of Weymar, and the General Ban* 
mer, begin already to combat the ImperiaHds. Thou 
wilt fee Spain and Germany attacked on fo many fidesy 
and by fuch powerEd enemies, that it is credible there 
may happen fuch vaft loiTes to all thefe CHriftians, that 
the true believers will have occafion to rejoice, and to 
hope yet the aggrandizing of the great and moft mighty 
king of kings Sultan Amurath, mafter, and abfolute fo- 
vereign of both feaa, and vanquiiher of all nations. 

This king hath fent an army Into Picardy, under the 
command of MarftAl CbottUon, to b^hege St. Omer, a 
very ftrong place in Artois, belonging to the Spaniards; 
finreml WUages and towns of confideration being alihady 
burnt and pMlagcd. 

The flifthful Save Maharat (alutet thee; gives thee a 
friendly kHii^ and wiflxes thee idl ibrt of profperity. 

Paris, 24th of the Moon, of the Year Z438. 


XXIV.-—To the Kaimacham. 

'I'HE King of PVanee hath fent forth another army. ' I 
have already informed thee, that this prince hath already 
three armies in three parts of Europe. There is one in' 
Piedmont, commanded by C^ioal la Valette; another, 
whereof Prince Henry of Conde is generaliSimb, whieh 
they hope will quickly take Fontarabia; and another 
commanded by Marfhd Chatillon, which befieges Saint 
Omer. 

The Duke of Longueville is at the head of the fourth, 
which is entered into Burgundy, with deiig^ to min the 
French county, defended by Duke Charles of Lorrain, 
one 0I* the Etnperor^s generals. * 

So many armies, and fo many captains march aerainfl 
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the Spaniards. This nation fufficlently mantfefts her 
force. She is attacked on all tides, and reiHb and de¬ 
fends herfelf on all tides. This vaft extent of countries, 
which the Auftrians poflefs, though feparated from each 
other, is the reafon tlut they are always employed in de¬ 
fending themfelves; but they will be eternally expofed to 
lofs, without any appearance of gain.' 

Thou knowell that the true fecret of preferving union 
amongll the good, is to entertain perpetual differences 
amongft the bad; and thou wilt fee, that all the adven* 
tures of this country will render; us invincible. What 1 
tell thee is a true faying. The French at prefent are too 
powerful, with fo many troops, fo many armies by fea 
and land, which are feen in the provincea of their enemies* 

!]phe other Chriftians are in continual apprehenfions. 
The ambaffadors of princes, who refide in this town and 
court, obferve with great diUgence fo many extraordinary 
things, but lay nothing j they do, like me, they write 
and advextife their mafters. 

1 am afraid thou wilt take no pleafure in the relations 
I make thee of the fuoceffes of fo great a power; but I 
outght to let thee know the troth. Affahrs are carried on 
here with much art. The nuniffets ferve with great fide¬ 
lity, and are very fccret. Cardinal Richlieu hath an en¬ 
tire afeendant over the king’s fpirit; and to fay truth, is 
a perfon of great merit* They fay he afpires to true glo¬ 
ry, and will place the crown which Charlemagne wore, as 
emperor of the weft, upon his mafttr^s head. If the good 
fortune of France inarches always at this rate, the misfor* 
tunes of its enemies mnft he excelllve. 

The manifold vrars w^hlch this monarch undertakes, 
and Richlieu counfels him, do in the mean time make the 
people (who bear the burden, by the taxes which thiy are 
forced to pay), murmur ; betides their gpef for the lofa of 
their parents and friends flain in thefc wars. ^ 
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The c&rdinal fears peace, and apprehends his enemies 
may deftriy him, if they have leifure to cabal againft him. 
Thus he finds his intereft in the war, and the armies fup. 
port his authority. 

I cannot yet make any certain judgment of him, nor 
have a perfect knowledge of his manners, no more than 
of the extent of his genius, becaufe the man hides many 
things during his life with a drefs, wjiich will be difcoyer- 
cd when he dies. We cannot fee which are his good in¬ 
clinations, and it is not eafy to penetrate into a difcovery 
of the vices which he is inclined to. * 

.^n few words, he has much contributed to the peace 
of France, divided by diverfity of religion* He hat^ 
fuccoured Italy, and manifefted there the power of the 
king his fovereign; hat weakened the empire of Ger¬ 
many, by the war he hath carried into her4)ofom by the 
joint forces of the princes of the north, and them of 
France at once ; and no lefs weakened the power of the 
king of Spain. 

• • Thou that knoweft every thing that paffes, and haft 
intelligence from all parts of the world, canft truly judge 
of aftairs; which makes thee know and forefce all that 
may prejudice the formidable empire of the Muffulmans. 

Paris, 40 th of the 7th Mwii, of the Year X63S. 


XXV .—To iht Kaimacham. 

A.LL is in peace here, the war being carried on abroad. 
The court continues to make vows for the queen^s health 
and happy delivery. They feem not £0 much concerned 
for the king's welfare as the queen’s j every body being 

perfuaded that the happinefs of France depends on her 
fafe»delivcry; • 
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I writ to Chtrui^i Muhametf that he ^oul4 mention 
the queen’s being with cliild as a doubtful thing, and 
which might vanifh; but at prefeut it is moft certain ; 
for fhc wiU fliortly be brought-to-bed. She lircs in great 
repofie for fear of hutting herfelf) flie fcarce ftirs out of 
her bed*chamber, and ctcry body endeavours to pleafe her. 

There is news from Provence, of the arrefttng of a 
king’s fon by that governor. The prifoner is brother to 
Uladiflaus king of Poland. 

It is &id that the*King of Spain had' made Prince Ca- 
fimir vicproy of Portugal,, in reonmpence of the troops of 
coflacki he had formeriy raiied to defend the county of 
Buigundy. They a^,.th8t being embarked at Gtnoa, 
upon one of the galUes of that republic, for Spain, to 
take pofTeffion of the^feid charge, with a fftiall train of 
domedicf, and coiuit Konickpolfet,' who called hitftfelf 
Uladi/feui’a ambaffador, with the Marquis of Gotizague, 
his kfafinaD, being arrived in Provence, and viliting with 
care all the ports and fortreilhs,, thig gave no fmall caufe 
of hifpicion to the French, He ftaid four days private*, 
ly in Marfeilles j but his galley was arrefted at Bouc, the 
laft port of France, by orders of the king. 

It is not yet known what obliged France to make a 
perfon of his quality prifoner, having nothing to do with 
Poland ; and King Louis XIII. having no particular 
pique againft Prince Cafimir s But the fecrcfts of ftatc be¬ 
ing only known to them that govern kingdoms, I pre¬ 
tend to penetrate no fai ther, but content myfelf to write 
what they do, and what they fay. Thou, who in the 
abfence of the Vifier Azem, ait the glory of his high- 
nefs’s council, art bed able to difeover the reafon of fo 
fstraordinary a novelty. 

The mofl knowing perfons at court fay, this pi^uner 
will fuddenly be fet at liberty; and that having no war 
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that may^authorife his detentioii, it would be ufjtift to 
detain him^ 

The event will teach me, who am ignorant, and them 
that would divine, that which perhaps nobodyjknows at 
prefent. May it pleaJGe the great God, mafter imd fove- 
reign moderator of all things, tltat the intelligences and 
gueCTei which I give, may always be profitable and agree¬ 
able ; and that thy life may be o£ ^emal duration, fior 
the happinefs of our great emperor and his empire. 

Thou ihalt fuddenly know whether Prince Ci^mir be 
retained bnger in prifon,^r fet at hberfy. 1 wopld that 
King Uladiilaus were in the fame misfortune in the hands 
of the janizaries; and that he, as well as his kingdom, 
were Haves to the invincible Sultan, king of king**; to 
whofe power may it pleafe the Divine Goodnefs, and the 
wifed of his prophets^ to Itibje^ all the countrtes of the 
mfidels, and then to place him with his virives and all tlie 
prophets in his paradife. 

Paris, aoth of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1^38. 


XXVI.^To thi Eaimachaw. 

Having given thee an account of the Imprifonment of 
Cafimir, I will relate to thee the voyage of King Uladi- 
ilaus, his brother,, who is gone a progrefs into Hungary 
and Germany. 

The news is, that the King of Poland was gone 
to make a vifit to the King of Hungary; who, to do 
him honour, fent the chief of his nobles to receive him 
upon the confines of Moravia. 

They write alfo, that Archduke Leopold went from 
'Vieniu^o meet him : they embraced like brethren; and 
returyed together,with the Queen of Poland and her 
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After back to court. It is added, that the people receiv- 
cd this company with great acclammatione,^ with the 
noife of the cannon, and all the fmall (hot of the city. 

The day following, having dined in the Imperial pa* 
lacc, they went together to Luxemburgh to viftt the £m- 
prefs Eleanor, widow to the late emperor of Germany. 

If Carcoa hath hot infonried thee of thefe particulars, 
thou wilt receive them from Mahmut, who watches in- 
ceilantly to give true intelligence, and penetrate as much 
as may be, into all that occurs and is done in this great 
court, which gives motion to aH»the courts of £urq>e. 

Reprove me if I do not well, and punifh me if the 
mnperor be not well ferved, and thou fatisfied. 

‘ Paris, xjth of the Sth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


XXVIL—To Kerker Hassam, Bajfa\ 

D o not accufe me of being iH-advifed or negligent, if 
I write to thee things that thou knoweft already. I am 
only careful in telling thee what happens here, and my 
buftnefs is not to inquire whether thou art better inform¬ 
ed another way. When I am ordered to write all that 
comes to my knowledge, I do my duty in doing it, and 
1 ought not to be reprehended for it. 

1 am told that the Sultan is gone with an army, more 
numerous than all the leaves on the trees, to deftroy the 
Red-Headj*^ and conquer Babylon ; I know that the 
mufti, the grand vifter, and all the ^ndefes of the divan 
followed him ; but 1 am ignorant of what he did in his 
fifft expedition when he took Revan. 

. An old Englifh merchai^, who comes’ from Ifpahan, 
and has ferved in the army of the faithfhl muftimmans, 

* Periians, 
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failed tlik way in his return to England. He hath been 
an eye-wiwefa of the g^at a&ions of Amurath. He 
fays, that this mighty emperor, after his taking of Revan^ ^ 
left twelve thoufand foldiers in garrifon there i^with two 
hundred thouland crowns in filver, belides copper money, 
to pay them. 

He faith aUb, that our mighty monarch, being wearied 
to fee fo much blood of the bdthful, yea, of the heretic 
muifulmansTpilled, he had fent the King of Perfia a chal¬ 
lenge, offering to fight fingly in duel with him; but he 
would not accept of his 

He tells how Amurath being fidlen into the water, ip 
paifing the river Haret, was in great hazard of being 
laid up in cxpedlation of the laff judgment-day in the 
other world, had it not been for a young lufty Solack, 
who took him by the arm, and dragged hkn ouA of the 
river. This accident was the prdude of a great good for¬ 
tune, which happened to this mighty prince upon the 
bank of another river,, called Mako, where he had the 
pews of the birth of a fon, born to him in the ftragho at 
Conftantinople, whom they call Alaaddin; whofe nativity 
hath been celebrated with infinite demonilrations of joy. 

This Engllfhman tells us farther, that Amurath has 
taken Taurii, and appeased pubUcly there with all the 
marks of a formidable power; that he had deftroyed the 
King of Perfia’s feragho, burnt the public markets, and 
caufed a million of fine trees, which renders the lofs irre¬ 
parable, to be eut down. 

Let me know, when thou art at leifure, whether this 
news be true, and do me tlie ftvour to tell me our ^eat 
emperor’s fuccefs in the expedition of Babylon. Tlic po- 
liticians here attend the news of it with much impatience., 
• It is allowed that Amurath is the moff potent of all prin¬ 
ces, the ilrongeft ipan alive, and that only he can vanquifii 
and ruia^e-diings of the earth. 
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Twa ill angers different nations, and botl\fof royal 
blood, are dead in this city. The one C9 Don Ch-riftopher, 
fon of l!>on Antonio, King of Portugal; who, alter he 
‘ bad lived iixty-fix years, without ever attaining the ctown 
of his father, died in a convent of dervifes, called Corde¬ 
liers, where he was buried, in the fame place where fata 
&ther’6 brother had been formeily. 

The other flranger was tilled Zaga Chriftoii who wae 
the legitimate hscceCor of the kingdom of Ethiopia ; a 
young man of twenty-fwe years, fon to the Emprefa Na^- 
zarenne, widow of Jacob, Eo^peror of the Ahyl&nes, 
who died in a village near Paris. He quitted his king¬ 
dom, as thou knoweft, forced by civil wars,- and arrived 
in France in the year 1635 of the hegira of the Gbrif- 
tiane. After many adventures he compofed the Hiftory 
of his Travels, which he performed with troubles and 
incommodities which feemed infupportable. 

What has he not fuifered intraverftng many kingdoms, 
Arabia the Defart,' Egypt, Aiia Minor, and'Jerufalem, 
where he ran the hazard of being anefted by the Baf& 
that relides there, whom he efcaped, by retiring by night 
to Nazareth, amongfttfae Cliriftian dervifes, where he con¬ 
cealed himfelf five moons* 

Hcj faid here, that an eunuch of the Baffa of Cairo, 
bad much folicited him to forfake the Chriftian reh’gion, 
to which he would never confent; and refufed to go to 
Conibancjnople to humble himfdf by proftrating his face 
in the iuft of the Grand Signior^s feet f afthoiigh the 
balTa extremely preifed him to it, with very advantageous 
oifem. 

This king has done mock honour to the manes of the 
.dead prince, whilft perhaps he fuffera cverlafting torments; 
which neither thou nor I fhall fuSis^ if we alwa^ live 
like faithful muffidmans, according to ihe precepts qf the 
laW| ordained by Mahomet| and written in the^^lcoran. 

'It 
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' (hall^ladly hear that thy life ia fafe, and my friend- 
fhip agre«ible to thee. 

Paris, aoth of the 8di Moon, of the Year 1638. 


1 


XXVllI .--the Kaimacham. 

T'hat which hath been fo long expefled, is at length 
happened : The queen is brought-to>bed of a dauphin ; 
the king is a father, the kingdom fecn^ to defiire nothing 
more, and the people wilnefs their joy by a thoufand dif¬ 
ferent feftivitics. '* 

The men, the women, the children and the aged, run 
through the ftreets as at bacchanals. 

They re'oice with their friends, they go to church, and 
thank God, as if a Mefliah had been born to them. 

All the priefts praife God in their temples for fuch a 
prefent; and the monks, not fo content, deafen the people 
with the noife of their bells, and do more than the drums 
•and trumpets of the foldiers, and aU the cannon of the 
citadel and arfcnal. I did in company of others, what 1 
iliould not have dared to perform if I had been ^one, or 
had not been obferved. 

' Thofe who affirmed the queen would be brought-to* 
bed of a fon, pretend now they had been advertifed by 
fome divine revelation, and will pafs for prophets; and 
amongO: thefe there arc many religious. Obferve how far 
their fuperftition extends, * " 

The court has difpatched many expreffes into all the 
provinces of France, and others have been fent to the 
ambafladors, to give notice of this birth to their refpeflive 
princes, 

A who is a bilhop, hath baptized this child with* 
out ^y ceremony,in prcfencc of the Chancellor of France, 
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the princes^ princefTes, and grandees of the kingdom; tht 
further folemnity being referved for another tinde. 

The king commanded Te Deum to be publicly fung, be¬ 
ing the hymn which is ufual to all Chriftians, to thank 
God for extraordinary fucceflea. 

Nothing is feen in the ilreets of Paris but bonefireSy 
a^d fountains of wine, which run day and night. 

The people teftify their joy ; and the fires arc fo great 
on all fides, that it looks as if the city were to be redu* 
ced to afhes.' 

Amongft fo mady fubjeds of joy, the king has where¬ 
with to afHi£l him, having been for fome days toimented 
with a violent tertian ague ; and it cannot be but he mufi 
have his fpirits agitated with fo many wars at once. He 
has armies Tigainfi Spain, in Flanders, Italy, Burgundy, 
and the empire in>Germany; without mentioning his 
naval forces, and the defigns and pretenfions which he 
doth not yet declare. Thou may eft be confident that 
leagues will be formed againft him, and confpiracics 
againft his ftate. The great ones of the kingdom are' 
not afleep ; having long fince had defigns to humble the 
favourites and, zninifters, whofe deportments difpleafed 
them, and to make themfelves mafters of affairs and the 
government. 

1 have a piece of news to tdl thee; but receive it 
as coming from a woman, not Malunut. 1 feldom fend 
that for affured, which in appearance is not truth. What 
I am going to fay will undoubtedly feem ridiculous. 

The women give out that the dauphin has teeth, and 
the nurfes will witnefs it. Thofe who eafily believe won¬ 
ders, publilh this as a moft certain truth. The people 
who add faith to the mdft incredible things, raife ftories 
upon this, and are full of pretended auguries. 

But there being no law that obliges to bclieTe that 
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which r/e^find incredible, thou mayeft therefore receive 
this ncvvsVis thuu pleafeft, and look upon it as ufelcfs, and 
excufe nie. 

They give the king the title of Saint, which they add 
to that of Juft:, becaufe of his great piety, in devoting 
his fon, before he was born, to the Virgin (which the 
Chrlftians fay is the moth^ of their Mefliah), with his 
kingdom, people, and perfon, which he hath put under 
the proteftion of the mother of his God ; which he has 
made appear by prayers, procefllons, and extraordinary 
alms. ' • 

This ceremony is ordinary enough with thefe infidels; 
who, by an incxcufable idolatry, devote their towns, and 
dedicate their temples to men that arc dead, whom they 
call faints; worftiipping them afterwards upon their al¬ 
tars, and invoking them in their diftrefs. 

I have nothing more at prefent to write to thee: 
God give dice always tlie grace to be juft to thyfelf and 
others. 

• .Paris, x6th of the pth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


XXIX.—To Captain Bassa. 

The birth of the Dauphin of France happened this 
month, whereof I forthwith advertifed the Kaimacliam. I 
find myfclf in a great city where they feaft continually, 
to teftify the love they have for the king, the <|ueen) the 
young prince, and the ftate. 

Joy fpreads equally ; the moft miferable, to whom for¬ 
tune has given nothing but tears, do now divert t(iem- 
felves. 

• The4Women rejqice yet moft; and it feems this ad- 

* venture regards thyn principally. There is not one of 
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them that would not h'c-in ; all the maids woiil^ be mo¬ 
thers* and the moft achanccd in year$ do not^now dc- 
fpalr. 

It feems here, that God only hears the prayers of the 
French ; for they believe the queen had never been with 
child, if the people were not holy. Thus all believe, 
that they owe it to a miracle of heaven, not of nature, 
that the child is born, and for that reafon he is called Given 
of God. 

If this be fo, thou mufl: conclude this prince will be 
Very great, and mubh to be redoybted, who hath God fur 
his father, and is heir of a great kingdom. To fay the 
truth, France was never fo flourifliing, befidcs the gieat 
armies they entertain by fea and land. 

But that which appears moft important to me is, their 
vanquifliing the Hugonots, and defeating the rebels. 
The birth of a fucceifor does much heighten thefe ad^ 
vantages, and caufes a great happinefs to this kingdom. 
X have my ihare in the feafting, being obliged to do as 
others : For to what purpofe (hould I appear alHidled i 

Before I relate to thee a bloody combat of galleys, 
which was fought in the fea of Genoa, I will inform 
thee of a ludicrous one in that of Marfeille*;, which re- 
fembled thofc fpefiacles the ancient Romans exhibited 
with fo much pomp and magnificence, called Nauma- 
rhies. 

The Count of Abus, governor of Provence, caufed 
four galleys, two agatnft two, to combat, firft with can¬ 
non, and afterwards with (mall /hot | and hUlly, to board 
with fwords and pikes, wKich was a fetal prefage for two 
nations, who ran in fearch of each other through all the 
^ocean, and exhibited a fed fpeflack by battles, where a 
nulmbei of valiant men were feen to perifh. > 

Fi\ C'^ud'tweaty Spariih ^Ueys appeared on the coaftn 
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of ProvVpce> whefe it was faid they were come to 
prlfe fome maritime place. But the Count of Harcourt, 
general of the armies of the Levant for the king, hav-J* 
ing given them chace, fome of them retired to the coafta 
of Genoa, where they were attacked by a like number 
of thofc of France, which had ftill followed them fmee 
they were feen before Marfeilles. 

It was the firft of this moon that they fought. Ne* 
ver appeared more valour j never was a combat more ter¬ 
rible ; and it is fcarce conceivable what blood was (hed. 
Thou who art a great and excellent feaman, may- 

eft cafily guefs. - 

Thcfe thirty galleys having begun their combat with 
their cannon ^nd muikets, the fea was in a little time 
coloured with blood> and,covered with dead.bodies. Each 
galley having, fingled out his enemy, the ftg;ht was the 
more Uoody and obftlnale. It is faid this.battle was feen 
from tlie walls and tops of houfes in Genoa^ which were 
^crowded with fpeftators, and looked on with the fame 
Ironcern as if they had fought for the empire of Italy. 

The viftory coil much blood; which the French pre¬ 
tended to, feeing they took fix galleys from their ene¬ 
mies, amongft which was the Royal Patron of Spain, the 
Captain, and the Patron of Sicily, with eight hundred 
prifoners; hiving themfelves lofkbut three galleys, which • 
were taken by the Spaniard's. The following night there 
arofe fo violent a tempeft, that the fca had well nigh 
fwallowed the victorious and the vanquifhed. The French 
loft the Royal Patron of. Spain, which breaking loofe, 
retired into a little port of the river of Genoa, where the 
inhabitants of Arenzano feizing it, reftored it to the Spa- 
niard|, which, they fay here, the French will not fail tef 
revenge. 

I«am perfuadcl that all I write to thee is true,becaufe 
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I have It from di'fintcrtfted hands, and fuch as linow the 
trtith of what pafTcs. 

Tliey add only, that the galleys of Spain having more 
flaves and foldiers, the viftory of the Fiench was by fo 
much the more glorious , and they affirm that the other 
had two thoufand foot extraordinary, deflgned for Milan. 

God give thee always vifliory over thy enemies, and 
make thee feared of all the world, 

Paris, 24th of the 9th Moon, of the Year xiSjS. 

9 

_ __ _ . __ ___ __ .__ 

XXX.—To the fame, 

'X'HEY do here fo highly magnify their fuccelTes, as alfo 
thofe of the allies of the crown of France, that I know 
not whRt to believe, thefe exaggerations being fo contrary 
to the glory of the Ofmans. Having given thee an account' 
of the fight betwixt the galleys df France and Spain, I 
will at prefent inform, thee of the advantage, they fay, 
the galleys of Malta have had. 

They affirm, that this fquadron has defeated a very 
great galley of the BalTa of Tripoli, laden with gre^ 
ftore of rich merchandife. We know well, that diM 
vcffel and her lading are of good value; but nol; fo greaf 
as the infidels publiffi. ^hey fay fiuther, that: they took 
upon the coaft of Calabria twd’^eat vcllels, .and a ppla- 
gu, commanded by Bicoce, admir^ of T^|ioli, who Is 
a repegado of MarfeiHes. They fay 
dred Turks, three hundred and fifty 
fifty Chrlflian flaves fet at liberty. If what they fay^is 
true, there were glfo-a great many brafs cannon in thefe 
/iiips. They confefs, that the general of thefe gtolleys 
did all that was to be expe£^ed from a ^valiant man, al¬ 
though he had the |fout; and that they b^t eight 
knights. 
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Thou'sjwho knoweft the truth of this, adventure^ 
itifh fo great a Ife. It is true) that the Chriftians hgve 
taken the vefTels in qucllion ; but it is not true that t^eir» 
advantage hath been fo great as they it, feeing 

there were no brafs cannon, but a few Chriftians deliver* 
ed; and they having loft much mow than they acknow* 
ledge. 

Thou art valiant, thy employment gives thee the com* 
mand of the fea ; root out of the world this little neft of 
obftinate pirates, who breathe but l)y the goodnefs of 
Amurath, whofe demeflcy hinders their deftrudUon. 

Paris, 4th of the xoth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


B O O K IL 

LETTER It—*7o thi Captain Basba. 

HY wilt thou be more cruel than a ferpent, mid give 
me poifon, when 1 fend thee fo good antidotes, to pre* 
ferve thee from the mifchiefs with which thou mayeft be 
overwhelmed f If thou beeft not fatisiied with my friend* 
lliip, be at leaft wife with the ftncerity wherewith I have 
given my advice. Thy proceeding, 1 muft confefs, makes 
me repent I did not take another courfe: I ihould there* 
by, in all probability, have put a ftop to all thy ill prac* 
tices. Had 1 made known to the Grand Vifier what I 
wrote to thee from Vienna, I Ihould have received thanks 
for my care and diligence, and thy chaftifement anight 
have been of good example ; But I tcU thee plainly now, 
that ], lhall be obhged to accufe thee of treafon, in cafef 
thou, continueft thy commerce with the Emperor of Ger¬ 
many’s fecretary. ‘ 

D-4 
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, What interpretation wouldft thou have me ^/givc the 
correfpondence thou holdcft with this miniftery when I 
difcover that he fends thee continually prefents* and ic* 
ceiyes the fame from thee: Be perfuaded, every time 
thou appeared favourable to the Chridians, that the plea- 
fures thou doft them^render thee criminal to the mulTul- 

w 

mans; for, in fine, what is the meaning of thofe Per- 
lian horfee, thofe Hungarian ilaves, which thou fenteft, 
and that quantity of magnideent veds which thou pre- 
fentedd to thy friend ^ What wouldit thou have a man 
think of that diver Hercules, aad cloak enriched with 
pearls, which one of the faithful receives from an enemy 
of our holy law ? It fignides nothing to anfwer my let¬ 
ters with paflion and raging: Go to the tribunal, where 
thoie kind of ’quedions are to be decided; the judge will 
’tell thee whether fuch a commerce is lawful even in tones 
of peace. Thou much exaggerated the obligations thou 
had to thy frietid at Vienna, becaufe he ufed thee well 
when thou his prifoneir tif To this it is eafy to 
anfwerj, That if he behaved himfelf like a gentleman,'^ 
thou onghted to, imitate him like a gQo4 Maliometan. 
Should he happen to be tliy prifoner, take then thy re¬ 
venge, and epd^aTQur tfit requite him. 

, Agaioi fuppqdng it ihould be difeovered, that this thy 
friend has prefented thee with this fionous cypher, com- 
pofed with fuch ipgenuityi that it .may be dtly called 
Art’s Mader^plece,, what ophuon can the mudulmans 
have of thy ddelity i It is, known, wit|> whi^,^plication 
thou ufed it to write into Germany, and to decypher the 
anfwers which thou received. Are ^not' thedc fuffieJent 

• C 

dgns to ihow, that the difpatches thou writed, and their 
anfwers, are like the Trojan horfc', concealing ahog^ble 
and dangerous myfteries ? Be perfuaded, that I had not 
writ to thee from Germany the letter wfeich has fo great- 
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ly ofFendt/d thee, on fimple conjeftures. The fecretary 
thy friend faid one day, he mull be a witch or a d^U 
that can difcover the artifice of thefe chara^Iers j that aft« 
Italian, who was condemned to perpetual imj[rPifonment, 
had wrought twenty years to meliorate this art, and had 
brought it to fuch great perfeftion, that he never faw 
any body that could underftand his letters with the key 
itfelf, which he gave them. It is faid that this invention 
is wholly new; and the more admirable, that a letter of 
an ordinary ftyle, of domeilic afiairs, love and compli> 
ments, may contain feertts of the grcatefl importance,' 
without ufing equivocal cxprellions, particular characters',' 
figures, fuppofed names, hieroglyphics, juice of herbs, or 
liquors; it being impoflible ever to difcover what one de* 
figns to hide. He adds, that one may write in Turkifli, 
Arabian, French or Italian, and conceal a fecret written 

r 

in any tongue whatever. 

■ Thy fioend carries it yet farther, and fays, he could 
make ufe of verfes to decypher profe : And this audaci- 
-«^s man afilrmed one day in the emperor’s aiitichamber, 
that he would put into French this horrible blafpheniy, 

“ The tyrant Amuratb will foon die j” which is found 
in the following verfes of an Italian poet, whereof he 
immediately made a proof j' and thefe arc the Italian ver* 
fes : 

Giace TAIta Cartago, a pena i SegnI 
De I'alte fue ruine ilUdo ferba 
Muiono le citta, muiono i Re^i 
Cuope i fafii, e le pofiipe aroi^ et herbs 
£t I'huom di efler mortal parchc li 
O noftra mente cupida, et fuperba fdegni. , 

If it appnrrs that 1 am too fhai|> agatnft thee, I will 
ire<ieive >^ithout reply: But if thou knoweft I 

,have had reafoas to write to thee as I have done, 
why are thy ahfwelb fo full of injury f Tliink better ou 
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thy intereft* and be always faithful, if thou intendeft *a 
Idng Ufe. ' 

Paris, 4th of the XOth Moon, of the Year 1638. 
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II.—To the fame, / 

The fmall fucccfs which wc always meet with at fea, 
obliges me to entertain thee thereon. I fhall take no no¬ 
tice of this to th^ other grandees of the Porte, no not 
to the Kaimacham, to whom l*have not written thefe 
. three polls. If thou haft received my two laft letters, 
thou oughteft to be fatisfied with the care which the 
faithful Mahmut takes to give thee found advice. Con- 
fider well all the civcumftances which are related here 
concerning the fca affairs. 

The lofs of fo many galleys, great fhips, and other 
veffels, made this year by the friends of the eihpire, the’ 
true faithful, do much leffen the reputation of the Ot¬ 
toman greatnefs. 

The dlfcourfcs made hereon by the Chriftians, are fo 
many inveAives againft the honour of Amorath, againft 
thine, and that of our nation. If it be by a decree of hea- 
vch, that thefe Venetian pirates have taken this year all 
the galleys of Afric, we muft then conclude that God 
is offended with us, and does not hear our prayers. For 
my part, I believe it; but I fhould not be a good muf. 
fulnwtt fhould 1 pretend to undcrftaqd th<{ fecretaof Pro¬ 
vidence. 

They write from Marfeilles, that the people of Tunis, 
Bizerte, and Algiers, are greatly difmayed at the lofs of 
their fifteen galleys, which General Capdlo has taken 
firom them this year. Thou knoweft*how tlic bufmefs has*^ 
happened; the infra^oti of the treat^ is maoifeft <to all 
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worldj as well as the infultings over the fortrefs of 
tlie Grand Signlor. . I cannot imagine what exciife8,^e 
fenators of this repubUc can make for what their a^i- 
ral has maliciouny done againft us, when theT'fhall^he 
obliged io give an account of their anions at the feet of 
Amurach, I fpeak to thee with all poflible humility, 
and thou needeft not doubt but I fpeak with zeal. I be¬ 
lieve it is time for thee to oppofe and put a flop, n<^ 
only to the piracies of thefe people, but the incurfions 
and continual enterprifes of the corfairs of Malta, and fo 
many veffels which infefUour feas, unefer the banner of 
the Duke of Tiifgany, and other infidel princes. Thou< 
oughteft to fuccour tbofe people which. are friends and 
tributaries to the Porte, whofe afliftance thou haft often 
advantageoufly ufed; neither doft thou want means for 
this, having at thy difpofal the terrible forces entnifted 
to thee by Amurath ; and, with thefe, the magnanimous 
courage given to thee by nature. 

The Ghriftians have vowed to pierce this year into the 
^l^ofphorus, and put all to fire and fword. Above fixty 
French knights are determined for Malta, to join them- 
fejves with their comrades, to cruise our feas with them. 
And thou knoweft the refolution aiid courage of this rnili* 
tia, and the progrefs they^^very day make. 

Believe what Mahmut tells thee. Thou had two feas. 
to keep, and, if it be true, thou haft made Ali'Ficcinirio 
to come from Afric with fb many galleys, defigned to 
the keeping of the coafts of Barbary. It is not to be 
doubted but the Divine Providence has ordered it (con¬ 
cerning fo great^ Amurath's honour) that the guilty be 
purfued, fo that not one of them may efcape his Venge¬ 
ance. 

All people fay here, that Piccinino has loft«' his ai-my 
for waat of goo^conduct. However, here are ^reatt 
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rejoicings at bur loiTes ; and, if poflible^ mort in Ital/, 
where the^ feel the advantage of fo confiderahle a prize 
at the fame time, together with the honour of the vi6;o- 
ry, and where we aic hated more than in any place elfe 
befides. I befeech God to chaftiie thefe peopli^ by thy 
hiUtd} and that the edge of thy cymetar, in giving death 
to, our, enemies, may put an end to flander and flan* 
der«M. 

Here is an impudent fellow, who reports he has feeri 
thee, feveral times at Coriftantinople. He with great 
confidence affirms^, the Chriftiap corfairs will bring thee 
one day, laden with chains, into the arfenal of Venice 
or that of Maha. He grounds bit predidion on that 
thpu art, fays he« ^rious when thou commandeft; and 
that being too forward, thou canfl not obey the orders 
gi^ tbee» , He adds) that tobacco, love of boys, wine 
and drite thee twice a-day into a condition tiii- 

capable of exercifing thy reafon. He moreover fays, 
thou'wanteft courage in a land-fight, neither art well 
ikiUed,ia fca combats. I would not write thefe^foolctie^ 
toMtbeCf.wcre 1 not perfuaded that they really^ are fo, 
and that thou wantefi neither courage nor experience* 1 
am moreover perfuaded of the malignity of thy accufers, 
touching the debaucheries I mentioned ) and it appears 
tQ me mpre pertiiient writ^ thee this,^ than to the 
Grand Vifier; thougli 1 mull confefs I am ‘enjoined to 
inform the miniflera of thp Porte of whatever 1 hear 
without any referve. , , ' 

It is'fald, that as to what concerns the i.epuhlic qf Vc« 
nice, and Cape^o,. who commands its na^t that this ge«» 
neral will be^.unilhed for doing too well}, tha^ this puif- 
fant Hate will be bumbled to the killing the flirnip of 
■*ottr great H^perpr^s horfei bqt it will jufl.ify“tKe law- 
fulneis of the oriae which this gcnerah}nade, as hein^ nq 
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\)reach «of the treaty with the Sublime Poitc> whence 
eome the ordcis by wliich the world h to be governed j 
and that, in fine, the •pirates of Afric are not com];}^ 
bended in the treaties of peace made with his Highnclsr 

And it is moreover alleged, that ihould this republic 
be obliged to reftore thefe galleys which fiie has taken, 
it will appear they have been loft through fcveial acci¬ 
dents. 

All Cliriftendom is perfuaded there is no republic in 
the world governed with greater prude^ice; which will 
make her avoid all occ|fion 8 of diiferS^e with the Porte, 
and feck all ways of reconcilement with Amurath, tto 
prevent a war which cannot be for her mtereft, 

I happened into a company of difcrect perfons, whv> 
blame Ali Piccinino’s conduA, and attribute his misfortune 
to his want of /kill, anc^ to his rafhncfs. They affirm, 
that had he had the courage of sl true foldier, he would 
have behaved bimfelf, ^not only in the Archipelago, but 
in the Adriatic fea, like a captain, and not like a thief; 
^and that God has given him this mortification as a pu* 
nifliment for the cruelty he ftiewcd to the innocent ve- 
ilals whom he made flaves at Calabria, together with a 
great multitude of old men and children ; which was an 
adf nowife fuitable to flCA brave commander. And this is 
the difrourfe caufed by the hatred to our nation, and. 
efpccially to Ali, 

Tire great God, Sovereign Moderator of all things, 
keep thee in perfe 6 ; judgment, and make thy valour re¬ 
nowned, and thy glory proclaimed in all places enlight¬ 
ened by the bfpams of the fun. 

Paris, 6 tb otihe nth Moon, of the Vear 1639. 
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III.—To the fame, 

I *7R0TF to thee yeftcrday, what the fcnfe of the \vorId 
was of thee ; and I wnte to thee this day what mine is. 

Although thou afleeft not my advice, yet I will gi\c 
thee fuch as, perhaps, thou wilt approve of, and may be 
ufeful to thee in due feafon. 

Wilt thou be revenged of the Venetians, and all tlie 
Chrldians at once ? Pafs over into the Adriatic feas with 
twenty fmall galleys; draw near at night to the iliore at 
Ancona; and before the fun be ranfack the famous 
place of Loretto; thou mayeft carry away thtnee as great 
booty, as ever the confuls and Roman empeiors did elfe- 
where. 

Couldeft thou conceive the immenfe riches (hut up in 
a little chamber (where the Chriftiaiis aiBrm, that a vir¬ 
gin received an ambaflador from heaven, under the form 
of an angel; after whofe words (he found (he had con* 
celved the McRias, whom the Chriftians worfliip) thou 
wouldeft not defer the executing of what Mahmut coun- 
fels thee. 

It is reported in this kingdom, as if Piccinino had fuch 
a deiign. Why did not this brave fpark then execute 
what he had fo well contrived ? When he was in Afric, 
he was to ravage all Italy; and he had no fooner come 
on thofe coafts, but he loft all the true African courage* 
He let himfelf be taken prHbner } he fuffered a mighty 
fleet to be loft, and the (hamefulnels of his defeat will 
for ever bUft his name. 

If Amurath returns a conqueror of Babylon, which 
is very likely to happen, and thou takeft Loretto; it may 
be faid, that the Ottoman empire is arrived at its full 
height, Loretto being the Mecca of tl\c Chriftians.' 
There is no feafon wherein one fcc^ot arrive aa in* 
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iinite nutaber of pagrima from all parts, who con^ to 
offer there their devotions, with the fame zeal as the faith¬ 
ful go and pray at tlie tomb bf our holy prophet; 

• they often join with their prayers, offeringaojf confide 
able value. A fmaU number of priefts of the Roman 
church have fuch treafures there in their keeping, as cat^ 
not be fully valued: Vcffcls of both gold and fdver, with 
vcftures, and ornaments, and piecioiis ffoncs, which ferve 
to ftt forth this temple, the moft magnificent and famous 
amongil the ChrifUans; an infinite npmber of lamps, 
crowns and feeptres, offered by the greateft princes of % 
Chriftian belief; and, in fiiie, whatever can be imagujicd 
moft beautiful, moft great and coftly. Thou that know- 
eft not what fear is, thou canft forcfca notlung m this 
enterprife which may dctPir ihec. The priefts of this fa¬ 
mous temple fl«p all the night long, and fpend the day 
In chanting their maffes, and the foldiers defigned for th^ 
keeping of this place, are few in number, and can mak^ 
but fm^ refiftance ; If thou beeft perfuaded of the trirth 
rof what I write, do more* than Csefar; go, conquer, aii4 
repofe thyfelf. I have no more to write to thee : I fcn4 
the Kaimacham a copy of this letter. llAve writ ihcc 
whatever has comeAo my knowledge, ’and thou wouldeft 
ferther know, what under the habit of Titus, 

has difcDurfcd at Paris. I am willing to inform thee, I ^ 
have anfwered fomc people, whp have had the boldncft 
to fay, “ 'riiat the Ottoman empire will be foon ruined, 
fhould it receive fuch another blow,” that if . trees be not 
wanting in Afia, the Mahometans will not want flups nor 
gaffeys; and that they will hayc as many foldiers and 
feamen as they pleafe ; if the women do not hippen all 
of them at once to be barren. Thou knoweft that af- 
ter Jbe battle of^epanto, wherein the great God and 
oip- Prophet <]pgncd to mortify the faithful, that Sc- 
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favourite maintained the glory of his mailei, in thi/s 
fpeaking to the Bdilo of Venice: ** There is this dif- 
fp^ncc between the lolTes which the republic makes, and 
'^the misfortunes which happen to the mulTulmans j that 
when we took fiom you the ifland of Cyprus, we cut ojQT 
one of your arms $ and when you defeated us in battle, 
it was juil as if you had cut off our beards, which will 
foon grow up again \ and if women and trees do not fail 
us, we lhall foon luve fhips and men; but the lofs of 
your arm can n^^r be repaired*” 

The eternal Lori without whrm nothing can fubfifl, 
make the fea alvrays navigable, and without tempeils, 
that the winds may favour thy dcfigns ; and when thou 
haft finifbed all thou oughtell, for the glory of the 
pire, 1 pray Heaven make thee pofteflbr of the infidels 
countries, which thou (halt fubdue. 


Pane, 7th of the xtth Moon, of th.. Year 162 ^, 


IV.*^7s the Kaimacham* 

7m 8 letter will perhaps prove troublefbme to thee, 
wherein thou wilt find an odd mixture { however, thou 
wilt have no caufc to complain of me ; for vvhatever I 
write to thee, fiiall be put into fuch order, that if the 
firft news be troublefome to thse, the laft wHl prove other*- 
wife. Thou haft received none of my lettera in the laft 
packets whicli I fent thee; and 1 have found it more 
to the purpofe to make thee know at once, though fome- 
thing later, what I could not write but at three times ; 
whereby thou wilt be better infmnped than o^ers, to whom 
1 wrote the ftrft notices I ha4* There is nothing like to 
patience, as in all other things, fo mor^ efpecially as to 
what concerns news $ the lame poft always bringing the 
beft intelhgence. 
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^iowevfer, I hope thou wilt pardon me, if I wrote oh- 
ly to one perfon, who is the Captain BaflTa, thofe dif« 
agreeable things which 1 heard, that 1 might not mak«N 
a new recital, which would not pleafe; belidesnhat he is 
obliged, as well as the other minifters of the Porte, to 
impart to thee the advices he receives from me. 

Thou wilt find by the copy of the letter which I have 
written, that it is not without reafom 1 am angry vyith 
him. My defign is not to learn thee what thou knew- 
eft probably before me, but what thou^ft^yefi be igno¬ 
rant of, and yet oughteA to know. ’ 

The ChrifUans eaprefs continually their hatred againA 
hs, always fpeaking ill ,of our affairf. Althoi^b tbarc 
be no war declared between thefe infidels and' the ever 
invincible Sultan, yet they ceafe not to be our enemies $ 
and Xhou mayeft know by their difeourfe, they ace ever 
laying defigns agalnil us. Thou knoweil the ufual way 
of the world is to difeouefe firit of afiairs, and then take 
their refolutions.' The French are geucfally excepted 
l^om this rule, for they have "'executed their defigns be¬ 
fore they began to fpeak of them; fo lively is their ima¬ 
gination, and Jo ready are they to take their refolutions. 
They do in affairs of fiatf, what we are wont to do in 
thofe of religion ; they decide them by the fword. They 
affirm, that princes who have valour, have no jufter tri¬ 
bunal than war; and thi^t. their A^dieis are their lawyers. 
What meajures then, moft wife Kaimacham, can be taken 
with a nation which is in a continual aAivIty ? The French 
cannot remain at reft; and when they difturb not their 
neighbours, they make war amongit themfelves. ^ The 
minifters of foreign princes, who do, near the matter, 
what I do, although they have a charader which I have* 
not, are inceflantl)^ action ; They watch without ceaf- 
1 do, on^hat pafies; and thou mayeit afiure 
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thyfelf, that the Divan fliall be fully and certainly adw- 
tifed of all things. 

The Pope keeps here, ns his amhaffador, a prelate, 
called a Nuncio. The Emperor of Germany, the King 
of Spain, thofe of England, Swedeland, Denmark, and 
Poland, the electors, and fevcral other princes of the 


empire, entertain alfo ambafTadors, to obferve the mo¬ 
tions of this prince, who often breaks all their meafures. 
The ftates of Italy do alfo the fame, ^here are, in this 
part of Europ^Sf rinces and republics; Thefc little fo- 
vereigns arc more jealous than tiithers of their interefts, 
and do more concern themfelves in all a&irs which pafs. 
The repubHcs likewife nfe greater precautions in their 
conduft than the monarchs do. 

The republic of Venice hsa acqtured a great repu¬ 
tation ; France keeps a gpod correfpondence with her; 
the ambalTador of that ilate. ETmg here with all the 
marks of grandeur, and' the !^e prerogatives granted 
to thofe of crowned heads^ * Neither Perfia nor Muf- 
coyia, keep any public miniller here, yet, perhaps, the^ 
may have feme that give private intelligence to their ma- 
fters. As to What concerns the princes of the Indies, 
they feem not to me to have any intereft here; fo that 
they have, I believe, no agent in thefe parts, either pub¬ 
lic or private. If the name of Spy fae mean or di/hu- 
nourable, 1 know no body that is .qtdled one s for 1 be¬ 
ing unknown, my reputation therefore runs no hazard. 
I ferve, without being obferved. vBut to feeak plainly, 
what are the ambafladors and agents of prmce^^but fc- 
cret fpies, as I am, who, under pretence Bf^keeping a 
correfpopdcnce between their roaftc^i/ inform them of 


«what they can difeover in the courts where the)^ ar? fent., 
Thou ihalt be fufiKciently infotm^d by the Bafla 
the fea of Piccinino’s adventure; he wfU ihow thee what 
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l\ave written. However, there are«4ixty galleys loft $ 
and our greateft confolation is, that we ihall not want 
. oceans to be revenged: If the' Chriftians have cut off om 
of our fingers, wc ought to pluck out both thelT eyes. 

It is faid here, that this admiral is made prifoner by 
the Venetians: If this be true, his confinement muft be 
very uneafy to him. But all people are not agreed, 
whether he be a prifoner or no; for fome maintain, he is 
at Conftantinople, where he juftifies himfelLwith his ufual 
arrogance; laying all the fault on tlrt*^encgado, who 
commanded the Admiraf of Algiers. 

I have recommended to the Bafla of the fea, the en* 


terprife of Loretto. If thou haft leifure to examine the 
proje£i, thou wilt find, though I am no captain nor ma¬ 
riner, what I have hinted is worth regarding. The 
knowledge which I have of the world, of the manner 
of living of the Chriftian princes, and priefts of Rome, to¬ 
gether with the other notices I have acquired, by the rcad- 
^ 4i(njg of hiftories, fhould make me confidered as a man 
that is able to oiltr at great things'; though 1 have not 
as yet gained much credit in the world. 

The ambaflador of Venice, refidtng in this court, fays, 
that their republic' will fsti^y the Grand Signior; affirm¬ 
ing, that All is a pirate; that the Africans have broken 
tbe peace; and timt the adion of their general Capcllo 
is juft and heroical; and that Amurath himfelf wiU chaf- 
tife Piccinino. He moreover pretends that the galleys 
which were taken will not be reftored, feeing it will be 
made apparent, that they have been loft by different ac¬ 
cidents : 1 think he fay^, they have been all funk before 
the Ifle of Corfou, by the Senate's order, to prevent the 
. expe^tion of a furrender, the Admiral of Algiers only' 
excepted, which ^fe infidels have brought in triumph 
into^their arfenall to 'preferve the remembrance of an 
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event, which they pretend to be very glorious to them. 
But theffi mi^ortones arc not extreme nor paft remedy, 

" if God continues the life of our great emperor, and thy 
health, 

Paris, jth of the itth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


V.-“7h fame. 

They have^lkUength given over talking of our loflcs, 
but I give not over dcviiiDg thi means to be revenged of 
the Chrlftians. Remember, that the Grand Vifier keeps 
in piifon a man fit for great things at this time, who can 
do the Nazarenes confiderable mlfichi^S, and procure 
notable advantage to the mufiulmans. If the dd rene* 
gado of Dalmatia be yet alive, he is capable of deftroy- 
ing all places in the Meditwranean Sea. Advife with 
him about the deftru^on of j^retto* There is no Cor- 
&ry that has done more hold exploits* He has fpent^ 
fixty years in coorfing on the Archipelago and Adriatic 
fea; where he has made hitfrid devaftations, with infi¬ 
nite prizes^ He has likewife moft cpnfiderably damnified 
Coflacs on the Black Sea, He began the trade at 
nine years old in a little vcdel, has been wounded in 
ttrenty, or twcniy-two occafions, taken prifouer four 
times by our pirates, aud thrice, efcaped out of thar 
hands; and not being able to fly the fourth time, nor 
redeem himfelf by money, he redeemed himfelf by his re¬ 
ligion, which he quitted Co embrace ours j and fince he 
has been circumciftd, he has brought to Conftantinople 
above thirteen thoufand Oaves in about thirty years fpace, 

• He has pafied full five years in the cleft of a rock^ along 
the banks of the Adriatic fea; whic^by his induftry he 
made a fute place of retreat. Here it^ was that ht hid 
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hli^r«lf wUh Ills men and veflel, like a wild beaft in his 
den ; and it is hard to imagine how many fnares he laid 
during that time, for thofe of his own religion. He haSh 
•been often purfued, but could never be taken j^and his 
ndme became fo terrible amongit the Chriilians, that there 
was no place but dreaded him. But, in fine, having, as 
It is faid, attempted to betray his maftery in delivering in¬ 
to the Chriilians hands the five gallies he commanded, 
he was fent, by order from the Grand Vifier, into the 
caftle of Seven Towers, although his crirrj^s-^as not ccr. 
tainly proved. It is abo^ two-and fifty 'mpons fince he 
has been there kept prifoner, and he is not only very old,^ 
but decrepid. The long penance which a man has un¬ 
dergone that has done fuch great things, and who is ac- 
cufed of having done one ill one, of which he is not con¬ 
vive d, does plead for fome indulgence. ^ 

1 lhall never go about to folicit for the liberty of a 
traitor; yet 1 muft fry, that men who have dared to exe¬ 
cute great crimes, are ofren capable of heroic actions. 

'' This man was, and is ftill, at the end of his life ; perhaps 
if thou wilt endeavour to procure him fome advantage, 
and make him hope illU greater, he may repair his fault, 
by performing fomething for the good of the empire j 
or at lead give fome good advice. Thou knowefi the ' 
ancient Ferfians had a law, whereby their kings were 
obliged, not to put a malcfa^or to death for one crime j 
and private perfons not to chaftife their domcftics or fiaves 
for one fault. Thou knpwcfi, moreover, that princes 
fliould obfcive in the chaftifement of their fubje^ls, whe¬ 
ther the fervices they had rendered have nOt been gzeater 
than their prefent frih'ngs, and paidon them if tlieirgood 
deeds forpalTed their bad. Thefe laws, although no long- 
•er obfehred in Perfi^ yet ceafe not to be wife precepts; 

* to which if thou hfi no regfrd, yet thou wilt ^ve fome 
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to the zeal and affe&ion of Mahmut. And if nthou wjit 
fuffer me to make here a (hort digrefiion, in comparing 
e ilate wherein we are with that of the ancients^ thou 
wilt find how much our monarchy furpaiTes all others^ 
Deft thoo belierCf generous Kaimacham, that the Otto^' 
man empire is equal, inferior, or fuperior to that of the 
]ft.oman8 in PoAipey’s time f Let us content ourfelves with 
fuppofing it equal, to fpeak without pafiion, and cut the 
courfe of difputes, which might be made hereupon, and 
refie£l, 1 praj^^c, on the conduct which Pompey held 
in the war he n^e againft tho^' infinite number of pi- 
rates which infefted the Teas of Italy, Africa, and Alia. 
He was made general of an army of five hundred fail, 
with abfulute power to do what he thought fitting, with¬ 
out giving any account. Thou knovi’^fi his conduiS): was 
fo prudent and full of valour, that embarking with ten 
thoufand and twenty foot, and fix thoufand horfe, he in 
forty days cleared* Lybia, Sicily^ Spain, Sardinia, and in a 
word, aU the Teas which dependeli on the Roman power, 
fi-om an infinite number of pirates, who had, as it were 
befieged the capital of the eihpire by their incurfions, ra¬ 
pines and violences. 

How, although the number of our enemies be not fo 
great, nor their ftrength fo confiderable, yet it is to be 
feared, left the infidels be one day bold enough (having 
joined their forces, which now lie difperfed) to fall up¬ 
on us, ^d ihake the vaft monarchy of the Ottomans, 
which they now often difturb by frequent enterprizes in 
feveral parts. 

Wc have an infinite number of places to prrferve ; we « 
have feveral kingdoms, populous ifies •, we command war- 
Jlike nations, and the number of the empire’s fubje^Is are 
innumerable, which ought to encour^e us to undertake 
no left than Pompey did bcretf^orci was called the 
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Agameini\on of Italy, becaufe he commanded a numerpai 
as this hero of the Greeks formerly did. But it 
being already midnight, I am forced to finilh this letteri^ 
left it ftiould be too late for the poft. ^ 

-*^1 fhall inform thee by the firll opportunity, of what 
has happened in Italy and Germany, and of feveral other 
things which I thought I ought to give thee notice of 
by this exprefs ; but accufe me not of negle£i, in nothav« 
ing written all to thee in this letter, and receive my ex* 
cufe, which is juft and iinccre, and grant p;.e thy favour. 

The great God increafc thy profperif^ and continue 
thy health and credit in the dominions of the invincible 
fultan. under whofc glorious reign we live. 

Paris, 7th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


' VI.~7a the fame. 

1 PASS immediately inta^Montferrat, without leaving 
France, to tell thee, that the Spaniards have there made 
themfelves mafters of a h'ttle town, which the French 
could not keep for want of men ; and have alfo demo- 
lifhed the fortrefs which guarded the place, that their 
enemies might not have any defire after a rqprifid* 

The eldeft fon of, Amadaeua, Duke of Savoy, is now: 
dead; he was calle4 Lewis Amadeeus i he was but feven 
years old when declared fovereign, and was fo but few 
moons. He died four days after the ceremony of his 
baptifm. Th^ Ejng of France and the Queen of Spain 
W'ere 'godfather and godmother to this priuce. Thou wilt 
allc me perhaps, how this could be, feeing they could*not 
be there prefent ? But thou muft know, that thcfe Na« 
zarenes ^ft often atthefe ceremonies by procuration. 
-The Dutchefs of S^y feems to me worthy-of compaf- 
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fion, haying jbft jo one year both her hufband and her 
fon, and a good pait of her eftatc> and fees what remfuns 
jito her expofed to the hazards of war; but (he has iver 
(hewed herfelf a woman of courage and refolutlon. 
fecund ton has been declared his brother’s heir, aud the 
|;atcs have chofc her regent during his minority. 

'The reafon of the fuddcn vilit which the EleAor of 
Sa:^ony gave the King of Hungaiy, is not yet known. 
We have had advice of his departure from Diefden, the 
capital town^d^his country, >\ith a great train of cour- 
tieis, and the three princes bis ions, and that he went to 
Leutmaritz^ where this king expeffed him ; and it is far¬ 
ther faid, that in the fnbtU time they were together, they 
have had feveial conferences, the fubji^ of which is not 
yet difcovered. The king has prefented the duke with 
a rich coach, with fix fta^dy horfes, fumptuoufly bar- 
neOed, and given diamonds and gold chains to his cour¬ 
tiers. But thou being nearer the place of this conference, 
and the 1?orte having evcry^wcre fubtle agents, thou 
mayeft fooner get this fdcfet than t $ for it is not to ^be 
doubted, but there is fomething hatching againll the Ot* 
t6man empire, whillt Amurath is at that diilance, and the 
rhief fdrcia of bis empire employed elfewhcre. 

whitd; concerns the progref^ of the Duke of Wey- 
mar,' who carries on In Alfacia, there are infi- 

nitely diifercfll nerSs come' frotfi thence fince I wrote to 
thee; but this U' what is mott c<Main. After the taking 
of Friburgh, this generiil made himfelf maftcr of the 
campaign about and his aimy felsung upon all 

the poffs thereabouts, the Impeiiatii^s j^ut tliemfelves in 
a poftpi^e olf hindering them ; but Tof'three months time 
they could dd nofhin^but fpoil the corn, and forage in 
thccduntgr,'wtcreb^ they watfci^eir own fubfiftencc. 
They have al^ j^itleiVfy ehd^aVouted to breakdown the 
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'triage wliich Weymar had buflt at Nurembcrgh, wbefe 
fthcy met with fuch rcfiftancct that they were forced to 
^Kire vith tireir army, which was in great danger. "Bvt/C* 
.tHe duke alfo met with no fuccefa in his enterprife on 
OfFenburgh, through the fault of fifteen Timdrcd rouf- 
queteers, French and Germans* who came not foon enough 
to plant their ladders againft the walls, and furprife this 
place ; and he has'fincc made different trials, which have 
proved aU in vain. An officer had alreadjr entered as far 
as the ramparts, with a fmall party whieifiie commanded, 
by means of a falfc pafs^rt; but being difeovered by a 
centinel, he was forced to retreat' in eonfufion, with^the 
lofs of fome of his men. Weymar lince defeated two re¬ 
giments of dragons, and two other regiments of horfe, 
and feisied on the caftle of Mawburgh ; the garnTon of 
which place fuiren^ered at "difcretion to a Swedifh offi-. 
cer. Bnt I am informed, that the two armies came near 

to one another on the bankas of tlie Rhine, of which I fliall 

* 

fay no more than what is neceffary. 

The cmperoi's troops being difeovered by Weymar's 
van-guard, commanded by Turenue, gained an high 
giound, on which fortifying themfelvcs, tliey fheltered 
behind a church and fome houfes, before whichthere was 
a battciy raifed of fcvcral pieces of cannon, to keep the 
Swedes at a diftance, and hinder them from encamping 
too near. Some French imprudently advancing to dif- ^ 
cover the enemies poftutc within lefs than mufket fhot, 
were almoll all killed on the place. By this time the 
Duicc of Weymar, feeing he could not draw the Impc- 
naliils to fight, an^ it being impolTible to force tbeift on 
the mountain, where they w'cre intrenched, retired under 
.the caiUe of Mauburgh with his rear-guard, comipanded 
by the Count de Gycfeian, a French genfSeman. The 
next day he joined the reft of his army, and being in- 

FoL /.* E 
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formed by a Moor tlut ferved him, and in whom he |)ut^ 
great confidence, that the imperialifts began early in tl^e 
mdrning^to retire, he iinmcdiately therefore put himfijif 
into a condition to follow them, making his ai'iny lo. 
march in battle array. Ills horfe confided of four-and- 
twenty fijuadrons, and his foot of eight battalions, befidwS 
the auxiliary troops, of which he made a referved body. 

The French affii*m,the Imperialifts were the ftrongeft;,as 
having four tlmufaud men more than tlie Swedes, of which 
it is hard to kiKhKthe certainty, but the particulars of the 
battle are worth one’s wiiting, * It was veiy bloody, the 
fight being obftinately held by both partich, and the vic¬ 
tory long inclining fometimes to one fide, and fometimes 
to another ; fo that the combatants were ready to retire, 
weary of ftriking and being ftruck, when fortune on a 
fudden declared lierfclf for the Duke of Weymar, who 
behaved himfclf in the fight like a wife captain and va¬ 
liant foldier. It is certain the Imperldlifts have loll two 
thoiifand men on this occafion, with feveral of theii prin¬ 
cipal officers, and alfo above fifteen hundred were made 
prifoners, amongft which there were above two hundred 
perfons, confiderable on the account of their birth and em- 
plO(ysir. 1 make QQ mention of the number of the can- 
jmtt, neither do I reckon the hundred colours or cornets, 
nor ihoufand waggons kden with all forts of am¬ 
munition, which fell to the conquerors; but I greatly 
wglue the box of writings of two great commandeis, 
wherein were fouud the inftruAions and fecret orders of 
ih« King of Hungary, and fonie treaties made with the 
fublime Polite, to which all the potentatcb of the world 
Inould pay l\f>mage, 

• It Q^not yet be difeovered what thefe treaties can^ 

) el d ffiaH do all that is poffibAyn order to it. The' 
booty has -been great j however Weymar feems not to fet 

3 
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much b)* it, as aiming fomething more confiderable. 
He remained two days in the field of battle, the l^ctter 
^o affure hls^enemy of Ws conqiieft. He moreover pr»- 
..ends in bis letters to this court, that he had not in this 
expedition above five hundred foot, and X few cavalry, 
which out of a bravado, he fays he will reinforce with his 
pages. This is that which our emperors, who are the 
mafters of the world, woidd fcruple to fay in the prefence 
of their flaves, fo far would they be from fpeaking fo be¬ 
fore an army, as this prince did in the pitfcnce of a great 
king. See the vanity «f one of thefe Infidels generals. 

In obedience to the orders which I received from thec^ 
I liere end my letter, fo that thou wilt receive a very im- 
perfeA relation of the evqpts which I began to relate to 
thee ; and 1 Hiall continue iny ,dirpatch to-morrow, that 
thou mayeft the better r^ember what I have already 

written to thee, that I may not lofe the thread of the 
hiftory. 

. t 

Paris, 24th of the laft Moon, of the Year 1638. 


VII.—7b the fame* 

X FivD in the Alcoran, the chapter which fpeaks of 
lJ[inbQ*s to be very long j and I believe, I never Wrote 
thee any letter, wherein there were fo many words; thou 
lhalt not receive henceforward any from me larger thiih 
the hundred and fix verficles of this chapter^, feeing thou 
enjodneft me to be fiiort. I have therefore divided this 
difpatch into two, left it fiiould pro;ee tirefome to tkoe j 
idthnugh 1 believe thou wouldft<have found it^ wheA en« 
til e, not fo long as the chapter whiolL treats of helk * 
\^eytnar loft no time, but went and encamiied l^efott 
Brifac. He caafiili. the trenches to* be dpeued with great 
dij/gcncc; and hat fo befot the Rhine, that-nothing can 
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pafe without his'leave. This,river is confidemble for its 
largencfs, and length of its courfik; carrying vcffcls of 
great harden, wliich make it much frequented. 

This' eaptaiii perceiving the town wanted provifions 
of.-allf kinds, ufed ull imagina|>le artifices to furprife 
itv or carry it away by allault. It is the capital of a 
great province, where he is mailer of fpveral confiderable 
places,' and feveral llrong caA;les», fwm whence one may, 
fa}', tlic place was already befteged. , 

'iThings w«re?n this condition, and there was nioi other 
difcoOrfe in the Swedes camp, !9ut of vldloyies, lo9ea» 
and wounds, when the news of tlic birth of the Dauphin 
wis brought ihcic, which ^caufed another noife to.be 
heard^. Tlic horfe and foot jomed their diouts of joy t<y 
the‘^founds of the driUnsi trumpets,. and,thc artillc^^ 
wliieb was feveral times difchat|fed<., * < . c. .u 

Thewalour of the Duke of Weymar, andjfchat ofTthe 
troops which he commands, madoAot the Imperialilla to 
lole their courage, having recrahed their army with ntew 
troops. General Lamboye^ n. man jof cauragie and gbod 
co{ldu6i^ appeared in the fight of the Swedes, having 
landed to his army five thoufand men, with the, reft of 
the tto^ps of Prince ' SavelU, and > wafted the> country, 
d^ch the^nemy was in poifeffiem of. tl^bhawbdldeft 
know of the <SwQdes cimpi Mnd what 

snaiTner they made their trenches and ^circumvoUai^nB^ I 
can certainly infbrmt tlice,.having had fotnff time frace a. 
vpry exadl draught of it. This camp is three GetjAan 
nldletki'^lnpafs, firiifted.on each ftde by a trench fix* 
teen foot thick, witk« large deep ditch» Jt ^doable pali« 
fadoy and'feveral' n:doiibtsi.‘i The lower, as well as the 
u^per parts of'thw'town, hre jiughtily annoyed hy lwo 
hr^l^s made on the^ RhmeJ*The abufilii^ce tof all forte 
of^ tmoaiunition does much hearten the army. The com- 
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nvander,'oltfidugh vcjry ill, yet i» iuctffunlly watchftd* 
and feems iiidefatigaWe. The foldier*:, anliUtittd by theii? 
^a!l fucc{.ne«j ihi^k of nothing but new conquctla and 
new booty, imagining tUetnftlves invincible. The artil- • 
lety which ia in the camj^, is fifty pieces of'great cannon, 
yrith wlitch filch batteries have been made as drive the 
btfieged to dcfpdr. I nieutiOfn not to thee feveral fmall 
ikirmifhes which cominually happen, yet this is what ia 
mod: confidciablc : Some troops of young^foldiers of the 
Impel ial army, liaving taken feveral cattle from the 
Swedes, and made fofhe prifoners, had notice of the 
march of Colonel Sillard, who came from France, and 
brought a good fum of money for the payment oP the 
troops. They'went to meet him, and took it together 
with feveral young gentkimeA prifonerV, all men of note, 
and who had aUb«a gbeat deal of money about them^ 
At the iirtne tune', the* Duke of Xorrain, a prince of 
great valour, who ferves in the Impel ialifts party, had 
undertaken to relieve Brifnc, which he knew v^as reduced 
*to the utmoft estremity ^land hasing cho£en for this de« 
fign forty companies of foot for a convoy of provifions, 
and being on his march, he met with the Duke of Wey^ 
mar. And tlis is the flioit of the hory: The prince 
was liill inchfpofed, by rcafon of his late heknefs; yet 
this could not hinder him from embracing this occa£lon,i 
which he believed to be of great importance to his party f 
he got therefore on horfehack, and marched up to the 
Duke. 

The combat lafted five hours, and Lorrain did all th?it 
could be expedled fiom d brave and experienced com* 
maiidcr. But he was conftiained to yield to the duke’a 
fortune, and retire into a wood, with wltat he could faVe 
of his troops $ and the Swedes courage was jnoba little 
iti^rcafed by fo great kin advantage, which will certainly 
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be attended with the funender of Bnfac. The Duke of 
Weymar reiTiiained maftcr of the field) having entirely dc-/ 
feated. the Ii^perialifts foot, aad put the Difkc of Lori 
lain^B horfe into*a horrid diforder: There lay abo^c twelve 
hundred dead on the place ; and all the baggage, toge¬ 
ther with the ammunition, ftll into the hands of the 
eonqiieior, A man would think, illuftrious Kaimacham, 
that the god Mars has united himfelf with t,liis captain; 
for notwithftan^ding the weakiiefs of his body, he pei- 
foriUs every day moft heioic adions wiili his valiant fol- 
dicr8,*‘who arc ready to undertake*’any thing, when he is 
at their head. Whether this happens from hia not va^ 
luing hia life, or his third after honour; yet fo it is, that 
he cannot live without nouri/hing himfelf with vidorics ; 
and he begins already to equal the famous Guftavus, un¬ 
der whom he has learned his, ti^^. yet, he has lod, not- 
withdaoding his diligence, two forts he built on the 
Riling ; which if he retaices, it wjlf not be without ifie 
cod of niuch blood on both lidfe’s. The Germans have 
already lod fixty tlioufand men there, amohgft' which 
there were four hundred drowned. 

The extremities of Brifac, of which we have already 
private advices, arc at prefent known to all the world. 
The Swedes intercepted, the lad moon of Odlober, u 
letter from the governor to the King of Hungary, where¬ 
in he laid open his condition, and told him plainly, that 
places which wanted men, victuals, and ammunition, could 
40 t be defended but by a miracle; adding, ibat the bed 
officers and foldiers were already dead; and thofe that 
were aWe, were either fick, or lay wounded, ami fo great¬ 
ly tired that they could do no fervice; and befides, their 
victuals wqdild lad but twelve days. Hef feemed after- 
walrus to reproach him for letting the time flip, in which 
he had promifed him aflidance j and put Idm in fniad, 
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he did not believe he could hold out to the fourth of the 
'uwn of September, being reduced to fueU cxti^'mitres',. 
that he durll^not mention paiticnlars, lell lua letter Hiould 
Tall into oihtr lundd. Obferve the impjudence of the 
expreffions; he dares not write all, and )ct lit writes more 
than iieeds, to difeover that the place will be infallibly 
L Ihen. 

If thou beefl impatient to know the furrender of 
Brifac, thou fixalt be fatisfied by this difpatch. I’he poll 
ib now come, which brings news of the taking of that 
important place ; and he is come hither in three days. 
The place was taken according to the rules of war, fur- 
reiideriug the ninth of the lad moon of this year, aces^rd* 
ing to the Chriftians ftyle. The governor procured very 
honourable te^ms ||^ and truly he fudained the liege with 
all the vigour and courage pollible, to the lad extremity. 
He is’called the Baron de"^ Reyiiech i His name 'deferves 
a-place in the letters thou enregidered; and that the Di¬ 
van ihould be informed of a man who knows fo well to 
defend what is entrufted to him, that they may give to 
virtue her due. 'Tliere went out of Brifuc only four 
Imndred foot, and feventy horfe, who weie all naked, 
uoiindcd, and almoll dead with hunger ; They ivcre re¬ 
duced to thole extremities, that tlicy had aheady eated 
the flcni of horfes, cats, and dogs j and foipe were faitl 
to have devoured human flcfli. As touching the bootj, 
there are different'difeourfes ; but it is certain, the con- 

f 

queror found above two hundred piCccs of cannon in the 

place. 

But there is a flrange dory related of a young hiicly, 
of admirable- beauty, who falling down at the l5ukc of 
W’cjrmfir’s feet, thus fpake to hiin ; , 

** Sir, I have But fomc fe>v moments to live, hunger 
having reduced ni 9 to the gates of death j but I fhaJJ die 

0 
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<]efperatr, if ) ou do not rtvcngc me of a bafe fellow, 
who has txa£h;d of me a diamond of gi cat value, which 
I have been fotced to give him for a roailed raoufe : 1 
am not angry with him for taking of me a pearl necklace' 
fifuring the fiege for four ounces of flour ; but I confefs 

|r 

my wtaknefs, I cannot fte myftif bereaved of what I 
moll valued, and die withoi t fatisfailion.*’ It h &{d this 
prince coidd not fotbear Ihedduig teats at fo piteous a 
fpedlaclc, this lady dying alrooll at the fame iaftaut (lie 
had done fpcaking; but it is not known whether he caU- 
I d this hard-hearted fellow to ^ account for what he 
had detained. 

The fiege of Biifae lafted^four moons, almofl four* 
icore thouiaud men perilhipg in the towa, by fickojefs, 
Wdunds and famine. Bonfires mad^ at Paris foi fo 
grfeat an advantage ; and the. Duke of Weymar's praifei 
arc evciy wlierc celebrated, and great commendations ar4 
given him in the letters fiom court. Our empire 
may have one day fomething to. fear from fo brave, fo 
expenenced, and ambitious a captain, were he at Icilure r 
But Germany is fo large a country, fo full of llout men, 
aiid contains fo many great .towns, and thofe fo well for- 
tJfiid, as win aflbrd him work enough, without trou¬ 
bling us. 

It is pleafantly faid here, that the emperors of Ger¬ 
many will no more fleep quietly ; for in lofing Brifac 
they have loft their pillow which Uiey reiletl; and it* 
isfhonght, France may one day unite this conqueft to 
her crown. The great God multiply the y^ars of thy 
life ks the fand of the fea, and incrcafc every dav tfev 
fortune! and continue thy health. 

%Piirii, 25th of theliift Muon, of the Yesr'l6j8« 
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VIII.— To Mellch Amli. 

« ^ 

I HAVE he^rd here a confufed difeourfe of the dilgracc 

o£ Stndya Bey ; but thy letters have fatisfied me. Th^u 
fetft* fiicnd, how things go. He had tl!5 princess fa- 
\our, and yet could not fave liimfelf. He had moicover 
great liches, and yet was obliged to undergo fuch great 
ignomiay. He wffl be moic deformed than he was, hav¬ 
ing now left his nofe and cars m the hands of the com- 
non executioner. 

Amurath, in condenvning him to this puniihment, has 
doi c an aft of jufticc woithy of him ; for the honefteft 
men n the empue have ever wifhcd ill to this proud* and 
iiifolent Greek. This man, who was but a pitiful hiher- 
man, and feller of oytters, got this intolerable piidc by 
the prodigious riches he acquired in this mean «ccupa- 
tion.i His great wealth made him find the means of ob- 
taiwBg the favour of the minifters and favourites of the 
prince; and his highness nimfelf honoured him with his 
irieodfhip, gave him ofHccs, and heaped up riches on 
him.. Thou fhoiildfl know all 1 fay ; but I am aflonidi- 
cd thou (houldft write to me, that this wretch havin|r 
been put out from the government of Walachia, by rea- 
fon of his infupportdble piidc and extreme covetoufnefs, 
pretend to re-enter on this office by means of 
money, trying in feme fort to corrupt the juflice of Al* 
nrameh. Obferve how many ways be draws on him the 
prince’s indignation : The emperor muft have been more 
cci^oufi than Stridya, had he favoured his defign; but 
iti||||k<the decree of Heaveh that Stridya ffiould be pu- 
ralPlh that our ini.fter fhould give a terrible example 
of his juftice, to terrify thofc who ufe their riches to^ 
commit all forts of drimes, and to purchafe all manner of. 
infamous pleafure. 

® 5 
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The news of tjie fall of this Aave ha4 in fame .fort mi-< 
tjgated the great jxielancholy I felt, when I Received thy 
letter; But the death of Zagabarafd, our coi^^tnoii frUrud, 
dofs not a little aHlid me, as well as the marriage of 
hi^.i^Kh.Caragurli, made the fame day, does aAoaiili me ; 
for 1 cannot comprehend how there could well be cele¬ 
brated on the fame day, and at the fame lioufe, two 
fivch different ceremonies, as are a funeral and a wedding. 

I find this adventure very ftrange; and though our 

A 

fnend indeed was very old, yet I bewail him, as. if ho 
Itad died before his time. He was an honed man, of 
great piety, and4noderately rich; and this us what malces 
mortals happy in tliis world, and the othei too. Bitt thois' 
doil not inform me, whether the exccffive joy he had to' 
fee his fon married to a G reek, rich with the goods of 
fortune^ endued with great virtue, and a mote, lufs notf 
catifed his death. I rather think thou wilt fay, ottr 
Zagabarafei is dead by fome cxcefs, than ykdd td)ti0iat 
we conteded about fbrmeily. 1 ahvajrs found , yn Utif. 
friend great marks of honedy fobriety^ find hU‘td£a 
appeared to me to have great tenderneis for his fon* , I s 
cannot, without offending ther, necufe this old g;entlyir 
man of want of moderation, yet he,iS;d(Badwith:a trard*-' 
port of Joy. Thou, feed, 1 affirm,^ ; no^ knpoldbk 
thing when 1 maint^ned in..my youth,! that^ an.fex# ' 
traordinary and, imforelecn joy is anqre.^hke|y^.to kdi^ 
th^ Ridden grief, though .never , fo. vhdcoCb « Didd . 
thott'tUmk it a matter of /mail duisfa^ton |o 
that is a wife and ^b^.man, ta hifcifop 

man that is^mutci' Boi;whu{ great(^ pkafun^ cahH||||| 
band hav|,ihait to.havft #wi|c tl^t if not 
Chridiaua lutderdaud not .the ty^fdom of t)>e Tnrksf 
they i|augh at our ddtans, who find Che greated part -ol 
their ^eafure iu'the couverfation of mutes*^..Li theiiafny 
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tln’njj more deliglitfal than to hear a mail tliat (iojs' Hot 
fpeak, and to fee one that has no tongue reafon on all 
things ? Timu knowcft l»bw many things thcfe mutes 
of the feraglio do give one to underftand, and what elo¬ 
quence ihfie is in their figns and geftu'njs. ThtHhre- 
memliereft, that when Amurath would give thanks to 
the fovercign Moderator of all the world, in that he 
had efcaptd death, when the lightening fell on his bedj 
and burnt to his very fl iit, he feemed to offer him a 
g»«a£ facrifice, i 1 putting a n.ute o”t cl* the ftraglio/ 
which he dearly loved*b) rcafon of her tricks and gef* 
lures. The Mufes were one day ready to fall together a 
fighting, becaufe tliey w6nld not receive amongft theni a 
tenth companion, fent them by a Mandamus from a king 
of Italy i but wh^n this tenth Mufj fignlfied to them 
that flic was dumb, all the voices were for her. Ueat 
Melech, it is not Without rcafon I write thee this. Thou 
art ftfll young, and defigneft for matrimony; Believe 
Mafemut, theni are few women that are wife, and they 
lify little that is gobdThink then what thofe fay, who 
know nothing, and whdfe number is infinite. When they 
have talked a whole day, believe me, they have faid no¬ 
thing. If thoii marrieft, follow my counfel, take not a 
a mate, for then thou wilt marry a beaft ; neither choofe 
one that talketh, for thou wilt Be h’nked with a mdnftcr. 
As to our friend, he died by a particular grace from hea- ‘ 
ven: Yet I cannot but think ftill of his death. How 
many more nttraordinary accidents wilt thou fee, if thou 
liveft to old age, aifd cfpecially if thou liveft at Conllan- 
tinople, where are continually Beheld ftrange adven¬ 
tures, and extraordinary effeds, both of life and death, 
cruelty,and clemency, as well as of good and bad fOr- * 
tune. Being in breach, t Could dontfilue {fill to writ^ <d 
♦hee,'bfit I think it is time to end, lead 1 prove tfirefome; 
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and I cad in prayiiig hea\eu to keep thee ia health, 
^^l^crevel thou ait. 

Pdiib, 2, h of ihr IdP^ Mron, of the yeai if’j?. ^ 


1X.~—7e» the fame* 

Paris, where I live, is a veiy healthful city, and fo are 
all the places thereabouts, free from peftilential airs; and 
yet there oft happens fudden dr iths as well as at Con- 
ftantiuople ; and they die here Aikewife of joy, I will 
‘‘relate to thtr what I have paitl) fccn, and not what I 
have heard, to hixppen in XiOndoii, the moll ancient and 
chieftfl city of the kingdom of England: A lich old 
^man falling Tick, and lying on his deathbed, fent to his 
pnly fon, living at Paii’i, \*rhefe he fpent his timt in pica-, 
fine, to come o\cr, that he might, with'his eflate, give 
him hi^ bteihng. Think what news thi^'was to a young 
p)an| tp whom the life of a father was trottblefomei as 
being an obllacle to his liberty, and who Wciited W* 
death, to take his fwing of all the pleafurcs whicli his 
l^nupt nature makes him refpe^ as his fovereign good. 
^ This young man intending to get upon liorfeback to run 
^ where he was called, found hiinftlf cmbaiked for a voy- 
age whiqh he did not deti^n to make ; he fell dead on 
i the place, and I faw him in the fame inftant‘, wherein he 
was living and healthful, to expire. Were I of the fc^ 
of our pj^ilofophcr Mutlaadin Saadi, 1 would tell thee 
itlmattesa not. whether one dies fiiddcnly, or languilh a 
long iime i whether a man dies in liis bed, oi at the gal- 
lurvs. But r being none of Zeno’s difeiples, and kiiow- 
«ing np Peripatetgik, or philojbpher, amongft fo many 
fe^ that were in Greece, who dirplhted whether life cr 
death is to be preferred j fo expeiSl not from me any ar- 
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guing8.pn the morals of thbfc Greeks nor yet of tl.o 
ferfians. But if death be f'lch a ten blc thing, c’uled- 
xour to live in fuch a mannei that it may never ufT ight thee 
when it ftiafi approach thee, or when thou Ihall h i u nuadc 
othcr-j, expelling it at all times, and in alkplac^^s. Ooil 
thou know by what herb, or L) what ftciet ma‘,ic chaim 
I do not fear it? It is by the leading of an nuiOttni 

hfe. 

Here is publiihed, and that with great rcafon, the lail 
words of a man of great birth, who died when hf was 
ve»y oldli by a wound Jie received. He had fer\cd divers 
kings in places of the bighefl tiuil; and being moita'Iy 
wounded in a battle, mask what he faid to thufe^ that 
exhorted him to die like a good Chndian, and with the 
fame com age he had llipwed In his hfe; his reply was— 
“ That a man who had lived well fouifcore years, cannot 
vhe to f ek how to die well for a quaitci of an hour.’* 
great man, who was a famous foldiei, was alfo a 
trne .pliilofopher, and I might fay he was a faint, had he 
, bqen of our religion. I believe he was a moll edifying 
fpcdaUe, and the mote confuh.rable, in as much as the 
example he gave of dying well, is more valuable than tiiat 
which,he gave in fo many battles of courageous fighting. 
He was called Anne deMontmorancy,conftablc of France > 
whofe' Iffe I had the cm iofity of reading, being to be 
found m the hillory of the civil wars of that kingdom. 

- But before I eud this letter, let me denote to thee fbe 
difference there is between the effeiTl* of grief and joy. 
The mtffenger from England, of whom I already fpake, 
finding at his return the old man, whom he had left dy> 
ing, Hill alive, he gave him fuch a (Irange ftrok^, by tell¬ 
ing to him the death of his fon, that grief having van- 
quKhed the affau^t of death, refiored to this unhappy old 
man that ftrength he had loft in his ficknefs; fo that 
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coming himfdif fome jday* after to Paris, I fdw.Jiitn 
waiJ the lofs of his only for. 

He that faid hcietofoie, A man fliould ^arn all his 
life to dife well, utteied no ftrange doftrine. Oiir day*? 
will laft long tnoiigh, if we be ready to fay at all tinfies. 
We have lived enough ; and if we love as we ought ont 
great emperoi, who is invincible, holy, and the moll jnft 
amongrt men ; and if we obferve what a Fiench peafiant 
faid to all thofe that paifed before his door, Never deny 
youi afliftaticcj^aiid never do any body any hurt. 

Let thou and I number our diiy^ (as was preached 
heretofore In the feraglio, to the white cinrichs by the 
Perfian, whole e}es wfre put out becaufe he faw too 
clearly). He always i ififtcd on the Ihortneft, uncertain¬ 
ty, and vanity of human life. He faid, It was fhort, 
confidcring what we had to do in it; uncertaid as to ’ 
what we fhall do in it; and always mixed with what WC 
have done, and what remains for us to do.** Teach not 
thy fon Mehemet yet, for whom thou haft fo much af^ 
fe£lion, thefe precepts. ClulcheU have not that ripenefs * 
of judgment, as Is ntceflary to hear difcouifes of dekth; 
thty are too hartf bits for their ftomaehs, and which in¬ 
deed old men can haidly digeft, and which they fwallow' 
not without feding ah the bitternefj of them. 

^ I pray God keep thi' imperial cit), with thofe that 
dwell in it, a.'^l Ihelfer St from the ftomfifs which £dl on 
infamous cities; ai d f befeech him thou mayeft Hv^ with¬ 
out otfence, that thou may eft never ft dr death. 

Pati% «5th of the lall d the Year i6}S. 
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W HEN I parted from Conllantmopk* 1 gave thee n 
Hone of excellent virtuv. againft the gravel^juid thou pie- 
fentedft me with a paper which was to fccure me againft 
Jl bodily evils. Time only can decide which of us two 
made the beft prefent to his friend. Thou hall pretend¬ 
ed to teach me in few words how to live amongll the inft-i 
dels; and 1 thought in giving thee a flon«, to give the« 
a temedy againd the jillemper thou art troubled with. 
I never turn ni) felf towards the place where Mecca lies> 
hut I remember wheie thy amity began, and hos^ fae 
fmee it ha- been extended towards me. Abfenco has not 
leffened thy kindnefs* nor hindered thee from fending me 
thy grave counfek; but 1 am as yet too yovng to fet 
about the preparing myfelf for the other world ; and too 
vigorous and healthful to hearken to tiiy ferious and me- 
laniplioly difeourfes. 

X wiih thou wei t but at Paris,where thou woiilded fee 
a great number of people, who fell a mod precious thing 
to purcb^fe a vain and fantndic title. How many wuh 
great earnednefs fue for plaaats fiom the king, that they 
may feek their deaths! Perhaps thou never thoughted 
theie were any fuch kind of people. What dod thou 
think then of the foldiery in gencr^? Are they any 
other than martyrs of ambition, to whom one woufd 
think h’fc ia a burden ? It ta a fad fpeclacle to fee how 
many dead lie in tlic dreets, or earned on the dionldcrs 
of their friends or kinfmen td their graves: Yet this is 
fo common a thing in ParL that the people make no 
wonder of it. ^ 

llhis way of living obliges me to do as the reft. I be¬ 
gin to coafidcr, that what hai^pens to another may hap- 
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pen nre ; tl.^ is no avoiding one’s deftiajv Tina 
face is only to bring >'n a flory of this king’s goodtief<^> 
which ought to he an example to all princes^ 

The*f'’rcnch have need of frefh foldiers to £11 up io 
many troops as the) continually ■ entertain : N6t long 
fiace tliCHi there came a man full of years, and over¬ 
whelmed with defpair, w'ho defired to be lifted in this 
jiriuce’s fervice. To obtain what he defired, he told the 
king, ** That he was the father of twelve childref), fc' en M' 
vli^ch w^cre dmighters, wlio were marriageable } that he 
c<;»ukl no longer hvc, not being a^e to maiRtain fuch a 
g’vat fcmily ; and tliat being ignorant as yet Kow to die,' 
be would learn it in the king’s fervice.” The prince havir-g 
appointed him to wait upon him one day privately m his 
eWet, thus fpakc to him: Thy defpair makes thee de- 
firous to be lilted amongll my foldiers, and charity obliges* 
me to Tetam thcc amongft the citiaens. 'I hofe that ate 
folds when they enter into troops, commonly come out 
wifer ^ becaufe they learn feveral things of which they 
wer,e before ignorant: But ns to thy part, what lime haft 
thou to learn, who art ready to fall <>cad at the fam ; 
moment thou entereft into the fchool ? Yet I receive 
thee ? take this fword, go and combat thy folly, and 
take this purfe to fuccoiu: thy family^ and be cured; 
but if thou art wife, fay not from whom thou haft re¬ 
ceived thy cure.” I know not what fum was in the purfe, 
BO more than 1 do of what metal the fword was. But 
1 Itave this ftory from an officer of the king’s clofet, with 
whom 1 have that ftrift converfe, that he told me this 
pafTage as foon as ever it happened. ' t * ' < 

I will tell if thou wilt,^ fonle of tHe principal jiiaf- 
fages of my tifcf for I conceal nothing from t^mini* 

ll!ers and the moft veberable mufUi wh<trkflows ail that I 

i 

doi I adore the Sovereign Mafter of the univerfc, and? 
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haye a gre^l vencratioii fcnr^his holy PrtJphct i I neyfir 
,j^nicd my hands in bk>od> neither have 1 ever viokted 
any man's l^ed: I cafily forgive my cnemicr,, and hate 
above all things the crime of fknderitJg. If this be not 
MifScient to merit fa’vation, I do not kqyaw what is. , 
Thcfe are all my virtues, as to other qualificatioiis I have 
none. I have no knack at thieving ; my talents lie not 
that way ; were I qualified, I might, as moll do, dcrife 
means to put my art in pra6lice. But living aci ording 
to thefc aforementioned maxims, I doubt nbt but I fliall 
find entrance into that paradife where faithful fouls will 
enjoy perfect happinefs, and fet thdr feet on the necks 
of the enemies of our holy law; where they lhall fu|Fer‘ 
neither hunger^ thipfl, nor nakednefs, free from the parch¬ 
ing ^leata of the fun, and ^the' pinching Hiarpnefs of the 
cold^i^i^cd by the moon ; where, under the agreeable ^ 
fha^STiqf, tr^jpes,'they lhall gathir the prccioufell 
Handing^, ihting, /or lying, and drink in cups of gold, or 
emeraJd^xthe moft dtihcioos liquors, which fpring from*a 
i^lear.fountain, and be ferved with inconceivable 
ficeijce. In this divipe placfe-ihey fhall be more beauti- ' 
fu^^a^d dicing than the ftars in the Brmtiment, whofr ^ 
bi^htnefs enlightens the darkeft iiiglit t their robev^'t 
fh^ be of iineil fUk, of a colour more green and pleafmg 
to the eye than the herbs which fpring up in May; and ^ 
fliall further receive from the hands of God a potion 
more fv.ctt and delicious than can be imagined, as a 
compenfe for the good they liave done during their abode ^ 
amongft men* Thou knowefl it is impoffiHle for me to 
go on pilgrimage to Mecca, feeing I am obliged to abide ' 
at Paris. Tbop kaoweil alfo 1 cannot give mylelf to 
contemplation, being forced to lead an a£live life ; for I ^ 
mdl.not remain amwgthc dervifes who pafs their day? 
in folitude, ferving in France, as I muft do/ our puiflant 
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and invincible emperor. Thou feeft here whai my con-i 
dition will bear; accufe me not, therefore, for neglefthig- 
the pious advices thou giveit me* 1 forget^"not fu much • 
death, as I forget that 1 muft die. 

Be infoimed of this from me, there is not,a town in 
the world where people do learn better to live ill than at 
Paris; neitlier is there any place \yhere they are better 
taught to die. T need not tell thee, here arc public aca¬ 
demies (as were heretofore amongft the Egyptians) where¬ 
in dead bodies lie estpofed to public view, to make men 
remember the indifpenfable nedefTity of dying. But 1 
may t^ll thee, there is no day, wherein, in this gfeat 
town, a great quantity of fools do not teach wifer than 
themfelves things they have been ever ignorant of $ for 
the gibbets and fcaffolds fet up for the^puniihmeht of thfi 
guilty, hinder ;the deilru61ion of a .^r^at many |{j;pple, 
whofe innocency is preferved by thefe kind of Ipe^aol^s. 
Here the poor, who had heretofore plentiful fujbiiftences, 
teach good hulbandry; the proud, humihty; the debauch^* 
cd with women, jehaftity. 

I believe there is no part of the world wliere there are 
more thieves and pickpockets, and who do their work 
with greater art and fubtilty: They exercife their craft 
in all places, in the churches, as well as the itreets, mar. 
kets and bridges; fo that our people of tlie Morea, who 
are thought by us to be fuch great matters in this fclence, 
are mere attes to them. Adieu. 

Paris, loth of the ilt Moon, of the Year x63(;. 


XI.—7*(? Cara Haly, the PbjJtctan, 

I KNOW not whether what I thouglit I faw laft night in 
my bed be the clFedls of a dream, dr of a real yitton. 1 
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was awaked by a great eaithquakc, which made me rile 
‘ Jffi'ighted out of my bed. But informing myfclf by feme 
.people, I foukd it was but a dream. 

My adventure has renewed the remembrance of one, 
which proved of fad confequence to one pdrl of Italy. 
Phyficians are at a lofs to find out the caufes of thofe 
horrible fires which arc vomited up at certain times by 
Mount Gibel, Stromboli and Vefuvius, mountains isi Si¬ 
cily, not far from Naples, wliofe roots feetp to fpiing 
from hellwhence arife often filthy exhalations, fmoaks 
and’fnlphur, with flames wlilch call up ftones and aihea to 
the clouds. 

It is known, I beKcve, at Coriftafttiuople, thattowards 
the beginning of the moon of Fcbrilafy, there was loft near 
Naples a little ifland that had four miles in corhpafs. It 
is related as a thing certain, that after tlu\ ifle was fud- 
dehlyfwaHoWed down into the fca, the fire which it in¬ 
cluded, not finding its ufual vent, there \yas opened fomc 
days after, a new way along the coafts of Calabria, near 
Tdeflina. There did it appear, having firil caurt*cl an 
hol^ible earthquake, which overthrew a great pile of 
building, which the Cliriftians call a fteeple, that be¬ 
longed to a principal church, which buried under its ruins 
a vaft number of people, w'hom devotion had at that time 
bi ought thither. Some towns of the kingdom of Naples 
fi.’ffcred by this earthquake, with great multitudes of peo-* 
pic, and herds of cattle, which were miferably loft in the 
fire by the fmoke and heaps of aft.ea ; and amoiigft thofe 
tliat have been fraotliered to death are reckoned fevcral 
lords of thofe countries, who are mafters but of fevf fub- 
jtfts, and yet bear the title of'princes. 

. My*de?ir friend, (Jira Haly, tliefe are dreadful effefts 
of nature^ whofc caufes will not be found out by us. Cer¬ 
tainly thefc countifcs of Italy muft be far from paradife. 
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feeing/tJbcfe'niautHB of hell (if it be true, as mhny people 
f*}--, tlii-’y ate in the'fe niountams) ,i6 frequently ruin"l5y” 
thefefJmtptionfl Calabiia and, Sidly. Nat^ralilh 
that tlicife motuftainB nourt/h fiilphureous matter in ^heit 
boweh, whieh is caiily inflamed, and iffues out wkh more 
or Ufa vcliemcncy, and more or ^efs frequency, according 
as the matter is move or lefs difpofed, and the fubterra- 
nean winds kin^ and eject thefe Area, and open the mafs 
of earth, ut^r which they are flint up. But tlie opitUOn 
of certain philofuphers, who maintain, that mere chance 
produces thefe extraordinary c^nts, appeavs to me Vt^y 
ridiculous; affirming, that one ftone ftriking anoth(!r 
produces a fpark, wheiloe happen theft great mflamma*^ 
tions*: Nay, they proceed farther^ and 'would'pCrfUade^ 
U8, that a lighted ^eft by chance by thofe-'Whd 
fearched into the bowels of thdfe mcMintaina, ' 

the fecrets of nature, might ihake tttsfe ii^mea (^^Wbioh' 
lighting on a combtiftibla matter,^ and meeting'wkh'no-^ 
thing that is contrary to them to extinguifh them,' do"' 
caufe thefe furprlilng efie^s^ Th^ alfo fay^that'hghteB- 
ing ki iking fiercely on fome one of the coafts of 'tliefc 
mountains; may do the Came thing as the ftones ftriking 
one againft another, or the lamp left lighted. 

Thefe opinions vvould^ not appear fo ridiculous, were 
it poflible to make any demonftration of them t But thefe 
events being all extraordinary, and in a manner prodigk 
ous, I fliall w'illingly fuffer thee to believe that it is a 
work of nature, or hell, or chance alone, which caufea 
the perpetual motions of thefe fires, which "are fo ter* 


I'ible, and fp & 
in the wo 


eatly damnify on^ of the fineft countiies 
; Greece is, and. this ifland, which is the 


- delight and nurfe of almofli'all the'provinces fxtu^ted on 
the bank^.pf the Mediterranean Iha. ^ 

We find alfo in Ireland thefe mountains of fiire, yet 
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with this dtfTerencey that tlieir Slames do no hurt,) which 
mtrLes them nowife dreadful to the inhabitants. 1 think 
♦«o_I have heird my father fay, tliat being in company 
with •certain Arabians in our Lycia, be law thefe kind 
of fircB come out of the earth, but they broITc out gent¬ 
ly and caufed no damage. 

I am now perfuaded of one thing, which 1 would ne¬ 
ver believe before, which Is, \hat old Pliny, intending to 
relate to the Empercff Titus, and leave to pofterity a re-' 
lation of theclfe^ls of Vefuvius, and a perfe^ difcovCry 
of the eaufes of fo many pk)digious ciFefts; he th^ieforc 
went himfelf on the place, becaufe that in his time this 
famous mountain hid call out an horrible quantity of 
fire, ilones and afhes, with fo great violence, and fuch 
teirible noife, that the eiFcds of it were felt in SMi.i, 
Airic, and efpecially in Egypt. But the curicOty of 
tin's \<rretthcd jlhilofepher having coft him his life, the 
Romans expeft fiill, with his return, the difeuvery of the 
fecret eaufes of fo many prodigious effedls. Take care 
""SS^tffine own health, and let not any of thy patients mif- 
carry through th]> neglc6l or raihnefs. Continue to love 
me, though I am at a great diftance from thee. Write to 
jne fonietimcb } and believe that I am not able to con- 
form myfclf to the way of living of ftrangera amongft 
whom I refide. I (hall be always a good muffulman, and 
a faithful friend. 

Paris, loth of the tft Moon, of the Year 16)9. ' 


Xll.*—To the Venerahle Mufti, Prince of the Rt^t^ion tf 


the Tjurhtj, 


THY decree is very cruel, to fepAratc me, withoht hav- 
ing committed any crime, from the* communion the 

faithful. *- *, 
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1 have read the holy anfwcr thou had niadi! me with, 
great venc^ration \ but UiIh has not been without many 
teats: thou had not untied the knpt of dhe diiUculiicSk^ 
which perplex me» but made it iudlflToluble; fo that 1 
only live in the certainty of hating no certitude; and my 
foul, which is cncompafled with fear, w ill be in dread till 
death. 

If I do what thou piopofeft, how fliall I be furc of 
not failing,^feeing I do not uudeidand what I ought to 
do. I am fo duU, tliat I cannot didingui<h whether thou 
exhorted mt to do what 1 hive ever done, or whether 
thou forbidded me what I aiked of thee., 

I entreated thee to let me know, whether I m 1 it 
amongd the Chridians, and do, in appearance, what 
they do effedlually in the obfcrvancc of the ceremonies of 
their religion ? and thou anfwcreft me, “ That the cir- 
cumcifed, or faithful, diould have no doubt in his Uw, 
and need no other precepts to obferve it than the law it- 
felf. Moreover, that the tine muffulman mpd be willing 
to lofe hib edate, his life and honour, iu the fultan's^Ci? 
\icc; that the Chtidians are enemies to the true God, 
the emperor and religion ; and that, in fine, one ought 
to facrificc all things not to bctiay this God, who is our 
chief mader.’* 

Tell me, I entreat thee on my bended knees, cannot a 
man be a true Mahometan without hating eternally the 
followers of Jefus ? and in living amongd them, fecretly', 
a true muffulman, muft one fiiow one's felf to be of ano¬ 
ther religion, or pretend to be of theirs ?, Thou wilt tell 
me,^ the Alporau fpeaks with great clcamefs; vet how 
many obfci^ paffages do we find in the \so*db of our 
' holy Prophet, wherein wc need thy expofitions 

I have no belief for Tagot, neither will I give credit 
to the devil j my 1 iw exprefsly forbids it: for I believe 
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in one only true God, who kfvevv the intention of our 
holy lawgiver, and fees what vvc cannot difcover. And 
•the prophet\:rie9 out, that he that has fuch piinciplcs 
leaud'on the ftrongeft prop he can ever meet with; there 
being nothing which is able to overthtow itr 

Difperfc, reverend fir, as much as thou canft, the dark- 
nefs of my fpiiit: I conjure thee by the almighty Father, 
who can make live ileOi come on the dry bones of the afs 
which died an hundred years paft. ^ 

I do not difeontinue here my ufual prayers, which I 
make in the manner they arc preferibed me by the law, 
with my face^fllways turned to the fide of Mecca. When 
I fail, I eat only at night; and I continue my rej^aft 
till, Aurora advancing, the day gives me light enough 
to diftmguifh black thread from white ; and I pafs over 
the day without taking any nourifliment, till the darfcnefs 
be fo great that I cannot fee the eye of a needle. It is 
true I give no alms to the poor, becaufe I doubt whe¬ 
ther it be lawful to do good to thofe wdio continually 
move heaven agtinft us. 

The biihops here are in great veneration. They have 
not an abfolute authorit)’^, becaufe they depend on the 
Roman prelate and the king; yet their jurifdI£lion is 
very large, the kingdom being full of churches, and thefe 
churches frequented by millions of people. They wear 
about their necks a golden crofs. They live, in puhlicn 
good lives ; are obliged to know all the points of their 
law j they muft be doftors, arc obliged to celibacy, to be 
fober, hofpitable, prudent, irreprehenfible, without covet¬ 
ing others goods; they muft never be dfunk, or' (bed 
human blood. Their habit is a long veft reaching to 
the gnound, of blac^ Aik or violet. They go little on 
foot, but are carried in coaches to avoid the . wearifom- 
nefs which would opprefs them, in a town which feems 
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tlic wotld; thou wot4d«4 do too 

ddigncd to t»o tbetc £9wi^n 

4Wf>^ Arbitrator of the wprldi fmow by his^IfKir* 
cy, oir by an. efPed of hit jafticc;» the inconcetvdbio bo 
non( of fv^ering thee to fwcep dunng thy- hf«» hw jaoft 
liolv and only temple of Mecca^ m the company ^ If* 
mad and AUralunn, thit thou m^yc^Jccep it deaib vv«th^ 
ont any i^th»of what kind foev«r« 

Toih eS tlw ift Moon, of tli| Ircar 

* 

KAiivtAC’rA-4;. 

rp ' 1* ^ 

1 Fi^:njjh arraiea at prcfmt nk awatef qufCt^rs, 

and court i& bui^d in jgnfitriTiug ^hat thfsy^MI do <■ 
in t^c fppiog. I d^ «»qt,bp]^K I*wutc ilfiffn any faHie 
nc ns for it is to he bclioved thal Hbe ^punpTs of, tbp 
winter w4I (lender any thn^ frocy being uitdertsdtcKi 
foie t^me. , t 

The cj^s of all the coiut 4 pc /hvcdA’pQfi’three objcAla, 
th^jbtjuig, thf dgupnin hia ion, aud Cftvdinal Rieldiou.^ 
butj^ey eno^-e bi^tcc. jtbln thc*^i- 

mer«* Thj^ Uian ^i^^ai^unfelf erratics by bn be¬ 
nefits; tjiackfoliyijr fqf w^ich^^apd the hopes of 
new ones, haa boppd tliegi to Jiis in^ipR. Yet it is to 
be believed, he^has mo^f. fi^fymws by^^^ieams of t^c g>%at 
credit be is tq with his prince^ aod t)^ oicalio''S he finds 
to^increafe antithamber is alw$^s.«j^ of at>- 

tend^s, w)^ afpure to employs of |bch as ate m of¬ 
fices, and fevcral otfiei perfons, who ni^ defirous to be 
witnelTes of his aiflions. Thofe whc^tlirtalcit btm ro fk* 
cret, 4o but ingieafe bis courage, and make him more c^rei 
fully ftand on his guard; and thofe who bate moft esepe- 
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neoee of tht vod^ a|in% tkit cai^al knoira too mush 
to be furpiifiBia' ffear^tlteojeekiJ'of one of tbe leik of 
bis oi^dAi^ ssjicffdbf tboo Ike gmieft, Irfl 

five them the doe price they deferve. For three yeon 
togdher WM tkfytrtit hi this csvdiaid'e luftlchkaihier, 
a atttw who wOi not kat aftiboed io yeaVi» at affidu* 
out m OMdie hk couit^ at he lOat modeft ia Hk difcourfei 
very fderttd md patieiit | and; ri'hteh m 'Very rare at 
cowcti Wat sever hthril to eamfdaia. The cardinal» who' 
pretends to read the fonts of men, and who •» infmof 
to none perhapf^ io this mit, caoted this peribn, who had 
fo long attended* to be odled to him* and thus fpake to 
him^ khb thoii tk* uid lobg tike ihbtt 

haft fpent m ohferving me^ akbou^^tboti eutwtrill|’ 
appeaitft a Frenchman, thy great patience afTiiifa me 
thou ait^of another dmwtei get thee to'Roine* and 
waft M^hirif thethoe in the Bopek antfehaotbin*, aithoii 
brik ftooir hi mlm* and X dotftit molr bat thou wilt pefi6> 
tmM iifeo the moft hidden fecrett» Bq^art then imme. 
iHitely Italy* and obferve the afUoAa bud moriont of 
the wifeft and moft dtffimtdative court in tbe umverfe $ 
difeover not thyfelf to any body: Send me an aocount 
every week what thon eanft deCcover i and hi tbii mail* 
nerdboo w&be vfieful tome^ and avoididUneft. My^' 
fecretary w3i gwe thest- a cy pher * and my treafarer hat 
order to give thee vrikt it seceftbrylbr^ldtp voyage* at 
well as to keep'thee wfto ^duo'art at Itome*** ^ 

The cardinal ftndSo to otend thebontids^of the king¬ 
dom* and for tlmt pnrpofe* eonfbbs l^ole v^o can any 


ways advmee kit prejeAlf djpeddfy* Ihf khig bemg 
now oertahi of a by the bir^'^^dtat dmiphhj 

who fieiiis very likely to live Ibng- Aft fikidsi One ioU 
pK^edbt ThottloO irJi Maikfo for the finittg oik 'of 
gafteyaaOdother veAdit and k is though, tic idiicf 
ra. /. ^ w 
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defiant of this minifter are on the coafls of Italy. I am 
told he was heard to fay, that the Romans could never 
have conquered aV the world, as they did,^had they not 
before been mailers of Italy f that Hannibal had the fame 
defign; and after Hannibal, Pope Alexander VI. in¬ 
tended to fee whether fuch a deilgn would take effefl, 
but his pride and cruelty made all his projedls prove a- 
bortive; and that he could meet with greater fucce& than 
Hannibal, could he be fo happy as to attain one thing. 
And herelie ended his difcourfe. 

He fo greatly minds whate|er palTes in the royal fa¬ 
mily and kingdom, that he can difcover^ its be pretends, 
the thoughts, yea, and the very dreams, of the gran¬ 
dees, gfovemors o£ provinces, and thofe that command 
m placesir ; -, y * 

He £iys, he has learned >leveral hfeful thingsrin the 
relationxgiven us of the government of the ChmeHn, hav.* 
tng from them • the^^y of difcovcring the moft difficult 
matters, without its appearing he does any’ thing for 
.this putpofe. And this is the method of govemingi 
chfenres, in this kingdom^ wlu;rein are fo many reftlefs 
fpirits* 

^ ' He niatiitaiBs»ff»ar all people who are in any conilder* 

«b!e offices,'^perfbns that depend, only on him, and who 

9tt known to,nobody elie^ who m all places wean mean 

tdothes, andjftneeffimtly^ watch over the adlions of the 

.officers, .and give Him; hotiie of ^ivluitever palfes. He 

snakes ufr of thefe kind i of people about his mailer's am- 

hairadonin.foteigniCfurtiVj.He always carries a book 

thfmt wiyi.|umr'Vi(hieh he calls Richheu’s Soul; which 
€ * 

oonudilli^thf /defigns, the intercds,,the fecret prac- 
.of ^^thc ^.princes who h^d acor- 
^efpond^cer ^ h|ve:;ai^i;2ip|Vwith .Fiance,; and joh 
whom France has any prctenlions. The moft Ikilful a- * 
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ftrologers in Europe liave alfo lent him the iiorofcopes 
of all theVcings and great men, with their judgment 
touching the^erm of their lives, and what they may pro¬ 
bably undertake in all times. Tiiis cardinal laid, on an¬ 
other time, that he kept a great many courtiers, yet he 
could well enough fpare them; that he ^new what paff- 
ed in remote places as iboa as what was done near him. 
He eoce affirmed, he knew in lefs than two hours that 
the King of England had figned the warrant for the exe¬ 
cution of . - If tliis particular be ti^ie, this mi- 

iiiiler muft be more than^ man. Thofe who arc his moft 
devoted creatures affirm, he has in a private place in his 
clofet, a certain mathematical figure, in the circumfbii- 
bnee of which are written all the letters of the fdpkabet^ 
armed with a dart, which marks the letters, which arc 
alfo marked by their correfpondents, and it appears, that 
this dait ripens by the fympat|iy of a done, which thofe 
who give And receive his advice keep always at hand, 
which hath been feparated from another, which the car- 
dii^lil has always by him ; and it is affirmed, that with 
fuch an inftrument he gives and receives immediately ad¬ 
vices. ' 5 /' 

This great man, who kno«'S all thefe reports, enly 
laughs at them ; yet lie fays with a feriouS'air, that 
has given him two angels, one white and another black, 
to inform him of both good and bad matters \ and that 
with their aififtance htf fhallf oveithrow the cabals' of his 
enemies. He fent, fomc days pad, a man to the gal¬ 
leys, that was accufed for cutting in .pieces the kingi^ 
pidtuie; but having been better informed,^ and knowing 
it was liis, he told thofe about him, that tbfe man fhonkl 
be pardoned, bccaufe he had done no hurt to the ofigi- 
•nal. Here aro thcatsCt and feads preparing to entertain 
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the iMseplc in hentmr of the kin]|^ and cardinal % and it is 
whtfpered that the queen ib again with chitd.* 

Heaven preferve thee ever from the fultan’s angcr^ and 
liH other misfortunes which may four the comforts of thy 

Ptrifl, 15th of the Vil Mooik, of the Year i6f). 


SB 


^ XlV.-^To Beat Bwynovs JSuttitch, 

^ . 

thou goeft into Prui&a, in ^thyniai U^ou jyriteft, 

ntmve all thwgs isetoendier to prepare thyfejif uot jto Ij^ve 

Ipilg^ and never to infomi the young fultan Huft^^a of 

the misfortune of the grandfon to Solyman the Greati^and 

fbn to pool Bajazet, whom his grandf^er caufed ^ be 

ilrang)^ in his infancy. This uobapi^y^plafe .jpakes^e 

fearful of thy life, a$ well as xha^t of the p](;i^e|;!^,^ the 

nave of whofs ednoation u Minmitte4^ to 

iMit fierbear weepii^ ewry twte I ca|l to PRfl*- 

4Cd betweei^ the vi^im and the executiooer. i Tboui ^hy^ 

ihlf toldeft me, that this unhappy child, exnbiaep^ 

^hilled feveral times bint that was to give the fatal ilroke, 

«ves in the moment when he was putting about hij; ck 

the fdkea Anng which was to ftrangle him^ ^ AH ^fia is 

iftfbnnedof the re^ of thehiftory; and is koown, 

that this chiUi idthough ftraagledir yet triumphed at hk 

iddath over his imirdemr t for, being fofteped by the ca* 

Jifiea of this infont, whom he was about deforoying, he 

alra^ipcd dowA in n fumon j and Bajaset’s fon had by this 

Ohea^u nfoaped death* had not thCj ot^er executioner, 

SMMV cruel than ike formeii^ done t|ie wotk. 

Altbotghthow doft^not cfruiqly know wbQjs',h^ufta« 
pha’sfathiqrsr yet thou iaayeft.wis;B*pw(ilinq he isthjje??- 
peror’s fooi Thy age and pmdeoce fp long experienced,' 
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and the oftee of chief of the eitniYch't of theitaipire* 
which thoil haft fo long enjoyed» leaves no >phice>;of 
doubtiilKg, bift that th/ pCipil is of royal blood. Ann 
fhyftftf then with' courbge, and fttidy to pef^rm weU 
thy duty in this folitary place: Nothing is fo trouble* 
fotne as the inftrudang of childreiif when they wiU ^be 
taught as mafters by their (laves, and will not fubmit to 
rules, like private perfons. 

Thou mayeft be here* I ftaW- rciidcr thtie, all, the f<r- 
vice I am able, feeing 1 conlider thee as a fi^end that ia 
extreme debr fb ‘inc : Birt'wh^ doft ihotf'fedt s^ngfc 
the Chrfftiani' nh ^ilkf(bfti£lB Winy ferve Ibr 

a model't<) fbtm a chOdborh of them^l^bl< 

' ^ Drf'lhbt khow'thy w»n?4'lhbbm^t!link>t^^^ a« 
ireVy MySc* ih Te’ldJ6lHng‘''^^ exaih^s^'nmb^fft thi'enl- 
mfes ^ ''dnr^hdly U^,^(!i6r^pl^p8lSe'thi^ bb’foBowdil' by 
eh^4$Htdi^ii bafmbibki 'Ibethia ^ 

'The ilt xim 

indfl^ ittl* 

^ the'^emf^ef’kit^wii >ko ^he^ 

tlikt'thte hhdet^ook'thl^beAa^A >ntid l^lttigeffndibA 

d<^gn'‘iwWatilit*^hgihT6drl<?tlfcArby^ll^ 

the 'ayd"^iiill^l^t'^|hto^ littifiiR fttbnstdd]^ 

had n^t He^e^^’^by %ti (liatbhedhim 

frbm the'1d^H,*'ttf true 

God, who*^jllcfgtr8 ldh^’as''w^ll ilMli** ^v'But Idft 

fhott fhi9i[dddft make^t^S‘^ve(fencc>~>to>‘ex<3i^ 

tnyfelf frmn (htidFying;^li^e*in What H:hcMi defirelb 'reoeihe 
at feaft one part bf *What thbn' woidd- 

eft have me ^nd'thbtr the hiftbpy df tbA fHbdb^ contBiit 
thyfi^^ «&h a ihhrt <bctPa6t dp>it, dtherWtfei^I >nmft be 
forced to St^^e'n^arge volbfnc; -Hbwenofv Make not 
ufe of his example in all tHngs; the way of livingi the 
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laws and cuftoms of ‘'As French, do not fuif with thfc 
Turkiih way of regimen. If thou wilt mak’e thy pupil 
accomplilhed, form him on the model of Tome one of 
thofe heroes which the caft has given U{1. Mottapha will 
read with greater profit the hiftoiy of Alexander and 
Pyrrhus, than that of Charlemagne and Henry t and 
jhould one wonder at the defaults of the King of Mace¬ 
donia’s fon, and at the fmall fortune of the other, pray 
ftdwmc what men there ever were, who had at the fame 
time the fmilties of human nature, and the perfedlions 
•F the'Divinity. f * 

^' And if thou wilt fearch into Perfia and Egypt, thou 
wilt find a Cyrus, and an Artaxerxes, Ptolemy, Pfart\- 
meticus, Catnpfon and Tomombois, all great princes, 
whofc afilrons'honotir antiquity. ' And how many herSiJs 
Wilt th6u find in our Greece, if thou wilt take no notice 
of thofe whom R(Hne has fent into the world ? not 
to go' out of the Ottoman family, thou knoweft veiy' 
well, that we Turks have for proverbial fpe^ches,' the 
modefty of SolymaiY} the good mien of Alis ; the jUf- 
• tice of Nonquirevan; the majefty of Ofman; the gra¬ 
vity 'of Hamer; and the juftice of Abuhefcir »dt to 
mtmtion the courage and magnanimity' of Amurathy who 
is,' at this day, more valorous' than any of his common 
foldicrs ; ivhether he be in his feraglio cf Conftantlnoplc, 
or in his tents before Babylon. 

Ten days ago I received thy letter, and I have em¬ 
ployed a great deal of that time in collecting what thou 
haft defired of moP ; aftd to fpeak truly* thy commands 
have.fup^died me with matter wherewithal to divert me. 
Thoti wilt'he,' itithout doubt, furprifed that two* men, 
who long ferved this*king in mean' crhploys, have^ difeo- 
vered fcYerail particulars of his life, ^th wWch the French 
themfelves, perhaps, are neft acquainted. My fentiment 
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hfts ever been, that it is paore necelTary to know nw- 
ners and cwbms of me^i than to know the 
i^pkces they have beileged ot taken; and to,be infotm^^ 
of their good qualities and bad> ones, than to leaia tbf 
'manner of their, encampments, and the number of the 
battles which they have won or loij:. ^^11 h^ftories con¬ 
tain the a^Uons of men, and the principal is to know 
thefe men, to inftfu£t others ; for hiftories do generally 
rather divert than inllrufi meo» Thefe will teach jth<^ 
better'what thou art to^eam, than the hidibrians them* 
lelves. ChrilUan author* are at prefent like the elements, 
always in war,, and. ever contrary to one apother, and 
never agreeing. . , 

Thefe two above-mentioned friends, who are now 
very, old men, have ferved Kin^. Henry above thirty 
yearSf and ever he^d a firid ^orreTpondence with one 

another; one.was his barber, and the other’s budnefs 
* « 

was to 4ivert him with reading to Jdm .when he ^was go- 
ing.to reft. ^ 

\That which is related of Henry’s coming into the 
world without weeping, is certainly a fable; but it is 
certain the Queen of Navarre, his mother, fung a French 
fong in the time, of ,his, bi*;th j whereby t^is prinqefs 
feemtMl to (how other women, 'that it ia ,po0iblc, to be 
brought 'to bed without crying out. The firft inilk 
which this royal babe drank, was an ambrofia, ,which 
the gods of our friend,. the poet Oglou, never taftsd: 
His father made him, drink in a golden cup, of the ftrong- 
eft wine.that cpuld begotten, w^rcin,he put and fquee^- 
ed a clove of ga^ip, which he thought proper to ftrcpgth- 
en his temperament,.and render him more yigoroi^ ,He 
was ^afterwards >red up Uke, Cyrus, fpcndii^, bis ^r4 
days; in, wqodi,, aiw/oftenUmes in the company: (hep- 
.herdj.. He went. always with bis h^a^ wbe,ther 
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twined to tKe oiftantVrom aU/cot- 
clad'^ coarfe hair*c1(]fth» to accuftqm his to 
dkigtieSfjipd fvpple his joints to ^the accidents of^Jor^ 
tulife. * /t 7 

'tie was hut nin^ years ol^ when loft his fet;her, 
Antn^y king of Navarre. Itlie ‘death of this prince, 
nray a lefibn to h(«1lapha| tori ha^ing^ v^tv- 

e^liis path’s wound at the fugtElot a conl^dera^e pfacc) 


^iSt of t^i d^Urance 
ficfl bifnh^a^ woman 
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tbe ctlebration of ^c^«cddii)g^^ 

•f^er. at f* noon. It , 

was d^ed wi^ the biQoa bt thefe^popr peomcji there^Kt 
mg ai; leaft an huj^o^vdJ^K^aiiwd. amoi^^ 

winch were twenty lords *of great conn^ratmn^ ij^ith the 
great^admiral of the kingdom and!, ^t tke fewed, four 
thonfand foldiers madacred in ^aris. Heniy did not pe- 
ri(h on^that unhappy day, but he was veiy near death , 
and the kmg having .eallfd tpake to him, with 

an angVy tone, and fierce coun;^ance, “Hen’^y, thou art 
alive^^caufe^l would ^^rcfhee^ but t will not fpare^ 
tb^, if tkou perfift in thy h^refy; chopfe one of thefe 
two thiiigs, ekher the mafs or death.*' tf thou knov^efl 
not wHa| the mafs itf X will (hew thee in anotlier letter. 
This pnnce chofe to go to mafs, rather than to lofe 
his life t and therefore publicly abjured the religion, he 
profelTed. Thefe two old men a^rpi, that Nero or Ca< 
Hgdla's court was neVer conmpted an that of France was 
theu. No people were tnm:e In fafliion than buffoons ; 
ahi^ never did the worfl fort of debaucheries fo abound* 
Sorceries, impenfonings, afiaflinations, and all other foTtt 
of erimes were permitted in fuch a manner that all the 
laws hnd good order feemed to be overthroum. It is not 
known whether the King of Nairarre took his former 
religion through pdiicy, or fbme corruption he faw 
amoogft the cathclfcs f howeveff be rettir^ fome time 
after to Calvtntfbi, whereonto he was fb cblbnately ad* 
difted, that havhig lived feveral years in this fe^ he was 
forced to offer great viofienoe to himfeU^ to enjoy peace* 
kbiy the kiagdom ct Trance, and aecompio^te himfel^ 
with the Pbpe af Rome, ^ to mplie^agpsa public pro* 
felRon of Konuui njhi,ioii. ^ 

Nei^ tnj |»|nc^mare loved women h< <^0*^ 

This p^qh ^rewfid wtr iw kU tho dayi of k« tfef. 


1 
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and' thci^wew*t\vo^ different natures^ obiervable in bia 
perfoti—-an invincible courage in the field ; Ad fucb a 
paifion for women, as made him be often ^en to weep 
amongff them. He has had greater weaknelTes than 
Htfreliles, and he gloried in them. He challenged the 
b^efi man iii all France, the Duke of Guife, to a fingle 
fight; bat tiic king interpofed his authority to hinder 
the combat. , 

' This king performed an a£l;ion during his youths which 
onr dervifest would have certainly fet down in their re- 
gifiers as greatly remarkable*' On a certain day.whpre- 
lit he was to fight a pitched battle, being on horfeback' 
in the mldlt of his army, he made public, repara^tion i.O',,a. 
young woman whom he had deflowered) and fpake in 
thefe terms : 1 have forced this woipan you, fee here, 

and ufed threats when entreaties would not bring'her tOi 
my^luil. Let all that hear.me deteff.the bad cxan^le iL 
have given. And as for yam part, wh<^m X liavej^hus 
wronged, clioofe an huiband) and jreceive tirom me fueh » 
portion as may ieem in fome fort an^iainends for^he iiiv' 
jury* I have done you.” ^ , 

It ferns asdf this To laudably fn a^ion was approv¬ 
ed of by Heaven : • For having .immediately hi^reuponi 
given 'battle^ he overthrew a mighty army with a fci»|- 

tSWopS*'’ ‘ • < ‘ V 1 I J < ' .1 

'The ladks, who bore H^ni^ naid^wiltfiariiis tender^ 
iljefs to thek fex, greatly interc^d^theptfclvcs in' tlic aAv 
^ws of wafy^wherein this princp was always head of thm 
Hugonot party ;:and they gave ^ocqtfian to a proverbi. 
which Medft great whik: There l^ng fun^e who.wetXL 
for''>^(nifking w^seace^and others .war^^his wai' was called 
TJ!>e^Lo^ics l?ar. This prjnce.had.'bees in' £q manyi 
fight% tlia^ I'believe one may in this paiticulftr,' 

neyiy iiAy>pi*mco came mean b»&;Tor wha eviarimj^ne ds^ 
wat in two battk^'a ^nd came off vi^orious ? 
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'■ King Charles during this time» the queeo- 

raother fcn^or^her other fon in great diligence, who hid' 
been eleftcd\>me moons before king of Poland, by the 
death of Sigifmund AuguHna. It is faid, that Charles’a 
fuocefibr having been advertifed of the death of the king 
his brother, fled in the night from Cracovia'only with 
two perfons who were his confidants, and retired to Ve-t 
nice ; and it is faid, that the courtezans of this famous 
city aflured the crown to our Henry; for, having becir 
infe(fted with the diftemper which the Frenc|i call the 
Neapolitan Difeafe, and other nations the French Pox, 
he became incapable of having childrep to perpetuate tlie 
crown in the branch of Valois. 

After, his death,which was violent, and perpetrated bjr 
a Chriftian dervifo, Henry III. dying without an heii, 
and his throne being fought by different pretenders, 
Heni^,to whom alone his birth had given right, became 
mailer of it by his .patience : His fatigues in war, and^ 
hts courage, made hkn vanquilh aU obflacles. He m«dnr 
tained lus right witlr an unparalleled valour, and carried^ 
himYelf with the greatcil prudence ; yet his greatefl ixLCn^ 
cedes are owing to*the greatnefs of his heart. Hf wet 
fometimes with difodvantage, but oftener came out coa*., 
queror from ,all cagagjcmcnts$ and.it is obfervablci hq> 
was the prouder after the battles won, becaufe he h^; 
before appeared extraordinary familiar, whh the fojidkn 
who had helped him. to win therm... He .ww tf> b^j 
often in his .ftables .to fee his horfosi jgofd often 
amongft thefc creatures, ^whom he termed hiamoft f^th, 
fol courtiers. How difficult foewtr thewjvuy was ^bjeh 
was to lead him to the. throne, he^wQiddjopt be difhtart- 
ened; thefe diffiouldes.ferving only to iocteafe his cou» 
rage. • He faw the ^p^iards confedeeated with hiaciie; 
mica; yet he aloaci wkhout any^ other affiflaoce.hu^.'pf 

r.6 . 



•;»j» ST AWt. I.' 

TfoMolM !P9frs,<Mic1i* 

I<!|nfi<lllf KfUtsifSMtts'm)^ «mj4’ by^ 

fefttiwtudSd' dip^^ of 

the luflgdom to live on the inofl al^£l mean^ o^e" can 

to ihicie, dogs 

'^e 'd^ca- 

tflhf fitfopit.iaf the tIswA icdhld irfttt'#iihi ^ But 
he WM) 'ftSr? afi ihi* (aflbtt^'lid'llad^^v^ ^ahlts}, 

^4bvde4'Ctt t%ife the liege, acc^lniilMlIit^ with 

Ihb ptiOctJvAt^ ieoiMifiih^^ liil' tht pmlftfi ih^ ca- 

he a^lh tehodog^a^Cidfhd^^ dd^hfmth 
ht ¥lis 'hifedk^,» 1 ^ ^ich ftfVtd '■ ri’V^rc^dlfee't^' hia 
He dibWtied ih tHII''lkiifd"'ikiahaef his 
‘tJthet'prtddtfeflbr^ had bceh ’heTolfe’^im/'* to 

'gofttA his’ kthgdom', l(‘idrted"'6y 

akd e^cftdhoh€,''Wz^ by ^ folti re* 

^aM It by {btik-in a 

Lcondid[ofl^tt^''4rtJbelTidl^'ft:; ’*He''b»flfclRHre#ld tb&idheeiit 
bridgeii iatfed lhit<lly'iplB6tfe^^hrf3 libthtj^' vHiick 
m^ht' rb'^lbibKIh tb'd^'gddd^ Ord^awbith^ ifib^haifltefouf* 
jBefs of the times had overthrown. ■ ‘ 

J ‘‘Bat'whdt'thh king'ttefigned^agiiMft^ilA at he 

-‘#Wfettred'*otf thfe ' ^fHc^^iffld4iine 

^tb thei bctll'^d^hll fef ever 

he had made a general peace with hie ^jfai&6y^%e laid. 
^the^^lboiUfeion man 

'ih^tedj wbereW tf4 

'o;j |^ttbdeit(Mlk>«^%h«Hhmr^ the 

ftroy« in a Ihatt ^e, the empire of^e 

pay. 

^bt)' i<<IMtti' W lii'i 'fUtSeu. 



i»t Jifftiliffi¥>^l^g WJwl (jfcinwdttno- 
ney wiJtt^ut^ f«%g tb^ngdfjin,^3|r^agipg l^gfflple; 
yet It 46 \ueJthattl>Ctgo^)^»j*iK>iiey«4n4pai4 th 9 i^((|ebts 
^witbiu ,, . " •. ' 

^ aitibr 4iyidit4g Cbri(leii4pi&»ii)ta fifteen do* 

x^joafioos, £ve ff i^^ich, (tings tbat 

nii4 iU to by, fi^bJeA to HH»fMil|5»!t*?vere 
i^/gUvev54i4 tbo/pur reuuuning ihonl4 be vepuWks* * 

^ % thjfi divUmo be left S^pe the cQpntfios belong- 
>h 4 grtfi the chui)cb,t aad added theteonta thp kingdom of 
J J^plca, wijth the hqiqagi: of^|3ie4x» the gruiteft part 
f^;X^y^iP 9 de%d! into a rqpuhhc; ^Ith ebhgatieilEi to 
I g^c the pppeifyeiyyear gqldte^ crocifixtand^iurihou- 
T Q>4y y^fotce «ae h;&, |n the isondiluvi it 
in^ i^rh^vw ai^ eado^s* 3ut there were allot* 
thx^re{^bhc»iungdpmfl^ a^d ifles^wh^h w^rc t 9 be 
j tbe^iMhi^ aR hojoagc to 

cmbady %q kif# his feet | and 

ft the fft4 ofi#^q5y’(tweid:y^cyea«>a Iwall Aatriif of 

ff<MaTq?tri!#i«?g ?etefr ^hom they term God’aVi. 
car on earth. 

> ih^lAdji^akc a rep*>hlic with the red of the 

t WpRld he a loft for the ^paniaeds; 

,ai|d tfi 4ih/fepplllj8?0«Bdd»bc added jbtnp of the neigh- 

, The«]j;rafGhp4;of>pUt ASatft, TWraiKi Traote> Ycrc 
added (tP the dpw?ffp>tif4’ftaae pf the SwifTes, i^rith the 
homage» f«ergFrdftpef^yeara,r of fn h^bitig dog, with a 
gedden coUaf'abpft ms aedtvftfteood^lo a ^ham gold, 
Yhfcb this (hoid^ fkc Smp€fw of 

GeenjW 

The eskfieror he obliged tti MUMDiieooflieiag* 
gvmdiziag of hie ^i)f» end oidydtfpoft i>f eat^ntxden* 
the Ilwej|tt;prc4|f^ hg Ihodd mktSloW on any of 
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his kmdred'f ’ and-there Ihould b* a law inviolably oblerv-^ 
ed in the empire, that never two princes bf the febie i*aoe 
ftioulil enjoy fuqceiflvely the imperiai crown* . / - 

The dutchy of Milan Ihould be added to the other- 
provinces belonging to the Duke of'Savoy, together with^ 
the title of King of Lombardy. 

The kitigdohi of Htfngapy*fliottld be enlarged witK 
the principalities of Tranfylva^ia, Walachia^ and Molda¬ 
via 5 add tbe king, who was to be eledkive, fliould be* 
chofen by th^ fuffrages of'“the Pope, the Emperor o£ 
Germanythe Kings of France, England^ Spain, Swede- 
land, Poland, and Denmark; an^ Bohemia flrould be 
fubmitted to liic fame li^ws. > ^ ... 

'France, England,-Spaiti, Poland, Swedcland and Den* 
mark, fliould not change their form of goyemmeut, whent 
for the general af^irs, thtfe kingdoms were to be fidyedh 
td the> univerfal repnblie, of’whkh the-pope was to bfe 
tbe head. -' 

Things thus eilaUhhed^ Henry was'to bef the umpire 
of all Clbyiikendeni, to decide idl difterences which might 
happen between the aforefaid princes and ftates, with fif* 
teett perfons > chofen from amongft' thd moft hunous for 
lebrjiing and aims, which* could bd- ^uud ambng the^id^ 
domiaations^'^And behdes thefe, there 'was'tof< 
be eftablllbed a general councily^onililing ofviisity other 
peribns, for aHt-tl^e dil^erelKc^^w]dch>'liii|ght liAppeu in all 
the kingdoms aod repiibliilca^bktwaeiiiltHoSe who govern¬ 
ed them ; andtbds^eht kflkmbly^lkottld^make theh refi- 
deBCb4n>tbe capital my,^ 

- Emiy waa^ Co be %& funiifli «>'textain mum- 

of s:hoops, ami futti of money, to make war againfb 
the Turks che^buiiiiefs |\>land and Swedeland 
i&uld be ^to 'iiaff^tQ|^ethe»^gak)ft fke Muh:ovitea 
and Tartars* There were afterwards three gesendi ta < 
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be chofen by common powfcnt, for the conquering j of 
Afia, one for the f«a» and two ior tlic land}, and. 
three hun^ired thoufaod foot entertained, with one hun« 
dred and fifty thoufand horfe, and four hundred plccea 
of cannon ; and the naval army was to confid of an hun-. 
dred and fifty vefleU, and one hundred gallieTj and a fund 
was to be raifed for this of an hundred millions of gold. 

'This treafure was to be put into the pope’s hattds 
The iile pf Malta was to be the ilorehoufe of ail'things 
belonging to the fea» the port of MelTina the arfcnal of 
the galleys, and the city of Meta one of the principal nm* 
gazincs for the land foAes. 

All th.- Chriilian princes were to be obliged to klTen 
ibdr oixUnaj'y eapeoceityiand to contribute to this gfcat 
defign according to ilietr ^ability. 

There were to have been feveral fpies in Conftanti- 
nc^e in the habit of Greeks, who were perfedUy Ikillcd 
in the ealiern languages, to obferve the motions of our 
empire t A»d befidei^ thefe, forty refolute men, who were 
aha certain time and fignal, to fet fire to the feraglio and 
ahenal, and feveral other quarters of the town. 

tTlrcfe was found in this heio’s clufet, aftei his death, 
a me^iorial! written with las own hand, wherein he had^ 
already ..marked twelv? ^i»bnfl*adori for feveral places ia, 
ChrilUndam, .for the .negotiating of fo great an affair; 
and thefPppiet rrptthlid pf y#nicej and Duke of Savoy^, 
had been already acquau^ed with it. n 

In,the mean timCfc this king hadiAD army already of, 
forty thoufand foot, and eight thpufand horfe;;and he, 
was* under pretenqc of yifijtingltheirontieta ofriaoders, 
theiM:e^ to begin the execution of his projedl, aifirming,.-, 
that, as to hia qwa part, be had no otb^r pretenilon but 
the glory of deliver«g Chfliftiwiy ftjom, ^he tyranny of 
thefe .barJbjurians,.. 
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gmil^j^uons"£ die cardlmJt st Kome» fm) ill' Germanr^ 
to fevei^^olficers; ati^ he in^^tai^e, helides 
troops Y K'w afready mentWecI, ^{ow)\^ouranfa*|;ent& 
n^n^^who were fo devoted to hiny were tiadfjr 

to nyjupt on horfeha<ik the lean order ^pm iiim^' 

He had already fifteen millions in the^ftile; nnd^ tie 
titat nao ^the fuperinteod^cy of his treafure, ^^mifed 
to ^(jd^heitt^tp, ip lets than three yi^ars, fprty'more 
mtiiian^ wiltlra^ t^im^ng the ordinary revenues. ^ ^ 

1 Ifiavp np knowledge of the mannef how l&e wQu'lif di> 
vije^the elates of tW fiiltan. But H^nry v^ras 
na^ juft as he was ready to leave ]^ar|S tc^oeg/n lo^reat 
a worjif, being killed in his coach, in the arips fiis 
moil &idifu! courtiers; and the fatal ftroke winch car¬ 
ried him out of the world, ddivered the^ cpipirp of die 
true ^Ikvtfi; this empire, vi^hqfe throne isJ^ high that 
it reaches ujp to the firft heaven, whence it^ fcares tlie|e 
infidels, and fecures the good the mfolts 

of the Chriftians. 

One of thefe old men 1 mentioned has alTured me, he 
heard the king fpeak thefe fohowTng words fbthe days 
before his death, " I ftial! nerjor go out of this town: I 
know not what w^'thho!^ me: I ihall never accomplilh 
wkat^I d^gn; th^ of Conftantt- 

nople; for I am told by aftrofogteil I ihall be killed in a 
coach. I muft tl^en alvraya go on foot, and never ftir 
out of ^aris.” ^ 

^ the end nf dpi ptSbee| fo hig)^ venerated 
by the^ienci. He was really a man At great courage 
4pa great penetmtlon $ and io mocb tm grea^, m that 
kei|gatd|d ^ dei^m^n^o^ t^e t^toman^empiief, as 
one ^^the ^Iffi^alteft things in the woddf a^d truly, 

> ' r I. ^ 
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no other brince dM that to. Manomef iior^t % 
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chirocijcal j>rojed to find a pQfl^ty^d a thing 
1 Xjfioitwrr yofijtL I 

ever appeared iznpolnble. , . . . . 

In the very mom^t I am .wnung, I. have received, 

certain news cn my rmn* n I be not t»^n oft ibis 

time at Pans, I mall pqrhaps be more fortunate tto 

evei) and mpre ruccSwijlfy Vnd funy.fcrve our creaf' 

emperor, ^whofe clement is equal fo his giftieur, ah^ 

who is ;d)OTe*^^the TO^rs on eavth/ Cardinal kihUteu 

hts^^ for me to, come to mm1 Ihereroie finim this 

letter in vvh^ perh^^^ ^ will tie t^ 1, write. 

bei'nl’lSay ai^rd’l^am1(,£iv5rcd/Tf iSy fear 

tain, I ,fhw lea^ni .tnee, jn another letttr, foe moil, ir- 

mariahif^cvents'^^ tlie i^an tfine. f 

J^f ^e^mtutyi^om. 1£ * 

dseLnur dear^jm, vre ihafll fte one: another in the other . 

JT^i ‘'‘f fiS» t >rj J f 

wona: if it be true tm weJhail lave eyes there, and 

texnem^er wVat nas ^palf here fecfhw.^ Pray jihc'^CiTC^ 

God for Mahnuit, aqd take care^f thy health. . ^ 

3(* t»fT* V'*" r 3iif>»4n‘»< ir'' < iO > r» 

‘■5j 4MiKWrSfiSl' JWl'^aSNtrl j. '' 

^J< mf •>*> 1 * ->0 IfwR ^ ^tn zModiil w •^ too v>f» d 

X\0^TAd^Jf 

. L I #■ 3 < r > d blo^ fnt * “d . »t 10 ^ 

C f* V 4 “ tJ dl no jO)a SYi.vdi: nsil'* * 

ARoiNAL Richlipv made^c'ccmc into I^jir^i^ce,^^ 

.md yet 1 am akve i He haa not.att^pted i 

V j*' iKAnaid, pi .t'Miijq lasns »i 
gainlt either life w liberty; hot has done m 
L U. 1 * * ^ tOriror* I’bsxSGv. sM 

hondfir as to other fojrcien churchmen j for 


am of ]S?IolJafea,^ ci^^g ^ me ^&«§. ‘ "5 

•*» ^ \ ^ h nouapvl‘’n iMlnSYSi ifl 

more of me than what 1 told mm. It tliye ^n- 

irary, as A* he intenSc^ * mc*\lS3nclre8fw|^^ 




, 9nt io ante 
fing me a 
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bitter' enemy to*^ the Turks ; and perhaps I (hall receive 
fome prefent froth him, for having fcrved h^ already as 
an interpreter. I ‘fliall tell thee,' invincible Vifier, what- 
has pait between him and-'me, 'without any fear of being 
tHibtis to thee. I ferve thee foithfully, and write to 
thee as ofo as my duty requires.. ' . , t 

As foon as l<was in his clofet, he thus fpoke to me ^ 
** Titus, What doft thou' do in Paiis^ ? What buhnefs 
haft thou in this town? ' And what is really thy coun* 
try ?'* I a'nfwered him* ** That I was a poor olerkr io£ 
Moldavia’, and came to ftody fUviuity, and be a prieft; 
that^l^ knew no better {dace to become wife and leanied ; 
and that I would willingly facriftce aU things 1 to i render 
him fervice.”' He afterwards a(kpd me, <** Whethjcr 1 
was acquainted with any of the Eaftern.languages } and 
whether I had ever been at Conftantinople I have 

been,'’ replied I, ** In this great town when >1 was a 
child; and that my hither and mother were then ’in ik- 
very. My father » dead, and'tny^nother is marrieda* 
gain to a Chiiftian Greek* I underftand Arabic and 
Turkifh, and ^am perfe£fcly Ikillod in the fchool Greek.’** 
<< What do you mean by fchool Greek i'* replied the car¬ 
dinal. ** It is different from the vulgar Greek,’’ anfwer- 
ed I, ** which is fo corrupted,, that learned; people will 
not 'give themfclves the trouble to. uudorftand it.** He 
afterwards bade me go. into a little clofet, where I 
ihould (Ind one of his focretaries, who would need my 
help; where I had no fooner entered, but the fecietary 
prefcnted me with a Torkifh- (ttiaiwfccipt, to turn into 
Latlp Italian, i£ 1.could not ido it into* French. I im¬ 
mediately tranfiated k into Lktin, rand. now twili inform 
thee (wife Minifter and GovcisJOr^^f the great Empire 
.of the true Faithful}|iQf,.the .contents of it. 

The Chriftian dervifes, called in France Cordeliers,. 
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keep, aft khou knoweft, in Jerufalenfi, the fepulchfC of 
their Mefiiaj, by a privilege which Zclim, the conqueroT 
-of Palcftine, granted them. Thefe religious have neither 
peace nor truce with the Greek Chriftians, and they have 
fuch differances together, as arc of ill confeqnence to all; 
they perfecute one another without' Ceaiing, and fpread 
abroad moll bitter fatirei againil each other. Each par¬ 
ty makes ill reports to his fuperior of that which is op- 
polite, and mixes among fome truths, a great many lies 
and abfurd ilories. But it appears to me^ thatlhe Greeks, 
who naturally love cabaM, and have the reputation ’of 
great romancers, are more dexterous than their adverfe 
party to do milchief. i 

The Chriftian dervifes have reprefented a great many 
things to this cardinal, to authorife their pretenlions a- 
gainfl the Greeks, by^ means of the French ambalTador. 
They not only reproach the Greeks with feveral injuitices 
and violences, but accufe the cadi’s of cruelty and tyranny, 
and the foldiers which guard Jerufalem of infupportable 
^eza^otts. Thou IbouldH be thoroughly informed, whether 
thefe com^daints be on juft grounds; for they affirm, their 
patience is ^beyond the cruelty of the officers thou em- 
ployeft; yet that they can no longer bear the infolencies 
which are now put on them, and are on the point of 
liazarding all by a ftroke of defpair. It does not belong 
to me to be advocate in the bejialf of thofe who are fub- 
mitted to thy authority, and efpccially of thofe who 
ought to bear the yoke of the Mahometans ; but it is 
the duty of Mahmut, thy creature, to inform thee of 
the true circumftances of afi^irs which come to his JjLuow- 
ledge. Yet, if the oppreffion of the dervifts be fo great 
as th^ make it, thou that art the true light which'en-* 
lightens the empire of the faithful, and fcatterelb thq 
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darknefi of not peiwit thofe that live un¬ 

der the ptiU^c faith to be opprefTed; and thjt four 
wfcleh^'C^reekli (hall be the caiife of fuch'difordera 'as 

1 r 

Ttaj hftt^peh to Paleftine, the coniplaiuts of which have 
rdrch^ the eara of the greateft princes in Europe^ arid 
tb ivhbrn fuOh things may give falfe ideas of the gOvern- 
ificnf of fhofc who are chdferi by God to command all 
the wO'rld.' Invincible Bafla» I haW diicovered the true 
circunsftances of this affair, in the Turkifh manufcript 
liiducir Cardinal Richlteu's fecretary has put iatb my 
hands.* I have fidly discovered <the falfe reafonings of 
thl^ Artaenfems and Greeks, who by common confek 
have offered federal things to the moft 'venersble mufti, 
wlucfa I am' fare thou wik not approve bf; for they 
make mbft winched exenfes, to colour over their perH- 
dkhi&eff. 'l^ey fay the Romanills ought to be ill dfed 
on pnrpclc'tbget'rid of themAbm Psdeffine, bn'hg like 
the'Jewa, bkter cnednei in their hearts to^^he weffhrt 6f 
the empire; that the tfttie of 'piii^lcges gtihted 1^^ 
ZeHta and his foccelTors is expired^ andWhat nior^Vi,' 
it 'is gfbat im|yrudence to fhlftt to’ ’coa^e' over 

from diflant countries, vidio iindei^piVtlkicil!! 6f vMtiiig the 
A^albhre, and other places'whidh fitpetftitf^i likli 
oonTcentted In Paleftiutf, come td'eipy'the adioOS Wf thV 
Turks, cxihSne the ferfe of their'g'oVcfniijeAti idlitf'tiieir 
places, and'meafure thd ^ads and po^s'a/Mch^^they pof? 
fefs on the fcas^ which mSy |rfbvc of dihrsf'coiifequence* 
to the honour and interefl of the Ottoman empire. ' i 
cannot inform thee hoW'lhis mefndiV'Came into RkiiHeu’s 
hands, bid it'was erthitVTold tir fnterceptcB* it‘ Conftafh- 
tinopic, 'where k’ “was add^fied.*' HfewcvCf, i ihuft hot' 
'forget tb' terf tke^ 'bhe'^j^rl^ 4Wtji^thfii-hiiiulte'made‘, 
widnee thdtt maytdlP^ed^ riiifdhed lie' n 

wife and prhdent manr •* 'ViTek the fuK 
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tan’s cliief niinifteri I ihould have addcd priyllcgci |;o ^jri- 
vilege to the monks cordeliers, jjot only becaure, Jjiftice 
^ rei^uires it, 'but by rci^fop of thciafyantage whieh^J^ilghl; 
^ound thereby to the make^^ihi; ways 

to jerufalem eafy to all people« I,,wopld .l^e^ 
bute; the pilgrims iho^d be.well^^piedf the Qb'r^i^os in 
general, as well as the cordeliers; and I. fevesely 

punifli the officers and, folders who guard Pale^ne^ and 
. the^ leered places, if they did ^othcns'ife.” And then 
turning^hi^nfelf towar^ me ; '* Does it«not a|:^qu:,^to 
thce^” fay,51 he, th^t^ke bed,way to. eqUrg^ a kipg* 

dom iB> to procure it ^ advantage which, inci;c^ 9 s the 
n\;m^r of its fubjei^s ? ,lt is npt enough that tkepri^Ge 
fhoMTs the ornamepts ,of his principality ; he muft fhow 
alfp theprinc4 otherwife.he will be like tbc philofopher 
who was broiiglit into kfefod’s prefence: I do not fee,” 
fays the^ king, **, any,thing clfe but the, beard and cloak 
of a pl^lofopher.” If the Turks do as the Scythians, 
when they made themfelyes mailers of Athens, they wiU 
do better ; for they would not burn the books which 
were gaj;hered together in this famous town, alleging, 
that thofe who applied themfclves to iludy, were not 
wont to do any great hurt. If the Chriftians meditate 
on death, in vifiting, and honouring the fepplchrcs, the. 
muil)ilinans,fhould conhder, that if they,make way a* 
gaind them, they have ouly,|.o.do with contrite and pe¬ 
nitent perfoni^ who w'ill th|;reforc be the mote eafily de- ^ 
feated.” , , - ^ i 

And this U a faithful aoid. ^account of the^ con- 
verfatioo I bad yritll^this chJcf'mifdflbr qf. ftjstj.,, 
novy th^t; I a^d,!,a8^a nc^q,of jidligf .of ^t^ie 

^gdonr* 

tl^uity of the privileges of the rclij^pu? Cbriftians at Je- 



142 


L£TtERS>Wftltt£N ST 


Voir. 


rufalem. They make ap|»ear, that for above three hun¬ 
dred yeat^ thefe places do belong to the Roinan Catho¬ 
lics $ that Robert d* Anjou bought them o£ the Soldan 
of E'gyl^t, and made thereof a^rrefent to the Roman 
cliureh^ htid put them in ^iTelli^n not only of the Holy 
Sepulchre, but of Calvary,- of^ Bethlehem^ and their de¬ 
pendencies} which fettlemCnt lafted till Zelim 1. who there¬ 
in confirmed the religious ChrHlians, with an- augmenta- 
tion of privileges, as tdm afr ever he hod Conquered £- 
gypt and Rptleftine. ^ ^ f t - 

Francis L King'of France, having made an^ alliance 
with 'Solyman 11. he inferted in his tireaty ^an article 
which coniinned the aforefai^-privilegeft} which were 
lince folehjnly renewed,'’ till AmuratVs time, who is now 
on the throne of the mulTuImanB (an happy emperor} 
and mailer of the univerfe, for whofe fake alone the fun 
enlightens the earth), and confirms whajt his predecefTors 
had done in favour of the ChrifUan Roman dervif^ whom 
he hafe maintained^witliout any regard to the 'tain pre* 
tenfions of the Greeks and Armenians,' in their lawful 
pofTeflion of Calvaiy-, the grptto of Bethlehem, and^the 
two little mountains thereunto belonging ; and* granted 
to them the keeping of the ftone on which their Saviour 
Chrift was cmbalnie(^, as well as that of the two fmall 
domes covered with lead, under which is the Holy Se¬ 
pulchre. 

Thy humble flave Mahmut has an unpleafant talk im- 
pofed on him by this French minider. He defired me 
to give him fome memoir irt general of what I know, and 
bade me not wonder at his Curiofity $ it being liis maxim, 
to make friendfhip with all ftrangers- of merit, whereby 
he haa learned feveral important mattetis, and difeovered 
fecrets of great importance ; and tliat it lay in mytppi^er 
to oblige him greatly, in giving him bn exa^ account of 
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the forces of the Ottoman empire, and where they lay 
fno<WfetrtQ be attacked. I anl'wered him vpy modeftr 
ly, that my^ufinefs bejng only to fay my breviary, he 
\ould not jtxpeft any great capacity from me in thefe 
i^iatUra. He fmjliagly bade n^e ^ry what I ^ould do in 
that matter; yet, however, he would not lay .any thing 
upon me which might make me uneafy; adding, that 
though he were la ordinal and a pried, yet he knew 
fom^hing more^than divinity, ^nd that feveral R,oman 
prelates had made war with gpreat fuccefs from^St. Peter’s 
nhgir, r III hue, 1 could not but promife to gratify him; 
and thou (h4t knpw in*due time how 1 dilcharged my- 
felf; fpr I Ih^li rather pail with, my life,than a£l contra¬ 
ry to my allfgiance,, However, I mud avoid giving him 
caufe^tp fufpQ^i mu ,and acquaint thee alone with the 
CPaffU^ncfs I have had wit^ him. 

,,,Th0 holy Prophet multiply thy line, that the empire 
may npt w;ant< minid^^rs of thy lineage; and the Great 
God fo^irid.thy valpur, that thou mayd fee the empire 
of Amuratli iVfitbout bounds. 

Pvis, a^th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1639. 


XVI.—ro tie fame. 

nr HE winter is fo far advanced, that the king’s armies 
lie quiet. It is np fable, that the dauphin was born with 
fome teeth, and that no nurfe dare prefent him the teat, 
for fear of being bit with them. It is faid alfo, that 
there being no woman to be found about the court which 
can endure the fuckhng of him, there is a certainPpea* 
fant, a very healthful and hardy woman, that has under* 
takgp^hat employment. 

Here are four pods arrived at the fame time; one 
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comet from Rome, the reft from the armies; but what 
news they bring » not yet known. It is thougfipThat 
be which comes from Germany brings news of Alfatii^ 
and Bri£ie. The King of France is very wclh Here 
SVC giMI preparations at Conn ftir the carnival, in which 
time the Cbriftians play a thoufand mad pranks. 

It is commonly faid the queen is with child again. 
Here are idfo many reports of the Grand Signtor'a expe¬ 
dition, both in prints and news-letters; and fevcral prog*> 
noftics are jnade on his entisrprife on Baby fen. 

I ftiall Inform thee by the firft opportunity, what is 
faid here further of our ever-viSorious emperor, and of 
thee alio who art bis chief miniftfr, and the right am of 
his empire; and at the fame time t^ diee what news 
come from the northern parts, of winch, I fuppofe, the 
kaimacham has given thee fome notice, as well as of the 
moft cooftderalde events of the vrar of ARatia* The Ina* 
morttd Being reward thee with the talring of Babylon, 
and dA Perfia, as a reward of thy fidelity and vakiinr^ and 
pains thou haft taken in ferving faitlriuSy thy nafter; 
and give thee the good fortune of feadwig tifempli^ly 
in chains the fevereign of this empire, that he may be 
humbled to the kiffing of tlie ftirrup of the invincible 
Amurath’s horfe. 


Psrifk x6tb of the sd Moes, of the 'fese xdjp. 



XV1I«—7b Baxia Bassa, CU^ Tr^^nr the Gremd 

Sigm$r. ^ 


SlIachim the Jew, whom thowthooghteft fo wHe and 
virtnout a man, concealed his ill qualities 9t Confivutiobi^, 
to (Ufeover them more ndvantageoufty at Paris. 'iKsras. 
not hh fault that tny affitirs were not entirely ruined. 
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The gave hiafks of Kis’treachery In the vc^VlSio- 
mehT he faw tne^receive fhe money From Carcoa at* viert- 
*;jja lipotr thy%ird'CT. ■isvrdte t6 th^e» t thQUght this man 


on my giiifcFtS' t&Jfe things whei^iii migfit do me 
milbllffe^*^Th;^nliiayclt*eafily imagine how'll am* vexe^ 
atyjr^feht I‘'6^n\cii^her ac^ufc hinirnor dra^ from, 
hJffili jdff tie matH'^iiehelieve, that alaiS'y^r^a 

fon at ParisJ’^l*'f8hnif‘'iti'^n ^f^grcat hopes, having rc- 
ceivWf&me^^j^teafiiVe ’fiSm'^his relations, was rcfolved 

Sthd edibracc.^c^ahoinct^ rcligioh; 
jAfcTOat hfe woul4%i?1SFe Ib'Wppy ah ofccafidh of doiijg 
rtS&'Ihr^tf; ttfrd tfore&re hbid contrived ‘ to hide this 
y‘5!it3ii^TB*i'‘rn“a dfofr ?cftarj tinderncath the houfe where 

r '^1_}54- j'jyL-, ■' r’* _ 



S*^dfiir^*able en^oy ih ^Conftantinb^le^; 
airtfthWI^ tedj'Fh'lfte/ feid lntm wftfi all the feofies 
whfcfi*^lfre v^o^^he' g^"td tholllfftat, through (tcltle> 
iiefs,*WtefS|iorSl4d^ntagesVfbrfaiKe thel-eligion of th'etf 
fathers; to^'^rofiHstiiiihther.'''H€ alf^^ me, Ilhould 

ha’^ ite trolide by'"fli^l%ufS^f^ hai^gHaloe^ all nccefla- 
ry care to tranfport his convert immedi8rtfdly''to Tunis or 
Algiers, and froi|^h«til||p[^ ^2 yidifed 



withotlt^y not oi^cn^ 

ed w ithout a ftrange feene ip tlite houfe. I was aftonifh- 
cd to fee a tvoman in a great rage frand before me, ,de!f 
mahdhfg^iatisfaM^^I^I^SU^ffl^ltief daughter and lilutfg 
awnylifcr life, chk'f|jh^#S^Vitb'b darned 

her iih^ tbep murdctcdiSli*; ^fthd (he ma^ me aD 
roi:/: ' """ <4 
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tlicfe leproaches in the company of a gYcat iiiaTiy ofS- 
ctrs of juilice. ^ 

Tliink then the confuHon I was in ; the moie I denied«* 
the dime, the more fiercely they charged it on me. I was 
threatened witli death if I did not confeA* it, and give the 
fatisfadlioii required of me j and at the fame time this fly 
Jezabel gave a fign to one of the rogues her companions to 
go down to fuch a place, and bring up her daughter, who 
was found alive in man’s clothes, and melted into tears. It 
fignified nothing to allege reafons to prove my innocency j 
fo that I was forced at laft to J:hro\v out to thefe hung¬ 
ry wretches all the money I had, and they withdrew not 
till they had abufed and leviled me in a moll bitter man¬ 
ner. They got from me about an hundred and eighty- 
fotir fequins of gold, and about an hundred piallers of 
fllver. Eliachim has the confidence to affirm he knew 
nothing of the cheat; and thinks to jullify himfelf ia 
faymg, that if he who is a Jew* was deceived by this 
young man, who pretended to b^ome a Turk, there 
■were a thoufand Frcfick people who ha6^ been cheated in 
like manner. 1 fliall not here mention what I allegifkl to 
him to make him own his perfidioufnefs, this being fruits 
kffi* On the otlier haad* refie^ng on the employ 1 
had, and my prefent eiroumftaaces^ it ^appeared to me 
nccQ^ary to diiremMe this truths and t6 wait foie fome 
favourable occafion^io feu4 tiiia'v$aiu out of Paris, and 
to lay fome fnare for him at Qbnllasninpple. « ! give thee 
notice of this event 'for tvito reafons, that. I may have 
mote money, and provide fot nty fafety^ believbg myfelf 
in gieal danger as long as>‘l liv^ wbeteqfuch ^a> fellow 
comes. I fiialbnot mention th** ipterefts erf Mahmut’s 
life ; for i fhhll ever think it WeD fpent (houM' it be loft 
in the fultan^s fctficl^ who wfly prop of tbA^ni-. 
verfe. 
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Thou wilt not want opportunitiee wheicin thou mayeft 
'TSTa^r'^uTof Eliachim’s purfe the money he has robbed 
^ipie of; .neither wilt thou want means to remove from me 
To dangerous a companion. Thou fliouldeft know what 
the Chriilians, who arc always iri ccoucileablc enemies to 
the Jews, fay of them: they affirm, that tlltfe infamous 
wretches are the flaves of all nations excepting Turkey ; 
and efpeciaUy in Conftantinoplc, where they are mafters| 
they are at the fame time carefled and curfed; in the 
midd of abundance they appear always mifeyable; and 
yet they lay hands on all others pioperties. They add, 
that they be vagabonds like Ulyfies, yet in whatever 
place tlicy are they find a count!y like Homer; that 
they arc all perfidious, and in public affeA to appear're¬ 
ligious, but live in giievous diforder and luxury in their 
own houfes, flicking at no fort of crimes; bragging, 
that though it be not permitted them to purchafe lands, 
yet they have found means to get into their hands a great 
pait of the gold in Europe. The Chrillians alfo fay, 
their number muft needs be great, feeing they never go 
to and there aic none axnongfl them that do not 

raa»ry. They are, lay they, ever cowards and poltrons 
where there is any danger or pains; but bold when they 
forefee any certain gain in the markets diey make. They. 
neVer fpeak the truth but when it is to deceive; they are 
ever liars, and .there A no inypiety or facrilege at which 
they will Icniple; and thefe fame Chrillians affirm, they« 
will commit, one tioM or other, Ibme horrid crime in our 
great imperial city^ being the Tuiks cegneealed enemies, 
though they great confidence in them; and that 
we are wflHng to be deceived by them. I have wriu 
ten to Carcoa to fend me fpeedily ibme affifbance;, and 1 
,}iav,;;^Aen forced to borrow money of this fame Eliachim,' 
that traiibr who has brought me into tho condition 1 am 

o 2 
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in. He could not deny though lie pleaj^ /like a 
rogue as he is) cxtierre po-erty. 

This tiick which has been put upon me/ will oblige! 
me henceforward to keep a valet, but 1 will take one fo 
little, that no man ihall leproach me with choofing 
much of nn ill thing. Abandon not the poor Mahmut, 
w ho prays God that he would give thee all forts of pro- 
verities, and make thee live in perfeA health! and 
wi^es that all the monarch^ of the jnfidel nations may 
bev.ome na\es to the fultan, who (hall be ever invincible! 
and that their liches may in<preafe the treafuie thou 
guardeft. 

^Pans xjth of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1639. 


XVIIL— -Tp Carcoa at Fwtna, 

1 HATE received the money thou didfb fend me, and inv. 
mediately lod it ^ yet without my fault. Bekir the tica- 
furer has been informed by my letters of the lofs I fu- 
ilained, and of another affair which is not ncceffa/^ for 
thee to know. I alfo writ to him, I expeAcd a fpeedy 
fupply from thee; for 1 fhould demand it of thee. Tlie 
Grand Sigiilor*s intereil requires^ that thou doft not 
oblige me to give thee any other reafon, and that thou 
deferred not to fend me, as fopn 9s may ]?e, a fufiicient 
fum of money. I cao only infqrm thee, th%t in the at¬ 
tempt whicli was made on pie, I loft oqly That 1 can re¬ 
cover, My life »»in fafety, and, by a jniraclc, my affairs 
arc ip the lame condition ; fpr ppbody has as yet difeover- 
ed who 1 am* If thou writeft any thing to Eliachim the 
Jew, he &rc be careful, and do not truft him more than 
needs. 

Swnd without lofs of time to the Porte the packet J 






3ook ir. 


A SPY AT PARIS. 


149 


thee, and let me not languilh in Paris in^th^, 
’xpedtation of naoney. It is true, gold is a rare com* 
BOdity, becaufe every body defires it. In this gicai town 
>f Paris, one may fooner find an hundred faints than one 
ib^A^ pcrfon. TIic French fay it belongs*only to fots 
o be free of their money; that a man fiiould fiiccour 
lis friend with good counfel, and there is no need of any 
thing clfe. Learn, Catcoa, to have no need of other 
people's help, and have a care of being too free. Mea 
that are accufiomed to receive good turns, are generally 
wont to reckon them as iebts. 

The vanity of that philofopher, who died with mife- 
ry, is a great example of men's infolency. When (Pe* 
rides would give him fome fuccour to prolong his life, 
he had tht audacioufnefs to fay to him, ** Thou carried 
oil, O Pericles 1 becaufe thou haft need of a lamp." 

The Sovereign Moderator of all things keep thee from 
falling into neceffity: This is the beft wifii the poor 
Mahmut can make for thee, in the low eftate he finds 
himfelf. 

Pai^^ tjth of the sd Moon, of the Yeai: xtfjp. 


XIX.— ^^Dgkbt Oglou. 

Birkabeb’s father was a rich man in Arabia, and hiS| 
virtue was equal to his riches. He had nineteen chil¬ 
dren, who 'all died of the fame diftemper when they ar¬ 
rived to fome years. Never family was more united and 
regular. Birkabeb was naturally of a quiet foft teixiper, 
but fo holy a man, and at laft died fo poor, that a thief 
coming into his chamber one night to ftea!^ and finding 
notfUiSg^e called~him to him, whilil he was going away, 
and gave him his bed, as not being willing he fliould de- 
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part empty-handed and lofc his laboui. . 

after this to lie on the floor, he received affillance from^, 
heaven hy the hands of his wife ; and fcarce were twenty* 
moons paft fince this, adventure, but there happened ano¬ 
ther more ftrange than the former; for he became on a 
fudden very rich, and at the fame inftant ccafed to be 
w'ife. He had a wife of as haughty a difpofition, and 
noify humour, as ills was quiet and humble. This wo¬ 
man kept the flocks, and, with a florid yoiithfuluefs, 
v/as endued with great beauty | and it is not known by 
what accident a prince of the ri?ce of the Sophy of Per- 
fla, who fled from his fovercign^s difpleafure, met with 
lier. It ifl certain, that having recommended himfelf to 
her, and entreated her to favc bis life, and not difeover 
him, (he led him into a very thick wood, which was ne¬ 
ver frequented, where the prince lived for fourteen years 
concealed. But growing at length tired with this fort 
of life, he perfuaded this woman to go to Ifpahan dif- 
guifed in man’s apparel, and And Atfkmus, who had 
been his governor, and was a faithful and wife men^who 
would give her money, and Jewels, and a wafer^ which 
would fo difguife his countenance, that his neareft friends 
could not know him } by which means he might hold on 
his way to Rhodes as he bad determined. This woman 
foon arrived at Ifpahan with the prince’s tokens, which 
were fome ftrange charajSters, and a ring which he ufual- 
ly wore } which Arfanuis knowing, he cntriifted her with 
a cohfiderable fum, and feveral diamonds, together with 
a little golden pot wherein was this w'ater before mention¬ 
ed. • This rndfenger returning in lefs than forty days 
timev found the prince dead in the grptto where he with¬ 
drew, with a paper in his hand, wherein he entreated the 
firft which chance (hould bring thither, to bury/ uis body 
at the foot of a fair oak near by ; and alfo entreated the 
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»’/lrich had his ring to carry it to the fophy, and 
^beg pardon foi the ofFcnce he had given him. Birkabeb’s 
wife then difeovered to him all that, had happened, led 
him into the wood, (bowed him the dead prince, the 
letter, the ring, and the precious Hones, aii^ only referv- 
cd to hcrfelf the fecret of the water, which (lie would not 
entruft him with. Having after this refolved to go to 
the fophy, they went together, by whom they were well 
received, and laden with riches. Birkabeb took up his 
abode at Ifpahan, tarrying there four years,' and there 
led a voluptuous and diflioneft life ; whilH his wife, leav¬ 
ing him, ran away with a young Perfian, and made feve- 
ral difiPerent voyages into AHa, under feveral figures, and 
by means of the water which fhc had received of Arfa- 
mus, fhe deceived her hufband, and as many lovers as fhe 
pleafed. 

The unhappy Birkabeb, being by his wife’s lewdnefs 
become again poor, refolved at laH to return to his owa 
country, where he died in his houfe, full of years, and in 
fuch repute for holinefs, that the common report is, he 
wrdlfght divers miracles. He left four fons, of which 1 
knew only Ababar, who is he thou mentioneft in thy 
letter. And this is all I can tell thee of Birkabeb, of 
his fon and grandfon Ababar, whom 1 look upon as a 
very honeft man, and ifi whom I believe thou mayeft put 
confidence; yet with this reflexion, that he which is 
honeft now may ecafe to be fo. Salute thip perfon frorrf 
fhc, and continue to love me. Anfwer my firft letter, if 
thou haft not doue it; and tliis laft alfo, if it be not 4.ot> 
troublefojne to thee. Farewell. 

Parw, xjtb of the zd Mooo, ol the Year 
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XX.—To Ecri BoYNpu, White EunucBi 


J AM ftni alive, and jn health ; my fcsr lias proved vah)f 
and X have efcaped the cardinal’s hands without any dan¬ 
ger ; which will make me hope the fame good fortune 
ihpuld he ever fend for me ag<tin. But thou lhalt not 
know his bufinefs witli me, that being a fecret I am 
obliged to conceal. 

Thou haft, I hope, received the long letter I wrote 
thee, containing feveral particulars of Henry IV.’s life. 
X> fend thee now feveral of hisofayings, which may be 
ttfaned.fentences. Read them with attention, they are 
aa pleafant as profitable for Muftapha’s ufe, who will 
find this great king to have had an invincible courage in 
adverfity, and great clemency and generofity when he 
was in his profperity : He was valour itfelf amongft the 
{uldiers, wife and pleafant amongft fais courtiers, tenible 
utbattle, eafy and free amongft the ladies, full of heat 
when any a£Hon offered itfelf, and courteous and affitble 
to all forts of people. ^ 

Henry died in the fame manner as moll of our^fUli^s, 
that' it to fay, a violent death. He had lived fifty-feven 
years and fome months, and reigned about twenty )*’ears. 
Several of his courtiers named him, like the firft Cefar, 
jBl Womsru Hufiandi becaufe, it was beheved, he neyer 
faw any that he fancied, but he obtained her. He had 
fourteen children, fix by the queen, and the others by 
four of his miftreffes. She who vfas called the Beautiful 


Gabrielle, of the family of Eftree, feemed to have more 
powe^ on his heart than all others; he often carried her 
about with hiin m his ariny, and to the places he befieged 
in peifon. H(4fy was wont to fay, “ It was as diffi¬ 
cult to know lol^ well, to prepare a fcaft|^*nd^Q 

dance at the fame time agreeably, as to draw up an army 
for battle, confifting bf feveral nations.’* 
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And when he was more advanced in years, he faid, 
He loved dancing, for it made him appear yoting ; he 
i^ed play, for it Ihewed he could he angiy ; and ladrcsg 
becaufl', he faid, he believed a man ought to love all th« 
days of his life.” ■ ^ ' 

He was fo impatient at play when he loft, that he 
Teemed to be as mtich concerned at the loiis of an hun* 
dred crowns, as at the taking of a city from him. > * 
He often difguifed himfelf like a peafant to approach 
his miilreftes without being known; and he has often car* 
ried on this humour to th^t degree, as to drive aftes laden 
with fruit, and {bmetimes carry a trufs of hay on bis 
flioulders. ^ 

When he was peaceably fettled in his kingdom, hf^ 
faid to thofc who were his greateft intimates, “ That he 
that grew weary at dithculties, did not defenre tbofe 
things which might be acquired without trouble. 1 faw 
myfelf a king, faid he, without having a kingdom, an 
huiband without a wife, a captain without foldiers, and 
liberal without having any thing to give. I have had, in 
fine, & J^ingdom, children in lawful marriage, my troops 
are numerous, and I c.in difpofe of feveral millions.” * 
This piirice has been wounded feveral times, has re¬ 
ceived three wounds in the wars, and three others on his 
throne in the calms of peace. The a£liona which have 
gained him moft glory have been, the winning of libur 
battles, yvhence he came out conqueror, having very few 
troops, and his enemy having very numerous armies; 
the general peace he gave to Europe ; the reconcfliatioir 
of the Venetians with the Latin church, which badges* 
communicated them; and the great projpdt I ijpake to 
thee about in my foregoing htter. 

. Tbe^pe’a nuncio having one day. aihe^ him hoM^ long 
he had irade war i his anfwer was^** All the days of my 
2 o ? .. . 



*54 


LETVM» WHirrEN BY 


VoL I* 


life ; and my nrtmcs hare tie\er Iiad any other, general 
but myfclf.** He was feen once for forty Iioits togc-^ 
ther on horfeback, and he led at that time an unhappy, 
life, yet he boie up with an invincible courage, which 
made his foldicrs call him the King of Iron. At the 
fame time he held a morfcl of coarfe bread in one hand, 
he would with the other form on the ground the dciigu 
of an entrenchment; and when he would fhow his friends 
the fincll galltiy of his palace, he would at the fame 
time lead them down into bis ilabks to fee his horfes« 
H,e was wont to fay, “ Tltat ji king who would reign 
liappily, muft not do all things which he may.’* He had 
fuch a greatnefs of mind, and was fo. merciful, that he 
pardoned thofe who confpired againflr^iis life. He ihow> 
ed oft to tlioft that were about him, a foldkr that was a 
ilranger, and had wounded him in a battk^ whom he re- 
compe.ikd foi doing his duty, and made him one of his 
guards. 

Though he was not learned, yet he read books of his 

religion, and took a fingidar pleafure in hiftoty, and oon- 

verhng with learned me'ti. Heaiing one inght An- 
__ * 
tials of France, and being almoft half afleep in his bed, 

he bade his reader continue his reading, for he would 

deep no more tltat night. 

Having laid ficge to a moll important in a moil 
cold feafon, he Hipped one night, wrapt up in his cloak, 
to the peaces where the laboaiers were at work, and heard 
a foldier theie enrfing both God and htmfclf; yet, with¬ 
out concerning bimftlf any farther, he whilpered in this 
{bldier’s ear, ** God hears thee,* and the kii^ too, for 
ought thock knoweft y if‘tlmu canil not woik, hold thy 
pcacey and bcgoiw.” The night following, the king ^ 
ftttiiig to wock kimfdfy to excite others, he cai^d this. 
loldier to be caUed unto Jum, and thus fpakf to him. 
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** Help me to remove this earthy and do not Twear^ for 
' now the king hears thee.” 

^ To corrcA the vices, the injuilices, and violences of 
others, he did not ufe lelTons, but gave examples. And 
one day that he heard one of his captains m a rage, for 
that his creditors had feized on all he had, to his horfe and 
fword, he thus fpakc to him, ** 1 that am thy fovereign 
have paid my debts, and fold all that 1 am woith for 
that end; and thou that ait my fubjed uughteft to do 
the fame thing wUhoiit mui muring And then, taking 
him apart, he gave hiin^ome jewels to help him out. 

He often ftiowed the Marftial de Biiou to his* friends, 

« _ 

and thill fpake to them about this captain, This man 
knows how to aft, as well as talk; and 1 have a great 
love for him.” Yet he fomc time after caufed him to be 
put to death, having three times pardoned his difloyalty. 
This captain having continued his plots againft his life, 
and againft the ftate, yet remembering he had loved 
him, he would fpare one part of the fhame of his punl(h« 
meat, and therefore ordci'ed he ihould be executed in pri- 
fonp 

A fcholar, two monks, and a fool, attempted at feve- 
ml times to kill him; and, aa 1 have already told thee, he 
was feveial times wounded, and at laft received a mortal 
ftroke. A woman bad undertaken to poifon him* 
was burnt alive; and this fooliih creature fsid at her 
death, thinking to leSen her crime, ** That havingt 
feen the king was to have'been {tabbed to death by the 
hand of a ruffian, {he would therefiMre procure him a more 
eafy and honoarable death*” , ^ 

Henry extremely loved hunting; and one day l^eisg 
in purfuit of a {tag, and far diftant from bis company, c. 
great^f^eflrum appeared to hiia^with g* black and t{^« 
riUe cddmtenance, with all the equipage of a hunter,,hair" 

' - 6 6 
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iiig a lea(h of dogs* and fald thefe words to him in a dif« 
mal tone, “ Expeft me, and hear me, repent and amend ^ 
thy life; dofl: thou underlland me V* Thou mayeft'ca^ 
ly believe this vifion did not a little diftorb him. Yet he 
was more troubled at wliat a peafant one day told him, 
who fpake to him with great freedom; and his difeourfe 
gave him that difturbance which he could never get rid 
of. This man talked to the prince often with great fa¬ 
miliarity when he found him in the field; and one day 
held this djlfcourfe to him: “ We arc here two men; 
thou art a great king, and I a^oor peafant; yet I am 
perhaps a better man, becaufe I am more innocent: I 
have faid all the good 1 can of thy perfon to my friends, 
being fenlible of thy juftice, tky bounty and liberality i 
But all thefe virtues arc horribly foiled by a grievous 
vice» which God will never forgive thee, dnlefs thou leav- 
ell it off—thou committed, great prince, continual adot- 
tcries.” 

It is certain t,his prince acknbwledged to fome of his 
confidants, that he had that day hrard in particular a 
preacher, who, ivithout any fkill in theology and jrifctoi 
nc» bad more moved him than all the doctors of the Sor- 
bonne put together could do. This Sorbonne is a ced- 
lege m Paris, famous for learned divkies^ 

This prince put a plealant trick on hb confieflbr, who 
often urged him to fbrfsdte hia miftrelTcs, and content 
himfelf with the embtaces of his wife, lie ordered a 
cook, who was wont' to drefs this doctor’s visuals, to 
give him nothing to cat but partridge^ j which fo great¬ 
ly tired him, that he could not forbear complainbg to 
the king himfelf^ that this cook was fo wilful and hu- 
mourfome^ tbilt he would let him have nothing but part- 
adges i io thar he grew weary with that kind ^food, 
u ttiado him fick at the thoughts of it: The prmce on*- 
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ly anfwcred him, “ Always the queea, always part- 
* ridges.” 

He loved learned men, and was a great patron of them ; 
y5 he faid that neceffity obliged him to follow arms, 
but had he been left to his own inclination, he would 
have chofen to have been a fcholar. 

He had no great efteem for phyficians ; as Jjclicving 
thefe kind of people wifh ill to men ; being of Xihcrius^s 
mind, who thought that a man of thirty years of age 
needed them not. ^ 

But on the contrary, he mod eftcemed hiitorians, and 
gave penfions to fevcral of them in Germany, Italy, and 
other places; faying oft, that if any one could find the 
books of Titus Livy wjiich are wanting, and thofe of 
Tacitus, that he would willingly bellow on him the fame 
gift of three ckks* which Xerxes made to a Greek cap- 
tBio { the one for bread, tlie fecoiid for wine, arid the 
third for clothing; and therefore there are above fifty 
authors wh? have written his hlilory. He envied Au- 
gufius, by reafoo of,the happinefs of having fo many 
iearn^ men in his reign ; and that he more eftcemed 
Mzeenas, living a peaceable citizen at Rome, than Alexr 
ander triuipphing over all Alia j and that Maecenas’s pa» 
tronizing and recompenfing illuftrious men that excelled 
ia Rome in all arts, had rendered his name immortal, to¬ 
gether with tliat ofdus fpverei^nr, ... 

He bewailed the greet painf^ be had taken to obtaiV 
the command of others j and,,for, his having learned no¬ 
thing himfelf; affirming, it had been better for Jaim to 
hate learned to command himielf. He .was alfo won^ 
to fiy, Tiiat a wife prince ought never to refufe a 
peace, unlefs it be found more pr^dictal than war.”. 

,, Be^g pne day coftverfing witjh Spamffi ^tmbaffadpr, 
he beto yery, fiift j pQWvlug the aftpidffio 
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mcnt of this xninifter, « You fee (fays he) that I can 
ilill mount on horfeback, and march on foot too, if it’ 
be neceffary j and that the gout has not deprived me of 
the ufc of my legs.” His valour was fo admirable, 
that a grandee of Spain being at a ceremony, w^herein 
the fword of this prince was carried naked before him, 
he ftopt.openly him that carried it, andjkiifed it, faying, 
he did this honour to the fword of the fail and chiefed 
captain of the world. 

A chem^ one day prefented him with a receipt to 
change lead into gold; to whon^he anfwered, in making 
4 large empty coffer to be brought to him, ** When thou 
hall filled this coffer with the metal thou talked of, come 
to me, and I will give thee as much lead as thou wilt 
have.” 

Being at Fountainbleau, a place famous fince feveral 
ages, and doling all the buildings there to a foreign 
prince, who told him, when he had fhowed him-the chat- 
pel, <* That he had lodged God in too narrow a com- 
pafshe anfwered, ** That Cjk>d was better lodged in 
the heart, than in great edifices of done.** ^ - 

When he drew the defigns againd the mdfulmans) 
which I mentioned in 1117 other letter, he did an adion 
of goncrofity very beneficial to the Moors who were 
driven out of Spain^ permitting above fifty thoufand 
men, who had pad the Pyrenees, to embark themfelves 
in the ports of Provence nnd Languedoc, to retire into 
Afric. 1 cannot calf to mind^that time without bewail^ 
ing the lofs of a million of perfonsi who perifhed by di» 
vers accidents and miferies. 

After a battle, ’wherein Henry ran a ‘great hazard, he 
faid, ** He had often'fiought for but*at this time 

he fought for hk life.” - jr' .. 

He had nfed more bbott than 0mee: and he l&uiited 

^ \ 
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he had been Icfs time in bed, than the Duke of Maycnne 
had been at table ; this latter commanding then the ar^* 
my / if the league. 

This king dciired to be thought a real, father to his 
fubjedls; he therefore applied himfelf in (earching the 
means of rcdrciling the infamous abufes of the bar; but 
he advanced not much in the buHnefs, whatever care he 
ufed ; it being impoilible for him to bridle the covetouf* 
nefs of the lawyers, and to hinder the length of fuits, or 
corredl the injuftice of judges, to leave nothing to be 
done by his fuccelTors. He feemed to be much troubled 
many times, when he ipake of thefe kind of things, in 
that there were in Paris more courts and lawyers than in 
all the vail empire of the Turks ; his defign being, after 
the example 'of the mulTuhnans, to make all fuits, which 
were cverbfting by the knavery of the lawyers, to be de¬ 
cided in three days; and he therefore deligned alfo to 
burn the books of all thofe who had written infinite 
commentaries on tliis fubjcdl, which ferved only to niiji 
the people, and caufed oftentimes amongft relations, 
frleni^s, and neighbours, fuch broils, as may be fald to do 
more mifehief than a civil war* He affirmed, that in 
imitating herein the Turks, he ffiould ufe his fub}e£ls as > 
his real children, and hinder them from devouring, one 
another; that he woa]4 caufc fharp nails and razors to 
he falleiied to the feats where the judges fat, that thofe 
who fufiered themfelves to be corrupted might, fit thereA 
on : And indeed in this particular I cannot btit wander 
at the Chridian^ blii^dnefs* 

We fee oftentimes decided im one on)y campaign, the 
differences of tw'o great llatcs:; but a fuit, in law for'twen- 
ty fequins (hall often lafi a iqanb whole life, and< perhaps 
eidailed on his heirs. 

But^ear a remarkable example of the of this 
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fovereign. There were who would have perfudded him 
to liavc apprehended tlic Duke of Savoy, who came to 
Paris to terriinate fome differences he had with 

' * 

He anfwci'ed, thofc that advifed him with this ; “ That 
Francis the Firft, one of his prcdeccffors, had taught 
him, a prince was more obliged to do what he had pro- 
mifed, than to obtain v/hat he defired ; that it was in his 
power to have apprehended a prince far more confider* 
able, but would not do it, fuffering the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth tq pafs out of his kingdom, who had come 
therein on his word. After this padded he) lliall Henry* 
give fuch an example to princes ? If Duke of Sa¬ 
voy has often broke his word with me, it dots not there¬ 
fore follow I muH imitate him : Cnmes can never be au- 
thorifed by examples.** The fame Duke o/ Savoy having 
afked him what revenue he drew from his kingdom, he 
anfwered him in thefe terms, ** 1 draw as much as 1 will,, 
becaufe I make myfelf beloved; whence it is that my 
fubjcfls count all uur eftates are common.” 

He anfwered very pleafantly to a princess envoy, who 
came with a compliment of condolence for the death of 
his Ton, who had been dead near a yev, ** That he was 
no longer grieved at that lofs, feeing God had given him 
two more fince." 

A captain of great reputation having faid, that the 
king’s liberalities, though feveral times reiterated, could 
not oblige him to love him; Henry fent hkn word, 
** He would heap £0 many favours on him that he would 
force him at laft.” 

He often ufed this proverb, " More flies are taken 
with a' drop of honey, than a ton of vinegar.** 

A monk entertaining him one day about militairy af- 
ftirs, ** Open your breviary, fath^ (faid he}, ant^^ow.. 
me where you learned thefe fine leflbns.” 
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One day a tailor prefenting him with a book of pcdi- ^ 
tlc 9 ) 1)^ faid to the chancellor, who was there prefent^ 
MiMf^eur Chancellor, cut me out a fuit of clothes; here's 
a tailor who underllands your trade, and tells me how I 
ihall govern my kingdom.** 

One day, when the pope's nuncio was at a great feaR., 
where there were between twenty and thirty ladies of 
great beauty, he told this prelate, “ He had been in fe- 
veral battles, but never found himfelf in fo great danger 
before.*’ * 

Nothing feems more «greeabl« than the anfwer he 
made to the of the merchants of Paris, who was 

urgent with him to /:onfent to an impoft, which was ^ 
be laid on' the fountains of the town, to furnifh the ex* 
pence of forty deputies of the Switzers, who came into 
France to renew their ancient alliance with this king¬ 
dom ; and his anfwer was, ** That this magiilrate (hould 
find fonie other expedient than to change water intA 
wine I which was a miracle that never any body wrought 
but Jefui ChVifl: ;*^ who is, as thou knoweft, the Chriftiana 
favibur‘'^j|> and) for thy fai^^r infiru^rion, it is necclfary 
for thee to know, the 'Switzers love wine ^bove all things 
in thd World, ^aiid'that not without rcafbn. 

This prince went to the wars at the age of fifteen, and 
at fevehteen killed^ an enemy, and in the year following 
he faved the life of one of his captains, and had hk horfe 
killed under him. He was in five battles, and in more 
than an hundred combats, and at the fiege of above two 
hundred places. He fuftaimed feven difiei;ent wars, in 

1 ’' V ' I h ' 

which his enemies acknowledged, that he had fifty>fivc ar* 

* > » g S' ' N ' ’ * 

Hues upon him at ^everal times, and in d^erent places, 
aftd always obtained fome confiderable advantage. 

‘ *Thoi^ that have given him .the ferm of Great, have 
given hij|i his true name. He was highly efteemed by 
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all nations 5 and thou knoweft very well, that our ful- 
taus, though the mightieil monarchs in the univerfoi have 
admired this great prince’s fortune and valour. V- - , 

Above fifty hlftorians have written his life j above five 
hundred poets have publilhed his praifes. 

I will leave thee at prefent the liberty of comparing 
this king with thofe whom thou wilt choofe from amoiigfi 
the heroes. 

If Mahomet XI. has not done more than liim, he may 
be compared to him in warlike ad^ions, with this dif¬ 
ference, that King Henry conquered the Gauls who 
were of his patrimony, and Mahomet conquered twelve 
kingdoms and an empire, becaufe hf was perfuaded that 
all the earth belonged to him. Henry fubdued the city 
of Paris, and Mahomet made himfelf mailer of Conilan* 
tinople. 

The King of France left an infinite number of marks 
behind him of his grandeur, on marble, and in the writ¬ 
ings of famous authors, and Mahomet left only on his 
tomb, thofe which Ihowed what he had defigned to exe¬ 
cute, but never could do it, which was, to take <11110(163, 
and fubdue proud Italy. 

We mull alfo acknowledge, there was never found in 
any Mahometan prince, the admirable clemency of Hen¬ 
ry, ihowing himfelf herein greater than in vanquiihing 
bis enemies; contrary to Maliomet, who ihowed only 
great kindnefs to an ox, whom he caufed to be carefully 
fed, bccaufe he would never forfake the tomb of hia 
mailer, whom that prince had killed, abiding always by 
it, and expreffing his iorrow by horrible bcllowings. 
On all other occafions he was very criiel $ far from the 
humour of this French king, who heaped benefits 
thofe who drew blood of him. Mahomet, bV* a bSfr- 
barous cruelty, caufed the bellies of twenty offhis inno- 
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to be ript open, to difcover him that had 
!on in his garden. 

as a great lovtr of ladies, and an extreme ad¬ 
mirer* of that fex ; and Mahomet, jealous of the too 
great beauty of his mittrefs, cut off her heatThirnfelf in 
a full divan. And farther, if Mahomet gave in the eaft, 
a great example of juRice, in putting his own fon to 
death, for dcflouriiig the daughter of the BaRliAchmct 
in a bath ; Henry gave a greater in his own perfon, in 
repairing at the head of his army, the outrage oRered to 
a young giri, from whoiR he could not fear any vexa¬ 
tious confequences. 

Be furc, however, to be filent in thefe judgment^ I 
make, and Ihow tliyfelf difereet, if thou intendcR to 
hold ary correfpondence with me. 

Imitate the bees} gather from fo many flow'ers pre- 
fented thee, what appears to thee the fweeteft and moft 
proper to form Muftapha’s mind, and fupple his fpiiit 
like wax. 

I could relate to thee more things touching this Hen¬ 
ry, there is no ncceflity of writing all; that thou 
mayell have fpace to imagine what fuch a prince might 
have done, who had re*eftabliRicd his fortune by his va¬ 
lour alone. * 

Let me know of thy departure } and wlj^n thou fhalt 
arrive at the place of thy retreat, forget not thy faithful 
friend Mahmut, who wiflits thou raayeft prove an happy 
tutor to the fon of a prince, and a faithful minifter of a. 
wife emperor. 

Palis, i8th of the ad Moon, of the Year 163^, 


cent pages 
eatetya me 
—^enry v 
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BOOK III. 

LETTER I.— To Muslu Reis Effendi^ Ptincisal 
Secntary of the Ottoman £mptre. 

Scarce had 1 Buifhcd^my Utter to Egri Boynou, when 
news came fiom the coaft of Provence» of fo extraordi¬ 
nary and fcandaloiis an CYcnt, that 1 cannot but inform 
thee, who art a wife and experienced perfon, of it; and 
becaufe 1 would have thee fet i^ down in the facred re- 
giftcr-books of the empire of which thoti hai% lEhe cbaige. 

AiTam Bafla, a corfary of Algiers, died at the age of 
forty years; the relation of whofe death was attended 
with fuch horrid circumftances, that even the enemies of 
the Alcoran do deleft them. 

It is iaid, that being fenfible he was near his end, he 
caufed two young Chriftian flaves to be ftrangled, who 
were nobly defeended, and for whofe ranfom great fomt 
of money might have been expeAcd, without alleging 
any reaiba for his ciuelty ; nay, after he had coflfefied 
he had no caufe of complaint againft them, haring ob* 
ferved from certain tokens in their countenances that 
they were of a fweet difpofition and inclined by nature 
to be iiuthfuL When he was laying out, there was 
{bund a kind of fine (carf about him, with thefe words 
embroidered on it in letters of gold ; Aftam Bafik will 
baTe the handfomeft of bis Haves to be buried alive with 
him, being defirous of good company in his voyage into 
the o^her world.^* 

The report of h terrible an adventure, has increafed 
the hatred of the French againft us, and that in fo ex 
ceflive a manner, that I am forced to keep myfel? con¬ 
cealed, left I Ihould by my xeal difeover myfelil being 
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not able to endure the blafphemies of our enemica. 7*here 
is no tfueftion but this cruel monfter is kept by the black 
an^^ in the other world. 

God grant that fo horrid a crime may not corrupt the 
reft of Afric. However, may I be fo free m to counfel 
you ; let the body of this impious wretch AflTam be dug 
up and burnt, and his aflies thrown into the Tea, to drown 
the memory of him. 

Mahmut falutes thee from the town of the univerfe, 
the fulleft of noife; and wifhes thee at Conftantinople, 
or wherever elfe thou art« a long fequel of happy years, 
and after death the enjoyment of the ** blifs of our hun¬ 
dred twenty-ft>ar thoufand prophets.** « 

Pans, i8th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1639. 


II.— tke Invincible YISihtt, Azem, at the Camp under 

Babylon* 

6 EFORE 1 give thee an account, great and magnanimous 
Vificr, of whatever I have done to fatisfy the curiofity 
of Cardinal Richlieu, I am obliged to tell thee how I 
fpend my leifure hours* * 

It is iii^)oflible 1 ftioiild obfervc cxadUy the motions of 
this court, without following it, and holding a corre- , 
fpondence with ^people of all forts, as tradeGsien, fol- 
diers, fcholars, feamen, politicians, and even mulicians. 

The court conMs of all thefe profeilions, and there 
are fome particular perfons who are mafters of all thefe 
fciences, of which number is Cardinal Richlieu. He is 
content with this his knowledge, but feeks ftill for 
farther ISght in the comoiCKcetof aU perfions^of merit whd 
arrive he& ( negleAing nothing which may enrich this 
kingdomVith new difcovevies in arts and fciences, out of 
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love to his country, and delire to render his miniftry more 
famous. 

Thou feed by this, invincible Balfa, that to keep'^^om- 
pany with courtiers, who have fu many different qualities, 
a man mud have fome for his lhare, that he may fay 
fotnething in his turn, and not be always a bare hearer of 
other people’s difcourd^. 

For this purpofe^ the particular dudy to whicl^ I ap* 
plied myfelf whild I was a Have in Sicily, does much 
help me, t)\ough not fulHcicntly. It was books I read 
in this illand, not men. Now, knowing my bullnefs re¬ 
quired much didimulation, an awakene^ mind, and efpe- 
cially pi*udencc, eloquence, and learning, to (peak pro¬ 
perly on occaiions ; great reading, to obtain the know¬ 
ledge of ancient and modern things; a refined policy, 
to difcQver or conceal one’s fclf, and to counterfeit fome- 
llmcs a mighty honed man: Nothing, I fay, appeared 
to me more conducing to thispurpofe, than the turning 
over hidories; and therefore I have earnedly applied my¬ 
felf to this work. > And becaufe few books are not fuf- 
dcient, and a great many breed confuAon, 1' have liappily 
got admif&on into the acquaintance of an ancienf learned 
man, whofe dudy confida of none but choice books, and 
has travelled over mod parts of the woild ; not like A- 
poUonius, to learn the language of birds and beads ; but 
to know the cudoma, laws, virtues, and defcAs of na- 
lions. 1 was fird for informiug myfelf o( all the pro¬ 
digies which God of the Jews liad done in favour of 
that ungrateful people. 1 afterwards inquired into the 
lii^ and dodrine of the Mellias, wliom ^be Chrldians 
worhiip. I alTu .looked into w^at had done con- 

ftderable at Athens and Spaita, Thebes, Rome and Car- 
thage, and .carefully^remarked what divinities wejj^ adojjr . 
ed in thofe fo famous places nnd found that ^e.great 
philofophers and captains, who made fuch a nofife about 
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their religions, had at bottom none at all. Having rua 
over what the Chrillians call the Old and New; Telia* 
the hidoWes of Jofephus, Xenophon, Polybius, 
Tliucydides, Livius and Tacitus, my greateft application 
has been, and ihall be for the future, to read and medi* 
tate on the works of the great Plutarch, specially his 
lives of illudrious Greeks and Romans, related by him 
with fo great cxadlncfs. And thus far have I arrived in 
this Ihort fpace, and here I have Hopped. I have learn* 
cd by the reading of Hutarch, to amufe th^ Cardinal 
Richlieu; to whom I offered myfelf two days ago, and 
iiave put into his'hands the following difeourfe, made af¬ 
ter manner of Chridians, and have iliipped myfelf, 
if a man may fo fpeak, of the manner and ilyle of the 
Turks, as I have done of their habits, the better to dif- 
guife Titus, the faithful Have of the great Amurath. 

** Gnat Cardinal, and mo^ fage Mini/ier of the Qreatef 

of Cbrifllan Kings, 

“ Titus of Moldavia is come to wait on you, accord¬ 
ing to your commands, not to entertain you with the 
riches of Alia, nor in what manner, by the wifdom of 
your counfels, and forces of the king your fovereign, 
you may dtllroy the mighty Tuikilh empire, of whom 
you have no reafon to Complain ; but, to tell you what 
feems mod agreeable to the greatnefs of your genius. 
Know then, fage moderator of the French monarch, 
that 1 Ihall' not 'offer any thing which may make you 
hate me, and repent of believing me,* feeing what I pro- 
pofe is an cafy enterprife, and full of glory. Thy ^ng 
has a fon, who will one *day inherit the greatnefs and au- 
ttj^rity of his latlier ; ybu know not the temper and dif* 
podtioAs which thiii*heir may have, being as yet fo much 
a child,' j^at a nhln' canrifCt gather any thing certain of 
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1^'ft Imfttter. But a prince that baft been To long looked 
fyfi i^qUares extraordinary defigna to be laid for bini) 
a0<! preparations made betimes to raife a pi^e 
tiuil WAf be woithy to enteitam him. I would ptopofe 
to you a palace* X fay* of miraculous architefture* the 
iike was never tei or iOuigtned, and which you may 
with your own boinds rear up in Paris; which mud be 
of a {quare oomeia fhali regard Europe, 

Afnca, andsAmmCa^ and whofe rtchnefs ihall diaw 
aSi'UAtkmstoit. Youwi3!noSr oeeddc^ne, fand, woo!, 
atft^itoO for this work. The which you (hall 

esn^oy ihill hare th<t Itevetj' toE!6l|pifrped, ink, and 
Iplpci;^ ^o aaifs this edifice, »wisich (haiS^ ^ a more !aft- 
^^4aranees^than the pantheon of A|gtippa, and where- 
Oh, at mtltlc temple of 'Stdomon, tpere ihoidd be no 
noifetifliaaseners. < * 


** not, wiie tmnifter, they are ehimiras which 

Titus hiili^vhl> head. Hea^^4h^n the deiign of this 
palace, ^ofe founmitlniils are already laid by 
Hutirdli, with rnimn^ more prCckAis than gold cW ru¬ 
bies. Thou knoweft the happp^s ^ds phdo&pher'had, 
ef renderisag munoftsi the of fi) mefi, 

of whom* perhaps, there migm have ii6'"inenfion, 
had Blutat^ lain Hen now ypad re¬ 
mote {fiMucea of the^nd^' l^av^ imd hai^ 

of trem^ thp. Pctn- 

pey, and Xtttts, Amo<%& thh folb^ifiiea of de¬ 

fart parts ofJUrdbm, and amongfi^he (JfWifeswho dwdl 
at Medina, ane hmnd written In ther 

faifixiTies of Nmna, Alididsl, 0M<v andJIS- 

patninondas. ^hc B||^ia/ds liave reh- 

dered this tM 

thefe barbaihjlSt>b‘^W?>ili^i3^cd^ 
into their ]angd%e$^a^^^ lives bf’^Pl^ks Cnd Bh- 


Ejll^Refhave rdl- 
%rtd*jR^nr th-r 
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mans), they have ordered (if 1 miftake not) thatefefj|^ 
five ) ears new copies be made, to the end they may be 
etei*nidly preferved. 1 have feen myftlf at Conftantia- 
uple above an hundred volumes in jSlken paper, wher6« 
in the works of this famous Greek arc read with venera- 
uoa by the ^reatdft. captains, lawyers, and divines $ and 
thefe works are enriched widi moft curious notes iu A- 
Vabic, in Perfian, and the Tnekilh language, by the 
exprefs orders of the fultans, who make them be pro* 
ferved as illuitnous monuments of the ancient^Greek do* 
quence. You are not ignorant of the efteem which So* 
lyinan the GresyK#>bad of Pompeyt Csefar, Pyrrhos, and 
Alexander; and that he never undertook any military 
enterprife tUl he had confulted thefe great maders iu 
the arl of war ; being wont to lay, He knew not whe- 
iher Alexander or Pyribus had Ihowed more valour in 
engagements, than Plutarch had Ihowed wit and judg¬ 
ment in deferibing them» But in a voyage I made into 
Germany* what did not an old rabbiu teU me, in Ihow- 
ing me the lives of illuflirlous men of this incomparable 
author tranil^ed into Hebrew, which he cairied ever a- 
bout ^Ith him? He allured me, tliat the curioua of his 
religion Ut fuch a value bn them, that there are above 
,teu thouland manu&ript copies difperfed in the fyiia«i 
gogues, both in this 'eUftern and weftern parts. 

•* Men, women, and children, ^aow of what account 
tlua famoiM, 4 uithor is in all our Europe. He noW fpeaks 
all languages; the Eoglilh, the Spaniards, Italians, Ger¬ 
mans, PoUnders, and Hollanders, have naturalized him 
aiAong them. And you ki^ very well. Sir, that lb 
this kingdom of Frauee, the learned, not content uritlr 
** '^ing kirn tranflated jhto their idionw they tarefiilly 
• adorn ^tr libraries with tHl iu k£lt>Km tuitufal 

s 
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tongue, and have collected the Latin, Italian, and Sjm- 
nifli veriioRfi of him. 

“ But it is now fixtccn hundred years fince Plutarch 
keeps filence ; fo many men famous for their knowledge, 
and fo many great captains who have lived fince, are un¬ 
known to the world, becaufe they have met witli no Plu¬ 
tarch to know them. And this is the (lately building 
which I offer you to finifii who are fo great a lover of 
glory ; for God has given 3^011 a mind, with a neceffary 
power, to finlfli what Plutarch has fo profitably begun.— 
Raife up immediately, by your authority, on the precious 
foundation which this incomparable plulofopher has laid, 
the walls and roof of this vaft building. Order lodg¬ 
ings to be made ready for all the heroes who could not 
enter into this firll edifice, I mean thofe illuftrious dead, 
whofe lives have not been carefully collected, and who 
fhould honoiur Europe, Afia, and Africa, where they 
were bom 5 and the new world will yield you where¬ 
with to fill this palace with Atababppa’s and Montezu¬ 
ma's. 

Hcieby wilt thou be the reftorer of thofe ruins 
which time has made ; and in ralfing the ilatucs of fo 
many excellent perfons in civil adminiilrations, in war, 
and in good letters, you will raife up an infinite number 
throughout the world, as the firll emperor of the Ro¬ 
mans did. It is to no purpofe to fay, there are a great 
many authors that have written fince Plutarch the a«Sions 
of feveral great commanders, kings, and g^at minillers, 
whole virtues were eminently confpicuous both in peace 
andavar. I hope I lhall not give juft offence in laying, that 
ftw of thefe writers ha\e obferved Plutarch's excellent 
method; for either they appear obfeure, by reafonj^f. 
their great concifenels, or the faiGls arc ordinarily co»* • 
founded in general hiftpries, or written by int||reftcd or 
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paffionate pens, who difguife^lie truth, and impofe fabu¬ 
lous .relations on the world. For a proof of this, be 
pleafed to examine particular events related in the lives of 
Francis I. king of France, and of theFroperorChailcs V. 
and you will find there aie thofe who-afiure us, that 
Charles died a faint; and that fcarcely was he expired 
when “ flower-de-luces were feen to fpring up in his 
'chamber, which yielded a moft admirable feentwhilft 
others affirm, that this hero died an heretic by the affifl- 
ance of his confeiror,wlio had embraced the Lutheran doc¬ 
trine. And how many rgmances are made of Francis 1. i 
Has it not been faid, that he fought a duel with this em¬ 
peror ; and that this prince, paffing through France, the 
king, by a motive of generofity (beyond any precedent) 
oifered him his kingdom ? That Chatlcs had one day 
fat on Francis throne, and condemned a malefactor, and 
afterwards reprieved him, as a mark of his authority ? 
And has it not been moreover faid, that Francis took 
Charles in a battle ? How many falfe relations have 
been made of Andrew Doria, and Barbarofla, two fa¬ 
mous fea captains, the one a Chriilian, and the other 
a muflulman, and both of them chief admirals of two 
mighty Emperors, Charles V. and Solyman ? Has it 
not been confidently affirmed, that Barbarofla, being in 
the Archipelago, gave a vifit, io the difguife of a monk, 
to Doria ? That in an ifland where this interview was 
made, they had fworn, one on tlie gofpel, the other on 
the Alcoran, to Ixelp one another to conferve their au¬ 
thority, which their Employs gave them, at fea ; and to 
make themfclvcs more neceflary to their fovereigns,*they 
were always to avoid a decifive combat, that they might 
ruin one another ? That they had moreover both 
•figne^thia treaty with their own blood ? Has there not 

been a<!j|ded to this fable, that the Turkifli admiral feat 

*• 
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to Dolia a Moor, who putended to be a fugitive from 
the Ottoman army, and wore two peails of an ineftimablc 
jirice in his ears; and that in exchange Ddria had affured 
Barbaroffa not to intenupt him whenever he pleafed to 
invade any of the coafts of Italy ? 

** It is time, that under thy aufpicious conduct, the lives 
of great perfonages be cleared from thofe falfe relations 
which corrupt them, and be orderly inferted into tire 
books of the moft excellent Plutarch, with fuch a kind 
of title, ' 

“ Here is the reft of the jltives of lUuftrious Men, 

“ from the Emperor Trajan to Lewis the Juft, of thofe 
“ that have excelled in Arms, Learning, Affairs of State, 
** and of thofe who have held the firft Rank in the 
** Church in all Parts of the World ; and thefe Hifto- 
“ ries have been colleifted by a College of the learneJeft 
“ Men in Europe, confifting of Spaniards, Frencli, Ita- 
“ lians, and Germans, under the aufpicious conduit of 

his Eminency Cardinal Richlieu.” 

I would have three perfons of each nation to attend 
this work, and who fhould make their abode in Paris, as 
being the principal city in France. And" I propofe Spa¬ 
niards, Italians, Germans, and French, as the moft polifhed 
nations, and who have furniftied the world with the moft 
able men. Now, every nation having its particular way of 
fpeaking and ading, the e(hfice will be 'the more agree¬ 
able, and each ardiitcd will have greater room to ihow 
his llcilL Thofe who ftiall read thefe works, will find, in 
the foftnefs of the French ftylc, wherewithal to mollify 
the too fevere gravity of the Spanifh eloquence. The 
fincerity of the Germans, ever attended with fome kind 
of drynefs, will appear without rudenefs witli the flowed 
and good fenfe of the Italian writers. And as all thf world' ' 
%vill be intcicfted in this magnificent defign, fofve muft 
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not doubt but the wifeft of all thcfe ftatcs will take care in 
the choice of tlie fubjects which they \viil propoTe. And» 
in fine, if thoii wilt ha\’e the chief men in the world, 
thou needeft* not want the fecret of raifing up Piutavchs. 
Be not \vea*y of giving marks of thy lib'CTality ; for if 
thou wilt have Titus Livy^s, become Maecenas. 

“ It doth not belong to me to fay in what manner it 
is neceflaiy on this occafion to feparate them of feveral 
nations, and to diftribute thefc employs: Thou art equit¬ 
able and prudent, fo that this work being begun, the end 
will have a fuccefs anfwefhble to.its beginning. 1 lhall 
only put thee in mind, that thou wilt not a little contri¬ 
bute to render thy immoitality more glorious, if thod re- 
membereft the Turks, thy fworn enemies, being perfuad- 
ed thou mayeft find amongft the Ottoman emperors, baf- 
fas and vifiers, wherewithal to enrich the new Plutarch. 
Let not the greatnefs of the work dtfcoorage thee ; how- 
great foever it be, thy wit and courage arc above it j and 
thou wilt not w'ant ancient and modern authors to affift 
thee. Suetonius will furnifti thee with the Lives of the 
Caefars, .which may be left entire as they arc. Diogenes 
Laertius gives as good an account of many of the philo- 
fophers. You will receive advantage from the works of 
^milius Probus, Paulus, Jovius. and feveral others, who 
have acquired immortal reputation by the books which 
they have given the public. You will find a draught al| 
ready madte of the liifiory of two hundred and twenty- 
eight emperors, from Julius Cjcfar to Ferdinand III. and 
Ibiahim I. the one emperor of Germany, and the other 
ofTuikey; which thou flialt caufe to be caiefully*exa- 
nlined by the colle to clear up fuch things as are ob- 

* h.U)c, adding what is wanting, and retrenching events of 

* ^ich there is no fufficient proof, and which feem fabu¬ 
lous j in a word, for drawing up particular livet 
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which are to be met with in general hiftorics, which have 
been the method of moil writers of late ages. 

“ I would alfo have Plutarch’s manner followed, of 
' comparing the illuflrious men of one nation with thofe of 
another; where the difcreet writer having weighed the 
reafons which make for the one and the other, pronoun* 
CCS a feiitence which docs both delight and inllru^ the 
reader. 

“ The moft important inftruAion then which Can be 
given, being the fccrct of knowing men perfectly, who 
feek with fo great care to Mde themfdves; the true 
means for this is the choice of matter, that the reader 
may not lofe his time, nor iltidy in vain, but gather the 
fruit which, all men of fenfe fcarch for, which is, to know 
^hat is good, that they may follow it, and evil, to avoid 
it. On this ground you will be eafily perfuaded, there 
is greater pleamre to behold the firmnefs of Scipio, who 
pades with one only galley to find out SIphax, than there 
is in conlidering him when he gives battle to Hannibal 
in the plains of Rama. We arc more edified in feeing 
this young general a conqueror, and yet fo continent, as 
to (end the fined woman in the world, who was his pri- 
foner, to Lucius the Spanifh prince, her iiulband, with¬ 
out touching her, than in the relation of an hundred 
fieges of places, where the effects which the jfbldiers fury 
produces hunger and third, and the cifufion of hurnkn 
blood yields horror indcad of diverfion. In like man- 
ner^ Sir, you will acknowledge, that a prince or cap¬ 
tain will be more indru£led by feeing Francis, who liv¬ 
ed Kke a king, though in prifon at Madrid, who carclTes 
and recoropences learned men all the w'orld over'; and in 
feeing Fabriciusi who refufes and defpifes the prea^cii,' 
honours which are olPered him, with htimenfe ricnes, ai^ * 
who fnatchea away the poifon from the mou^ of the 
greated enemy of the Roman people, than all t^e €om- 
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bats and moll bloody battles fought by Pyrrhus, Charles 
V. and the great Tamerlane. 

“ I have made you this long difcoiirfe as a mark of 
my obedience; and Titus of Moldavia, at the feet of 
your eminency, fupplicates you to qonfi^V* that ^hen 
by your negotiations, counfels and armies which receive 
your orders, you lhall have added new kingdoms to that 
wluch your mailer holds ; when, for the benefit of trade 
and navigation, you lhall have joined all the fcas toge¬ 
ther ; and when, in a word, you lhall raife bridges in Pa¬ 
rts, pyramids with more^palaces than were built by the 
Csefars, and all the kings of Egypt; theft piles will 
not be immortal, but fubjeft to the injuries of ti^me: 
Whereas, on the contrary, if you fend for the twelve ar- 
chite^ls which 1 mentioned, to raife the llately palace 
aforecited, all the world will blefs the name of Armand 
Cardinal de Richlieu, reilorer of the repdblic of learning 
almofi ruined} and who, like another Archimedes, hath 
known by the examples of the virtue of fllullrious men,- 
fnatched away by death out of the world, to combat and 
deftroy the vkes and ignorances of the living.*' 

If thou approvcll not, magnanimous Vifier, what I of¬ 
fered tp the^King of Francc*s minifter, punilh me not for 
a fault W'hich was not'^efigned, having, on the contrllry, 
imagined to do thee a very agreeable piece of fervice.' 1 
thought I could not take a better courfe to conceal th^ 
Have Mahmut, and to divert this cardinal from fome pro- 
jedls, which I am informed he defigns againft the Turk- 
ifli empire. Should he undertake the great work I f^t 
before him, thou feoil the fultans will have fome fliarc' in 
and he will, I lay again, have by this means, not' to 
-mentiij] any thing cllc^ his bands fo full of bufinefs, that 
1 ^ will ^ot have the Icaft time or ability to moleit us. 

»4 
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I fupjjlicate thee, proilrate at thy feet, to call to mind 
the general diflike of what happened to Athens, when it 
was facked and taken, fuchj)rodigious numbers of books 
being burnt in all arts and fciences, which had been a 
collefting fcveral ages, and preferved with fuch great 
care; and fo much the more, inaimuch as one may be 
affured there is nothing to be feared from thofe that make 
learning their whole bufinefs, who are always averfe to 
war, as iinding their reckoning only in the tranquillity of 
a well eftablilhed peace. 

Thou (halt receive, by the opportunity, whatever 
I can difeover of importance for thee to know, cither 
for the good of the empire, in which thou holdeft fo 
great a rank, or to fatisfy thy curiofity, provided the 
frofts hinder not the pafTage of couriers, as they will af- 
furedly retard the progrefs of the armies, which are con- 
grained to lie ftill during this rigorous feaibn. 

God give tliec an entire viAory over the enemies of 
the mighty Amurath, and make thee the conqueror of 
all nations. 

Paris, a8th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1639. 


Ill,*—TV Lvbano Abufei-Saad, art Egyptian Knight, 

THE king, fome days ago, was prefent at a ball where 
there was a great number ,of perfons of quality of both 
fexes. Cardinal Richlieii, who never lofes the fight of 
this prince, was there alfo. It was obferved, that at the 
end of this divertifement, the cardinal w'oiild have gone 
out before every body, but dared not, and indeed could 
not get through the crowd, which made him fcJ imp^ 
tient, as was remarked by even the king Wmfclfir 
who taking him a little a-part, very ferioufly bid |im pafs 
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on, feeing he was mafter. Now, what did this miniHer 
do in this ailouiOiinent, but anfwer nothing ^ And tak* 
iiig a flambeau out of the liand of one of the pages, he 
carried it himfclf before the king, with a countenance 
that fhowed neither defpite nor confufion. Thofc that 
took notice of the name of mailer, whiiHi the king had 
given him, interpreted it in his favour ; and there were 
them who thought, that in abafing himfclf fo low, he 
plainly fhowed the defign he had of niiiing himfclf the 
higher j however, every one thereon fpake what he 
thought moil proper. 

I give thee an accoflnt of this paflage, remembering 
what thou didft in the prefence of thy mafter, throwing 
thyfclf out at a window, to take up a little note which 
Amurath by chance had let fall; which aflion of thine, 
being known in this country, this aiSlion of the cardinal 
was Lompared with it; yet with tliis difference, that the 
cardinal, without lifing from the ground, has made a 
greater leap than thou. God preferve thee from falling 
into a precipice, if thou beeft fool enough to leap a fe- 
coud time., 

Paris' 28th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 163J. 


IV.—TV Mehemet, Page-Eunuch. 

Thou haft recovered from a great ficknefs, and I c»- 
pe£l one. 1 have had for fome days a faintnefs, which 
does extremely deprefs me ; but by the grace of God, I 
need not yetj,the phyfician. The letter which 1 received, 
from thee this moon, has given me fome eafe in toy in- 
dlfpoiition, which is no new thing with me, being necef- 
to live fo far from my friends, country, yea, and 
religion too. And though it may feem dif^ult to be a.^ 
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faints in paiilltig one’s days in a profane place, yet thinkr 
not my piety grows lukewatm, or my friendihip 'dimi- 
nifhed $ feeing I have made a mofqtie of my heart,'where 
friends are ever prefent. Be then perfuaded, it is iinpof* 
iible for Mahmiit to become unfaithful, and lofi^ the af> 
fefiion he has for his friends ; for he hever ceafes'to lot* 
where he has once begun. It is true, indeed, that 1 call 
myfelf Titus at prefent, and am clothed in an odd fort 
of drefs; yet this is no hinderance of my affcj^ion to 
my religion, my country, and my friends. 

The ancient Greeks have written a gr^'at deal abour 
friendihip, and the duties of a friend : But there remains 
ftlU behind more than what they have faid, as there re¬ 
mains more to do than they have done. The word, 
friend,' is a common name, and appropriated by moil 
people; but where wilt thou find a man that gives proofs 
of a tl-ue atid unfeigned friendfhip ? I think 1 am no hy¬ 
pocrite ; be thou as true to me at Conftantiiioplc, and in¬ 
form me what palTes in the feraglio, and hovr it goes 
with our friends and relations in all parts* 

I Ihall give thee no account of the tranfat^ions of the 
infidels, amongft whom I live, being tired with writing 
them to the Grand Vifier and the Kaimacham. Imitate 
me not herein, for thou aboundeit with leifuire ; let me 
then hear from thee every moon. 

1 have had feveral' fits of laughter, at the pleafiint 
adventure of the chambermaid to the old flave, with the 
eunueh Mclech Aubi. Bleilings on the heart of Maho¬ 
met : I believe the holy Prophet will laugh htmfelf in his 
paradife, when the angel his meflenger, who lirings him 
news‘from this world, (hall give him an account of what 
thefe two perfons have ridiculoufly done in honour of him. 
Could there ever he a grater fim^llloity, than tjr' 
ev^ night a^ verfiele of the Alcoran, written on^ piece 



Book III. ' . AWTATFAHtt. 


•f China fatin ? Whence did this eunuch, thy comrade, 
learn this ftrange fuperftition ; and by what fpirit did he 
authorife that of this Have, in taking the pains to write 
thefe verficles with his own hand ? And when could they 
imagine both of them they ihould make an end of this 
feaft, feeing the whole Alcoran, could notHe eaten in lefa 
than fix thouTand forty-three days, the book containing 
fo many verficles ? Pray let me know what is done to 
them. I'hey deferve not, m.my poor judgment, an over- 
rigorous punifiimcnt, their crime being only a ridiculous 
devotion. The great and venerable mufti will foon de¬ 
cide the bufmefsj yet ?would fain kiiow the manner. 

I fiioh uow impair to thee an account of a vifit which 
I [gave a folitary in my travels into Germany, who fpent 
his days far from the commerce of the world, in a little 
Herroi^ogc^ about fifteen miles diftance from Vienna. 
Tj^s, who is now, very old, has puffed forty years 
of hifl life in great auftcrity, dping every thing our fa¬ 
mous $anton8 are cqlc^rated for; and thou flialt know 
what moved him this fcverc penance, and to retire 
after this nianner. It is laid, that in his youth, having 
been Uireatened for fpme ^jfde meaner with imprifon- 
ment, he hid himfelf in the boufe of a faithful friend, 
lying in a barrel covered over with ilraw, where was 
brought him privately his diet. WhUft he thus lay con- 
ce^l^d ip the veffel, a certain perfon went up into the 
garret, his priCon, with his hod’s filler; when thefe twp 
perfons .thinking themfelves alone, came to fuch famih- 
^Ities as much fcandalized this new Diogenes, who faw 
all that palTe^ through the crevices of his tub; and be¬ 
ing not able to contain his refentments, he thus pafiion- 
ately brake out, ** God fees you, you wretches, and man 

In a word, his indignation was fo great, that the 
'"faib or^arrel was^overthroiyn; with the noife of whicb»7 
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and his fcrambling up, the two lovers were fo affrighted, 
that the gallant for hafte broke his neck down ilairs, and 
the nymph lay dead in a fwoon on the plac^« This 
ftrange furprife to aUy efpcciatly the fight of fo filthy 
and tragical a fpeffacle, fo afFefted this young man, as 
made him retire from the world into' the folitude where 
he now remains. He lives only on bread and water; 
and the averfion which he has conceived on this occafion 
to women is fo great, that there is none dares appear 
before him. There were two who had the curiofity of 
feeing this hermit, in men’s clothes, but they foon re¬ 
pented of their vilit; for this folitary, full of rage and 
indignation, thus welcomed them, “ Gtt you gone, you 
demons, fallen from heaven for man’s defiru^lion ; I 
know very well what you are, 'and cannot behold you 
without horror.*’ He makes excellent exhortations to 
young men who vifit him ; and having fiiowed them the 
care they ought to take to live with purity, and rule 
their paffions, to which corrupt nature renders them fub* 
je^, be alfo exhorts them to hold a glafs before their 
faces, when feized wkh anger, or when carried forth to 
the commiflion of any brutifti or unfeendy a£lion. 

My letter is longer than I intended; receive, as a mark 
of friendihip, the long time I have enteitained my- 
felf with thee, when I thought at firfl to fpeak all in 
two words. Give thi^ letter, direAed to thee, into Zc- 
lim’s own hands; it contains things which concern his 
life. As to what remains, love ever thy falthliil Mah* 
mut, whilft I fiiall pray the fovereign of the greateft 
monarchs, as well as other men, that he would, after this 
life, give us eternal felicity, and the grace to appear in¬ 
nocent before his dreadful tribunal, at which all men 

fhall be judged. 

Farit, atith of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1^39. 
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V .—Tv Zelim of Rhodes, Captain of a Galley* 
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MfiHE.MET, page of the feraglio, will deliver, or caufc 
to be delivered to thee, this letter, which is written to 
thee by Mahmut, Have and faithful niiniiier of the great 
Sultan, the in^ndble and happy Amurath, wik> com- 
mands me to ferve him in thefc parts. There is no ne- 
ceffity of my feuding thee the pi£lure of a man who feta 
forth from Leghorn for Conftantinople with a dcfign to 
kill thee. Thou mayeft eafily know him, feeing he haa 
been fix years a flave in thy galley. Adonai the Jew 
fent me this advice from Genoa, fo important for thy 
life; adding, he fet out with his brother, being refolved 
to perifh, or be revenged of a great injury thou hafl. 
done him. 

He has filled Italy with difeonrfes of thy cruelties. 
He affirms, that having tried all ways to make him a 
Turk, feeing neither prefents nor promifes could per- 
fuade him, thou haft made him fuffer the moft cruel tor¬ 
ments a man can undergo; and that being laid faft a* 
fleep, by a potion which thou caufedft him to take, thou 
haft ri^ade him be caftrated. The weapons he bears to 
rid himfelf of thee will ftrike thee without ^oife, fo 
that thuu needeft be much on thy guard. He hides that 
which is to do thy bufinefs in a little prayer-book. Re¬ 
venge, which does ufually make men induftrious, has put 
him upon concealing in this manual, a little poifoied 
fteel dart, which is enclofed witli fuch great art in the 
leather that covers it, that it is fliot thence as from a 
bow, and ftrl^es with fuch violence and fwiftnefs, that 
the ftroke cannot be avoided, nor fcarcely felt by bftn that 
receives it, it caufing not one drop of blood to follow, 
%)iVvoand to be fecn; fo delicately tempered is the mortal 
weapqs, that the man does unavoidably die whom it hits. 
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I do not doubt but tliis revengeful fpirit will cunning¬ 
ly conceal himfelf, fo that it will be hard to difeover 
him. But having had this advice, it belongs to thee to 
take care of th-yfelf; and in the mean time, correct this 
cruel and A.vere temper of thine* Thou comtnandeil: a 
galley manned with flaves, who live at thy cliarge ; thou 
reckuneit amongft, thy riches three hundted Chrillians, 
who drefs thy gardens, and Derve thee at fea ; and thou 
haft never remembered, they are men which may fave or 
take away thy life ; and that ranging the feas as thou 
doft, it is poilible thou mayeft meet with the fame for- 
tune, and be made a Have thyldfif Thou haft never con- 
ftdered, that death is mure fupportable than llavery ; and 
that thofe that defpife their own lives, are mailers of 
tliine. God preferve thee, and Idcliuc thine heart to ufe 
gently thy Haves, who are fo ufeful to thee* Follow my, 
advice ; thou haft thiee hundred enemies in thy houfe, 
do what in thee lies to gain their love. XiCam this of a 
famous Roman, who made his Haves, born in his houfe> 
to be nurfed with the fame milk his children were. If 
thou art not for fuch an indulgence, at leaft ceafe to be 
cruel, otherwife thou wilt be more a Have than thofe 
tliat ferve thee. If thou wilt not fpare thefe people in 
love to them, pity their condition, and fpare them jn love 
to -thyCelf; whereby thou wih live in fo great tranquillity 
as cannot be imagined. The holy Prophet guard thee 
from the danger threatened thee, and deftroy this 
Chriftian who would .aiTalGnate thee. 

Farii, aSth of the 3d Mooa, of the Y«ar 
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fuFRE are various difcourfes here of the Grand Seig* 
nior’s wailike prepafations; and it is common for people to 
confound here, the ancient Babylon with Sufa and Bag¬ 
dad ; but this is no great matter. It is certain all the 
infidels wlflies are in thy favour ; for they defire to fee 
thee conqueror, not only of Babylon, but all the eaU ; 
that Amurath may be the longer in his return to Greece, 
and choofe a place far diflant from the feat of his em- 
pVe. It is difeourfed in this court, as if the invincible 
fultan carries along with him‘to tliis war, four hundred 
thoufand foot, an hundred and fifty thoufund horfe, and 
two hundred bafTa’s; and moreover, twelve princes tn> 
butary to the Porte. It is alfo faid Bagdad is a place 
not to be won by force ; that a river, the fwifteil in the 
world, runs through the midft of it; and that the place 
has an hundred gates of brafs, and its walls, which are 
very high, be defended by three hundred pieces of can¬ 
non } that the Perfian forces are great enough to tire out 
the Otftoman army, and that the example of Cha Ab¬ 
bas, father to the Sophy who now reigns over the Per- 
fiane, will increafe their valour and obflinacy, to (ufFer 
the greateft extremities, rather than to think of a fur* 
render. The rafh refolution of this King Abbas, in the 
lafl ficge of this great city, is fo cried^ up and magnified 
here, that fcarce is there any room left for tjic pralfes of 
Amurath. This prince's pafHng and repafling more than 
once in a bark, in the fight of two hundred thoufand 
Turks, to advertife, in perfon, the befieged of the con- 
^ dition of affairs, and to give them a frefh courage, afruri- 
ifllr <ihem, they fhould be foon fuccoured, and having at 
the fame time about him wherewith to hinder him from 
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falling alive or dead into the hands of h!s enemies, was 
«n aition which thejr think is above all eulogiums, and 
appears to thcai greater than floiy could ever paralK l. 
It is faid, that tliis king carried in his bark two gnat 
ilones faftened to one and the fame cord, to put them ort 
his neck to fink himfelf into the river, which was of an 
unfathomable depth, in cafe he was difeovered. To which 
they add, that Amurath, who can never have liis fill of 
blood, will recompenfe thy ferviecs in the fame inanucr 
he did thy predeceflbrh. 

Thcfe infidels hold, moreover, other difeourfes wliicK 
are very impertinent, confotniding fuch tilings as are .true 
with falfe j as they do the jullice and libcraliiy of the 
generous and ever invincible fultan, with the crutlty and 
avarice wherewith they iep’*oach him. It is fald like- 
w’lfe, that the fequiiis which he diftributed the day where¬ 
on he was proclaimed emperor,, were not by one half 
of the value which w'as fet upon them ; Tliat he cauftd 
Mehemet, Baffa of Cairo, to be ftrangled, for no other 
reafon, but to become mailer of his wealth. It is far- 
ther^added, that this prince having had advice that a 
galley was taken, having feventy-five confiderablc^officeis 
belonging to the Porte on board, whilft he was diverting 
himfelf in a pleafure-houfe, at the entrance into Afia, he 
laid,' by way of jefi, “ Lwt*s drink the health of thefc 
flout blades.*’ It is, moreover, faid, that having given 
his word, and promifed a fecure pafljge to the brave 
Facardine, an Arabian prince, he caufed him to be* 
dabbed in a thoufand places in his fight. But what do not 
they fay of his dedroying the mufti, and Cyril the Greek 
patriarch ? In fine, thej fet forth Amurath as a faerfle- 
gious wretch^ that defpifes his own religion, an heretic, 
and enemy to our holy Prophet. They relate the 
cuhtrs of Cyrd’s deaU}>„ which makes me doubt there be 
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traitors at the Porte, who advcrtife the inhdcls of the 
moft; fecrct matters which pafs there. Some fay his elo¬ 
quence rendered him fufpefted to Amurath ; and that he 
faid thefe words, when he was led to the Caftle of Se¬ 
ven Towers, “ Could I fpeak but once to cmr great em¬ 
peror, he would be forced to love me, or repent*.’* And 
it is faid, that having voyaged into England, he had 
learned magic there. Many people believed, he would 
introduce novelties in religion ; and, for this end, held 
ftrift correfpondences with the Latinized monks j and it 
is known here, that, wf^en his fentence w'as pronounced, 
he faid, “ He would rife again to torment the emperor, 
and perplex his affairs.*’ The French having blamed 
what I now mentioned, do extremely praife the modera¬ 
tion of Amurath, when he took the Perfian fpy, who 
did into his camp in Tuiitifh habit, and crowded amongft 
the true faithful; for he carefTed him, and fent him back 
^Ith rich prefents. They alfo admire the patience of this 
prince, in only condemning to the galleys the thirty In¬ 
dian pilgrims, who occafioned h!s fall from his horfe in 
the capital city of his kingdom ; for the horfe was af¬ 
frighted at the apparel of thefe men, and the ftrangc fi¬ 
gure they made, when they threw themfclves on the 
ground to beg money of him ; but they at tlie fame, time 
charge this emperor with brutifhnefs, for killing with his 
own hand immediately the horfe that threw him down. 

The difeourfes of this nature, however injurious thoy 
are, be not of great importance. But, if I be not mif- 
taken, there is fomething carrying on againft us with the 
republic of Venice. J obferve its ainbaflador, fince the 
lofs we have had of fifteen galleys at Valentia, has fre- 
cment and fecret conferences nnth the King and Cardinal 
de ’Mchlieu. As it is not doubted but that the Ottoman 
empire will be revenged for Co deep afi injury, fo it ij alfc 
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judged that the Venetians will ufe their utmoft endea* 
vours to unite into a confederacy the Chriftian princes; 
and it is to be feared, left they take the time when the 
emperor is employed in the ftege of Babylon to form 
fome enterprife, or put themfelves into a condition where¬ 
in they cannot be attacked. 1 ihall carefully obferve all 
the motions of the Venetian ambaflador; and, if need 
requires, difpatch an exprefs mefienger to the Kaima- 
cham. I adore thy grandeur^ buried in the dull of tliy 
feet. 

Fauris, toth of the 4th Moon, of the^ Year 1639. 


■r—' ~ ■ . - I 

. VIL—To /ante. 
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I' HB courier not parting till the morrow, I make ufe of 
this ftiort time to write again to thee. Brilac, as I have 
already given advice, was taken by the forces of France 
and Swedeland; and the Duke of Weymar, who com¬ 
mands the army, brags, that being become mafter of this 
place, which has always been belieged in vain, he (hall 
take feveral others, there being none which henceforward 
can reiift him. 

The Marcfchal de Bannier, one of the generals of the 
Swediih armies, wearied out the Imperialiib in Pomcrai- 
nia with continual alatms. He took Grata, a confider- 
able place, and has beaten Galas, one of the Emperor of 
Germany’s generals: but Fortune having changed her, 
countenance, has favoured the emperor againft the troops 
of the Palatine, who is taken prifoner, with Prince Ru¬ 
pert Ins brother, having been like to be drowned in the 
river of Wezer, whereinto he was drawn in his coach by, 
his horfes, who took fright at the noife of the caqjiS/u • 
4 ind thefc unfortunate princes have loft on this occafion* 
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with their hberty, whatever was moil precious to them. 
The Swedes have, in the mean time, increafed their 
ilrength by the conjundion of new troops ; They make 
frequent incurfions on the Imperialifts ; and it is thought ^ 
this war will laft a coniiderable time, by the jj^reat prepa* 
rations which are made on all hands, and efpecially by 
the French, to whom it feems important that it fliould 
not end fpeedily. 

There is news from Italy, that a difcovcry has been 
*made in Piedmont of new cabals of the princes of the 
Houfe of Savoy, who jefigned to put by the dutchefs 
from her regency, and make themfelves maders of the 
government during the minority of the young duke. 
There is a cardinal of this name, an ambitious man, a 
*great lover of war, and given to liberality. He would 
fain have the chief fhare in the government, and be mailer 
of his nephew’s fortune. This cardinal lay concealed in 
the ilate of Genoa, being clothed in an habit little be¬ 
coming his charafler, and whence he fent his orders for 
the execution of whatever he had coneei ted with his par- 
tizans j but the confpiracy got wind, and proved a-bloody 
tragedy to his accomplices. It i-t fald, tliat this prince 
having twice difguifed himfelf in the habit of a peafant, 
had entered with a bag of fruit on his back into one of 
the moft coniiderable towns in Piedmont, to give by his 
prefence more heat to his party; and that, with a great¬ 
er buldiiefs, he had entered into Turin in the habit of a 
eapuchin, with a long thick beard, and abode there two 
days; not with deiigu of ridding himfelf of the prince, 
or his mother, but to become mailer both of the one and 
the other, to govern the date alone. But the conlpiracy 
IJ^ving been difeovered, and the accomplices feized, four- 
fcore* of them were put to death by the common hang¬ 
man f and he cfcaped by a new ftratagem. A fecretary 
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of ftatc of Savoy ia to be reckoned amongft this number. 
Another cardinal, who commands the army of France, 
fent to the alSftance of the Duke and Dutchefs, had alfo 
put to deatli the governor of Cazal, accufed of treafon, 
though he was not fully convicted of it. 

It is written from Rome, that two ambafladors from 
the King of Hungary, who is lately defied Emperor of 
Get many, had made a magniticent entrance into that 
great city, clad after the Hungarian manner with veils, 
called here a la he^larrfque ; that they had above an hun«* 
dred horfe, whofe harnefa were ^f gold and their Ihoca 
of filver; and it was efpecially obferved, that all the fo¬ 
reign miniflers in that court had fent their retmue to ac¬ 
company them in their entrance, that it might appear 
more magnificent; and that thefc two ambafladora of the* 
new emperor being arrived in the preience of the InBdela 
Mufti, whom they call the Pope, they told him their 
prince would continue to render him the pbedience which, 
his Father Ferdinand, now deceafed» paid him; and diat 
he recommended to his hoUnefs lus perfoo» his houfe# and 
his date, as a new emperor, ele^ed by the fuifrages of 
the Princes Eledors of the Empire. 

Obfei've, magnanimous vifier 1 tlie authority of this 
mufti. Thofe who are fo audacious as to refdk the muf' 
fulmans, will yet abafe tbemfelves at bis feet, which they 
really kifs before they open their mouths to fpcak to him. 
The greateft Chriftian princes arc wont to choofe fiom 
amongft the moft conuderablc perfons of their date* the 
ambaffadors winch they fend with great expence to pay 
their homage to this fupreme head of their church. 
Moreover, thefe ambalTadors of the new Cxiar have af- 
fured the pope» as from him, that he will never ccafe to 
make w'ar with the enemies of the Chrlftian faith ^^and 
it is faid they received this anfwer ; 



Bo0k In. 


A SFir AT PARIS. 


i8c 

« That he ever refpefted the Kinjj of Hungary, tlic 
late defied emperor, as his fon, to whom he vroulJ ne¬ 
ver be wanting in counfd, and all other neceflary afiift- 
nnccs i and exhorted him to employ his viflorious arms 
againfl: the enemies of the crofs ; and that, on his fide, 
he would employ the faccours of his prayers, that the 
church ihould open her treafures, by granting indulgen¬ 
ces ; and that he would, befide this, give fopplies of 
men and money.’* 

People, who are idle, amufe themfclves with difeourfea 
on future events; and tl'ofe that confult the ftars to pe¬ 
netrate into what is to come, have made a marriage be¬ 
tween the dauphin of France, a prince born fome months 
hnee, and the Infanta of Spain, lately come into the 
world. It i& true, that at the moment this princefs faw 
the light, *thf King of Spain, and the grandees of the 
kingdom, tried who fhould outdo one another in read¬ 
ings, to folemni2;e this birth : And the like was done in 
France for that of the dauphin, both being accompanied 
with extraordinary magnificence, and prodigious liberali¬ 
ties. 

The Catholic King has given the quahty of grandee 
to the Duke of Modeua, who was godfather to the 
Infanta, and has declared him generalilBmo of the foui 
feas, with a pendon of tvKaity thoufand fequins of gold. 
He has, moreover, made magnificent prefents to the 
dutchefs his wife, efteemed at an hundred thoufand 
crowns; and, befides, made knights of the Order of St. 
James, feveral gentlemen of this prince’s court. 

The Eleflor of Brandenburgh has alfo given feveral 
fplendid entertainments in his houfe and ftate, for the 
marriage coirfummated with the Duke of Saxony’s fon ; 
• and^^ilft I am writing, I am told there is a fon born 
to the King of Hungary, now Emperor of Germany. 
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But whilft thefc rejoicings are in feveral parts of Europe, 
an unforefcen tcmpcft has mined whole countries in Ger¬ 
many. The damage done thcicby in Franconia, and 
near Frankfort, is incredible ; and it lacked but little, 
but this fame King of Hungary, now mentioned, being 
at the hunting of a boar, had been flain through a whirl¬ 
wind, which ha%Tng pulled up a great oak by the roots, 
of prodigious grtatnefs, it fell fo near this prince, that 
he received fomc flight hurt by a branch of it. 

I pray Heavens, that all the wifdom of our holy Pro¬ 
phet, and the blefling of the Great God, be always upon 
thee, and in thee, and ever augment thy ilrengtU and 
good fortune, to the rum of thtfe Ferflan heretics, whofe 
country I hope will be fubjedted by thy fword to our 
dread emperor. 

Paris, xoth of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1639. 


VIII.—-To Bedredin, Superior of the Dervijes in Ihf 
Convent of Cognyt in Natolia. 


'I * « 

X Hou art happy in living long and liolily too. I can¬ 
not choofe but refled with regret on thy great age, confi- 
dering how infirm I am. After fifteen days ilhicfs, my 
ilrength quite failed me, fo that neceflitated I was to 
look out for a phyfician } for 1 cannot eafily commit my- 
felf to the hands of chofe of this country, who kill fuch 
as truft them, in the fame manner as if they were their 
enemies. When I difeourfe thefe dodors about the ftate 

i 

of my health, they tell me I am in unnunent- danger, and 
that my cure is hazardous. In writing thus, think not 1 
rave, for 1 fpeak the pure truth. They will Q^tainly 
kill me fhould I difeover to them under what climate I 
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was boroi whereas if 1 tell them I am of Mol<kvia thei* 
may chance to do me good; though that country air is 
very different from that of Arabia, where I firft drew my 
breath. To how many mlferleB is the life of man fub* 
je^, efpecially mine, when 1 cannot fpeak the truth, 
though it be to fave my life ? Pray for me, holy dcr- 
vife; and if you hear no more from me, believe Mahmut 
is dead. Pardon likewife the offences 1 have given thee, 
which y^et have been againft my will. Adieu ! Wc fliall 
fee one another in God, with God, and in the bofom of 
God. , 

Paris, lath of the 5th Moon, of the Year 16;,9. 

< 


IX.—7<> OucotJMicHE, his Mother^ at Scios. 

PARDON me, my dear mother, if I write lad to thee : 
Pardon me, moreover, if I have not written to thee, to 
pay thee the marks of my duty whilft 1 was in my health; 
and let me feek after thee, when, perhap*;, in feeking for 
me, thou wilt no longer find me, I am ready to die. Af- 
fii£t not thyfelf if God calls me to him; though I am a- 
mongft infidels, yet death holds his empire here as in 
other places. The wx>rii news I can tell thee is, that 
commonly thofe who defire to live longeft are fooneft ta¬ 
ken away; and J am not afhemed to teU thee, I am 01^ 
of that number. I cannot willingly, as yet, leave this 
lower world. O unhappy life i O unwdeome death! 
What apprehenfions have I not! And with what terrors 
am I not ilruck, fince I have lived among the Chrifiians! 
They preach againft our Alcoran, and wc declaim agmnft 
, theiPiJofpel: They affirm, that Mahomet was a great 
impoftor; and wc worfhip him. They believe they only 
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know the truth; and that they be the only faints, the 
cle^ and chofen of G^)d. What then will become of 
UB, if we be wedded to errors, and out Alcoran be only 
a parcel of lies ? 

1 have neither good nor bad news of thee, no more 
than of thy new fpouCe. God grant the m&rtf Greek 
thou att married to have the vices of thy firft holband, 
my father. Thou knoweft my meaning. He called 
himfelf vicious, bccaufe he hated the virtues of the vul¬ 
gar. # ^ 

I thank thee not for my lif<^,^ for that is what thou 
leaft tlioughteft of when thou becameft big with me. But 
if thou expedleft fome lecumpenfe for Tackling me at thy 
own breafts, expert only words of thanks from a poor 
Have, who poflTcflos nothing. Love and hate aU the time 
of thy life; this ii the greateft inheritance thou canft 
rxpcfb from a fon who is «a-dying» Engrave thefe 

words in thy heart, “ Love ever what is hoqeftK» und 
hate always what is contrary to it.’* Thus wilhfthefe 
different paiTicms be fettled on dieir proper obje< 3 :. 

If my brother Peftcli be ft ill alive, give him my Jpvc 
with an innocent kifs, and a touch in the hand. Our 
great Prophet proted and (uftain thy age with the ftaff 
of Mount Liban, and obtain for thee from the mercy of 
the Moll Pligh, that thou mayeft enjoy thy fenfea to the 
laft hour of thy life. Adieu. ^ 

Parlv, laih of the 5th Moon, of the year 1639. 


4^ X.— To PestRi/1 Hali, Lu Brathtr* 

■n . . * 

Xjslxevjno my life is near its end, I therefore, with aU 
imaginable eagemefs, write to thee, in the tbird*{ilace,^ 
although indeed thou holde||^the firft in my heart. We 
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ihall fee one another, dear Pefteli, in that world wkene 
every one receives according to his deferts. When X aw* 
rived in this g^eat jtown, X was aftoniihed at the confu* 
fion I met there, but 1 received no other hurt. Although 
the weather he very inconftaht, yet the air is good, and 
prori0onB wholefome and agreeable to the taHe ; the wa¬ 
ter of the Seine is fweet iind clear; the men' are good 
company, and the women have done me no harm; the 
king hat not dl ufed me* Cardinal Richlieu, his clnef 
’mktifter, does not hinder me from living after my own 
feihion. Our great empe^^ is not difpleafed with me, 
yet my diftemper is impetuous ; a fad faintnefs has feized 
my heart, and 1 begin to fhll into fuch a langutfhiog con¬ 
dition as makes me defpair of health. If thou lliU con- 
ferveft'any affe^lion for me, read this letter with eom- 
pafiion. Forget the iH olhees 1 may have done thee; 
and if I parted without dilcovering to thee the occaiion, 
give Ck>d thanks for the ability he has given me of fa- 
the tendernefs which 1 have for fo good a bro¬ 
ther to the obedience which 1 owe to the emperor’s com¬ 
mands. 

Our mother will falute thee as from me, in giving thee 
a kifs; receive it as coming'from me. Keep thy gravi¬ 
ty, and be honeft in Afia as well as Europe; and, 'if 
thou goeli to Africa, iiot thyfelf to be corrupted 
by 3! examples. ' It k not without tears I write thee 
this tetter. But lament not if I die, neither rejoiej if I ^ 
c&ape s ibr X ihatt be^ tiietvdiy no lefs mortal; and that 
tribute which I do not pay to-day, we both ihall pay, 
with all oriltriheti, on a certam time. Prepare to part 
wiHmgfiy"; ftudy more how thou (halt die than how thou 
fhait^ve} and if thou wWaldft live till thou ar^ old, live 
yt if thou kM td die when ritot art young. 

Cheat God prderVi dMe inthe perfe^ Ufa of thy 
FoL /. 1 
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underAaiiding, and guide thee into aU truth ; and if than 
defiitll to be the beft captain and commander in the 
world, learn to conquer thyfelf. Adieu. ' 

Paris, itth of the 5th Moon, of the "Vear 1639. 


1 XL— To Dgnet Oglou. 

Should I tell thee I am in health, I ihall write an un¬ 
truth ; for I am really out of order, and exped a fit of 
fickneia, which I wilh it were in my power tq avoid, 
though it may prove fhort and mortal. An hectic fever 
puts me oft in mind, how fvail and brittle a thing is 
man ; and that he ought in multiplicity of^bufinefs* . in 
times of profperity as well as adverfity, to thiidc of dif- 
lodging hence. The bread I eat has no reliih j folitude 
appears difinal to me, and company wearies me; for I 
cannot attend to what’s difoourfed, and yet I do sot like 
they fhould fay nothing; ritere’s nothing pleafes me but 
drink, yet all the fea will not quench my thirft. I am 
reftlefs in bed, and find myfelf more tired thereby than if 
I fat up; and that which 1 loved yefierday 1 hate to-day. 
Thou knoweft how 1 loved books; this humour is quite 
changed. If the fon fiiinea into my chamber, 1 as foon 
Ihut my windows, being ik^ able to endure it ; and hav¬ 
ing remained a minute in obfeurity, I am impatient for the 
light. Paris, where one may fay ftrangerscome from all 
parts, to fee the varieties and jdiverfions there to be met 
with, appears to me now an hofpital of fools: 1 long for 
nqthmg more thaR Confiantinople, and to be with my 
friends, imagining 1 fiiall find eafie in their company. 
And this is the unhappy condition of thy friend, with¬ 
out hope of feeing any more turbans and muliulmai^f, 

I loath as much the fight of an ignorant phyfician, as . 
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the Emperor Severus did a corrupt judge; and! look 
on a little valet that fervea me as a neceikry evil. YcH;. I 
would a little divert thee» maugre the illnefa which has 
feized me. It is not above iix months fmee I entertain, 
e j this enemy in my houfe, which is a French valet, who 
makes himfelf a fool, of a pigmy's ^et a giant 

in roguery; he is clad like the Graces, being half naked, 
and wears bulkins like the poetical divinities; his ordina¬ 
ry function is to fweep every day my chamber, which 
yet is as nafty as Augeas’s liable : When 1 am awake he 
is afleep, ami he is always awake when I am aileep. For 
this thirteen years that he has feen the li^t, he cats- 
not remember he has been two hours without eating $ 
when he eats not openly and before folks, left he (hould 
(hame me, he will yet be fure to keep his chaps a^goiogf 
on fomething in comers. When I went abroad I was 
forced to follow him ; and now tliat I keep my bed, it is 
hard to judge which of us two is the mafter, for he ne¬ 
ver parts with his hat from his head. He is more ready 
to pull off my clothes than to put them on; which makes 
me chiefly careful of him at fuch times that he leaves me 
not Hark naked. He is, moreover, a politician as much 
as any Florentine; when he is to do any good office he falls 
into the Spanilh pace, but to perfe£l a bad one, he is. as 
nimble as Ctefar was in the ^uickeft .of his expeditions } 
whence it is that 1 am a debtor to my own arm and 
hand for the fervice 1 draw from him, being like certain^ 
drugs which never yield an odour well beaten. A-s 
to his religion, a man. would imagique he held the me- 
tempfyehofis, fo carefully does prefjsrve the lice^that 
eat him, leff in killing them he ad contrary to the precepts 
of Pythagoras. He is moreover,, behdes, an srreconcileable 
, enedl^to all neatnels, to wa^r and to truth; and he .is 
^mpre ftioking than a fynagoguej ^^runker than a Swifs^ 
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and a greater liar than an oiivcle. In the mean time 
illnefs iiicreare8> and my domeftic enemy is To well, that 
he alTuredly waits my death tp live more honourably on 
my fpoils. 1 differ much this day from what 1 was yef- 
terday, and I know not whether I lhall not to-morrow 
go to my lohg home. Fray the Immortal for me> and 
rememher we were once in flayery together. Should T 
efcape, I ihall have the joy of never feeing thee in the 
ikd condition I am} and if 1 cannot efcape death ihis 
timc» I ihaU have the fatisfadtion of fuffieiing it hefoie 
thee, however* believe J do not delpair, thoitgh 1 much 
complain. I ceafe writing to thee, but 1 will never ceafe 
loving thee. Mahmut embraces thee in this country of 
mhdels, having thee always in his heart, and praying 
fhee continually. 


Paris, xath of th« 4<h Mppn, of the Year 163^ 




X1X«— the KAisUCHiMt. 


T'hb King of France Has a dwarf called Ofinin, bom in 
village 01 the Morea, and carried away in his infancy 
info Italy by pirates. He was bought by a Spani/h lord| 
who afterward madd a prefent of bim^to this king, with 
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me anjr great good. Shouldft tliou give me opportuni¬ 
ties of acquiring riches» and throw open the gate of ho^ 
Aours to me, 1 {hall thereby, perhaps, grow vicioua and 
itifolent. Beftow only one thing on me, which nvill noti 
be afterwards in thy power to take away ; give me good 
education, and let a man of learning take the charge of 
me} by which means I IhaU be revenged of nature, in 
making me but an atom of a mpn ; and perhaps make thy 
courtiers one day repent of their prefent laughter at me.** 

Ofmin has behaved himfelf fo well, and gained fucH 
ci^cdit by the ftil[^i|ty of kb wit, and readinefs of his an- 
fwers, that he^is.at prefent one of the court’s choiceft 
entertainmrats, and the fcourge of debauched people. 
Coaling one day to ^vert and comfort me in my iUnefs, 
he told me, that being in private difcourfe with one of 
the women belonging to a lady of the filft rank, he veas 
f<^^ to cog £wl^ mfelf fpeedily behind the hangings, 
to prevent being farprifed in the chamber, where this lady 
uneapededly entered with the Vcmetintf&itlbafiador, who 
ordinarily reddes in thb court, and whljre he heard the 
following difcourfe from this niinifter*a own mouth. 

** Madam, 1 fhall willingly difeover to yov^ now that' 
we are alone, the intentions of the republic I iferve, touch^ 
ing rile Turkifli affairs, provided you promile me to 'do 
me two different good Ifurfis. It b abfolutely ^neceffarj/ 
we make war with thefe barbarians, before they ddilarhj^ 
k againil ns. The Ottoman family b like«the matbema^i 
tical compafs, which enlarges itfelf the piore it is pr^ffed. 
You are not to be informed of the fiimoui yi£^!|ky gained 
by our General Capello, who has led u mmph latf the 
galleys of Aftic ; but though Amaratb b^ (tmpldyed ou 
^ ibr Siunticri of Peifta, in the liege'^of a moft isaportnafe 
^place, yet does he aheady thnaten to be iot 

the defeat of dicCe baibarians. The miaillcii of the 
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Porte db‘ alfo prefs him to fhow his refentment; and we 
certainly know, by fecret relations from the Turkish 
' camp,' lying before Babylon, that the Grand Signidr has 
faid in '"full council, that he will himfelf throw the firft 
hfe^bali into our arfenal. That, Madam, which lies in 
your power is, to perfuade the king to engage in the 
common caufe ; and for this end make up a peace with 
his enemies, that he may join his naval forces with'oars. 

r 

On the other liand, we could wifh you would offer the 
contrary to Cardinal Richlrcu; becaur(t this minifter 
ufually flighting \vomen*s couHxcIs, will cottie to our pur- 
pofe through his obflinate humdur of contradl^ng you: 
And I do not doubt but this arttfle^' will fuccned, if thou 
perfuade him the king is refolved not to give us 'any 
afliftance. There runs a report as if our bailo HaA been 
laid,hold on at'Conftantinople, and retained prifoner ih 
the Caflle of Seven Towers, by the order of the Kaima'* 
cham. And it is added, that the Grand'Sighior ofiert a 
peace to the Ferflans, to return fpeedity' into Europe# 
that having no diverflon on that fide^' he iWay turd aU his 
forces againft the republic. ‘ 

■ The popd promifes inuch, and wc need not fea/ but 
he wiU keep his word, being the perfon moil iittereiled 
in our affairs. He wBl fumifli mone^y,'join his galleys to 
thofc of the republic, and moreover fend us feveral ftout 
inen.' The King of Spain phimifes Us forty galleys,*tvith 
all ncceflaries, t<^ether with fifty veffels'of waT,'‘> The 
Great Duke of TdfcaiAy wilf us with ^eiglrt' veifels 
well fet ouV,'and galleysarmed. Tlie King'bf 
Poland promifes to fend into the htfidels cfduntry aii ar¬ 
my of fifty thoitfiknd^ Cbfracks ; 'and' others fhall eruife 
Eevdhtinefeas withfheir Bilgantines, ani^fpe* 
th^^rcldpefego. ’yfls to what rifpcdU the repnb-'' 
the ehi^f families !h Vtnibe liave already proffered "YO' 
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fct o^t, an4 entertain at their own charge, a veflel till 
the war be ended $ and all the great caftles and towns on 
the firm land, freely offer to furnish the republic with fif¬ 
ty thonfand ducats a-month. , This kingdom, which is fo 
fun of men, amor^li which there are fo ma;^ good offi* 
cers, which are rich in money, and at prefent fo confi- 
derable at fea, mull not only not trouble fo noble and 
^^neceffary ^ projefl, in continuing a war with Spain, but 
alfo gives its afiifiance, by fupplies of men, money, and 
vefiels^ If you can. Madam, oblige the king to enter 
into thi& leagut;, you wili merit an everla^ng remem- 
bi^pe,, and have an hundred thoiifand crowns, which he 
ready for y 9 u at Venice, to be paid^when and where y^u- 

•.^‘^jThis is, jGfo4*s caufe, tlic occasion is favour 9 b|P|^ad 
all things feem . in. ar readinefs. You may immonalize 
your naine, and with your l>eauty, ^your credit, and elo- 
giyjB good /grounds of hope to Chriflendom of 
fuooef^by obtaining t^ aillfiance of tli^ mofl puifTant, 
of tile Ghrtftian monarchs,” 

This is what the dwarf heard, and what he entrufied 
^ me wj^ liVyre 1 in a epnditton, illuftrious Kaima- 
chai9« ^ particularly the life of Ofmin, I am per- 
funded,'ilMiwouldefi; wtire credit to the difeourfe 

he made.594..i- . 

.*,Q^n isborn a Turk, .hei-lpycs^c dearly, and has a 
aerlain fympathy with mej, which .obliges him to feck 
jne.'often,, and entruft withajl the adventures of lus 
Itfe^ treating me not only as a friend, but; living with me 
aa if I were his brother. , 

There being fume days ^pce I laaguifhed in bed, tor- 
meetild with a difUmper, which at hs beginning ^threat- 
ened me with ve^atiojus, eonfequeDpes^, ajad Cflufea 
me to droop ahdlangWfh, thou wilt.pa^^o I rea»- 

* 4 - 
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a jUiiore H) ex^aor^aiy. ^ould 
my kealth,^ 1 iKal| 4o^le my care an^ 

ifxt meafures of tTus court. 6rder 

.■tfLjtKortm. rA-_i. *__ * _ 



iTiay Idto *|moke : And tlie Great filpTci 
Ir^!^ of the leaver **andl upper world grant thee perifedt 
flwlh) which is fought in run ^by HigbpeJaV {tare* 
thU^ fervMt llVIahtnut. 


OH 

^ch pf the 4 th Moon^ of the Year ^ 




sd 


'ilfif t / ) ^ fit M a 1 

tt tit J89W»„ Ah <• 

N#TwiTH5TiNnrt»G|f my irnkncfs, I force myielflYo 
4^c Ihce Sctlber, to thee h'tth Vbom't am 
ri^int6refl^ aa^r^l as'by My d^lbmper ms % 


towards the end*''of'tlie moon ua hlay tp go 

iMtf} me aktn^ ^thej^/thoi^k ^^aih at t|o8 

rentreat tbte, when .itiou yiialt arpve wittt.thcTeatavaa 

ofragruns at the mount of ilraiftt» to oner .there n u« 
•fT . . 1 * /I wih ^opT ( 

mhee in my name ; immolate a tliecp m commemorwon 

of Abraham ; M {h«hddth>nt foe^ 

Iijj^»,wid in devoudy rny^imi 

to our great Prophet. I afk not honours of Mahomet 

oa mere ^haa riidiet :»^I'OtkIy%e^4tM«flfo«^%0QM^i£l 

jlM I.l^ave kft 5 it j._j\eaU|,I,^ 

1 Ynay ferve our great epiperor, af^ hve more holy ^h^ 

I'have done- ^^ut iilefmedie];>'artij|^e» diftritjute 

gSod dote 19' tile poor j tlbo4 w&jite'jl mongt:.^ 


fifty 

deal out to thofe have moft need. 


himdred^u 
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Thou knoweft Iww greatlfr the work* ^ tAnukf tut 
irecommeuded to us: They euildpljr the beaedidipiit tf 
Heaven, and increale ouf wealth. X neither do nor cni 
do this iu the infidels country i thon knowcft my ioalA* 
ty, Tpecdry fuccomr me ia the aeccffity I am of doing 
good, and let oothiag hinder thect >>0 Kgunient of good 
huibandry nor fuperftidon* If thou iicgle£l my prayer^, 
the ftiame of the &ult will lie at thy door | aad thow 
idome ihatt bear the iniquity, if thou executeil not the 
wifi of a dying man, erpedally having the power. 1 fin^ 
got what 1 bad of greatefi importance to tell thee, abd* 
i/diicb is the moft holy, aUd auaed at to o h tai ii whh dm 
greatefi earneftnefs; endeavour to get for me a fittlt 
yicoe of the cloth whcKwith the temple of Mecca <ia 
every year hung, and which the pilgrims tear in pi ecca 
to have each of them n part i and ibid as (oon a» them 
eanft this holy relic in a Httle filver box to Carcoa al^ 
Tieiiaa, who will take care 1 receive it. If thou beeft a 
good muflnlman, give fpeedy help to a diiciple of the 
fcme biw; and if thou beeft a real kinfinan, aifift mtp. 
Ikfrc me, and take on thee my defence when neceftary. 
1 endivace thee with all my heart and ftrengthf and 
though 1 believe myfelf very near deaths yet 1 whh thee 
a tong aad happy hfie. 


lyis, vsth of du 4tli Mmb, of the Year sfjy. 


jUV..«»7w /fir .fiKmaiik Visiaa Aaais, at Coafiaatimflf* 

]«thon beeft the ftoae that commaaded the anny of the 
true believers hefore Bdrylim,' X write to thee vritlioot 
ofiagrat n l at ing thy refiini^ott. The peofk at Flar^ 
lawe'^ftiHed thee by their £{coarfeA becaale they wiiked 

ihg deat^ and k ilfid dtoo waft 

t . 1 ^ 




bt iiyidi L 


iokar fnu|^>r7 ililirnif Iivndte^to another raifed tO'the 
chkf dignity.of the empire,- Jjpra))'’ the great God#.>vho 
will -one^^day judge* all men^dhat will It^ng continue 
thee in ^Aunuratli'a £nwice,, ever liappy, and always at. 
Jieaded with vidtory { and give thee better fortune than 
all the. other vifiers who have governed in tlie vail empire 
fif the mulTulmans. ^ 

; I have been hek during the fpace of < eighteen moons* 
ftBd my health Is not yet fully reftored.; I have Kved all 
that iime in continual expectation of death, and fo many 
bdd things have Imppcncd in my ficknefs, that I ihould 
£iil into It again ihouldft thou oblige me to make the re¬ 
cital of them. 

.. The charity of the Chriftian dervifes has been very 
great towards me, having: negledled nothing which, might 
Iwj.aaywife fcrviceable 4o my happy departure. -The 
gravelt of them have often attended me yvith difeovrXes 
of .the; immortality of .the> foul> of .hell, tlteir p^gatoryi^ 

’ paradHe, and the merits and indidgences .of thot^uxch. 
.Sevciah phyficians have income to fise me,^aad pfed 
.. utmoU IkiU to4eep me alive, and imagine J’OW-e^pty lifo 
r to them ; but if -it be lb, they have paid themfelves for 
• their care,<b^ drawing fo much blood out of mt^ having, 

, I think, quite emptied my veins, to aefiihi laidrthey, ^he 
< Several diftempers which aidhuhed apd to take fjrqm 
the Xurkilh fever I nourilhed \ for 1 alTuredly 
^Jbfoug1lt it fiom Con^ailtinople.. < • 

- .The g^cauft.fin I committed-dpifing tiMJ iK>urfe of,l(i» 
.. 4ong a ficknefa, was.^the^'^pi^ending to confvfs nryfelf to 
^ A ca|)tatpw^nttfe«(,as *th%£hiFH^pad4o 4a iiie principai 
feahs, anda^h.m they-ant |ead|r^ta)die.'( h ufed dus cere« 
^.mony bait osm^ad diiak l Inae aioi»outted,fii» 

.:^erilege^ andthfvI<oin»y^1|>«ah, 

tjp4^be,iKV{8dfala^Vi^4icar wte a plcpdknt 









nance was enjoined nie for an imaginary crimt of vtltieh 
Laccufcd myfelf. 1 confelTed I hindered, by an s^lo- 
' gy I had made^ a Mahometan from embracing kw 
of Jefus; and the dervife faid to me in a pafiiou, ** You 
are not then a catholic ** 1 am (anfwered 1); and on¬ 
ly difTuaded thk barbarkn on account J had' obferved it 
feldom happened, that a Turk who changed his law 
came to a good end ; and that thofe who ceafed to be 
muifulmant, feldom prove any other but bad CliriftiaiMh** 

**Your reafoning is alfo asfalfe (replied Iharply the monk) 

' as the defign you have had is bad ; for you never ought 
to hinder any thing whfth is good, for the fear you may 
have that in the end it may ceafe to be fo $ and I en¬ 
join you for penance, to ferape out with fuch estaftdefs 
all the characters'of your apology, that there remain no 
mark of it, fo thgt the paper become as clean and fair as 
if there bad been nothing vmtten on it, that fo black and 
^^deteftsArk a difoourfe be entirely defaced, by-the patns 
yOU 'fhaU take to hinder the remaiiungof any trace'or 
'mark: After which, yoU' iliall pray^o God as loitg as 
you live^ that he would deftroy the temple at Mecca, fo, 
' famous‘by the impieties committed tliere, and enlightftnr 
' the eyes of the blifid Mahometans**'^ But I am oonftrain-- 
> ed 4X> flop here, being fo feeble and indifpofed, that 1- 
have not the ftrengtb to»write that 1 am now recovering*^ 
The Man which has made Germany tremble, 1 mean the 
Duke of Weyinar,.is, in. fine, duad, at.thuty-fix yean o£-« 
<<'>«ge, and buried ia»the fame field wherein be gathered his 
laft laurels, that is ta (ay, at Brifac.^ l.lhall difUnClly ia» 
^f«AB^e:&ainiadlaii:of-happened'^ring'*' 
' ^ fieduiefB, that 1 may notgiae thee the trouble td read- 
the rektion of'feveral. adsentures- whieh have been.al* 

. < publtfhedi in^ nMd. diofi art employed 

% the great affairs of tte^mpheV As food sun 

i6 



LET rtl#BT 

of fls)^«ph(b4 ai(^%tStibdroni^fft^tii>&iiall]f^^^ tiMtl 

of siitA cW%rii of llrti H aiM KH Bei ^ 

tMl thdti Itiaytfft itot he^ utiptbvtddl agak^^ abu> 
tei4>iif'of"ilte Miklh, *'' -, > 

' t <^ntf&at ^e df jii^in^ to akccoinpa&y tbf 
vftSk aif tkb' happinefi^ thbu canft daiiiie on earthy aad 
tBl^ tHoto "m&'fek atv^ undertake any thing for the good 
of*tibb e(h^^ ahd its religion Without fuecefo 

Pari^ ^th |>f the lOth Moon, of the Year 1640. 



XV.—To tbf l^lMACHAM. 

' * L 

Tl frov‘wbrt but'Kitle rtiSlalten when thou dioughttft t 
Whs dead. I hare been 'fo beafrtht graee^ that I imy 
htHi^ reb^red fdhr '“nf* tby*1liittet^4vfth0ut bdng aldo toM: 
vtttdthem i fo fir was I ftbth 't9t^ poWei'^E anforanng 


1 IS&Vef^Bteh' flek h wiibhf yoar and lit mofith^ 
01^ ol^the'^kiftjhtitie df Ae ^Ving, send without reecio* 
id]| any* eoAfola^d* fn^ aMy<ebe, abandoned phyfo^ 
aid Kbodte the’prey of the phyheanav and^a fliatvwt 
Jt hope' of'ems feeo^eringi^biit the d!ay wheiaia 1 ant 
to be judged is ^not^ ^ct tbair ^ I in 6 m* ftiU alivt* > 
aihd‘!lllial!*lboh^ 1 bb^r wt# agbiiii if tliou* to cnie». 
illlilfai*ine/c]ksfi^e6 tty foii^ttofatdy HOMbIk upoa 
sOe* andfofpdSttft nad^ihit%biit7*dl»fidiltti^ * ( 't' 

^W'foldtiMd' biyttiriifMi a thefe ftariiKyi «ffo^ 
i^Mi*€Tbfittew^iifo haft tt i ^ aed fonfog* foe dawfo 06 

iMIidhto ha fodo 'I .aub k 
the thne 1 base kfo bat 
mA Wtoatowfoec to think I an folft 


Itoettbrttiiyw 



tftc tlmc ll|avi:notwiH(tl<|.t^e^ h|^ 
giMa m siwk^ »f iM pon^w.* and iwlicy. Fourpl^^ 
]iavfr been btiurged ift the fear i6%^ whofc ^ucce^t 
iiai been cqa«l Tlia FfCocb bave nek with diff^dvao#^ 
uge before Tbioaville, by tke valour aad c^ihIh^ of 
ctfonini^ one of tbe em|ieror*« generak, wbe \va$ bofn 
in Italy, and brought >up b%im a child in the trade nf 
it 18 ^i4- be bag attacked and vaoqniflied bis maf- 
ter*8 enemies ^ritb focb ipeed, that one snay cgippare bit 
action with that of Ckudius Nero, when he* defeated 
Afdrubal, who had entered Italy; he has broken the 
eflefny*B army, rotned tfie hovfe, took the caanon, kdkd 
the French general, and immediately ratfed the fiege 
but in revfnge, the iinne French who were beaten befesre 
Thioovilk^ have made thenifclves imiftcrt of HedeD>~ 
Stwns^ aod SaUe, whick lift was taken by the youqg|;^ 
Ppnceetf Conde, whp given the mavka of an catraordi*' 
n|yy valour; but the Spaniard^ have retaken khefe plaiO^^ 
vMdr have cbd them devt It is ^id Ihat the govesnoy 
loft by 5the Piiqce of CvifdL fjbeie;, byfog pre^edi by thf^ 
Spaniarda forrender the pbfie, thryw tfut to them ssi^, 
hot iwbiU) loaf, foyiug, Fha|< tfipfo yho eat of 
brand would nol Ciicraud« 0 |lheQ^tyes hf^fory t)^e enemmf^ 
eomit to the tirna wharfia they ^i^ight, £4* ice.’** 
y«t the pfoco wan foiytqdyied he^ye (the (jpeing 
wan tumt to change Mievfoce of the fAt^ y f<y wajijf 
they from holdiag dot Idi m iW|ijcqfve^d,yri|i)i fee. ,, 
This king unmediateiy th^ wt^dk 

vrare made lar Nonnan^^ tooo fay 

fiafimir th# m|uv q £ PALaiuCi. wlUk bCtlUr SOa 

— -^ Tr-wv ■ ■ A> X Il'IflVX 

twroed a facimd time feho ^$iriOd<if,alQ;)f^ lyid dilgpiifedij 
was difeovered aqd caivfed pr^bae];^ ^i^,^f^ca(Ue in 

'wM 8gi y i iwwiw M r» .rvnb nwy ov&Kn 

g«ankd{ 
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The war has been very cruel in between the 
tkree parties^ who are extremely ainitoated ngainft one 
another. Prince Thomas, of the Houfe of Savoy, drove 
out by furpriTe the French from Turin ; but thou wilt 
foon underiland that our capital enemies, the Spaniards^ 
have been beaten and entirely defeated under Cazal, by 
the Count Harcourt, of the Houfe of Lorrain. . 

The Spaniards and Dutch have made a great noife in 
the ocean with their fleets; the former came with four-* 
fcore vciTdis of war, to land fifteen tlioufand men in 
Flmiders; but having been met by Van Tromp, a com¬ 
mander of great courage and eviperience, there was a 
bloody battle fought, which laded long, but at length, 
ended in the defeat of the Sp^iards. * 

The Dutch have taken thirteen fliips, and above twenty 
of them have been driven by bad weather on the coafts- 
of England, where tliey are lod, and eight others have' 
had the good fortune to get into Dunkirk. 

' The viftory of the Dutch is complete, having lofl, bnt 
one flup in the whole engagement, agaiiid fo puiflant an 
enemy, and whofe fubje^ls they were formerly. 

> Bear with me, illudrious and happy Kaimacham, want¬ 
ing ftrength to continue on writing, though it were the 
victories of Amurath which 1 were to relate^ 

I ihall make known to thee^ on the &r& opportunity, 
whatever fhall come to my knowledge. In the mean 
time, the Creator of all things direA thee in all thy ways». 
and profper all thy Uodertakin^a* 

.Paris, i-5th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1640. < v 


XVI.— -Ti? Dgmst Oglou. 

I AM in a manner raifed from the dead by reading tky 
letter; there if not a line or fyllable, but fliows the marks 
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of a true hearty and a tender and real fymjKithy'with my 
condition : I pray Heaveny we nniy do nothingy either of > 
usy to leiTen this affe^lion. 

Thou informctt me in thy letter of the departure of Ifouf 
for Mecca: 1 give thee a thouiand thanks for the money 
thou had given himy for tlie offering of a laerdice in my 
name on the faored mountain, and to diftribute here be. 
low the alms which 1 enjoined him. I admire thy botm*. 
ty, and the charitable care thou haft bad of the ialvation 
of thy friend Mahmut, in fending one of our devotees to 
Medina, to go the pilgrimage and fay prayers for me. 
In a wordy I fee thy itindnefs makes thee forefee and 
provide againft all my wants. I'here is no place or time 
where 1 receive not the marks of thy favour. < 

Seeing I am fo dear to thee, and loving thee fo great.* 
ly as I do, let not diftance of place, poverty, difgrace, 
imjArifonment, or any other misfortune, extinguifh, or fo 
much as damp our mutual affedlion. 

1 have, in a manner, ftole the time I write to thee; 
for I have nothing which is truly-mine, and I make 
thee a prefent of a thing which I owed the Kaunachaniy 
for whom I ought to employ more time in writing. But 
let U3 lay alide all thefo troublefomc affairs, and entertain 
one another with an entire confidence and fainiliaiity. 
Thou wanteft 4sot wit, employ it in the ftudy of hiltory, 
after fuiHcient inftru£tioa in the matters which con¬ 
cern religion. If thou wilt be a prince among othcr^ 
men, feparate thyfelf from the crowd,>.diy thy applica¬ 
tion to good authors ; read much, yet read httlc ; read 
ejEier gopd booksy t^b^re being few of them, and thus thou 
wilt read much. If thou canft attain to the knowledge 
of wbatfoever is known of men,* thou wilt be a kind of 
giAl amongft them; whereas thou wilt be of the number 
of beads if thou faileft of acquiring the noticca thou< 
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•ughteft to have. I ^viHi thou wouhift mind more for 
^'y friend’s f^e v^at pai&s in the ieragUo, in the di- 
tian, and in the prince’s muft fecret councils, to knoMr 
what is flid' there againft me, and far me i Gbod and 
feafotiable advice doe^ oftentimes Kinder much mifehief, 
and doei a great deal of good^. Friehdfiirp makes thofc' 
things ^hich are otherwife hard, very tsSy : ** He tiiat 
is riot ready,” fays an holy man amongft the Chriftians, 
** to fuffer all things, and to kife atf, and bis very will 
too, for the fake of him that be loves,, dcfcivet not the 
name of a fnend/* 

Let us ever forget the words,'mine and thine : Thy 
good fortune is mine, even as thy difgraces sureif wc 
thus eitablifh our fricndfhip, why may wc not, though 
modern Turks, compare ourfelves to thofe ancient Greeks,, 
who have given fuch glonoos madutD the world of theio 
firieadflup i Why may vre not be the imitators of 
pidas and Epaminondas, who oontradked ib ftri& aw 
tinibn, tiiat nothing could change k P Atthoug|i we wtre 
ttoi born the iame day,, tn. the fame climate, and in the 
feme town, as Polyftfatus and' Hypochdes, who were 
bom in the fame houfe, at the lame how, and lived al' 


wayt together, and felt liek at the fame time, and' loved 
equally ; yet let us Itii'pafs them in-a^dtSon. I«ove ^we 
one another more than TErefeus and Eifrkhous j more 


than Damon and Pkluas; the feriher oF which cootrodl* 
cd in arms, and the other' in ftudkss that Ariel aimty 
that has rendered them fo recbmmehdiilde to pc^erity* 
If thou knoweft: any fecret' whereby td my appo^ 
tite> which Tha^ toA,' tii^ )t me. 1' am hem fpeAator 
of a'milEDA of niouths,' who citbK>ur times a-dsy, aiul 
conjume fifteen thoufand oxen every week, and fifteen 
thbuTand other'pTeix’s'^ Wmuttimi 
not to^ieckon of fdwls,^ and firaits 
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I am.forced to d^e w^tlv, bi^cr with my matt 
hands ; and m a town where there is an abundance pf all ^ 
forts of things, 1 want all things. Bread, which is fo ^ 
pl^fant to the cye,^ and fo favoury tq the tafte of all ^ 
olher people^ paufeated by me. Wine only, becaufe 
it*is fbihidden by our law, rejoices the fight of me, apd , 
iliis up a deAre of dVinking. Let me hear oft from thee; 
let thy letters be inftrudive, and be levelled agaioH my 
tnelan^holy temper. The God of Mahomet keep thee 
ever in health, and make thee love me, as thou doA, con- 

sjtlKof the tj^th'Moon, of the Year 1640. 



fXyild^Th aliiojiAi /Ae Jinuft ot Genoa* 

T ,,> *1**'.*“,. 

Hov art ai^ soconAderable in (hf; 

ju^ment of thi|^a, Tliou haft written to the Graiidj 
Vi&r, tW iWs r^ubhe k diljpoted tp join its forces to 
that'of Venice, for its ailiAance in 1;he war againft the 
Pqrte^j. hp't what ground baft thou lor this advice i And 
jf the ’^rand ViAer fhould oblige to give a reafop 
for this, hpw can^ dtou fatisfy his ewioAty^ and hinder 
him from Mcu|rng^tb^e of great;, lightnefs ? * 

i now received a copy of the letter thou didft write 
to ConfibtntioopTei^ for which I thank thee. It would 
h^e been better 1 had received the original: for I would 
not^bave j^nt iu There is no likelihood that a republic^ 
fo d^Afoos of eftablilhing a peaet, in her dominions, will 
di^urb h^ own ^uiet fo^ the fcivice ot a ftate wklfwhich 
flic IS always at war. 

•L ^ > *W i 

the Gepoeties any paufe of compkint A» 

mnrai^ the^^'vi^tidd lyant neither fridiers* not arms, nor 
nqr money, to raife epfmici againft him^. 
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at prefent; whM their affairs are in a fuU calm, both a* 
broad and at home, they make (with greater prudence 
than the Venetians) war in the Spanifh Indies with their 
regifters, and arithmetic ; and they have always the ad¬ 
vantage in this kind of combat, w'herein there is no ex¬ 
ample they ever loft. Let this nation alone in peace: 
Write lather to the Porte, that the Gcnoefcs, condemn¬ 
ed by nature to dwell in the rocks and defart mduntains, 
have found the means of making thefe the moft delicious 
abodes in Europe. 

Tell the Grand Vifier, that foiumany extravagant phi- 
lofophers, who continually fearch for what they will never 
find, have at length fhowed, that there is no other place 
where are more perfeft chemifts to be found, having con¬ 
verted into gold almoft all the ftones of their country^ 
changed the horror of their defarts into moft pleafant 
gardens; and the cottages of the ancient Ligurians are 
transformed into palaces, enriched with marble and por¬ 
phyry, with fo great magnificence and propriety, that na 
lioufes are comparable to theirs. To which thou mayeft 
add, that the inheritance of the pooreft Genoefa -does 
at this time much furpafs thofe of their pvedeceflbrs. 
Show him they have begun to give conliderable 'fuccours 
to great and puiffant monarchs, by immenfe Aims; and 
that, in fine, in the regifters of particular traders, one 
may fee the names of the greateft monarchs on earth, to 
whom they are become creditors. 

Be more careful of what thou writeft for the future ^ 
ahd when thou giveft advice, fet down what thou know- 
eft without exaggeratirrgs, and be referved in what is 
doubtful; Never write falfchoods in thy dlfpatches. ‘ I3e 
alfo never the author of tulgaf rumours, and ftories mpde 
by people at leifur^, who abound with extravagancies- 
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Book^. 

God help thy undcrftandingy and heal thy diftempcrs, if 
thou halt any. 

Parii, loth of the nth Moon, of the Yeai* 1640. 


XVIII,— To the Kaimacham. 

7HE Chriltians are become magicians; or, to fpeak 
better, the Spaniards who make war in Piedmont, have 
filled the world with aftonifhment by an extraordinary 
and new inchantment. J wrote to thee, there were two 
great armies before Tmin, one to take it, and the other 
to fuccour it; but I have not yet made known to thee, 
that the cannon of the Spaniards are become couriers, 
who c^rry their difpatches in the air into the befieged 
cities, and moreover- ammunition, powder, faltpetre, 
and money; a raaivellous invention, which fills me with 
admiration in writing it. There is a man in the camp 
of Genei'al Leganez, who makes brafs bullets fo artifi¬ 
cially, that having lliot tlicm into the ditch of the plaguy 
they have for a long time fuccoured the befieged. It is 
faid, that being made in a vice, and hollovyed within, 
they, have ferved for two ufes, to convey into Turin 
what was wanting, and to bring back into the Spaniards 
camp the things they moil needed. But this indullry 
proved in the end uftlefs; for after feveral conflidls, Tu¬ 
rin has fallen again into the hands of King Lewis, who 
has ihcrtiu re-ellablillied the Lutchefs of Savoy, to the 
great latisfadlioB of her people, who have thereupon 
lliowed the figns of the greateft joy. .This re-cHablilh- 
ment is owing to the valour imd condudl of Count Har- 
cou^t, who has fudained and repelled the aifaults of two 
anniea ftronger in number tbiin his own. This captain 
has made his name as famous in Italy, as were heretofore 
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thofe ol the heroes of Rome aild Athens. The Mar* 
quis of Leganez undertook the Hege of Cazal, an im¬ 
portant'place belonging to the Duke of Mantua, fituat- 
ed on the famous river of Po in Italy. Count Harcourt 
not being able with all his army to put fuccoura into the 
place, he took the party of forcing himfelf the befieged^ 
entering on horfeback into the lines with his fword*^ iu 
his hand, where he was followed by fome of his gentle-' 
men. The Spaniards being' furprifed and aftomihed^. ‘ 
found ho fafety but in retreat, which they made diibr-^ 
drrly; and the French, under fuch a captain, bore aikay^ 
that day the greated and mofl glorious vidory they em, 
won in Italy. ‘ 

If thou required an accotmt of me of what has palled 
in Germany, 1 can telf thee, that the war h^s been 
ried on there thii year with equal tuccefaknd^lofies toi^t^ 
parties, to whom fortune has been .Ibmeti^es favorable, 
and other whiles contrary. r 

But 1 atii informed there is a deli^n of making a great 
affembly at Cologne, to re-eftablilh a peace between all 
the Chriftian princes ; and that the King of France has 
named for his plenip'otentiary there, the Cardinal Juliua 
Mazarini, an Italian ^y nation, a man great pfurts and 
experience in bunnefs. 

Prince Cafinilris fet at liberty, at the entreaty of the 
King of Poland, his brother, and has been fince well re¬ 
ceived by the^klng, who made him dine at his table, and 
prefented him With a rich diamond. The town of Arras 
wliSch the French have taken in the Spanilh Nether¬ 
lands h> of great importance, and is a conliderable lofa 
to the Catholic king, and will give great reputation to 
his enemies, that have taken the place in the fig^t of a 
grent army, commanded by the Cardinal Infant, gover¬ 
nor of the Low Conondeswhkh couqueil has xnlghtSy 
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rair<^d the French courage, and increafed the glory of 
thciV prince. 

The <iueen is brbught^tO'bed of a fecond fon, who 
was born the 21 A of September, and he is named the 
Duke of Anjou. ^ 

The Spaniards are as imfortunate on the Tea, as at 
land. Their fleet, which returned from the Weft In¬ 
dies* richly laden with commodities of all forts, have 
been moft of them difperfed by the French naval army, 
commanded by the Duke of Brezc« The Spam'ards 
truly fought with much valour, but fifteen thoufimd of 
their men were flain, an3 two hundred taken priibner&r 
together with five great veflels richly laden. One of th^ir 
great galleons was burnt; and it is find the other (h^s 
were faved, having firft thrown the beft part of their. 
lading overboard, which they had brought with fuch 
great care and pains from the other world. 

That whi<di has pafled on the ocean, has not hindered 
the archbifhop of Bourdeaux from fliowing the ftrength 
of the king his mafter on the Mediterranean, where he 
has fought an occafion of fighting the Spapiar^^iyith a 
ligtiter'army, confifting for the moft part of galleys. He 
h^ fent a defiatice to the Duke de Farrandine, general 
of the Spanifli 'galleys ; who being unwilling to accept 
of the challenge, this prelate advanced towards the coaft 
of KTaple's, where he did feme mifehief. 

,One inay fay, that the mi^ortunes of Phfiip, King of 
Spain, are as great tliis year as h^s power is. But it is 
faid^ thefe lofles are not comparable to \yfaat he is threat>k 
ened* if Portugal and Catalonia fliake off thewyokp , 
of his domination, as the common report runs. 

I have heard much talk’ iu, gencr^ .Qu tjbefe confider-. 
able'affair's, without heihg, hpwem,^ fiiformcd of any 
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able to leave my chamber, to go into the churches, walks, 
and gardens, about the city and the court, I (hall let no¬ 
thing pafs without a fl;rl£l; inquiiy, and give a faithful ac¬ 
count of whatever deferves thy notice j and (houldeft thou 
defire any particular thing of thy (lave Mahmut, it is but 
mentioning it, and thou (halt not want an exa<ft and 
humble anfwcr. 

It makes me tremble in telling thee, that a report 
runs here of the death of the invincible prop of the 
world, the mighty of mighties; in fine, of the glorious 
Amurath. It is falfe news, I hope, yet liowever affert- 
ed with great confidence. The Arbiter of heaven and 
cartel confound all our enemies, and give the Grand Sig- 
nior, and thyfelf, a life which knows no end, and attended 
with a happinefs which cannot be increafed. 

Paris, 7th of the lafl Moon, of the Year 1640. 


XIX ,—To Dgnbt Oglou. 

TH E lovely Greek, after whom thou inquired fo earneft- 
ly, is long fince retired into France, and has been mar¬ 
ried eighty moons to a great French merchant, with 
whom I am not acquainted, but am informed is very 
rich, and fortunate in his dealings ; but infinitely more 
fortunate in being the hulband of Daria Lena Maani, by 
whom he has feveml fine children. 

This charming Greek does now profefs the Roman 
religion, which is the only fault I find in her. 1 never 
knew^ woman whofe whole carriage i$ fo graceful, who 
does all things with fuch a carelcfs exaidnefs. and whofe 
virtue is lefs morofe. Mere chance brought me acquaint¬ 
ed with her; whom 1 no Iboner (aw, but I was druck 
with admiration. She came to Faris the lad yea^ to fo^ 
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licit a li^wfuit againfl. ,a ftranger about an eftatc. It was 
at court, and in the prefence of the king himfelf, that I 
firft faw Daria: She fpake to him fo fweetly, that flic 
foon obtained what fhe dcfired ; and at the fame iuftant, 
1 felt fuch inexpreflible paflions and longings after her 
acquaintance.—Suffer me, my dear Dgnet, "to tell thee, 
tliat never any creature made fuch deep imprellions in the 
heart of a man, as this charming Greek did in mine. 

I drew near to her as foon as I could. 1 fpake to her 
in her own language, telhng her I was an Arabian ; and 
(he anfwered me with as great raodefty as benignity. I 
went the day following to give her a vifii in her own 
lodgings; where this adorable perfon received me with 
the greatell civility, not forbidding me a return ; being 
pleafed, perhaps, to meet with one that could fpeak her 
own language, which is very rare in thefe parts. 

Since then I could not for my life forget her : I have 
ferved her with the greateft diligence, and fo doated on 
her, that I forgot myfelf and thee, and, if I may dare to 
fay fo, the Grand Signior too. Pardon this infidelity on 
the account of a paflion which knows no moderation, 
being not able to withftand the force of fo invincible an 
enemy. 


Dana is young, of a generous temper, and in whofevvhole 
deportment there is no grace wanting. Her virtue is far 
above Lucrctia’s; for this Roman lady killed herfelf, 
having firft endured the violences of a tyrant; whereas 


flie would die before fhe would come to fuch a tiial. If 
you have feen her at Conftantinople you muft have known 
her perfe^ions. 1, for my part, who only knevt^her at 
Paris, have remarked four beauties in her perfon, which 
1 believe are not to be fouud in any of thofe ladies kept 
in t*he feraglio. Her eyes, her moutby her teeth, and 
her hands, feem to have hep” only to furnifh the 
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god of love with darte. She is Atre to ftrike where Hie 
will with her fine black eyes full of Are $ and (he has al- 
fo the fccret of healing the wound ftie makes, when flie 
pleafes. As Toon as ever fltc opens her mouth, the three 
graces are feen to fit fpprting in lier countcnanee ; and 
her body, moreover, is fo proportioned in aU its parts, 
that had flic lived in the time of Phidias, he had certain¬ 
ly taken her for the model of his Venus, which was the 
admiration of all the world. 

I have plied this fair Greek with viAts, loved hel* even 
to idolatry ; my refpe^ has been ever equal to her vir¬ 
tue $ and the greatell favour I obtained from her waste 
fuffer me thus to fpcak to her: 1 love you, Thrh .; 

Daria, 1 adore you but (he would never fuffer tlte letift 
exprelHon which might make her underflaad any thhig 
elfc. 

This inconqia^^able beauty oftea &id to me, ** Alah- 
rmit, I have a great refpe^t for you, becaufe you are 
difereet and virtuous, andihouldaHo love thee,* Wert yieu 
not a man. Live on ftill as thou hall doiie,> and thea 
wilt thereby oblige me to refpe£k thee yet pOire f but think 
not to obtain from Daria any .more than an innocent af' 
fe^lion ; I owe all to my hufbandt and I w^l never be 
unfaithful to him.’* If I ever attempted'to fnatch any 
fmaU favotiTi it was always in voia, having ever repeS^ 
me in fuch a manner as made me kfo all hope, and, at 
the fame time, feel a new inemafe of pafillon. Cozdtder, 
dear Oglou, what pafied thea in aiy heaitr and what a 
war I was to fullam. 

In my great inquietodes, and (harpeft and oraeffeff 
pains* pluloAiphy AippHod me wifh no other vcmfdiua 
but^padeoce; She fet belbae me the enamfdm of the 
efteem which had §er pfldictty t hot die bin* 

dered me not from alfo that wc find^in hi- 
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llor)' almoft all the philafophcrs more traiif]jos‘t«’il with 
venereal plcafnres, than retained hy any precept of \nT- 
doi». Diogenes and Ariftotlc, becam^ they not fools 
hereby ? And Seneca, whofe morah arc the rules of the 
wifeil, was he not driven out of Rome for his aiJdltcncs ? 
1 tell thee plainly, the precepts of phflofophy have influ¬ 
enced me not a whit; I detided them, and was rcfolved 
to love on, and that more cxccffivcTy than all the philo- 
fopliers together. Daria's foft fcvciity has laid on me 
llronger laws than all the dogmas of the Sloicks; fo that 
nothing can make me chajjfge my refolution of loving her 
ctcraafly. If it be true that love ia a wcaknefa, only 
mc*^ who are noble creatures, are thereurtto fubjeft; iti 
being eeitata' that mi^an fouls camiot love, becaufe they 
'have ao heart.' ** NaiiA'c's originid is far higher than 
reafjji one is the work of' God, whereas the other 
codit^ from man. Be not then ^onifhedy if Reafon 
does fo oft yi<4d to Natufe. * 

Daria 4ad a aibnl t6 Icjwii Italian, which {he thought 
abetter laiigi«tge tfean.^oth$rs. I taught her ar great 
deal of it in a little timif*} but buiine^ lyaickly deprived 
.ui unhappy mader of tht£ thod p0rfe6t of fcludars. She 
laid oAce to wx, Mahasntv llet us have a perpetual ami¬ 
ty for b«c another, but let US love and efteem Virtue far 
before Frlendlhip* Teadi tne Idiftory and Geography, 
to the end, that knowing-kingdOrnSr toWna an<f provin¬ 
ces, and thofe that goverli>'tkefni ’I may knOw into how 
many parts this earth, which iTppears fo admirable, is dt- 
\jdtd; I may now learn the forces, methods of govera- 
iiientii tmiiiders, religions of the difference eff feas 

uikI of inountabsy^f lakes ain$ ri<viSi%r&f Isttnbked places, 
and defeats, that* i mty itt>t coitfouiid the haryi- 
roiis with the civilist^d alt(^«l«pubHcs wtfh tno- 

narcliiew” 

ro/, /. 
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^ My vP 04 ^y friend, fa noble inclination, joined with 
a Angular grace, and attended with ib many rare quali> 
tie^, aft well rplntual as corporal, have reduced the poor 
Maltmut to a> flavery more rigorous than that which he 
fujOkiKd with thee in Sicily. How many niglit? have I 
pa^d in horrible redledhefs i And how many times? have, 
1 vainly believed 1 was with JDaria, W'hom I fought in 
my chamber; when ilccp facefeeding long watching, rc- 
prefented her to me in a dream more compIaiTant than 
ordinary,.? In a word, Daria fo i^led my thoughts, that 
1.forgot my books, and avoidirg alfo the compai^y of my 
friends, (he alone was my^aily ftudy, and 1 renounced 
all other dIveitifemenU : hoeft ladies were naufeous 

to me; the finelt gardens feemed horrible foreiis, which 
ferve far a retreat to favage beads. In due, my pafiion' 
(friend Oglou) oomes to tk^tcxcefs, that Lean.dud no 
remedy. My tears of i^pne cife^i (often Daria, 
and I have call myfclf.a thoudmd times in vain at her 
feet; all my cares and r^peds have ferved only to gjvc 
me proofs of hpr viitue. Kei^ve as thou oughted the 
<;ood4enr4: l«pvt in dice ; and if thou hail not an heart 
that can lovefo m*dcntly,i at jUsad have fome complajfancy 
towards a m^n whofe paf&on. bns.no ,bounds,*.^d re¬ 
proach me •'not with hnvic^ hud. too nuidi w^kned) for 
having been vaiB^uidicd by a woman. It is women that 
have always won the greatdl vidoriesj it is their trade 
•to conquer, and even diofe) too vf)io fubduc aU things. D 
is impaflible for mt to oompr^hoBd, ,liow I could love fo 
Hiongly without dyings ^neither can I imagine how I 
{half live, if I be long deprived of the %ht of her I love. 
Daria has left Pphly and is dUlant thence above three 
hundred miles; condder then the condition I ant in; 1 
^reckon myfelf in a folitary place, although there be above 
a million of inhabitants in the town where I divell. I 
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ftir tiot out of my dhnmber; and as lo my books, iiitf 
will yield me no comfoit. 'My only care is to nourini 
my diftcmper; whereby I lludy to make myfclf more 
miferable, becaufe it is not in my power fo much as to 
leek the way to the only Ifappinefs I wifli for.’‘^Mahmut 
may be faid to be the foh of forrow ; my beard is nafty 
and overgrown ; I am out of love with myfelf, comfort- 
lefs, avoiding ^1 fociety, and am become invifible to aU 
people. I have no hope amongit fo many caufes of de-* 
fpair, but the aflurance which Daria has given me, that 
1 poflefs a place in her haart; and I believe it, becauft 
fhe fays fo. Heaven has given her a frank and generous 
foul, and promifes her great things in the courfe of hec* 
life. I have fecfcfly drawn her horofeope; as far as I 
“^cbuld^nd, all the planets arc favourable to her; (he is to 
live a great while; Fortune will fecond her intentions; 
Ihe will enjoy an unintem^ted health i and this lovely 
perfon w'ill evfcr gain the advantage on all that fliall op- 
pofe her. Happy is he that fhiall be of the number of 
her fiiendsy Imt tnofe happy is he that ihall be beloved of 
her, for hetnay affure himfclf of being beloved of the 
handfomeft and moft deferving^ lady in the 'world. 

’ Read my follies with kune indulgence, and be not an¬ 
gry Vkdth me when'thou knoweR I was ready to renounce 
'my religion for that of Daria(he began to convince 
me, and I began to believe,* that the religion of the mofi: 
perfeft and moft virtuous of women was the beft. If 
thou haft intcreft enough in th^^tjTand Vificr, or the Kai- 
macham, obtain for me the permilBon of leaving Paris 
for fia moons only, but by nO i^tanS'let them know the 
occaiion. 1 love much, abfent from Daria ; but it feerna 
to mo I do not yet love enough : I would have more vio¬ 
lent tranfports during her abfence than thofe I fuffer 
wliUft I fee her ; to the end, I may fay, that at all 
. K 2 
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tim€3} land in all places, never nny body loved I'o much. 
I have' difeovered to thee my whole heart; excufe my 
pafTiony if thou wilt not excufe thy friend fo horribly 
toitiiented with it; and remember what the beautiful 
Rontalaaa faid to the great Solyman, ** That the pka- 
fkire of commanding, and making one’s felf obeyed, is 
to be rcckonid but in the fecond rank of ploafures { 
whereas that of loving,-and being bdoved,. is the lirft;” 

Henry IV. was one of the greateft kings of France, 
ihan whom no man ever more greatly *lovcd. \yhen he 
reproached the Duke de Blroft with the love he had for 
n lady, mark what this cavalter told him: Great’lkiilg^ 
hmw is it polfiblc thoQ (houldft not be indulgent tmlovers^ 
who hail fo often iaid when thou waft in love, thpu 
gotteft thyfelf, thy kingdom, and thy fubjet^ .And 
this, dear Ogluu, is what has happened to me at Palis, 
with this admirable perfon, wimm thou oouldft notiftnd 
lit ConftRntinople.^»But: aka t 1 ihdnld be ah Unhappy 
'^frlend, il witii fuehra lovotas ihtne 1’ihotdd pixnne thy 
qival; 'I wil! not Isn^inc it'i'ycb 1 mull tell ;thee,','thjrt: 
'father than yidd thee Dana^^ I will focrific^.«to thee all 


"the time I ’have to'Svei ‘’l imve.given'my pidhire.toithis 
»<iharming ‘Greek, who rdtiived > it 'very oouftbohily, 

yet lather arS'the work of >aft excellent paintice^ thah'.tte 
pifthre df a ToV^rr' -' * . - ''' - - ■-* 

But being full of goodnefs, and perfcdlly difbreet, ftm 
faid' thus to file When "1 gave' k her t ** Mahmut, < thaxk 
HeUveti thou 'art not htmdfohde ; ^didbrt of men have 
not ordinatily all the they pretend to in their 

amours. Wi(e th<;re/ kind qf people dpat^too 

much on themfelves; and thofe that are difdainful, find 
them not fubmiiUve enough and refpeflful j and £ich as 
fear evil tongues,j4^fc not look on them; and alfo thofe 
gentlemen Imagine ladles favours arc granted them be* 

3 
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CHI ft. they c.mnot withftand thtm, and the^ cKp«^l often* 
rimes to be entreated to receive il cm : whcicas thofe 
whom Nfftiut Ins not been lo hbei.il of htr fivouij, do 
more than barely lo\c j they adore their mlllr^fleb, they 
arc always hnnible, and know how to oain die coyeft 
heatity by thtii refpeiflfnlnefs. As to thy party wlio art 
tioiic of the failed, thou wilt be happy if thou thangtfl 
not thy manner of living with mt.” 

It is iinponible for me to fay Mhether Daiia has any 
confiderablc impCi-fc^iony being too greatly prepoiTeflied 
by my pafiioity to d3ifco>%r defefts in a p^rfdn whom X 
regard as an angel. Time and her promifos will one day 
fhow me, whither ihc has .the vices iifnal to thofe of her 
nation, wliich areccmunonly an infidelity covered over wicli 
the moti: fpeeious pretences, and ta continued diijfimula* 
tbaJ 

Howetter, fend me a calk of the while* balm of Mec- 
ca^ <9tid of the beft ibit for Cecat thou canft get; and at 
the ftme time (end>me alfo iome of that precioas eaftem- 
wood, whofe feeht is admirable to perfume the body. 1 
have iprotnifed the fair Dana this prefent $ let me foon 
have It, to the end X may acenfiom Daria to the neatoefs 
md delicacies«of the Mahomel^ni* Fiefeive alfo thy 
health }*a«d^ li thou envieft me, love as much as I db ; 
but love with continency, if thou \snt love long, ai)d l^e 
kwjg beloyedi 

• The Great Gml prejfirvc tliee ftom foving, haweycr, fo* 
exLellistly as thy fiiend Mahmur does} the dolois being ‘ 
tbetcin always ccrtnm, and the fruition nneertaut^ 

t^dfi o^fh. il Moof, Vfdr r64t 
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XX.—To InvincibJ&Vi%\t.2 A2£M. 

'X'h& Chiaus arrived here this fame moon in which I 
wHte to theci and is in perfcd health, with all his at¬ 
tendants. 

I do not tell thee in what manner he was received by 
the people at Fans, it being of *fniaU importance, fenng 
they have no other part in the government of the king¬ 
dom (ban tliat of obeying. • 

The populace cufioaily obfo: ved his habit, his beard, 
and his gait, all as extiaordmary. It is certain (Inrm- 
cible Leader of Krs Armies, in whom Ood ha^t placed hia 
authority of goveridag the earth), oup envoys are not 
efteemed wherever they come, unlefii amongft the mod 
rational and honed part of mankind, which are always 
the haft, number# * " 

Not only tlie immoiOti fare cun to* fee Otnr ambafiadors, 
fbr the vcftments they wear, to which their cycaam not 
accuftomed,. but ewn confiderable perfoBS have the kune 
curiofity. Some ftlently approve} others Hfil .upi their 
bands to note thcii aftonilhment f and others, by an in- 
iblent morinur, dtfeover their contempt, not tuidietftaiid* 
Ing the juftice due to ftrangprs, whofc manners and 
falhions ought never to he blamed } k being impoflible 
but whole nations mnft have good reafons for their cuf- 
toms and practices fmee fo many ages. 

But he was not thus leceived at Court, where the king 
and his miiliftersdo all things whh great prudence j being 
refpeCted as a man that brought good neivs, ^imd fent by 
' the greateft and mod paiiFant emperor in thr vvorld. As 
. to the fubje£l of his coming, every body fpeaks dav^rfl^. 
The minifters of foreign pripbcs are feariul left' the new 
fiikan fiiould attempt the entire rmn of Ghrxfteudom, and 
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prove more teirlble than Amurath» In the mean time, 
this heatl^el^ilhr^p^p^ flow. inc;:yiiibJc at^ltie burning 
of the Imperial city of Conftantinople. But the king 
has no part in th« fentiments of his'fiibj4(^8. « ' 

Mahy fay that, the King* of Red Heads will reaov the 
war with the empire, and is perfuaded to this by the 
Great Mogul $ and theoe are fome who aiHitn he hat al¬ 
ready laid to Babylon. But thofe wlio %eak with 
more fenfe, .and kis hatred, affirm, that all the Forte's 
enemies are like reeds expofed to the wind, which wdl 
be eallly overthirown, tf ^he French take not part with 
thad| aod^visthe foHy o£ this nation (who believes 
'kei>ielf'fupofibr tO' all ^others, and the arbiter of the 
world)''tp tlunk too well efherfclfyhecaufc fhe is refpe^- 
ed as « frknd to the faithful mufTtilmans. 

The Jews (Invincible Vifier, Principal Minifter of the 
Empire, favoured of God), arc the curledef): race of all 
nations ; the Chriftians accufed them of having fet Con- 
ilantinople on fire; and greatly praifed the Greeks for 
quenching it, to Mditch,* fay they, they have no lefs con¬ 
tributed by their hands than the fervency of their 
prayers^; nnd that Heaven had preferved it from a total 
ruiu, becairfc of the fkcred itHcs of fo many Chrifiians, 
wliore>bodiDi he buried in our mofques. 

Tliencws whieh comes from foediga countries, does 
every day denote the difordcr there is in all parts, tbere 
•being nothing licard from the fide of Spain but fecret* 
confpirucies and pnUic revolts. 

The people of Catalonia are in a continUtd commotion, 
and fo irritated, that they give no farther quartet* to the 
Si^aniciids; and from Portugal there comes more fur*- 
^riftrig news. 

London is as full of difcjiiiet, new parties every day 
forming themfelves againil their fovereign Charles, mailer 

K 4 
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i>r thofc tlire^fo famous inantlsj whence it appearb, that 
the CodI df the Nazarenes is angry with tlicfe unbclkvfng 
people* 

I lhall Uot fail to infortn thee in due time of fuch 
events as deferve thy knowledge j for if things do not 
foon change their pofture, thefc countries, forfaken of 
Heaven (feeing the true law, edabHlhed by our pro¬ 
phet, is not received here), wiirfoon change their maf- 
ters, their manners, and religion. 

I adore, with the profoundcll humihty, and with my 
head lying at thy invincible feer> the autliority wliiph the 
fnltan has entrufted thee wkh, and which thouMefervek) 
as well for 'thy faithfulne& as the greatnefs of thy ac¬ 
tions. 


Paris, ftoth of ^hc ift Moon, of the Year 




t , r J i . 1 ^ U / t i ' IJ 

XXIv*^raGAaA 

Since 1 received thy letter,^ t^c inlfcks ^ 
memhrance, I imagine rnyfe? mncA*better, I make two 
meals a^day. I walk about m tjhe morning, ipy appetite 
increaiee i I have no ^ore of tWe‘ naii(eoM belches; J 
ran* read longei j 1 flcep a-nigtits mifte Jyu^dly: 
Vet 1 cannot fay t anj in perfetSt (ic fo lo^g ap^ill- 
ntfs lia^ deprived rpe that^wjuch t do npt fipif return, 
illiere is viantinj^ to my intclledt^ faculpes a certain kind 
..pf vivacity and readinclk in^ their operations,' vvhich is 
cxtRcmdy abated; but V know not^wlieftcr this be an 
cffedltrf the pain I fuffered/ or w’^hlkWit ^omCs not 
-from nature wealtened/ as lailf ja| advancti^'to 

tKrow itl&f, as ft were,'' mtj^'\nc anns of death, Vlivh k" 
rs inofe ccitdin^ror lie.' I would wittingly entertain 
tliee'bn ihe condition wherein t find myfclf, could 1 
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overcome t’le weaknefs of my cliipofition, andtte,9o|d- 
nci^of the fc-iibn, which pierces me, iiiaugre all ii^qans 
to prevent it in this icy climate. The ink I wr»te with 
ft ec/c*' on my pen, and a body may fay the fire freezes 
too, wanting, as it docs, its ufual aflivity, the cold be¬ 
ing lb fiiaip that it cxlingiurties the natii ^"heat. The 
city wheie I dwsjl appeals on a fudden t a'^jfartiicd into 
eiyllal. the 11 nthem wind has in one night frozen the 
iixtrj and all tin fountain^, which wcic wont to qiieueli 
the thjrft: of a iriUion of people, are dned up. All trade 
feems to hive ecafed j the iieh au letircd to their fires, 
and the poor die erecpi ig ibcit the ilictts, wlicie, noV 
wrtliftanding the exercifcs tluy uL to oppoft the cold, 
ilicy feem already ftarved. The bread is become like 
marble 01 an haid Hone ; ^ll tilings ar^. fio/cn, and an¬ 
cient people afiirtn ne\ei the like lias happened m their 
dityv ot in the tunes of their fatheis. JThuc has been 
found, fome few milts fiom Pans, in the gieat loaci, t \ o 
mtenwblad m ve«y coarfe fiitfF, %vichdttt (lufts, thtir lef s 
nake 4 ^ Ik ids fiia\ed, and coids about then ni ddle, dc^d 
with cold^ they were foun 4 embracing one anothei, 
tlmiklng thciebj to communicate mutual I.v.. , to keep 
off, hf W Jeaft retaid, their deattis. Thefc people aic 
dtrvifcs 0/ ^ic Latin churchy which arc called caputhini^ 
v^hofe life is a continual pCnancc, They iifc in the night 
to them devotions, an<i Tpend their time In contempl i- 
tion. They live uppo alms which they rvccive of the 
Chiifii.ine, which confill of biead, and roots and hcibs ; 
ind Jf the charity of thefe l^azaiencs extends to thr* 
giWnjj^any tiling more, they ufe it with Cohiiety. ^^^rhejy 
on (trawy^ and aic obliged tq wear the habit night 
and day, which* js <ircadfu^ to look on, and in which ^cy 
me huried »ti«» they die. "V^en their occaiiotis require^ 
them to kraie), they ?Mrc not permitted to go on hoi fc-^ 
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back} in a conch or chair, but only in vefTels when they 
go by fea, or on yiver«, fo that they have oijly that grant¬ 
ed them which Cato was lo ‘afraid of^ and every body 
el£b but feoh^ which is^ to travel by water. 

Jn One» tlx'ir life is accounted a continual iiell ^ and 
they will be finely choufed if they hnd not a heaven 
when ttripped of their mortality. 

'Fhefe religious are under tlie dire^lion of one general; 
obferve a long fdence, which is a great virtue among 
them, and with this are fo exaftly obedient to tlicir 
head, that they have no will left. 

They have very r^bfeure prifons under ground^ where- 
into tliey thrufl thofe who fcandalize their order by their 
crimes ; for, notwithflanding the hoHnefs pf their rule, 
and the vigilance of their fiiperiors, to make it obfervt;d, 
there is twver wanting fome who w'andcr from the nght 
way,<and often make nh. of the efteem which men havie of 
Uieir piety, eo commit fuch enormities As would be^foiind- 
iy puniflitd by the men of tlie world. Thefe kind' of 
« dervifes cannot handle nloney without beihg guihy of a 
mortal fm. Notvrithftandlng thk profeffiou dt poverty, 
1 have fceu thefe dorvifes dreft up With 'grtale? mAgnifi- 
cence than our mufti, in the time When they celeblate 
their xnafics, afeendmg op to the great altUrv ebs^ed 
with the hneil linen, and thereon veiH m3nlni>o}4liSfed tvith 
«gold, the mod delkul^ly wrought 96 ean b^ imagined, 
and oft enriched with pearlA and pifetious dones. In 
•their facrifice they leat the*confedratedbread, wKieh they 
"‘"odl i^e MdSnsJhtfr bodyj which Wodt to place 

*on a p^te of due goldf^anid tbey^afifo put into caps of 
the fame metal, a liquor which they fay is changed into 
the blood of their God, as the bread into the bodji^ as 
'j^Toon as they have pronounced certain worlds which thef 
i^ret}y mutter* 
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The facrifice is olfercd, every day, and not only the 
pTOple arc prefent at it, but the greateft of the kjngdom, 
-'■mth their monarch on his knees, and in a fupplicating pof- 
tiire. There iland about the altar feveral (lately candle- 
iltcks, wherein burn white wax-candles, which render the 
facrificc ftill more folemn. ■" 

I relate to thee what I have fo often fceti; for I choofc 
lo be frequently in thefe infidels churches, and at thetr 
fokmn fcllivalfi, the better to conceal who I am. 

Yet happy i; he that lives fatisfied with himfelf, allur¬ 
ed he ferves God in the manner he will be ferved. Thou 
hall this good fortune, *and that of being in thine houir 
at .thine eafe. When thou gotft out thou wearcli a long 
veil down to thy heels, lined with foft and warm lurs, 
whim I am obliged to cover myfclf barely with a black 
Ihort clciivk, which fcarecly reaches bebw my knees, and 
Is too thin to refill the pieicing northern blalts, and is, 
in jbrutli, a very ridvculous habit; yet which I am oblig¬ 
ed to wear for the ftrvice of him whofc Have I am, wUicli 
ennnot cover my bandy legs and ilhlhaped body. X ex- 
pei^, with great impatience, the feaibn which overCpreads 
the gswdenawith flowci^i the fields with grals, and crowns 
the trees with blpflomB) and bungs back the pretty birds, 
who publtlh tlie joyful ntws of the fpiing’s approach $ 
that being the tiuM whemn I may oxpeft tny health. 

what r^nyuinf, thou wilt oblige me in makin|^ 
trial of my fiiendfiyp* rthat thou Ciayelt know there is 
not in all the engipht} o£ the true behevem, a moie faith¬ 
ful, friend, and one that jovea tbeemoreicoidially. Adieu. 
rsih« loth o£ the ad Moon, o£ the Year 1441 . 
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Thf Court of rrauc« is an aflcmblyof po1ttKuihi» vbo 
difco\er or hide thtmftlvcs according to their iut4?uUs> 
and aie inoic wont to hold Uiur peace than to tilk. 
They explain thcmfclveo in moie than one tnaiiineriOn the 
things w'hich they cannot conceal; and X drAw iiom them 
what is ntcefiiry for my inilnuFlion and thy information. 
There ha\c liappcntd fuih fudden and fuiprifing tuotiona 
in Spain as caufc confidtrablc advantages to be hoped for 
by France, which ftems to have had .. gieat band tn 
them, on which thou ma^ell make what icil..((\ions thou 
thinlccft convenient. 

The niwuntainfe which dwidc France from Spain 4rc 
called tli£ Pyrenees. Catalonia if a prQviiiee watered on 
one hand hy the klcdit.aiaoean Sea, and boiioided by 
Navalle ; it lies fituated at the jbot of thefc mountains. 
Th^ i>eopl<;( hawc taken up arm^ and Tigdrotiiiliy dppiSTed 
the CathoVc King'a nnuiileifstirand the Portuguefea hbve 
done ,t]ie fame dnng, but mkh difTciirnt iuacefa. Thin 
kingdom is comprifed w^itUn the ftatea of Sipaln, and the 
rieheil; lutder her dominion. > rider fvbuation iit arthinTitageii 
oufli l^ing hf-twuen Galicia ar>d Ca/lik, and watouad with 
the ocean, whicbbtingaht^r^itninienle'iiiehito. rti < *<« 
The principtd town of And 

Lilhon is the chief, town pf Pprtpg^d*!" Tlw,Arft.ha8f fa* 
ken for the pictencc of its iaf^^ire^ionyt the inkdeitciee 
'committed hy the rBpieft^&ktarpo|ts« which &r>4d the 
C^holiiy and wcre^qi^cred in thurpr9<fi;iC«;$ snd 
the cfthej Wing h^ng^ci^s^cealfid hat* alengUi 

(hakcp off the, Spfnijh y»h«y,ni?drf<.t up a th^h 

royaf rai^ 

tJM*? Count phvarezy |he Kh^g of Sp&ui’s 
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chief ininifttr and favotuite, defigninpr to moiiif) the 
C^lonians, horribly charged that country w Ith foldien, 
ftnt thither the moft licentious tioops to quartetj 
imagining to chaftife the pnde of this people in this maiu 
Hci', wichotit tiny form of proceft. 

This miniller'a defign has had fo far its ^d, the pro* 
vince being full of divilions and flaiif^lers) there wantlvig 
ntathing to complete their milenes. The foldiers rifercife 
unheard-of cruelties j they flicd, indiffeiciitly, the Idood 
of infenta» old men and women; overthrowing altais, 
and ruining temples. The moil courageous pcafants ga¬ 
ther together to repel force with fcice, a.id revctige 
thettifelves moft crucTly on as many of the CaiHliani as 
they can hght of, without fparing the Kihg^s niinlftAfs ; 
killing all they meet, feekinfg thoic wlio are hid, to jui- 
Tiiih 4hcm with the greateft rigour; raining after thofe 
who’feiifc thtir fafety by flight i not pardoning the \cry 
prieftiv if ttever fo little fufpe£ied.^ ' 

> Thjs Count of J3t. Gdlomme, QOmmiaded not longTin^e 
in iCataloiiia^ vikh die title of Viceroy; which 
mail’is now before God, where he icceivts the recoih- 
pcDc£s on ek^iremcirt8''nie* has deferred, being the ill ft 
vidim fooriliced^ touthe ^pbfcfants fury. His blood 
the prologue of a«d(ftn«l^ tragedy^ \ehich will not^ end' 
u itlioul moi c diftml otients toithc Spaniih mbnarchy,'an(l 
the Catalubiant ^thcfmfeHds. ^ ’ ‘ ‘ 

Tlic' vSbdroy withdr%?tr himfelf into the arfciial of Bar¬ 
celona at the fiift4ftfhree6i!f6(i of t'he pebfantt, ^here he 
waisl htefitged by a grcSft^mdltibfid^'Wf kldSfe feditiOu's peo¬ 
ple ; and> feeing he ciAild inSrl VeAiain thdre in faSety, he 
went out to go oh hoard gANte^4i groffnefi 

.of^his body hKideritig him from diaftcAfittg asr faft^s friOf^ 
\vho accompanied him in hh flight, he remained* iflbnc 
and, bjpHig drtd, fell Idto' !ay t^cad foi fom? 
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time on the fand between the rocka which lie upon the 
fea. His iervant, the only one that remained witli 
brought him again to himfelf by caftiog the Tea*water Ou 
his hee $ but be opened liis eyes only to fee his own de-* 
parfeure more nearly. He was fet upon in this condition, 
wherein he could not ftii himfelf, by a crew of blood¬ 
hounds, who firft {hot at him, and then hacked him in 
pieces, having tiiit (tabbed him in athoufand places. His 
fervant defended him as well as he could, in covering him 
with his body, but his zeal was fruitlefs ; and all the 
wounds he received fav«d not one from his mailer. He 
was an African, and had been ^lis Have. l"he courage 
and fidelity of n man of fo mean birth, deferves at (eafl: 
that it (hould be faid of him, that he died in imitating 
the virtue of thofe ancient Homans, ivlntli are at this- 


day praifed and admired by all the world. 

The viceroy’s death ftopped not the pcafutrts $ they 
piocceded to excedes fearedy imaginable; and their bar* 
barity made them commit fucb hoirible, together with 
fuch ridiculous adlions, as can hardly be expreffed. 

Thefe wretches went to the palace of the Marquis de 
Ville Franche, general of the galleys, where, ha\ing cut 
the throats of as many as they met with, they burnt aild 
battered all the honfehold ftufF, and can led in proceibon 
on the top of a pike a little brafs ^figure wliich they 
thought a black angel; which figure wos^ only that of a 
man, wherein a clock was included, whofe ingenious 
.^rings made him move his eyes ; whkh fight £0 furprif. 
thefe peafants, who had never ieen or heard of fuch a 
machine, that they remained in fuch a ilupidity, as re« 
tarded for fome time the eficfls of thdr fury. But there 
was one more bold than the reft, who, approaching to 
*Che piece, cried out, It was the ftimlliar fpirit of th/ 
Marquis de Ville Franche,. nd ought to be feissed on and 
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thrown into piifon to take away its power jV which he 
had.no fooDtr faid, but he laid hands on it, and tied and 
**%il>und it faft on the top of a fpear, and, with great 
Ihouts, walked it about the town. The ignoiant peo¬ 
ple, capable of any ridiculous iinprcffiona, as well as the 
women, who are not hard to be deliided» flSHowed them, 
convinced that the marquis’s devil was carried triumph¬ 
antly along the ftrecta. Having ran through all the town 
of Barcelona,, this .rabble gate the clock into the hands 
of the bilhop and inquifitors to exercife it, and drive out 
the devil, whom they thought capable of deftroying their 
whole province. 

Afiairs are carried on more ferioufly in Portugal, and at a 
more moderate rate ; the inhabitants of Liibon, as well as 
• the nobility, have treated the Caftflians with more huma¬ 
nity : They immediately dented a king, who reigns 
peaceably as heh of the Crown, and thereby afeertain- 
ed of being maintained by the aifedlion and fidelity of 
thtt. people. There is already news of his coronation-i 
the ceremony of w'hich was performed with great pomp 
and magnificence. The people, as a mark of their af- 
fedioD, hive .prei^nted a million of gold to their now 
lard; the clergy, fixty thoufand crotvna, and the nobili¬ 
ty four bundled; and the .new king has Uiktn oq him 
the name .of John IV, King of Portugal, inilead of that 
of Don John Duke de Braganzo, 

^ Never. any plot better fucceeded,. The Portuguefes. 
have driven out from -them a piiifFant and politic nation 
without bbodihed, faving that of a villain ; bnt of that 
thoo ihait heat more the next vOpportUnity; for 1 (hall 
carefully inform my felf;of the particulars of fo extraor¬ 
dinary an. event, to give'an exad account to the viiier. 
\t is laid King Pliilip is the moft onfortnaate prbee tha? 
ever afeended the throne, committing his alFairs. ^ the 
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managemei^t, o/-tinothcr; fo that it be faid the 
duke^ who reigns a? fovcreign in Madrid, has chofen Phi¬ 
lip IV. f^r his favourite. The miniftcr commands, and 
the king obeys; the :r.afl.er*s wcakncfs autliorifes the fer- 
vant’s power j the confufion of tliat nation bting fo great 
that thofe made by Hea\cn to receive orders, luc llie on¬ 
ly perfons who give theni> 

I kifs the hem of thy garment, with all the fnbmiffion 
poffiblf of a poor and humble flavc* 

Parifi, iDth of the ad Moon, of the Ymr 1641. 

( * 
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XXIII —To Dgnet Oglou. 

rp what pnrpofe doft thou bewail ihe ruins which the 
fire has cauf’d in Couftantinot le, if there be no remedy 
foi ,thc loifcs thou luifl fujffered ? Not all riie viher;> to¬ 
gether, nor the prince himfclf, whole authoiily Igiows no 
bounds^ could xcfill tlie fury of tliis ekinent. What then 
can we do, wretches as ive are, hiibh to all injurie& and 
difgratcs? Art thou the firll hoiiefl; man that has been 
ruined ? It is true, Heaven had enriched thee ; Thy 
chambers were hung with the fmeft Peifidu tapcftiy; 
tbO|U hadft a gr^at number ,of fluvcjs,, hijc gardens and 
bashing-places befet.with dch^ate fountaius ; nni(|t,tliou 
dc^air for the lofs of the greeted part of thefe ? (pom- 
fort ihyfclf, feeing tjbou art not in a fa^lt, nor hail con¬ 
tributed, to thine owji misfortune ? 

, Thou me, thnt tin;: burning -of the .cliief city of 
xj^prived thefiin one ihty of ajl the coin*: 
mpi)jtiea<.^/i^i:onv.cnieni ^8 tlwu b^^l^pured for 
y^ars; I aftfiy,cr thce^t^^^J^c.yifhifh gavp thee 

4? •'PS 

id pot taks from.thee, 

thy life at the fame time, 
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Haft thou fa foon forgpotten Seneca s Bemetrias ? Haft 
thou loft any thing which thou didft not receive from 
'^the liberality of fortune ? And if whatever thou hadft 
uas given thee, wherefore doft thou afflifl thyfelf ns if 
thou couldft not obtain again as much ? Stretch out thy 
hand towards heaven ; pray and bcfeecli: He that lus 
given thee once, is not hnpovcrilhed by the liberalitieslie 
has ftiowed ; but rather afle of him fpiritiial than theie 
temporal gifts, which do all wither and die. 

If thou liveft, thou wilt fee thyfelf in the fame coT\di 
tion againj 1 cannot gi\e thee a belter confolatiou: I 
will not lament with thee, it feeming to me a frultleis 
thing. If thou beeft dtftrcms to forget the loHcs t^ou 
haft fuffered, confider the great damages the fame fire has 
caufed to fo many believers in the fahie city wher^ 
thou bewailcft thy misfortunes,_ How mau^ people that 
had lefs than thee havt. loft thort ? And how many het- 
ler people than ihyfclf, as more' fobmittirtg to the trill 
i^f Heaven, have fuffered miferics infinitely greater than 
thine ? 

So great a confljgrafibn, wherein the chief chy of the 
' Olid fuvv itftlf near reduced to aihee, nnift ntcli have 
been a \ery difmal fpeftaclc. When I read the relation 
vbich thou haft made Me, I tremble with hoiroi t« fee 
fo man) magnificent llviifes land ftately niofqucs devour* 
cd the flames, and reduced to nothing; with fuch 
! iches, goods hoofehold ftiiff, “ttd Incftimable mcrclnn-" 
dlfes, public regifters, and choree manuferipts, whofe Iqfs 
can nevci be repaired, being become the prey of this elc* 
luent, which devours all things. ’But thou and Bare ndt 
the "ftrft, neither ftall be the laft*, ■who bewail the ntidSi 
of *our couDtlry. HoW ttjdMS in A'fia, how Many 
ih Greece, have heen''Mftt}Wb9' up in an iaftanft 
dreadful earthquakes 1 ''Atiff'hofc' iapff ruins are to ^be 
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found in tihc fomous otties of Sym and Macednnia'! ‘And 
how many tiines hare the ifks of Cyptua 
been ^threly depopulated! We fee not'only'themoft 
foHd 'ddidees perilh^ which are the works' of meni but 
even mountains annihlhted. There are whole cdtibfirfei 
which have (as it were) vanifhed; the fea hastotered 
fuch fpaces of land as might have made whole {nrovifiee% 
and which were extreme populous. How many pro 
montories do we fee, which were heretofore ceetxxm guides 
to pilots, but are now buried in the fands, and oaofoiof- 
tentimes ihipwrecks 1 And if the works of nature be 
expofed to fuch great ruins, what may mot mortal aaen 
expe^ to fufl^! But 1 fpend time in relating ordSdary 
accidents^ when I might remember thee of greater rami 
which the fire made ia the -fame imperial cityv after it 
bad been built by the great Conftantine, t« whom die 
bwed all her fplendour^ before the tnij^y and fuccefsfol 
empercHTS of the ntairulina»e bad theceiu eftabliflied the 
feat of their empire. 

Under the reign of the Emperor Leo, if I be not fiiif> 
taken, the whole continent lying along the Bofphorus, 
between both the feas, was entirely ruined by fire. And 
twelve years after, under the reign of Bafd, the famous 
Hbrary fo carefully colkAed^ and with' that -extreme 
charge and tremble, and which coofifted^of above two 
hundred thouiaaid manufcriptsi with the Ikin of a forpent 
two hundred and twenty feet Ibng, whereon were written 
the entire worka of Homer, was confiimed.'' The fire 
which h^peaed in the time of Jufiinieny might make one 
forget btbers.} the fmnous temple of St. Sophm, which 
IS at this day our chief mofi!|ue^ could not be prefinrved 
^ from tho fury ol the flames, being almoft udidUycouftim- 
ed'by it.' I fhall not mcmiouvthe'ruins whick have hap¬ 
pened 'By earthijnakes under^ the reign of the Empror 
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TitAo hioxhu Thcre^WM a fiur greater under .BasajefeJI. 
fur irPrusia, uf^ etattre city, with ite houfes, widb^euid. 
^thre^ thpufand iahabitaate, were buejcd in the ^traila of 
the earth !i which muft coavuice us there have been in 
afl .agee fuch evenla, as may inftru^ i» tosi^ear our mif* 
foitimes with patience; aad^ to believe a Providence, and 
fiihmit ourHres whotty to it. 

Let us (my 4ear friend) for once. rejQice in an oeen- 
iion wherein all others mourn: in that we are able to 
periunde ourfeim ** Thtrefia nothing here below deferves 
oUr ycare.” I do «iot day we ^ould laugh lihe Nero, 
wlwniho law Rome hunungf which he himfelf had hred, 
andlkng^ths paflages^of Homcnwherein] the coxiflapra> 
tiom •f*rT^y<in>'dbfci'ihed:, JUtb^r. do as‘^nca% who 
having ihfMl iMaE^ the'*lkmes:wihi^ devoutt^d hia eoun^ 
ftSfmi eftatc, hit lo4ehfr;gP^> hit ^her Ancbifesithii 
fiUittly and^ ]iiin£dlf beeinnc fhcre>.$bai;'fii^^ for aq 
e;kait^CttiAp |ioftflrity« iHe did not fpeadt hip time m be- 
waOoig the goods he had loft, but always kept an uo- 
dmnntcd ‘.nouftige ,in> Jh« of the tempeft which 

shneati;ped pii;ejPwhekn him as loon ati he was on the 
(«a^ and :Whifibi fotoad hup] to wan^r from port to port, 
void of aHibidp^pirfecuted by a gotldefs, and other gods 
who'Were ^ hec.^party .l^ and . having gallantly endurad 
.fo’many idifgracesk^He'became the founder of the braveft 
and nation "of tho uoiverfe. .dSneas, in laving 

• hisi gods and his father, who were the companioiw of hw 
fortiincy drew down the graces ,pf' Heaven, which put jm 
end to ^smiferics^ia.i^ttUBg him in a country where he 
laid tbc) ihrlt ^tfndations of an empire, which jQkncc has 
given laws to all the wprld* • , .' ‘ . 

i'Our/ftns.havQ.kiadled thp .fine at CoAftaptinople i the 
debaucher&s, impktfesi'hypoumfies, and continual rapines, 
which iemhin unpundhed, are'the caUleaofihedeftruflion 
of the famous city of the uni\crf«. 
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Can we im^ine> when God fends hisjndginents down 
upon us, that wc < an bt able to refid them ? Amend thjr 
h|e^ li thop defireil to be revenged fortune, and be 
prppl {againft all her daits^ Iiicneafc in virtue, if thou 
wofddeft be invulnctable; be as ^ood in 'profperity as in 
adveWity. Nothing but good worics can make thee bap« 
py in this woild, and live when this world Hiall be no 
more. ^ 

If reafon canned ftop our teara^ foitune, 1 ainfurev 
wdll nevtr^ do it< We feesi herein very Unreafonabfe; hr 
when v^e firft fee the dight wctwirep^ nod when we leave 
it, we groan* f n n 

XJve ever with, me merit neaiiy thdn an intitnate feiend^ 
and imitate (if a man itaay £0 exprefs hiinfelf) the hvey 
which' (accordii^ to jwhafc appeals to us) oonfutnes taU* 
thiitgi# hoid/coavefta them intQ it&ouhi proper fubftirkeft^ 
but which yet, according to the rules preferibed by it* 
(hfeofjor> Vttshs not the'tdity Jnoft.th(^0(^l})ele9tetlt»,•lut 

them umted^ waims ond ood&tvfs t God'hao 
endued n^n with an inflin^ which Plight to do' the fanft 
tiling; he has fafteneduheoi One tonnothoir with futh 
hopds ns n^hit^ cpn hreiikiiul meoa' the interdl<Ond 
mptupl needs which thty of onCt AOOthorf ^ Tfiem 
being no body that can >l>c tmppy Andt,beeome o£ 
himiblfy th^re mpit hatdepwidencics and oommenec, wHh^ 
ou( which it }s impo(|ihlc fo.have wWt ia ptce^iy. 
^rhftre » alfp a more refiond opmo;veic0!,4Q wtt, the marke 
of^iff(lcQin which men give one hnoilier^rfviccoure in ca&a 
of, need> xyhetbm* lof money lOr good oounfel; the latter 
of.wUdft 'ht^oh nthet .oaniibo<e]|pft4ted Ipotn % IsithfuL 

Vim zeui hr the^ MidSn/bf^Yaie iBa 
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XXIV.—ro the Biss* «///« Sea. 

) i 

T^if E veffels of Afdd ha^ agliiii been worHed Ify tHe 
infidels, the particular of which> muft needs be known 
to thee before theyhoold comb here,wiievediiede !ls tmich 
diiibourfe of the aocklent at CriDulette,> and the battle of 
Garagoe, to the great dtfadvantage and prejudice of the 
Mahometan name. Thcfe heathcnilh people make pub- 
’ lie xejoicings for the victories obtained by another ha- 
tion. Iti is faid, that of five galleys, and three other great 
vefiels, only One fiup {a«ed itfelf by ih'ght, fevtral behfg' 
funk to the bottom, together with the Admu^al of Cara*' 
gt)e,ithe>reft having hcca bsonght into Malta $ andijjiat 
there ibere fiv hnndned muifahnana killed; in whofe 
death our only confolation ta that they died martyrs, arid 
tlieir blood will cry for vemgoanoe againit the idfidels that' 
haver filed it. > ^ < 

It id hard^to'fihd’thb'ifle of-Malta in the chart, an#yet 
harder in the fob; it b^ing^ i mere atom 6£ iirviilble eatCh:^' 
But (it fo riotfo With thh kniglits, wlio*are riViSfleH*bf 
it f they being a hundred, oi^n feeu and fok by us. 

Malta>isib fotniiiajry^drhemM'tfre brought 'gp the brfiy* 
efit f^rksfo'Obfifiendoin, picked out frbm amobgAi fhe' 
moft fih 2 ilrfotti> fakttilfeau''^liefe'perfi>nfr' know nOt 
foaris) they have*implfiod )iipoti>theia{e}ves the hece^Sty' 
of >taw^di<l»ng dir d^gt; hiid tkef^rt thiy get the 
• maftery of ^Whatever ^tbCf htroisipt^} and With fhofe fov/ 
vcflfcls they havei'they make^ihe Ottotnan^fieets tretribV*' 
They* wear a golden evof$ ou'their^^lcmacbtf, Which is sJ* 
ways dipped In th^ ^ofothe faitbffil ’mu{ru)4aAs.--k 
Eclipfe this impious order, by oppoOIng the facred* filter 
of*the Ottoman mofHi"ag§ii^ force ijfrfofmal^'a 
number of knights. My zeal obliges me to fay fuch 
-things as may be troublefome to thee ; and which ptr- 
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haps 4lidh Vs well b*^ 1; whiVh iSf that I am 

perfuadcd thou will be the cdnqucrdr of thefe pirates, 
pTDvidd^ once tefoiveft to driw out in good earneit' 
ch^IbhnitiSr, ** and caft its (heath a'way.” 

Tlie king hew is vbry ^eti : He (aid pablicly, when 
he heard of the vidhry of the Makefes, that if he were 
not he fhodld dhoofeto he one the knights of 
that place. Thou wilt gain greater honour, and" more 
ttd]^iea will'he ralfed to* thee than were to Ariademus 
ahd'Cigala, if thou uOdertakeft effeftuidly tlie deftm^tion 
of this peopk. Thou haft trf/ pmytrs, thaf our holy 
Prophet would fttengthtsi thy attih; and'that GodiS^ordd 
giee thee 'ftftl favohr in the fight of Our moft puiftant em« 
peror, choftm to be the chief Commander of the World. 

Park, tjth of die 3d Moon, of the Year 1641. 


^ XlXV.—7o/^/noWA/tf VisiER Azei** , 

« » I 

An illuftnoUl woman of tike Hou& of "Satoff governed 
not long fince in Portugal,dfl[ the name Of f^hllipIV.* King 
of ^poin. ,Het name is Margt^m, and commonly refidCs 
at Lifl»on; but this piincefs, with the tide Of Vice> 
Queen, had not the credit or au^ority neeeilary t6 fu- 
ftain the dignity, though (he had otheiwKe anthk ptUdence 
aitd courage roquiTite thereunto. > ^ * 

Michael VaCbonoelli, her chief fecretaiy, hating ufiirp>^ 
qd all the authority, eanSed idl tilings* witli^a'high hand; 
to which he 'added a nMh gHping coveteminefs, wMch 
was nb leA diladvantagfoos to his miftnds^s repiitOtion. 
And the Marquis \,de la Puebk, a CaftiKan minuter, an 
accomplkeiof'Afafconoc^,’lnMi eftablilhod himfelf in '^this 
oourty.as a ngid confurerof aftHhc Vke^Qmen’s actions* 
^The Chnftians call thefetwo tnen two pedants, lit ovcv 
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the prmcdQit a« If C(;e ftiU been in her ,tQ 

correal jind regulate her a^ltionp# , jj 

' The £00 great ^u^ority of tbefe two miniftecQ hcn 
came at length a kind of tyranny. The nebHity cohim 
plained for the lofs of their privilcgesi people at 

tjbeir being ppprefied wlt]i taxeas which xuAde the inini- 
Qry of, V^fconce}]^ feem. infuppp^able* in which H was 
fecn tHp,\ice,-qi]jeen had ua part. Thia pripcefs not; hav- 
ing,^he P9^er to ,ftop the courfe of >thc mifehiefs yrhich 
beg^n to ,fpring^t^p« gavciadnee of it to the couijt of 
Spaiflf expe^ed ^thfpee "the refnedy. But whether 
the kjpg wfi 9 not in a condition toi give aoyy or .hiemU 
nifter^ concealed from him the ftate of thiEH^e, the ipif* 
chiefs increpfed# and Vifd^oncdli’a friends^ by excufiag 
him, made it almoft impoffible to avoid them. ^ 

When Margarita reprefented the danger wherein iPor- 
tugal ky^ ifar was heard aen weak 'md crednlous wenMHi, 
and was oftep accufed of being over timoroiu, which 
caufed a general revolt in this kingdom, which was few 
day in contriting, aiyl an few hours 4 r executing. > .* 

ffjthpu wik^h^ ?thy hutabk ^ve^ X'WUI relate to thee 
sill |ihe cirqumdanofsof(jbt great aa.ievent},wbif^ wiU 
feeni'avfab|n,<{hon}d,]Hr!e refer oiu'felves wnly to reafon; 
but which however M A real hiilory, as is oowVdU kn 0 w*n 
throughoinuhl^ i£tn'npflf t > > 

Never was there a greater hatred faetw'een two mtions 
^han that whickvaa^betweeh the Spantards and the Por- 
tuguefea I end they had one and the fame rel^« 

gion, and ahnpft the;: iapte humour, .yet it is not to be 
imagined how far>Vbetr mutual -ffirerijons carried thim. 

The Portugueiea have^ateommon proverb, Vrhich kyt, 
that, a man it obliged to treat and love another man -as 
hts hrother« whether he be a Turk,<a Jew, a Pagan, or 
a Moor, without excepting the mod barbarous of man¬ 
kind ^ yea, though he were a Spaniard. 
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They have lived with great patteuce under the doim*> 
nation of Philip II and his fucccfiorB* fince the death of 
their King D* Sebadian (who was killed in A£rica» <6 
a battle againit the Moors), whilil they were fu&red to 
enjoy the privileges which were granted them. More* 
over, they dill exped^d the return of their ibvereign, 
who was laid not to have died in the field, hot having 
long viandercd about in drange countries, wast in fine, 
about to return. But the examjde of the Cat^tthuis 
made them at length refolve upon what they now mce* 
cutedr The nobility Were the^ firfi that began ^ re* 
volt, and paded over thole hounds which tefysSt jdoet or* 
diuaiily place between tlie fovereign and hie futjeAik—* 
They alleged feveral pretences for their lebcUion} but 
the mod fpecious was, their unwillingiiefs to be faerificed 
in unjud wars, wherein the mod dangecQiis pods weie 
committed to them, as they feveral thoM repmehod 
l^hc duke, favourite and mirtider of King Philtp IV 4 

They immediately carried on their intehigenoes with 
great fecrefy; and when they cgpte to declaim thenfidves, 
the greated perfons confented to the confphraoy,^ the 
bolded amougd tliem haye qtccuted it wifelif great valour* 

Bon Juan, Bnke of Bn;^anza» is the greater nobk* 
man in tliis kingdom, and perhaps in all fipatOy and 
already of the age wlterein rneniarp to haao wiidom, 
togetlicr with drength €(|rho 4 y«, SRunlie »pt ior Inge* 
imity and (weetnefs of temper* He received the crown, 
.tftcr long prcfiiogs and ttiifMlJsls i and iodecd is the m^e 
worthy of it, as being lawfiil heu[ to It* 

Tfcfc favourite duke was weB eotmfk i»foa»ed of the 
reputatioB and s^uthority of^^he Bldm of Btygatica; 
and confidering hnu as a prioei Vjrh<^ lawfully, pre¬ 
tend to the crown, he nprfe ^ of to 

drive him out cl Portuga)» av ft^e lum pnjjf^ner. But 



JkVniKf TAttSk 


Bbok HI* 




having always teicd thk in sain, whether byreafon-of 
the oxtraordimry watehfuinefs of Don Juan, or that thit 
heavens, on which depend the -things here below, had 
othemife ordered it, it was impoifible for this mlnifttr 
to get fo good a prey into his hands. ^ 

'' ^his crafty mimiler has tried all ways, and fometimes 
made ofe of the fox’s {kin, and other whiles of the lion’s 
voide, to bring about hk ends. Sometimes he tried to 
dftfvr'lnm to court, offoring him the moft honourable 
etapioyt there, perfuadxng him to accompany the Ca- 
'^tbolie king in his voyage wito Catalonia. But the duke 
knew bow to defend himfelf againfk the fnare, and time¬ 
ly WithdlitW to Villa Vimofa, the ordinary place of hit 
abode ySMd whence he exiCilTed himfelf ft cm going to 
Madrid/ fottittimea for rirat he had not fufficient to bear 
his charge* aecofdtng to hfo quality in fuch a journey, 
and awheif whffos hn other pretences, with which the fa- 
-vourite <dufcts wts oh%ed feem contented. Though 
howaas^wotl ^ he fdgned himfOlf to be fatisHed, to put 
iff pW fft fe a eKqbhrfo piece" of policy he ever 

m ade l ife afJ r i ^ f 

kfor forty thoufoad jliilolee, to -buy,nede 04 K 
'tiib) fkttie tnwe ient him alfo the general com¬ 

mand of the trOops in Portugal $ with order to come (9 
£dfot»fi, med as lii||ll cohildble’ of the kingdom, to ob- 
foane tka^nastions^of ^ur Unksii Protrtnees, which thrfgtp* 
tlMiK’fipIfn and Pat'bugfai vritfo a powerfol fleet. But he 
Had* font rise'^ftOawbi^order tb D. Lopte d^OfliQs 
** Thou haft the doittifl&nd of tlSl* naval army 1 get ^im- 
mtdiotciy^iefofc' jMAtet' Doir Joao de Bra^nda hge 
ordeia flriU itnter the 

bditiSt and fonnediately depj^ 
tq I h|Td Ippoidted peo-* 

pie ftt cdn«tfy^«i Madrid.**^ ’ " ' 

ro/. I, 
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I>oh Lopd^f ccmld not execute his eommiinon; hi$ 
Uiihy X9!& loft in the Englifh feas, and it was written in 
b^ven, thRt Don Juan {hould live and be a king. This^ 
^%ce having failed, the duke had recourfe to another, 
Htrhich was, to fend an order to the Duke of Braganza 
€6 vlfit all thi forts on the frontiers, where there were 
'ftridi injun^ions to detain him. But he perceiving the 
jprojc^l of the Spaniih minifter, knew fo well to excufe 
himfelf from undertaking this bultnefs, that he made the 
defign of his enemy to vanilh this time alfo, and get 
leave to retire to Villa Viciofa# Thofe who penetrated 
not the artifices of the court of Spain, were aftoniflied 
at the accumulation of fo many favours and honours on 
the perfon of the duke ; affirming, the court had inten- 
tiorrs of raifing him to the throne, or bnnging him to thfr 
fcaffidd ; in which laft they were not miftaken. 

'OhVarez, who let flip no occaiion of laying (hares for 
Braganza, grew the more^obftinate by the difficulties he 
met with. He fent him a new order to raife troops, and 
to lead them himfelf into Catalonia, £q/f^\€ chaftifement 
of the rebels j this being of abfolute necelTity, piid he in^ 
^is lettefz, for the upholding of Uie Spanilh monarchy, 
-10 whieh the revolt of this province caufed great mif* 
tliiefs. ' _' ‘ 

The duke obeyed in pnrt j he raifed a oonfiderable 
‘‘number of troops at.Ids own charge | but he took care 
of his own perfon. He wrote to the .court to excuse 
•hirti from that voyage^ and added to his excufes moft 
eaifteft prayers; reprefentiog, that being iick of the 
^aiOrkl, ha had retired to^ his Own «ft«ae,.tc lead there a 
<^uiet Kfe,ifoee» from ^he vexations of biiftnpfs; which 
obHged'himvto eotreal.hit Catholic M&jefty to'grant him 
that reft, which^was the only thing he *Tho. 

Duke de Braganza's letter drew no anfwer from the 
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Spanifh minifter; but lus dcfigns were difcoverrd ; and 
the nobility forefeeing how likely they were to be brought' 
under a more ftridl fubje£l:ion, began to murmur, Taying^ 
it was their duty to lid tliemfelves of tliefe oppreflbrit 
who had folong peeled them, and fet up a new form of 
government. The poor, who fuSered moft by the tax¬ 
es, were the boldeft, and encouraged the reft. Some 
were for fetting up an derive king; otliers propofed 
the raidng to this honour the family of Braganza,. who 
alone feemed worthy of it. Some there were who were 
for putting themfelves under the domination of France ; 
and other perfons of credit among the people were fOr a 
dcmocratical government; and others again were for 
turning the kingdom into a republic. 

The nobility were in great perplexity in the choice 
they fhould make ; for it was not known whether the 
Duke of Braganza would receive the crown, in cafe it 
was offered him again ; for the .moft quaUfied perfons of 
the kingdom had propofed it to him. 

There was none but D. Gafton Cattique, a gentleman 
as eloquent as ftout, whom Heaven deftgned for the per- 
fuading of this prince, thjt could accompliHi it. He 
pretended to fight a duel with a nephew he bad; whom 
having flightly wounded, he left Lifbon, as a man that 
had brought himfelf into danger; and wandering about, 
from thence, uncertain, as it were, of the place of re- 
•treat he would choofe, he went at length to Villa Vi- 
ciofa, where having found Braganza in his folitude, her 
" thus fpake to him: ^ 

** I bring thee this day a crown, which the nobility 
of Portugal prefent thee $ and if tKdui haft the courage 
to receive'it, we as-e ready to put it on thine head. This 
kihgdom belongs to thee, as the undoubted heir of our 
natural and lawful princes. If thou accepteft of the 

L 2 
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Afown> the kingdom jnftly bc!ongs to tlise; and if thon 
not receive it^ we will chnofe ?raotlier fovereign of 
g^ter refoloeion^ and who is willing, to cominaml us. 
The feefftfe ihakes in King Philip’s hand, by 4%afon of 
dhe wars made agaipft hint from aU parts* Confider, if 
thou receivcft'liot at prefent what fortune pre'enta thee* 
thou wilt be obliged' againib thy will to obey another: 
Neither the nobilityi the dergy* nor the people^ will any 
longCf fuffer the arrogance of the Caftilians. It belongs 
to theCy at prefent* to declare, t^bether thou wilt reign* 
and be a happy prince. Allithe faithful Portuguefe 
breathe after thee, and defire thee for their fovereign. 
Kefolve to accept of what is fo advantageous, and let us 
done for the executing of our parts.” 

Bon Juan anfwered eoldly tQ fuch a bold proportion; * 
more affrighted at the peril there was in fuch an enter* 
prift, than Mattered with the hopes of poffeffing a king* 
dom. 

But in another conference, wherein the duke was told, 
the eonfpirators were refolved to raife on the tlirone an¬ 
other klng^ if he came not to a fpeedy refolution; tlie 
dutchefs his wife, who has a man’s heart, and is more 
courageous than her hufband* coming iato the coftverftl- 
tion, thus ipake to him with great afluranCe z 

•* My lord, the Cathoiid king has feht for thee again 
W court; at Madrid thou wilt certainly* meet with thy 
deatln and in receiving the croWn which is o^red thee, • 
fhou art Hill in danger of it'; but if thou- muft perifh, 
which|Way foeveir thou ffeeft thyfelf, is? it not more ho¬ 
nourable to die a king fn ihfue dWn country, than to dk 
in chains hf a piifdii’fi^ the hands of thine entmy V* 

' " So courageous a difcodffe brought Bon Juan *o a refo- 
ladon ; whler^rc he' fent Word to the not^tyv of BiS 
rrtdfhefs^ to Comply whH them. - . . 
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The confpirators were ready at the hour appointed foe 
the execution of thchr^dehgu; being wcU armed^ an^ 
each of them accotupanted with a good numbet of youhg 
men, who were to follow them, although they knew 
the defigp. As foon as ever the fignal w^ given* they 
all fet forth from the places where they yftirt affembled ; 
and tlwfe tliat were farthed diitant joined the neared, and 
all together foon ponelFed themfelves of the palace of 
the vice-queen; they immediately made themfelves ma* 
ilets of the guard, hading no refiddnce from them, and 
this without fpilling a d|pp of bloc^d, or doing any vio* 
lence. They afterwards cried out ail together, ** Long 
live the new king, Don Juan de Braganza, and let t^ten^ 
die that govern ill.** They feized on the vice-queen^ 
ami entreated her to' retire into an apartment, where ihe 
(hould be treated with the refped due to a princefs, bu^ 
npt obeyed as having authority to command' them. . 

Vareoncelli, who knew himfelf faulty, and to whckaa 
his con&ience reproj|cH«4i;his> crimes, in this moment hid 
btmCelf in a great prefs, unjder an heap of papers, wheze 
having .been difeovered by an old woman, he had imxaer 
diatdy hia tliroat^ cut, and hit body thtowa out at, h 
window; where he lervedTor fcmie time a May-game to 
the people; who left not one part of hit body free from : 
feme mark of their ind^oation. 

One of this minifter’s domeftics threw himfelf out at 
the fame window his mafter was thrown ^ not in a deiigii* 
of following his fate, but of faving himfelf; and he died 
withouuits being known whether it was by his fall, or 
the mu&et fhot which he received. 

Tire confedesates with as little tfau|>le Seized on the 
galleys and other veifrls in the ports, whence they drove 
tlfe BpanJaeds*- They afterwards commanded the tioe- 
q[uceo to retire. This prineefs thought ihe oi^ht on this 



LETTERS WR 1 TTCK‘ BY 


Vol. I. 


246 

occafioti to mfill on the greatnefs' of her 'birth; fhe 
threatened the cdnfpirators, and afterwards flattered thein» 
aifuring them of the clemency of King l^ilip: She fet 
before them the greatnefs of his power, and forgot not 
to fpeak of the authority of his favourite, who rauft 
heeds be much offended on this occaiion; exaggerating 
the offence committed againft her, both as a princefs, 
and depofitory of the Catholic king's power. But as 
well her promifes as her threats were in vain, and fhe her- 
felf was at length glad to accept conditions from them, 
who a wiulc before, by cunnjyance from the prince, 
might have es^ecuted an abfolute power. 

In eight days time, all the CaftlHans were fubdued, or 
driven out of the kingdom. All the forts were furrendcr- 
ed without any trouble to the new king, except the' 
eaftle of St. John $ which having made fume flight refin¬ 
ance, was fold for forty thoufand crowns by the gpver- 
BOlr. ' ’ . • 

The Duke of Braganza app^liced immediately after¬ 
wards in the city of Lifbon, where the people foon fhow- 
ed the affedton they had for him } the prifan doors were 
Ttt open, afidaH poor debtors freed,' and a great part of 
the tatei^'taken off. Such aA afiom'fiiing fuecefs was at¬ 
tended with whatever miglit fet forth the joy of the peo¬ 
ple, who folemnized th<! IPeftiVal with the found of trum¬ 
pets, and the noife of the cannon, and by ffiouts and ac- 
jclamatxons which reached up to Heaven, whom the Por-, 
^uguefes thanked for the liberty which they believed they 
had recovered. This event was accompanied, with -fo 
many‘miraculous things, that the wifeft as well as the 
▼dlgar Were perfi^aded^^it was' marked in Heaven fiom 
aU eternity by the finger of Cod. Tho^lergy, thevuo- 
bdity, the citizens and peafanta,'^ere^profofokja^thtir 
liberalitiect on thsa occafion, to give' their new ^ fovereign 
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ample marks of their aii^£lion; and even the p<|or hid 
their mifcry, that they might not leffen the public joy. 

The Spaniih veflHs which returned fiom the new Woildr 
which then entered into the ports of Portugal, remained 
at the difpofal of the new king^ the pilotsjjot knowing 
what had happened; fo that the coffers of the prince 
were filled thereby (as it is faid) with fome millions. 

The king was exalted to the throne in the lad moon 
of the lalt year; and wife people do hope he will reign 
very happily, all the planetsiieing too well difpofed, not 
to make him finllh his r|^gn with the fame foitune as he 
began it. 

The vigilant Fortuguefes have ordered out fcveral^vcC- 
fels filled with good fc^dlers and neceffaiy provifions, to 
feizc of places and ports which this nation poileffes in 
the new world and in the £a(t Indies) and it is to be 
fuppofed they will meet with good fuccefs, if fortune 
prove as favourable to them in America and the Indies, 
as fhe was to them k Europe. 

foon as the Duke of Braganza was proclaimed 
king, .he fent manifeftoes into all parts, and difpatched 
coui^s and ambaffaidors to give advice of his promotion 
k the courts of France, England, Holland, Swedeland, 
and Denmark* it is not to be imagined the Joy vthich, 
this adventure gave tw Uie Catalonians. The king im¬ 
parting to them what had happened, offered them alfo his 
aflffdnce ; and thefc people anfwered him with the fame 
offers. And this is the end of fixty-three years of the 
defpolic authority, wliich the Spaniards have ezcrciled • 
on^the Portugttcfet. 

The news of lb flrange a revoliifeioft having been caiv 
vied unto Madrid, hear, and eonfider wcU the unhappy 
^nditkn of the Catholic king} to whom his kvoucke 
t declared this news. 


*•4 
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'** Sir,*^ iaid he, I come to rgotce with your ma- 
jefty at the good news I bring. Your majeily is now be¬ 
come mafter of a coniiderable dutchy. -Don Juan de 
Bragatxaa has had tlic buldnefs to make himfclf be pro* 
claimed king of Ponagal; ban thereby fallen into the 
crime of Ixix majeflatis: All his dtate belongs to you, 
and is devolved to the crown, and his perfon will fuon he 
in. your power." 

, Don Juan was fon to Theodoiius Duke of Braganza, 
^grandchild .to X>onna Catharina, who was the daughter 
of Don Duarte, brotluer to XJenry Ring of Portugal; 
and Philip II. Ring of Spain took away the crown from 
^is Cathadne, to whom It is faid it did rightly belong. 

The titles he aflames, are, Ring of Portugal, of Al- 
garves, Afiic on both hdes of the fea, Lord of Guincy, 
jpf the navigation and commerce of Ethiopia, Arabia, 
Perfia, and the Indies. 

This ndw king is not above thirty-ieven years old, of 
a middle <hture, but well prpportlooed; his &icc inark- 
yd witj) fmaUtpez, his hair inclining to yellow,, an 
jiquiihie aofe^ high forehead, >^HveIy eyes, his^znopth in* 
.dsi^jrcnl grolit, and a ms^fculms vtiice. His carriage k 
gmve, n&tSls great modefty in kk clothes, is ten^erate 
,in hjs diet, affable to aU forts of' peojdc, unlefs Haves and 
filch as he believes are hypocrites $ and his common word 
is, ** That mean clothes adll keep out the cold, and or¬ 
dinary meats fatisfy hunger." 

This prince is not much verfal in hooks, is of an 
Imalthfbl cooHitution, loves laborious c^ercifes, efpecial- 
ly hunU'ng, wherein he is never tired* He is aUb muA- 
cally given, and folight of heel, that there are few pco* 
pjc can outwalk hinu 'He is wqat to go,to bed late and 
^ early, as knowing that iieep docs take oS lyuM^h 
man’s life ; and to complete his happinefs, he has chd- 
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(Iren of both fexes. His wife is a Spani(h lady of ex¬ 
traordinary merity to whofe marvellous courage good 

qualities he owes his crown. 

The kingdom of Portugal contains one hundred and 
twenty leagues in length, forty in breadth, and has fe- 
vcral millions of fubje^s, comprehending^hofc in the 
two Indies. It has three hrchbiihoprics, and eight bi- 
fhoprics, keeping ordinarily forty vetfels, which find ports 
in eight places of the country. They can maintain thirty 
thoufand foot, and feveral regiments of horfe. The re¬ 
venue of tliis kingdom may amoxint to twenty millions of 
geld, reckoning in the riches which. come from the In¬ 
dies, Brafil, Angola, and feveral other iilands. 

The French monarch will hold a good intelli^diice 
with the Houfe of Brnganza; England will enter into 
an a^iance with her; the pope will concern himfelf on 
neither Ade ; the emperor, united by blood and intereft 
to the Spaniards, will be an irrecor.cileablc enemy, but 
unable to do them any hurt; and the Hates of Hol¬ 
land will And greater advantage than all others in this 
ft range revolution. Thcfe are the fcniimcnts of thofe 
that pretend to penetrate into the future, and to know 
more than others. And if it be true that this new fbve- 
reign has had, as all men in his place would have had, »' 
fecret dcAre of being king, he baa fo well concealed his' 
ambition, that it is to be fuppofed he will prove a moH 
judicious prince, that will uphold his authority more, 
by his wlfdom and prodencre than by force. The juft 
God cut Oiort the conrfe of his ill deAgUs, fhould he have 
the courage and dcAre of revenging one day the d|£fth of 
his predeceftbr Don Sebaftian, on the* faithful muAuhnaas 
of Afrt’c. 

Thou wilt find, invincible Vifter, the faithful and re* 
Mahmut als^ys ready to ex^Ute the order* 

to A 
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which thou flialt fend him for the emperor’s fcrvice; and 
ready to obey the leaft figns of, thy viftorious hand to 
deaths whether natural or violent. 

Paris, 15th of the 3d Moon, of the Year x64i* 


XXVI.<*>-7o ENGVRuti Emir Mehemet Cheik, a 

Man of the Law* 

Tell me this oitcc, whether thou beeft alive and at li- 
berty; and whether thou doll really love me, or only, 
pretend it. My friends return ho anfwers to my letters, 
which makes me Hrangely ignorant of all things; I know 
only by conje£lure that wliich is never fo little doubtful; 
and that which is certain cannot be known here truly as , 
it falls out, as being related according to people’s paffions 
and interefts. There is no body dares write to roe freely 
what he thinks; arul there are few that w'ill inform me 
of .what is come to their knowledge, left their letters 
Otould be intercepted. 

I know, very well we have a new mailer, but I know 
not W'hetber he be thought a more able prince than Amu. 
rath, and has the fame courage and fancy for war. The 
Chiaus that lately arrived in this court of France is very 
referred to me, and makes a myllcry of every thing. 

Amurath is dead : Thofc who fay he wns cruel, yet 
declare him to be the moft dexterom, valiant, and com* 
pletcft man in his empire. The Chriftians are fools, who 
\f ill not hence gather, that our monarchs moft certain 

* *'4 

maximi to reign with authority and perfed iecurky is, 

** To make themfelves be feared, and not to be.lhy of 
fpilling the blood* of thofe who ferve them ill, who are 
iufpeded by them, or may prove troublcfome to them.’* 
Thofe ttdops of mutes which abide always in the fer£ 
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gliO| ready to obey the lead figu of thofe M'ho give them 
orders, maintain, increafe, and render formidable the Ot¬ 
toman power; for the empire would never be at* peace^ 
but in continual trouble, ihoiild all the fons and nephewa 
of our fukans be fulfered to live ; and Nve (hould have a 
who^f nation of piinces, who would be always a>biting 
and tearing, and ruining one another by civil wars, as » 
often feen to happen among the ChriiUans. Whence this 
certain maxim is prafliftd, That it is better it (hould 
cod innocent perfons their lives, than not to dedroy thofe 
who may be faulty.'' 

Indeed, I mud confefa, I knew not that Amurath him- 
felf killed with his own hands his own (ider. Thou that 
knowed the fecret of this tragedy caud tell, whethbr he 
• was tranfported to that excefs, becaufc (he anfwcred with 
great haughtinelfs to the fukanefs her mother, who ie> 
prehended her on fome fecret love (lie entertained. If 
this be the cafe (he died, not innocent, and I have a great 
curiofity to know the particulars of it.. 

But do not relate to me the uiihap(^y end of his two 
brothers, Bajazet and Orcan, led thou make an old 
wound bleed afre(h. Poor princes, what crime have 
they committed, if their brother reigns ? Cruel king 1 
How great was thy inhumanity, feeing they obeyed vvirii- 
out murmuring. 

But Amurath was'a dreadful lover, who tamed his paf- 
^ fions with a poniard ; he ftabbed the mod beautiful of 
his fultaneiles; and for what reafon ^ The Chridians par¬ 
don him the blood of his brethren which he fpdt, of h*g 
(ider, and of the brave Facardin, feveral vifiers,*of h» 
frieuds', and fo many brave commsm^ders, and dludriouar 
perfons, but they will not pardon him the death of a 
^drefsj for they cannot conceive howia prince^ a muf- 
fulman; can play the hangman in fuch a delicioua place,. 

1 . 6 
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where be has nothing to do but to think of giving his 
love agreeable marks of^ his pafCon. But you will tell 
«me, perhaps, fiie was fo bold* as to wear in his figbt, flow¬ 
ers and perfumes which came from his brother: It is 
certainly a great crime not to 6bey thofc who ha¥c all 
power to command us ; but h is a greater crime |d ky 
on commands, to have an occaiion for cruelty. They fay,, 
a man which does fuch. an' afiton is a monfler, but I do 
not fay ib. ' ‘ - 

Biform: me what the new Sahan Ibrahim does, of his 
humour and inclination. It*appears be is ftill infirm, 
and llupified'^wkh his long imprifonment. What altera¬ 
tions has bis entrance into the empire produced ? Will 
he be fanguinary as his.brother was, or gracious and mer¬ 
ciful ? ' ‘ 

Speak to me^once, my dear friend, with' all freedom,, 
void difgutfe} is he aiAoroufly mchned 1 I much value 
fuch princes, for they ‘are generally mild ; and this pa& 
fion foftens them, how cmd foever they may be, makes 
them liberal, and Grangers to covetoufnefi^ that cruel 
monfter, which douds and fullics the brightefl virtues.-— 
How many perinns are employed' to'choofe fine women 
for the feragho, 1K)‘ contribute to ibrtdiim’s jileafupe ? 
Happy wfQ the handfomdl Women of Aik be. But the 
eyes of thisinonarch will be made like other dUen^Si which 
' 'me not a1 wayeutUured' With the jgreateft beauties. Hence 
it is that we have fecn in otiT emperor's femg^io, kdies, 
’ which foi^ffed Jb oharms. tdl'otlwrS, and yet died vir-- 
gins^ and ne;^e£te4 by tlilm to whede pkafures they were 

The ChiauB hae >mly informed me, .that TbraHtm ap¬ 
pears dfteh dh horfeback in the dty, an^leems a juft 
' nqd mererfu! ptihee, and defigne to make ilie Ikepheud' 
Haftein, prime yiier*t he >^at.w{» ^ bog tlic eompa- 
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pion of his prifon. It is find He ofterv made His ep« 
ployment to divert Ibrahim ift his confinement^ by play¬ 
ing on his pipe, and. making him difcoucCes without art, 
and extreme inooceut, of what he did wU(.a he kept 
iheep. He told ,me al^o, that he often went for his 
verfion on the Black Sea, to take the air,*and enjoy that 
liberty of which he was lo long deprived; that he is alfo 
much.dehglited with the reading of Greek books, efpe* 
teially Xenophon and Plutarch ; that he is very devout, 
though not fuperfthious, according to the Icumour of the 
devotees of our law, who will have our foverelgns be im¬ 
placable enemies to the Chrlllians* If this be nccelTary 
to falvatlon, to perfecute a religion contrary to ouis, 
what will become of all thofe who are dead, and never 
did It ? 1 am of opinion, ** That true holinefs conhiis nt 
doing good, and living in charity with all men.’* 

The inhdek with whom 1 live at prefeot, for the em* 
perork fervice, whofe iubje^i I am, do glory in their 
ftriS. obfervance of this precept, whidi is in theit reli¬ 
gion, and they'^are happy if thej keep it. But tell me, 
doit thou think our emperor is not like to have children^ as 
is already reported, and that lie cannot live long. They 
are n«t ^oly.tHe idb pec^e that talk at this rate,, but 
thofe whofe intened obliges them ta know who is to be 
the fuoeeffor ; and of the folideft think it will be 

the King of the Tartars,; and that thofe of the laoc of 
Mala Hbnkair will be excluded. • 

. This race is really iHoRridus^' but ev|ecy body knows 
not the rife of it. Thb head of this family defeen^ fi4m 
TameHaMe; ^ou koowcil the rdR, and I wM isof difputc 
with thee about genealogies. - ^ 

Whatever pailTes here below is Ici^lincurtain, that them 
accufe me of kapnidenae in difeotirling ol thiogi 
at this diftmee } tatffedtf Ibrahiiii maybe a'fatker 
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by this time. Pray to God. who difpofes of thrones, 
makes races endure, or decay; merit from him, by fall* 
ings and prayers, and beg of him, that he would give 
me the grace to live blamelefs, and die innocent; that 1 
may enter with thee into heaven, and there enjoy thofe 
unfpeakable good things which are' referred for the faith* 
ful. 

Love me, though diftant from.thee; and let me have 
tokens of thy friendihip, by ftealing fome moments of 
Icifure from thy ordinary bufinefs to write to me. 

Paris. 25th of the 4th Moon, of the^Year 1641. 


BOOK IV. 

LETTER I.—n the Fenemhh Muftf, Prince of the 
ReU^on of the Miffulmans^ 

'I'here is now found in one man alone, whatever feve- 
ral perfons of great ingenuity coidd acquire by long ex¬ 
perience ; and this man is Cardinal de Richlieu, to whoft> 
reputation thou art no ftranger.^ He was deligned, h‘ke 
thee, for the affaira of his churchy and dedicated to reli^ 
gion \ but he is not fo much employed about them, but 
that he applies himfelf with as great care to the afiburs of 
tM; v^orldand it is he, who under the authority of the 
king Ms mailer, governs the fii&irs of the French. 1 
obey thee, venerable ipufti; thou haft ei^oined me.to in¬ 
form thee of the ptuticular a£lion8 of this famous pre-' 
late: But 1 ihall not fay much of him, it being impof*^ 
ftbk toTathom hiiRt He is the moR deEterous and fubtle 
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politician that lives in all the countries of the unbehevers. 
The famous Greek Lyfandcr was never. fo conniug; 
uelthcr did Tiberius ftiow half fo much diflimulation at 
Rome, nor judgment in affaits, as he ; no not in the time 
when he fet himfelf to remove his rivals, and take away 
all obilucles which might hinder his obtaining the cm* 
pirc. He interprets all the doubts which arffe in his re¬ 
ligion ; he is the arbiter of rewards and puniilimentSj and 
the king, who knows his zeal and ability, leaves to him 
the dire£rion of his kingdom and people, which he go- 
\enib and leads as Jacob led the flocks of Laban. This 
cardinal wants only ^(5** ait which this great patriaieh 
had, to make men be born as he pleafcs, as thh holy If- 
raelite made the fheep. ‘ 

There came fomc days fince a pti*fon from Germany, 
who went immediately to the palace of" this minifte;r» and 
fent him word by his captain of the guards, that the let¬ 
ter B was come. The oiHcer was unwilling to deliver 
this kind of melTuge to his mafter, and therefore dcfired 
the German to explain this riddle ; but he only told him 
laughing, that the cardinal’s alphabet was like the fa¬ 
mous knife of Delph, which lerved to all purpofes; fo that 
he need only mention the arrival of the letter B, and he 
would be underd;Qod; wluch was no fooner done, but 

t * 

this German w'as privately introduced into this niinilter's 
clofet, where he had a long conference ; but 1 could ne¬ 
ver hear the fubjed of il. 

He that by his'word created all things, increafe thy 
health; and make thy authority ever admed and feared^ 
even in Rome itfelf. 


Paris, ajtli of the 4th Moon, of the Ycj|r 1641* 
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11 .—* To thi^ Reis £r>£NDi» Prinapal Secretary of the Ot’^ 

toman J^mftre^ 

J COMB but now from learning an ^venture, which yet 
happened ftmie days fince \ but all things are carried on 
with fuch fecrecy in France, that it is alinoft unpolhble 
to know any thing before it is made public. 

There was apprehended Iicrt, in the lull moon of Ja¬ 
il uarv, ceitain ruffians, in the Imbit of hermits, who were 
to afihtlinate Cardinal Rich'ieu. 

'niefc wretches confefled before the judges, as foon as 
they wcie put on the rack, thc^^ intention of killing the 
king’s favourite, bccaufe he was no friend to the Duke de 
Vendofme,\vho is natutalfon to the deceaftd King Henry 
the Great. This adventure has greatly furprifed the court;, 
each man fpeaking of it according as Lis interefl; or af* 
fe£lion inclines him. The Duke of Vendofme’s friends 
have declared themfelveB againll the cardinal; and this 
ininiAcr’s creatures have much aggravated this attempt, 
to render this prince’s family more odious, and heigiiten 
the cardinal’s reputation. But the Duke de Mcrcseur, 
the Duke of Vtndofme’s fon, rode immediately to Parw 
with the Duke de Beaufort, his brother; the Erft incogs 
nho, to confult his friends, and the other to prefent him- 
felf to the cardinal, to obtain that their father might juf- 
tify himfelf befoi’e the king, firom the accutation laid 
againll him. 

The grandchild of Henry the Great has lince defired ' 
to be confrcdited with the hermits, and has obtained it ; 
but hb departure at the fame time into Ri^taiid has 
wrought much asnazement. ^ 

Some fay he hji/ taken an unwife courfe, and others 
ittg no; becaufe - he could not prudemly expofe himfelf 
to the tellimony of fuch wretchesi who would not matted 
wbat'th^ faid.' 
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'However, tlicfe hermits were publicly etecuted, and 
their accomplices are not yet difeovered; neither is it 
yet known whether any perfons of quality have had m 
part in the confpiracy $ which is not the iir \ that has 
been carried on againil this favourite ; and- it ih believed 
will not be the lad. He has a great many enemies ; and 
the abfolute authority with wiiicu he governs, by the fa¬ 
vour of his prince, will always raife him fuch adverfiries 
as will either ruin his fortune, or take awa) his life. 

If I write not oftener to thee, thou oaglitcft not to 
think my a&6don ever |hc lefs. Set davifii in thy regi- 
iler what I inform thee. Let me have thy friendihip and 
protedion in things which are juft, and change not <thy 
opinion of me till 1 am changed myfclf. 

Paris, ijth of the 5th Moon, of die Year 1641* 


I ji^i I—uwjojie J^r^.^M^ ga>eaeas K^ "T'ig 

III .—To the KAiMACftAM.* 

JvLivs MazaAiki, a man about iorty-dve years of 
A fohd juc^pnem, and incredible penfpicuity, inf 
whofe family I knOwr no more Jbiit that he i»<or^inaUy 
from Sicily, and bom in Italy, in the chief city of it, Rome, 
is lately introduced into this court* He has by his iag^p- 
nious carnage gamed tlb;f favour and confidence of Car¬ 
dinal Riohlieu j and be begins already to be employed 
in the mod important bufineft. Thofe who make re¬ 
flexions on the alLirs of the world, and carefully ea|p 
mine the extraordinary talents of this Italian, ar^<<^er- 
foaded one may expeX great things from him; yet, 
however, the beft way is not to babally in judging cif 
the good or bad qualities of a man^ He has already 
been employed in quidity of pleoipoteottary of the King 
of France in Piedmont, to negotiate an aoGOflomodatioA 
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between all the princes of the Houfe of Savoy ; and he 
has laboured fo fortunately, that every body is alloniAied 
that his iirft undertakings (hould meet with fuch happy 
fuccefs; efpecially confidering the hatreds and preten* 
fions between the Dutchefs of Savoy and he^b*’otli€r8*in. 
law. Thou mhyeft remember that I wrote to thee tliat 
the differences of this family were like to laft, and unh'ke* 
ly to.be determined withoirt great bloodflied, both of the 
French and Spaniards. But Mazarini, who is a moft 
expert courtier, and dexterous actant, has ended this 
affair much to his mailer’s hoopjar, to the fatiafa^oa of 
'the parties interefted, and the cardinal, who procured 
him this commtflion. He eilaHifked the peace in Pied¬ 
mont, and, an union betwixt the parties, by bringing over 
to the French intereff two men who were enemies to it, 
who were, Prince Thomas, a captain of great reputation, 
and the Cardinal of Savoy, his brother, a perfon of a 
confummate policy, and an excellent foldier, though a 
churchman. 

It is mentioned in the .treaty, that thefe two princes 
(hall be received into the King of France^s prote£lion; 
that if the young duke without chfldren, and the 
Cardinal marries, his children (hall be the heirs of the 
ribtte of Savoy; and in de&£t of thofe Prince Thomas’s, 

It is moreover declared in the flmc treaty) riwt the 
Ring of Spain (hall be fongbt to, Jtuucbiag'tthe liberty 
of the wife and diildreii of Prince Thomas, who are de-, 
gained prifbners at Madrid ^ and he (hall be aUb folicited 
to fu:jenderthe placfes he holds belongingto the X>uke 
of Savoy; and in cafe the Catholic king^ihall-not re- 
‘ffore them, andii^at liberty the wife* and chibdrem of 
this prince, he be eddiged to feeve againd the feid 
king in the army of France. It is moreover'inferted 
’mong thefe articles,'that tlve mod Chridlan King 
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procure a marriage to be made between one of the cbtl* 
dien of theTaid prince, with the Duke of Longueville’s 
daughter, who is a rich heirefs; and that France fliould 
never make any treaty with Spain, without comprehend¬ 
ing the liberty of the princefs, and the afor^faiJ princes. 

Prince Thomas is now expe^ed here; and it is faid he 
will command the army of France in Italy agaiiift the 
Spaniards, it being certain they will never leftorc what 
they have once taken, neither will they fel their piifon- 
ers at liberty. 

The king entertain‘ng^himfelf fome days paft with the 
amba0ador of a foreign prince, fnid to liim thefe woids: 

** When the Spaniards lhall icflioie to the Duke pf ^a- 
voy the places they keep from him, I fliall willingly 
difeharge myfelf of the burden of the governmuit of 
thofe I keep.” And the cardinal has publicly expreff- 
cd himfelf to this purpofe : “ That his mailer’s dcflgn 
was only to humble the pride of the houfe of Aulltia, 
and reduce it to fuch a condition, as that ils neighbours 
might have noXuch great caufo of ft at from them ; fee¬ 
ing tbi^ kaift tnotion of theirs raifed alarms, among them. 
That his endeavoura were not laid out in aggrandizing 
the dominion of France, feeing the bounds of it were 
large enough already ; lus 'intentions being only to jjive^ 
hU fuvercign the laft pti< 9 of «tf his zeal and alfedion, by 
leaving the kingdom in a profound peace, which might 
make his majeily beloved of his neighbours, and feared * 
by thofe who art jealous of his greatnefs and po.wer j he 
being heieby the arbiter of Europe, and reignin|^ole 
abfuiutcly by this means, than if all their eftates belong¬ 
ed to liim.” What I have written, to thee, happened 
fome time tinge } b^it what I npil^o inform thee of, 
Js quite new. , , ,, 

We have an account that the princes of .Savoy hare 
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not kept their word with the Kidg* Cardiaal Richlieu, 
and Mdzatim; and deiigns are now taking in hand tb 
punifh fo great an affront j and thcfc are bufied in thoughts 
of revenginnr a widow pnnecfs, who has been fo long 
forced to behold bloody tragedies in her houfe» by th« 
wai3 wliich the princes of the blood make continually ; 
wheitin ftrangers do iotereft ihemftlvis, who rum tl»e 
efldtes, and keep them up in perpetual difcord. 

This bulintla will caufe new troubles in Italy, afidT 
thou flialt thtiefore not fail of intelligence of^the particii- 
hrs. However, the princes of Savoy are blamed by all 
the world, and charged with want of fincerky. But tlsh 
being almoit a rule amongft the Chriftians^ “ to obferve 
their word no longer t'lan* they find their advantage in 
It thou needeft not therefore iniich wonder at what 
thefe princes have done t Whereby thou wilt know, that 
a mean interefi being the motive that feta them at work» 
and which i» all their reafon of ftate t he that will one 
day equally judge all the worlds and can overturn all the 
univetfe in lefs time than he created it» wiU deftroy the 
little powers of thefe weak polfticians^ wlm aekncjwtedge 
the law of the NazaritCi to the immortal glory of the 
venerable and hoty name of the faithful muirulmans. 

>^ans, 25th of the 5th Moon, of the Vear 1641, 


IV .—To Dqnet Oglou. 

I' itfl forget myfelf, if I forget thee j but thinking 
often on myfelf, I cannot forget thee; becauie thou art 
my fecond felf. Be^perfuaded, 1 fpeafe my heart, and 
Uiat 1 have no defign but that of loving thee, that 
tliou mayeft anfwcr me with the fame affefb'on | for I dev« 
fite thy happxnefi as i do my own» 
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l am endeaTOuring to pxooufc thee the confhknce of 
the inTiDcible Viiier Azem, without his porceiviog my 
defigii; and this is the beil manner I could deviic of do¬ 
ing it. Thon (halt pretend to fccdre front fome friend^ 
which thou (halt leave at Palermo^ the memoirs which T 
fend thee with this letter; and it will not ht difScult to 
make it be believed* thou holdeft a cortefpondence in this 
town of Sicily* confiderii^ the time we have lived there 
together during our davery. 

The auguil vifier, who rulcp and. governs the empire 
luidtr the orders of the ijgoft mighty and dreadful poten¬ 
tate of the earth* will receive by this ordinary, rni ample 
information of extraordinary events which have ha|)pen* 
ed in Poi-tugal; and 1 have alfo informed him of the 
firange revolutions of Catalonia* which do much weaken 
the ftrength of Spain* and notably mortify the pride of 
this haughty nation. 1 have made known to him, that 
Portugal has already made choice of a king, and that 
Catalonia is departing from her allegiance. But 1 have 
given him no account of the choice memoirs which I 
fend thee ; with which thou mayeft make advantage* if 
thereby thou cand had the way of introduemg thyfelf to 
the Graftd Vifier. , 

Thou mayeft then fay to this great minider* that thost 
haft received the memoirs thou prefenteft him with* and 
affttPC IRm fhdtt haft Ifanflated' thefiS but ©f the Italith 
Jnto Arabic ; and thou muft tiunfcribe them with thine. 
own’tiand* that they may not appear to have coene from 

I^C.. ■ ' * < , V , . 

The King of Spain* Philip II. died of a (hameful 
dMeafe* which happens only to baOvircopte, which ap¬ 
peared a chaftiiemete from ^heaven* for^l^aving*' ^e 
yid* nunfttered the people which dwell is the countries 
fiibjefl to hifls, to moke known to all natioiss tht great- 
■efs of his power. 
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' It 1*8 certain this monarch reckoned as far as 750 cities 
ere£led into bidioprics; therein comprehending 60 arch- 
bilhoprics: That he had abbies 11400, chapters 92309 
as many collegiate cathedrals; pariih churches 1279000, 
hofpitals 4000, confraternities 25000, congregations of 
feciilars 2300, houfes of entertainment for pilgrims 3009, 
46000 convents of religious people, and of virgins 13500; 
with 15200 chapels wherein mafs is faid, as well in pub¬ 
lic churches, as particular houfes and prifons. 

And after an exad: fearch, this king found, that to 
ferve fo great a number of cl^urches, monall cries, con¬ 
vents, hofpitals, and chapels, there were 12900 religious, 
monks, prieils or clerks, amongfl; whom there might be 
found 12400 prieils, which celebrate what 'the Chriftiians 
call the mafs. And to maintain fo many people, it was 
computed that the revenue-for this amounted to 3,000,000 
of Roman crowns, without reckoning the alms which 
were diftributed every day,> which amount to the fum of 
4,000,000 of gold. 

The curlolity of this piincc went farther; he would 
know the number of all his royal officers, govepiors of 
provinces, towns, caflles, and citadels; and, in fine, of 
all officers, as well of.fea as land, judges, juftiejaries of 
^^kinds, and of all thofe who liad patents from liim or 
his viceroys; and he found they were 83900 who were 
employed under letters fealed with his hand, an^ 360,000 
who had them figned under liis principal miniflers. , 

He jvQidd not know the number of perfons that >lived 
in dates, led he fhould become too proud, and to 
p(event his fa}l, faid he, into the fin of David; which 
he yet could not yoid in his own perfon, as I have al¬ 
ready faid. Gojr having fpared' hi^ futjeds, who had 
•thefwife fufifiaently fufferedk ^ 

One ma) now |ay, that this puidant moiuiPchy begins'' 
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to be diftnembered by the lofs of fo many provinces, 
kingdoms) and places; and that Philip IL kn^w not 
the full extent of his power; Philip IIL knew not the 
greatnefs of his forces, nor the riches which he poirelTes, 
becaufe his minillers governed him; and P^p IV. not 
ieeing when he might fee, could not fee at laH when he 
^^'ould. 

1 think 1 have laid enough to thee to be undcrllood. 
Do now what thou canft, to make thyfelf underftood 
by perfons to whom thefe advices may be agreeable or 
profitable $ and if thou Relieved, the knowledge of thefe 
things may be acceptable to the invincible viiier, who is 
one of the lights of the worl.d, endeavour to procure tjie 
favour of this great man, who governs all the faithful, 
* and to whom the Divine Alcoran ferves for a law. 1 
embrace thee, and cordially kifs thee with the bps of my 
foul, if a man may fo exprefs himfelf. Adieu. 

Paris, 4 {h of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1641. 


V.—-To the Invincible VisI er Azem. 

T'he pods which came fome few days pad here, have 
brought ill news. One of the king’s armies has bee^e* 
feated by^in army compofed of foreigners ; at the hea^' 
of whom was a prince of France, and feveral malcontent 
lords who foUowcd him. This lofs has much alHi^Ied the 
court, and Paris feems to be thunderftruck. people 
difeourfe and argue hereupon according to their dii^irAt 
humours, mod making the lofs grenter tlian it waC But 
thofe who have lod their kinsfolk threaten revenge; 
and only thofe^ithat liave heard of^c death of their 
^ friends are fikut, becaufe their grief is above expreilion. 
But all in general appear in fuch a condematioiii as would 
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make »tmtn imagine this ftrokc is irrepBrnble t To tm it 
is, that lo0«9 dvc infufFerAblc to thoio that ace not ac- 
cufiomed to Ivfe. 

One would think, to hear tbs French talkie that the 
Spaniards are already at the walls of Purib^ and that thele 
rebellbus princes are ready to give an aflaulc to this 
great town. They have retired into a place which thep 
lay is impugnable, and which bdongs to a. FreBisb lord, 
which place is called Sedan, and it is not hr tbenta 
where this bloody battle wan fought, wherein the king's 
pany were worlied; but the o^lconicnts ace much af¬ 
flicted at the lofb of their general* who was killed in the 
heat of the fight. Some fdy.be died by treachery $ others 
by the enemy ; and there are who afiirm, that Cardinal 
RicM'cu got rid of^ him by means of an ailaffini 'whom ' 
he entertained in hi3 troops: Others idlu fay hci killed 
himfclf, by lifting up the vizor of his hdnet with bis 
piftol, which difchaigcd iticlf: Howcveri thcre^s dead 
in the perfon of this piince, a prince of great valour. 

I {hall make thec a recital of this adventure; I fhali 
learn thee the motives of this war; inform thee who 
were the malconttii'ts, and theii qualities; aud, in hne, 
by what cabals this temped is laifed ; that thou mdyftii 
knspr, great and pi incipal prop of the Ottoman ^emptre^ 
that ambition and jealoufy cAufis diCorders in FnmMa at 
well as in other countries. i 

Xtcwis d« Bourbon, Count de 5 oj|fluns, Was a ptsuctiof 
the blcQ^ he had fuch a fleneanQ^ ia im lyuuidi. as 
dh)ut;^ay all fiom him, who once came nim him; but 
haying got ov^c this huaapur, which. dif(ddigedii<eviafy 
body, he became popular, imd fo cowhemai. u»«u lie was 
now followed ;i> afdch.jto iMtiitMdi&PiMl diefom* He 
ufed the aobilitj^^gs becpvnpi |lieisri|militp4.kad iraquiied 
•the friendfhip of other princca, andtbofe of iufcrici^ rank 
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could nut enough admire him. He was adored by the 
foldicry, beloved and cfteCmed by the people ; and he 
had, in a word, fo behaved hiixifelf, that he liad gotten 
the general apjilaufe. 

Cardinal Richlicu has a niece named Madaan de Com- 
balet, who having been married to a gentleman, afpired 
to an higher match, feeing all things to give place, and 
humble themfehres before her uncle. 

The cardinal defigned by the marriage of this niece, 
to procure himfelf fuch a puifTant prop, that nothing 
ihould be able to oveithr(^w his fortune, or oppofe his 
authority ; he pretended alfo, his life would be more in 
fafety ; and that fuch an alliance, with thofe he already 
had, would put him out of a capacity of being ever at¬ 
tacked by any enemies, fecret or declared, whofc num¬ 
ber increafed as fad as his authority. 

Several affirm, this prieil had ambition enough to give 
an heir, who might one day afeend the throne; when it 
appeared by the queen^s barrennefs, the king could have 
no child to fucceed him. 

But tjic ftatc of affairs being changed, he took other 
meaftii es ; and .tllinking of hWng the count in his al¬ 
liance, he caufed the propofhls of this marriage of his 
niece to be offered tlie prince, by one of his moll inti-, 
mate confidants, who offered him at the fame time 'con- 
fiderable fums of money, and dignities, to make him heir 
pf all his vail ellates, and to procure him the greateffc of¬ 
fice its the kingdom, which is that of conftablfiaww 

The Count of Soiffon’s anfwer to him that inad^«.fie 
propofid, was a box on the ear} being in an extreme 
paffion at any one's daring to offer hini a match fo great¬ 
ly beneath him, -wheai Madam de Comoa^ was the wi¬ 
dow of a gentleman of mean condition, and niece to a 
/ fW. /. M 
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cardinal whom he hated, and himfelf a prince of the 
blood. 

The cardinal’s mefTenger, defirous his negotiation fhould 
l^ucceed, was not repelled by tliis affront. He infilled on 
the virtue of the cardinal’s niece, faying, flie would be 
courted by the greateil in France ; and added farther in 
commendation of this lady, that (he was a virgin, al¬ 
though manied, becaufe her Imlband, out of refpeA, 
dared not approach her; and that heaven has fo ordered 
it, that this adventure Ihould be found written in the a- 
Ttagram of her name. c 

This miniller could not diflemble hie vexation at the 
refufal; his cholcr became exceflivc, and he rcfolvcd to 
praAife his iifual maxim, of violently perfecuting thofc 
whofc frkndlhip he had fought with moll eagernefs.” He 
therefore wholly fet himfelf againft this prince, fpake all 
the ill he could of him, publicly tlueatencd his enemy ; 
but he valued him not, looking on the cardinal as b-' 
neath his notice. 

In the mean time, the cardinal plotted to put his threats 
into executiou, and brought the king in, to countenance 
• him by his authority ; whi^h obliged the count to ab- 
fent himfelf and make a voyage into Italy, to avoid the 
^im he was threatened with. Vet his voyage lailed not 
long, and at his return the cardinal did aH he could now 
to win him; he procured him fuitable employs in the 
armies, and made him at length be declared general of 
the luii^ fent on the frontiers of Picafdy. 
yc1^Jlis haughty prince received all with indiffcrency, 
faying openly, that a captain was given to the army* and 
notan army to a^piain. 

' The grandc^'OT the cooit^who obferved ffer off what 
pfdled in this intrigue, iaffend. of mollifying the count’s 
humOury they could to 0 iarpeo it. The Bake of 
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Orleans, the king’b brother, who was^ always this ixum« 
tier’s enemy, linked himfelf with SoilTons; exhorting him 
not to yield to the cardinal’s purfuits j and it is faid" he 
drew a promife from him under his hand, tha^ he would 
never accept of the marriage propofed; and they after¬ 
wards fwore fidelity to one another, and that they woufd 
join together for the deflrudlion of the common enemy j 
and for this effedl they took meafures with Prince Tho¬ 
mas, of the Houfe of Savoy, w’ho is at prefent general 
of the Spanifti army in Flanders : They afTo brought the 
Duke de Volette, and fc\lral lords of the kingdom, into 
their party, Almoft all the confpir^tors were for killing 
the cardinal, and the time of the ilroke thould be when 
Jjie vifited the quarters of the army which beileged Cor¬ 
bie ; hut the count alone would not confent to dip his 
hands in the blood of a pricfl. 

But the Duke dc Valette, who faw the danger where¬ 
in he was uhen the confpiracy came to be difeovered, 
rcfolveJ to fhcltcr him ft If by the blackefl treachery that 
could be imagined : He difeovered to the cardinal all the 
accoinplites; of which the Count de Soiflbns having no¬ 
tice, he fpcedily withdrew to Sedan. I fhall not make 
thee (invincible leader) a dcferiptlon of this place, whiqh 
regards on one fide Luxemburg, and on the other France, 
it not lying in my way to make draughts of fortification! 

•i I * 

like an engineer, but to give 'thee a full account of what 
th’e infidels do, and difeover their defigns, wh eicby_ thou/ 
mayeif gather what may n^ake fox* the ddvan^gcot oi|p^ 
great monarch, ^<rhofe power cannot hi ftifiken, but^by 
the entire overthrow o‘f 'the uAWerfe. ' 

Sedan is a dominion which foriherly^'Seldng^d to 
Dukes of Clevc8,''who^Vei^ fivcrcighs Und at tile 
fync time Dukes dc Ifouiflod'. ' ‘I^cn' the count was 
this ptace? Kit thought' 'KJttfdit ^fc ; tKe ^iitifi^chsl' dtf ’ 

i 
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Bouillon} wlio was the mailer of it, by the teftament of the 
lift of this Jamily, declared hlmfclf of his party, either to 
mali^^war together againfl: the cardinal by open force, or 
drive him out of this kingdom, or to get rid of him by 
death. Here it was they made their fecret treaties with 
thofe who commanded for the Spaniards in the Low 
€0th2tn«a.; and^ prince, af the Hoiife of Lorrain en¬ 
tered into their cabal. He bears the cardinal as much ill 
will, and appears as refolutc as the reft for his deftnic- 

tion : ILe is called the Duke of Guife. 

• ^ _ 

Xberc wanted only to this pi rty the Duke of Oilcans, 

, the king’s only brotlier; and therefore the Duke of 
Guife difpatched a meflenger to him, who fold in one 
fday both his maftcr and all the reft that were of the con- 
. fpiracy. He difeovertd all the.lecrets of,the cabal; and, 
,the better to carry op l^is deceit, be caufed himfelf to be 
.^apprchended.and thrown jinto,jprifon, having 'given his 
^ifpatcbes to the king’^s broth^", winch he had ’before 
fbowed the cardinal^. This traitor was not' contented 
^ with revealing thefe gentlemen’s fecrets yvho had feht 
.him } but alfo made it appear that, the prince, the king’s 
brother, was guilty as an accomplice of the' Others Re¬ 
bellion. Thus |;hefe great men, grown defperate dt Uic 
•^dhcoveiy of their ^pri^efts, whicfi were^ contrary 

. lOt^ their fovercign’s ipterefts, and the kingdom’s, were 
forced to throw thcmfelvcs in'to the arms of the Spahi- 
.ards, and to join lyith.them. . *■ * 

^ ,raifcd trpops ^imongft their yaffafe and 

Indbds, and openly declared thcmfelves; and fought with 
great valour^ as^l Have already mentioned in the tie^n- 
spng pf my iettf?/ The kind’s army ras been very ill 
handle 4 * advantage was wholly 

pn the confelnerates hd^i but it has coil the Count of 
Soidbns his ^fe, who was general and chief of the party f 
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and it is at preftnt difputcd to whom is due the honour 
of the victory. 

I proftrate myfelf continually at thy feet, to kifs, with 
all humility, the dull of them, alTaring thee thou haft m 
me a moft faithful Have, that will never chaqge. 

Paris, r 5 th of the 8th Moon, of the Year i54i. 

VI.—To So LYMAN, hh Couftny at Cor^Qantinople, 

Pontius Pilate was an honefter man than thou. He, 
although a pagan, excufed Iwmfelf of the falfc fentcnce 
he ftiould pronounce on the Chriftians Meffias, by 
ing his hands before the Jews who fought his death ; 
and thou that art a Mahometan^ as 1 am, and waHieft 
thy whole body in the baths at Conftantinople, in the 
prefence of our fii^ds, accufeft and condemneft me 
raihly without any fcruple. Thou ufeft me like a rogue, 
fo raalicioufly art thou fet againft me, who am of the fame 
religion which thou profefTeft. How canft thou juftify 
the hatred thou beareft me, in endeavouring to make the 
Kaimacham believe 1 have been corrupted by the cardi¬ 
nal, who is the King of France’s chief minifter ? Add¬ 
ing, that he ought no more to heed my letters and rela¬ 
tions fent to the Sublime Porte (where lie pAftratc'all 
the powers of the world), as not written by an Arabian, 
but by a facrilcgious heretic; that 1 deceive the mufti, 
fo j^enerable for the authority which he has in fuch' an 
holy religion, of which he is the worthy IflSSTf and^t 
I amufe him by my letters, the better to couc£il my 
change, feeing I adore in my heart, and publicly profcfs, 
an entire fubmiflion to the decrees of the Roman prelate. 

The quality of thy coufin, which I ^ave whether 1 
will or no, is fo far from withholding thee, that 'il is 
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made ufe cf to carry on tby pernicious dciigns. O, un¬ 
worthy kinfman ! infamous hypocrite ! Thou wilt difcrc- 
dit me, and break off tise courfe of my employment, be- 
caqfc I ferye effectually the gieatelt prince of the uni-^ 
terfe. Thou approvedil not only my conduit when I be- 
gw my endeavours, under the ordcis of the miaiders of 
the Divan ; but thou applaudedft me, gave me praifes r 
And now> when all the miuiiters are fatisded with me, and 
approved of my behaviour, and gave me their commend*** 
ations, thou art the only man who thinked it fitting to 
traverfe me, to obfeure my reputation, and biackeu my ~ 
actions. Is this the fruit of thf dudics with Hippo at 
ilipJliens, to whom thou owed thy knowledge of Greek 
authors, whicb thou fo greatly bragged of? Anfwci* 
me, unjud couiin. What is thy de%n of having me called . 
away by thy bafe defamations? When did I pffend 
thee, and whcvcin, I pray ? But tby artifices, how great 
and malicious foever they be, will not prevail over thi; 
finceiity (]ff my, heart; and as I fiiall always exadly per* 

form my duty, fa 1 fear not the lofs of my prince's fa- 

% 

vqur; he will approve of what 1 do, and thou wilt die 
w^h envy and defpite. 

jl needed not hive been mldjikes I might, have feea 
th^ falfcnefs of thine heart by thy countenance.. Thou 
'art an Heraclitus, always melancholy, and out of hu- 
mpur, that cannot rejoice, diould. Heaven favour our in- , 
viipcible monarch’s projefls. Thou art a falfe Zeno, ^ 
who, under the affeded appearance of a Stoic, conced'd ‘ 
a whofe critical humour is always biting 

on)the\6:ions of others. Nature has covered thy face 
wijrh fadnefa, mixed wu’th a deadly paltncfs, becaufc thpu. . 
art always bufied About fome doleful matter. In like , 
manner it appeajp, that Pytliagoras has inllruclcd thee to , 
little, a& knowing thou art not fit to fay or do any 
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thing but what is huuful. 1 know not what is becbmii’ 
of Ifouf, having no account of him. I 'am afraid thou 
haft corrupted this my kinfman, that I might have no 
ally or faithful friend. Thou haft not failed to Inilruft-’ 
him well, having given him fo good an example; and he 
has, without doubt, been fo ungiatcfiilas to imitate thee. 
He b returned from Mecca, and makes me no aufwcr, 
giving me no account whether he has made the offering 
for me on the mountain, whether he has faciificed the 
fheep, whctlier he has dlftributcd the alms I enjoined him, 
and whether he will fend me, as I entreated him, a fmall 
piece of the old hangings of the facred inofquc. But I 
will not concern myfelf fo much at what others do, mj 
intention being to complain only of thee, becaufe others 
•offences are not comparable to thine, thou having not left 
one ilone unturned to ruin me. 

Continue then in thine ill nature : 1 write only to aU- 
quaint thee, that I am not ignmnt of whatever thoit 
haft done againft me. There is nobody but dd Babt 
thine uncle who can work a change in thee: Go to him| 
be not afhamed to fee a man who is employed in the 
meaneft works to have more judgment than thee : Show 
him the infirmities of thy foul; or, to fpeak better, con- 
fefs to him all the ill things thou haft done, if thou haft 
any intention of becoming an hoheft man. Although 
he be but a carpenter, he know's better than thee t* 
form the mind; he can teach thee how to polifh and 
CquaTiC thy foul as he poli/hes a piece of o^ik|J|j 53 |g^h ne- 
' ver fo hard and knotty. 

He IB perfeftly inftrufted in the law; he is brought 
up in the principles of religion ; he will guide thee, if 
thou wilt fuffer him, in the way which leads to perfec¬ 
tion ; he will not permit thee to lie; he ihill put theeod 
making reftitution to thofe whofe good name thou hall 
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’iliTijuftly taken j and he will comfort thee, if thou becft 
really forrowfiil for the ill thou haft done, and if thou 
ftioweft any regret at thy former piirpofes of dcftroying 
a kii&fman that loved thcc, and ftill wiflies thee all kinds 
of happinefs, if thou repenteft of thy unjuft perfccutions, 
and if, of a bad ccufin, v.'luch thou haft been, thou wilt 
become a finccre and hearty friend. 

Paris, aoth of the xoth Moon, of the Year 1641. 


r 

VII .—To Dgslt Oglou, ' 

I sAv not that thofc are foola who are in love, but muft 
needs think that thofe who believe lightly, are not over-* 
laden with diferetion. It is hard for a man always to 
keep himfelf from falling into a palHon ; but it is not fo 
hard for a man to keep himfelf from believing things 
with too great facility, and from being caught with 
falfehoods, which are tl^ moft coullant attendants of wo> 
men. 

Thou haft fpoke tlie truth to me, in fending me the 
balm and aloes I wrote for; and I (hall not'anfwer thee 
with lies, in fpeaking of Dana, who is the fubjcfl of 
the letter which I received from thee. Let me thank 
thee, without faying any thing of the prefent thou madefb 
me, which is very magnificent and acceptable; and fuf-^ 
fer me to complain to thee freely of the hurt which.nno- 
has^^ofie me. I need not confult my regifter to 
remember whatever I wrote to tliee about this Greek; 
my heart, which is yet full of it, rcpro.ichcs me every 
moment for having faid too much to thee on that fub- 
jca. Jl 

Never any thing appeared to me fo defircable as that 
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herb which liomcr called Ncpente, to cure we rof the 
cruel diilemper with which I am tormented. This ptince 
of poets makes a queen of our Egypt to prefent this ad¬ 
mirable fimple to Helena, which has the virtue of appeaf- 
iug immediaLcly all dolours, and makes us forget the vejt- 
ations and ofFencts olFc.cd us. Eiit thpu wdirnot undey- 
iland rne, unices I tell thee ch’arly, that Daria has Fot- 
getten all the piomifea flie made me, as foon as ever^ (he 
\va:. from me, not rcmci'ibcring in any foit my love. It 
is tiue, flie wrote twice to me Fiiicc her departure, but in 
fo Cold a ftyle, tlinl it is plainly feeu her heart is as cold 
as ice to me. As foon iis ever flie faw herfelf in the arms 
of her huiband, flic made him a facrificc of my paflion ; 
and the hetUr to make her court to him, and perfuade 
. him of her fidelity, flie delivered to him my letters. The 
husband laughed in redding them, and faid to her, in 'a 
jeer to me, “ A lUaii then fo defpcrately in love, has 
Otijy ligheJ and wiotf ?” ** He has done lomclhing moze 
(leplicd tliis difl'embhng woman), having promifed to fend 
me a box of white balm of JMecca and aloes-wcjd, to 
jyt rfumc me, which yet I do not expe£l to receive foon, 
and peihaps never j for if INluhnuit be not become a fool, 
he will as foon forget me, as I fliall certainly forget hiin.V 
And what hafl: thou promifed tills'barbarian replied 
immediately the huiband. **" I promifed,’’^ replied Daria, 
“,|tp fond with my picture that of the mod chafte of all 
women; which yet 1 do not pretend to do without your 
confent, nay, and command.*^ 

, What 1 now inform thee, comes frortrtP^^ce wly^ 
makes me not at all doubt the certainty of it. Bdt hav¬ 
ing learned by what 1 relate, the virtue of this womans 
now hear what the hufband's was 4 t^ho having feen my 
picture, and commended the painter that drew it, em¬ 
braced tenderly his wife, whom he refpe^ed a moil 
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fingular example of conjugal fidelity. Thou wilt won- 
dcit at Daria's weaknefs in (bowing him my picture ; (lie 
did do it, and her confidence has turned to account, (he 
having received u thuufand chafie embraces for a recom-. 
peniOk Thou feed: here the haf^inefs of the Chrifiian 
women, who have hulbands who take fo favourably the ‘ 
offences dune them during their abfetice. 

In the mean time, Daria's pi^ure does not conie ; (he 
returns no more anfwcrs to my letters, which has difeou- ’ 
raged me to write to her for fome time. My pallion be¬ 
gins not to be fo violent; and this great fire which con- > 
fumed me will foon turn into alfics. I have been mighti¬ 
ly miftaken, for it is only araongfi perfons of an equal i 
condition where true and lafting fiiendfliips are to be 
found. Let us love, my dear Dgnet, let the bonds of ^ 
our friendibip be fuch as will never break nor be diffolv-, 
cd. Daria n really a great example of fidelity to h€r>} 
hu(band ; but (lie is alfo an 'example of iiiconffancy and' 
treachery to a loyer who had facrificed ail to her. 

I am refolved henceforward to love no woman; and 1 1 
am ceitaiii, my dear friend, that my refolution (hall hold. 
Rejoice with me at my cure, and believe, that if a fine 
and charming woman difordered my brains^ the good hu¬ 
mour and patience of her huiband has brought me again 
to my frnfes. My adventure (hijuld make thee careful 
to avoid the like ineonveniencies ; but thou canll not rpn 
that rilk^bcing happy wHth the other muffulmans of Con* 
ftantinople, who have Ims whivh retain and hinder them* 
fiEgpi faTSl^f^uo ihc like irregularities. 

I h'opc alfo thou wilt give over being my rival, if thou 
hafftcver had any kindnels for this ungrateful Greek. If 
'men. muff love once m their lives, let them have a care of 
fidUng into th^e exceffes which deprive them of their 
icalbn, them repent of their love all the days 
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cf their lives. My repentance is great j and though my 
pillion be not wholly extind, yet 1 feel a joy which 
makes me know, that I lhall by degrees loie my pa$on' 
for her. 

Thou mayeft well be tired with this long dtfcourfe 
but I lhall end it, in fending thee a defcription ^ich unf 
of the greatcft wits in Spain has made of women. 

He fays, ‘ “ I'hey be the fources of life and death; 
that they are to be confidered as fire, becaiife they ufe 
all that come near them as that clement docs ; ytt they 
give man a certain rieceffary heat: They are fine things; 
bring joy to families and \^hole towns ; but are danger¬ 
ous to keep, enliaming all that comes near them, and re¬ 
ducing them commonly into afhes. They ufually give 
great luftre, but this lu&rt is never without fuch a Imoke 
as darkens the underftanding, and makes them often Hied 
tears who only behold them. He that has no comnicrce 
with women, I'pends his life in melancholy, and yet they 
are feldom feen without danger. The way to manage 
them is not to do exeeffive lhing»for them, no more than 
wholly to^ hegleft them. A man oft obtains them cafily, 
and conimonly lofes them more eafily. Fire and a wo^ 
man afe exaiJlly the fame ; and he that faid women arc' 
fires which buim all things, has faid likevrife, that hre i« 
Ifke women, which c6nfiim£th all things.** * - 

But our religious Arabians have fpoken yet more ele¬ 
gantly, when they Wrote, “ That 6od made a particu¬ 
lar pfradife for them ; becaufe, fay they, Ihould they en¬ 
ter into that of men, they -would Ibon clffl^e"*it intq;^ 
hell.** 

Eve played her part fo well, when Ihe wad feduced fay 
the feipent in the terreftrial paradilc) that Ihe deceived^ 
her fponfe alfo, that he might lie under thuj like condeiu- 
nation. But,however, this (ex having, Bmodg'fb 

la 6 



I.ET1ER8 VR11!^£U BY 



f Vol. L 


defers, fomething that is amiable^ let us love tbon at 
lealt bceaufe of their ufefulnefs for continuing the fpecies» 
but not for ^eir beauty; wliofe enchantments corrupt 
' the mind, and hinder all the excellent operations of it; 
-for men perhaps would be angels were there no women ; 
vl mean bad ones; for good women, as well as good 
men,,can do no hurt. Adieu. 


Paris, aoth of the loth Moon, of the Year 1641. 


VITI.—Ta CARCpA at Vienna, 

X'hb courier which is now arrived has brought me let* 
ters and money from thee, I (hall receive the money up* 
on the bill of Exchange, when it is doe^ under the name 
of Titus. I am extremely obliged to thee for the <are 
thou haft taken in procuring k me,‘ being ’in. -tk country 
where good words are of no-Creda:. >1''have received al- 
fa the box, wherein is the balm aud'aloes fent me by my 
friend Oglou, all in good condition* sHid come iosgood 
time. I want only to kifow how it is whh Ifpuf; for 
he writes no more to me. I am informed'jbe is returned 
from his pilgrimage, and yet has not Cent to thee what I 
deftred him to brtug from Mecca. . • t* 

I will not complain of any body t if I do, k fhall • be 
of myfelf. Take care of the letters I fend thee, and Jet 
me know whether we may hope wtll from the Gland 
Signior, and what is reported at the court where thou" 
a({» anTSTth^ be any Kkelihood of making wai afrefh 
againft the infidels. 

My health is indrSerentdi 1 live here without fufpi- 
don s and though Cardinal Richlieu be an Argus, he is 
blind as to wh^t concerns me $ for he knows nothing of 
' my buJinefsi or fo' at leaft; jidther do 1 do oi 
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lay any thing which may make me fufpccled for an'enc* 
my. < 

I aiTure thee I love God, have a great refpcA for hia 
law, and follow my buhnefs with great fidelity. If thou 
wilt have me do more, advertife thy friend «f it, whom 
thott knowell j (how me the example, andlive happily. 

Pans, ad of the xoth Moon, of the Yctfr 1541. 

' ' % 


IX.—^To Berber Mustai’HA, ai Conjlantinople, 

E have arrived to^he end of the year, whiv.h ihc in¬ 
fidels fokmnize by bonefircs, and which I mark by an 
extraordinary fadnefs, I complain, not, in that Time 
making itfelf the mafter of my heart, will fooii begin to 
weaken it. I underAand the folly of ihofc vows which 
(,are made to Heaven for the obtaining of a long life.—• 
.Tliofe that defiie it are wont to iruke contiary ones, 
-when they become overwhelmed witli the infirmities 
j which attend for> the moA part oM age. The occafion 
of my complaints is of another nature \ 1 am tioubled 
at the being. fa far from my friends and country, and at 
my. being baniAied into an enemy’s country, where I 
mu A live like a man that is in continual fear, among peo- 
.|de who feem.to matter nothing. 

Thou art now above fifty years of age, and I not 
above two and-ihirty $ and yet 1 know thou reAefteA not;^ 
much thereupon* thinkipg thou had Aill a long time^ to 
live. Thou art df a Arong conAitutim^ avt a lov^ of 
pleafures,fearchiag them everywhere without any thpughta 
of death, who wiU ipare thee no more than others whofe 
health is decayed ; for ** he comes, taking great Arides 
towards us alii” Thou art very fortunate, I muA nefds 
fay} in conferviog m a body fo near oki age|, ,j^ypW)g 
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man’s fpJKl t which is far from my difpoution ; for when 
thou art in piirfuit of divertlfementa, I am contlnuaUr 
thinking' of death; becaufe I believe I have lived too 
long. 

Should the k'rjj*, or cardinal!, near whom I live, know 
tills night, that Mah -nut who writes to thee is one of 
the Grand Signior’s fp es, I fliould lofe my life, pcihaps 
before the neiU light; Yet the fear of fuch an adventure 
gives me no difquict, having entirtrly facriiiced myfclf 
ij the mailer 1 ferve, who commands all men on the 
rarili. Should thefe barbarians put me to death, 1 fhalL 
only fiiiKh a littk foontr that colirfe which I mull cer¬ 
tainly one day put an end to ; and I live, I ihsd! have 
neither, recompenfe to^expeft, nor pain to apprehend. 

Here is much talk about the Duke of Lorrain ; yet 
there has been more done againft him than faid. The 
Prdnch affirm, that in llripping tliis prince of his coun¬ 
tries, be 'has been ytry mercifully dealt wdth ; for juilicc 
required more.* There * are, on the ctjntvary, other peo¬ 
ple who do not believe it is poffible to do a greater piece 
of anjullice.' In hne, every man fpeaks after his manner. 

It is faid, moreover, that this fovereign being- come 
again into the king’s favour, '^ho had given him a thou- 
fand teftimonics of good will^ after what had'paifed in 
1654, when' this court had great reafons'to* complain of 
hit ccndti^, he drew down again afre/h the indignation 
oft France upon him, by a fault which cannot be excuf- 
ed. X think this duke had concluded |vro' treaties 
yeaii|t.<prom(fing^ubmiffion and eternal obedience. He 
had the honour to dine with the king { and having ren¬ 
dered him hoiAage for the dutc1i:)r of Bar, he again threw 
himfelf into the arms hi the Auftrialis; althongh he had 
' IWom' on the gofpels (ar book nt much refpe^led amongft 
dieXIHrhyaii^ as tlas Alcoraa isartiotfg die tjrue ftiidiful)',. 
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that he would never forfake the interells of France, what 
wars (bever (he mightHfind; that he would be perpetual¬ 
ly fixed to the jnteretts of .that crown ; and never hold 
any correfppndence with the Houfe of iiuftna. In co - 
fidt^ratlon of whicli* Lewis ihould re-efiabhfii tins prince 
in liis ^ftates, which he was to furrcndci entirely, bat ng 
fome places, and the capital, ed Nanci, winch he 
would retain during the war, as a pledge for the perform¬ 
ance of what he had fworn to ; and which yet was to be 
given up, after the conclufion oi the peace. It is added, 
that tins fovereign having occafion to complain of the 
Spanifix tninifiers, and Aie *grandees of this nation, who 
carry on .the war in Flanders, he had wiitten to the Cardi¬ 
nal Infant, governor of the Low Count’-ies, a letter to 
this vpurpofe, and very near in thefe words: 

{l^iic Ring of France having required me to join my- 
felf with .my, troops to his army near Sedan, I would 
nojt-obey.this puifiant king, much lefs your highiiefB, fee¬ 
ing t^e^iowiiBofubje^ to the Spaniards treat me as if I 
wc»ie,^nienemy.”i w 

ladies have had a great part in this accommoda¬ 
tion df the Luke of Lorivti.i; which lias had, like all 
th^ works pf women, a direful event. This prince, be¬ 
ing, become, amorous of a French lady, was for repudiat¬ 
ing lawful princela, to whom he owes all his eilate ; 
beginning to feparate from her, that he might give him- 
ftlf, entirely to the Countefs of Cantecroix^ whom he 
ufed as his real wife. 

^ood people arc forry fpr this |^inc^ 7 ditgrace, a^e- 
licviog bis condition to he pall remedy. The devout 
part fay, that having been unjustly deprived of his 
eftates, God will work miracles in bis favour; confider- 
ing no Icfs than three hundred faints, they fay, have 
been o£ his. family, whidiu muft. neexkiiecoQede him tot 
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the favour of Heaven | amongft which is the famous 
Godfrey of Bullcn, who won Jerufalera and all Palelline 
from the Saraceps; whom vve mufl own to have been a 
great man, whether we conhder his» courage or 7,eal for 
his religion, which ought to make his memory famous to 
all ages. 

I can tell thee nothing moie certain on this fubjev^V, 
having cncleavv)urv,d to be informed of what I wiitc to 
thee to fatisfy thy curiofity ; and wliatever I no.v recite, 
has pail i.i France with little noife, or ratlier with great 
filciice as to me ; for indeed I mull with fhame conltfsj, 
that 1 have Icarce heard in Paris this e«cnt, fo famptrs 
throughout all Kurope. 

' Man has nothing but what cpmea frpp heaven, and 
commonly the ftrongdl, he baa, right^on his fide, 
fubdues the weak, and eniioheehi^ottlf with his fpoi;s.,.,vj 
* By the law of nature, every irne has ‘.right of Judg¬ 
ing‘his own neicdiiivs, aud the grcativds of the danger 
wherein he finds lirnirdf; and if it be contrary to lea* 
fon I fhould be judge of .my owp d^inger, it is reafe^n^ 
able another (liould be fo. But the fame rcafon which 
eftabliOies another judge of what concerns me, has made 
me his judge j and confequently gives me authority to 
judge of the fentence which fhall give again ft me, 
and to decide whether it be Jud when it fs favourable to 
Vhfit or unjuft, if it be contrary .to my interefts. ^ [ 
*|i'Nature lips given all to men} and, thoq andj, and pQ 
men, have an equal right to all things| hepef we have 
pmaer to do wffhteverSve will, jto poflefs and enjoy /v^t 
we think is fitting; and y^t fuch an extqpftve right ia 
juft as if we had right to> noting } ..for at the fame time 
I have right to a *Aiing which pleafes me, another 
ftaonger than njyfeilff by wrtue.of the lame right, takes 
Itjranime^fuid.eiyfiys it in Ifute of me. Hence it % 
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that one man invades another vpith the fame right with 
which he defends himfelf; whence do, and will fpring up 
always, the occafions of jeidoufics and difeords which are 
among men, which make them at continual dehance 
'with one another, and keeps them in a con^nual 'watch- 
fuliicfs over their neighboiii t>. 

It is this liberty founded in nature which makes it 
law^ful in time of war to refill and invade, not only by 
open force, but with all the fecret aits and ilratagcms 
that can be devifed} and when a man would avoid the 
danger he is in in Baiting, and has his enemy in hia 
hands, he'has a right to ufc all n^eans to avoid him, and 
fecure himfelf from him. ^ 

Thou wilt approve of thefe refie^ons, which fhow 
thee the natural right thou halt of commanding me, ai 
being thy inferior; and 1 hope, by what 1 have written, 
to have fatisfied thy curieffity; and by my fubmiffion and 
obedience, to have given thee a proof of my profound 
refpefts tdThec. 


Paris, 7th of the lall Moon, of the Year 1641. 


X.—To BaonaDiN^ Superior of the Dervifes of Cognyt in 

Natolla^ • 

t 

Let me, moll holy atid patient dervife, falute thee with 
my head bowed down to the ground, writli the gfeateft 
hUfuility I am able. 1 now writewith my feet 
naked, without either hofe or Ihodf, as a mark of my*re- 
fpefil and veneration which I have for thy old age, and 
the admiration I have at thy incoriuptible innocency. 

The kindnefs them ihowelt me by the long letter I 
have received, has given me fuch joy as cannot exprefs, 
as makes me forget my pad paii)«, and hinders me from 
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thinking of thofc which are to happen to me ; for I can 
now wiliingly leave this world, having bad fuch teftimo- 
uies of thy affeftion. Thy great age does not aftonifh 
me, feeing thy father, who is yet alive, is one hundred' 
and feven years old, and thou not above eighty-two 
which makes me hope to fee a great while yet, both one' 
and the other, draw down by their prayers, and merit of ’ 
their good adtions, the blcffings of Heaven on the glo¬ 
rious empire of the Ottomaas, to whom all the em^ 
pires and monarchies of the world ought to fubmit.— 
The thirty brethren- who prefented themfelves to Selhn, ' 
to be enrolled in the troops which were to’fervc againft: 
the Perfians, made the failier, who had them all by oat' ’ 
woman, to pafs for the happieft of all the mufltilmans, in ' 
having the good fortune to beget fuch a number of the 
moft noUe fpecies in nature. But thou and thy fiither - 
tnnd needs he more happy than this fertile parent. Thp 
father has fought and come out vidliorioiM from the per- 
▼erfity of the age, full of fcara and fufferings, through 
the force of his courage, the innocency of his manners, 
and his great fobriety; and as to thy part, what haft 
not thou done to make thyfelf the wtrrthy fon of fo gio-' 
rious a father P Thou haft not only done what thy fa-*' 
ther did before th^e; thou, haft acquired the fame vir¬ 
tues, and haft fo far outdone them, that one may fay, 
th(|tt haft furptlTed rirtue itlielf. Thy ftrength is admir- 
•bfe in the midft of abftinencies, and other aufteriti^ , 
whicli thou undergof ft } in which it is certaso thou cahft 
Bot<d>e imitated But Yleaven, to whom only thou liveft, 
wift recompenfe in this World thy pure faith, which the 
enemy of mankind can never weaketu 

The ChnftianK fay, when God gave them the com¬ 
mandments, he promifed long life to fuch only who per- 
Ic^y honoured tbofe, who, under God, brought thcoa 
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into the light. If this be truci as it is very Ukelyy it is 
not to be doubted but that a long life is the rccompenfc 
which God gives thofe who live well: ji^^nd the Naza- 
renes, who are critics, alErm, that liu alone is the caufe 
that men do not live fo long as they did before the de* 
luge, for then they rentalncd fuch a while in life, as 
would tempt one to think they were to have been im¬ 
mortal. They fay^ rfiat after the deluge, God changed 
the nature of men ; and inilcad of that gieat number of 
years, which made up the couife of fo long a life, they 
cannot live at fortheft above one bundled and twenty 
years, and lliat there areTeyv which anive to eighty; and 
w^ever is beyond this is mifery and torment, or a kind 
of fenfeleifuefs which makes men like beads. 

X know few people but wliat are agreed, one may cure 
or^mitigate the incooveniencies which happen to us; but ^ 
feyr are of opinion that life, can be ler^thened ; yet, if ^ 
this be puHible, we may th^ believe a dory w'lxich is be** i 
lieyed here, and which happen^ the year pad in Paris. , 

An ancient man went to a dervife of this great town, 
and tliifs accoRed him, I am come, reverend Faiher, to 
know of you,, whether I may in good confcience deter¬ 
mine to live no longer, being quite weary of living; I ^ 
have already arrived to the one hundred and twenty-nintk 
yew of my age, by means of a liquor whicli chemidry hat 


taught me, whereby 1 did fcarce perceive from any thinjp 
I felt that 1 was going down ; yet, however, this long . 
life appears at prefent to me irkfomegnd intolerable.— . 
My Uood is fo purified in my veini<ftlm*x have remain¬ 
ed-without any of thofe padions where unto mankind ai^ 
generally fuhje^. My tade ferves me uo longer to dif^ 
cover the delicacy of meats. My cars, although they 
be not deaf, yet will not let me didinguifh ^ue harmony 
from what is only a confulion o£ founds.* Mittc eyef ' 
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ar^ open to fee, but are not cleared witjb any pbje^t.— 
My faculty of fmelling is ftruck with fcents, yet they 
make no impieiHon on it. I touch, but 1 fed npt what 
1 touch; and I touch all things indifTcrently. ■ Mine 
heart is no longer fenfible, nor afFe6lcd with tender,nets 
and paffion for my friends. Bile in me has no longer its 
ufual heat. Joy and forrow, anger, defire of having, 
hope and hatred, are extinguifhed in me ; whereby 
1 am become infenfible in conferving, if I may fo fay, 
all my fenles. I am rcfolvcd thercfoic to let myfelf 
die, provided you can aflure I may do it without fin ; 
for fl)uul(l 1 remain two days without taking this preci¬ 
ous elixir, 1 am certain 1 fhall foon expire, and fo be de« 
livered from the vexation which overwhelms me.** It is 


faid that the dervife anfwered thispbilofopher, “ That he 
might not defire death, but, on the contrary, preferve 
his life ; and fuppofiog he made ufe of no fecret of ma- 
^ic to prolong his days, he (hould believe that the mar¬ 
vellous potion, of which he bad found the fecret by hts 
ftudy and travel, was a prefent from Heaven : That it is 
true, he would be rid of a troublefomc life, but he could 
not procure the end of it without a crime) and that he 
was obliged to prefer ve it, to fuffer with greater fubmif- 
£ion the pains he complained of, which could not be com- 
|rarable to the pleafures he had received, by enjoying tlie 
gift which God had befi;owed on him.*' 
t The Great God preferve thy days beyond thofe of this^ 


phiiofopher, an^e^s^rcompany them with whatever,, may 
give thee fatis!a&ion: But I befeech him, above all things, 
tliat be may never let flip out of thy memory the promife 


thou hail made me| having always a particular refpedi 
to thy fervant Mafemut, wlio reverences thy hoUoefs. 


Paris, J5th oTthc lft MooB, of the Year 
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XL—7*0 the Redouhtahle Vis^zx Az*m. * 

I MAKE thee an anfwer, invincible warrior, by whofe 
coitnfels the fonnidable empire of the Ottomans is go¬ 
verned under tlie orders of the moft mighty of-tlie princes 
of the earth, and whofe arm is terrible to all the poten¬ 
tates of the world. I have read thy letter, wherewith 
thou honoured the moft fubmilTive of thy flaves, with all the 
humility which is due to thy fublime grandeur, whereun^ 
to thy merit has raifed^thee. And having call myfelf at 
thy feet in fpirit, feeing^ I cannot really kifs them, I 
obey the orders thou fciidell me, which ate to me in¬ 
violable laws. < 

Banniere, the Swedifti general, is dead. When Pico- 
loihini, one of the generals of the emperor’s army, lay 
juft by him $ in half an hour’s time he faved himfelf, tbt 
army, all the baggage and cannonv and retired with in'- 
credible fwiftnefs over mountains and forefts,' where thie 
ibeafts'alone could make palTages, having continually thb 
<*iEmperor*8 army at his back. He was a man of great 
kbatf had been highly fehdccable to the crown of Swedl- 
dtind; and acquired'the reputation of an excellent com¬ 
mander. ' The emperor had offered hkn fome time befoiv 
great necompenfes, and the dignity' of a prince o£ t^ 
^em]^re, if he would chmij^ his mailer, and fdrfake 
confederates party. He had offered^ thirikmg 
«^tfiight more^movelumf to make him general of his army 
\agamlb the Gnmd 'Bignior; but ail thde bf- 

/fera,' his fidelity being unmoveable.*^ ■ 

*' This gfreat captain was born^ib Swedehuid, and wlien 
a child, he fell’down' from a h%h pdndow, without re¬ 
ceiving any hhtti which made the king imagine Heaven 
defigned him for fomething extraordinary# f|e tray^ed 
much in his youth, and he was feen nevor tiixd in rith- 
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to all places where there was any war; fometi'mcs 
in Poland, and other whiles in Mufeovia ; and being be¬ 
come general of his king^s army, he foon acquired the 
reputation of one of the greateft captains of the north¬ 
ern parts. He was perfcftly Ikitled in the art of en¬ 
camping, and no body could ever better chaw up an army 
for battle. His way of retreat from before an arrtiy 
llrongcr thdn his, muft needs be admired by all the world. 
He ever chofe good pofts; and wlicn once he vras pof- 
feded of them, he knew well how to keep them ; fo that 
he was never defeated, whateven forces liis enemy might 
bring againft him. He lias deftroyed fourfeore thoufand 
men in different rencounters, and Swcdcland glories in 
having above fix hundred ftandards. He was fo like 
King Guflavus, that they have been often taken for one 
another. He was never covetous, but was obferved to 
be a good hufband., Among fo many occafions wherein 
he fignallzed himfelf, what he did when the Swedifh 
army was worfted at Norlinge, is moft remarkable ; 'he 
preferved tKe reR, though wholly forfaken by the allies ; 
aiM fo ordered the niatter, that he raifed irefh troops al- 
moft in an inftant, and gave his party time and cj)urage 
to rife up. And this is all I could learn of this great * 
caj^tain, whofe reputation has given thee this curiofity. ' 
AUhougTt Don Duarte de Brag^nza, the new King of 
Porthgai'*s brother, ferved with great reputation in the 
emperor's army ; yet it is faid, the Spaniards had been 
very urgent wltihs^ifi^pionSrth, to make him, be appre¬ 
hended, as fodn as ever theji" heard the king hrs' brother 
was raifed to the throne. Biit, if is* laid, emperor 
was* fcandalized 'with l^ich a pr^pbfition, alleging thir 
wodd be againft the nilb bf hofpitality. But the em- ’ 
prefab conMbr'tbtmd ^fueb t^lbna In his disunity, as 
brttoght ■ 
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iota the Spaniih minifter^s hands, \vho conducted him 
with a very.ftrong party to the caftli: of Milan, whence 
he is not like to ilir out till his brother (hall reilorc the 
crnwn of Portugal to Philip IV. of Spain. 

I (hall write what remains behind to the i^imacham, 
who has the honour of being thy lieutenant; that I may 
not tire thee, who art to be reverenced as the iiiftrumcnt 
of the will of the mafter of lights, and all whole hours 
are dedined to the government of the world. 

May it pleafe him, who of nothing has created aU 
things, that thou mayefljay, one day, at the feet of the 
Grand Signior, the crowns of all the monarchs, who 
command in the infidels countries, and become thereby 
the arbiter of the univerfe. 


Pans, iSth of the id Moon, of the Year 1642. 


XII.—To the Kaimacham, at Cor^anttnople^ 

This king here has mortided his parliament, by the ad¬ 
vice of .Cardinal Richlieu. The parliaments are bodies 
of learned men, who decide all affairs in the kingdoirii 
ns well civil as criminal; and the parliament of Paris has 
a larger jurifdidlion than all others, and as conddeKabte 
prerogatives. What 1 have to fay on this fubje£^, has 
happened from the beginning of the^d year; and now 
Jl relate it, bccaufe 1 forgot to do it when the thing liap. 
pened : And I will inform thee, enter on the 

matter, what obliged heretofore the kings of France to 
fet up this great feat of judice. 

The ancient kings of France gave.it authority of ap¬ 
proving and verifying the edicts and declarations which 
they (hould make, which was a‘bar which thefe wife 
princes would fos betwe en the people and the fovereign 
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authority. Whence it rippearct^ that monarchy was mix¬ 
ed with arillocracy, wiih /iit -vvhich the wife have thought, 
that ftatcs could not long fubfift ; and the princes of 
this age have fubmittcd to a tribunal re-eftablilhed by 
themfelves, the refolutions they lake, to the end they 
may difeharge themfelves towards God, to whom they 
are accountable, as well as other nren, and to obtain con¬ 
fidence from tiielr fubjcdls, in taking from amongft them 
ai’biters to regulate them. Yct they have ever referved 
the liberty of making ufo of their abfolute power, as ia 
feen in their letters patent, where they foiget not to in- 
fert thi-fe words, “ Forfncli is our \.ili and pleafuie.’* 
Tliefe monarchs aUo thoindit hereby to have found 
out a way to defmd tlKMn^elv^.^ f.om the iinjiortunltiea 
of the grandets, who often denrandtd fuch things which 
could not be gianttd without prejudice to the whole 


kingdom. 

The authority of the now reigning Ling being out of 
danger of being niakcn (’r dellroyed, tliis monarch hav¬ 
ing hib cKcliequer well iliored, his valiant and experienced 
captains, ftout foldierb, and numerous armies, and 
fleets of fnips at fea ; whereby he would make known to 
this puilTant tribunal, that if it had been fet up to alfift 
the kings by its connlds when required, ytt it n ull nor 
pretend that its deer ccs fhould become laws to then fo- 
vereigns.' He went^o the parliament with all the marks 
of grandeur with which he is ufually attended on thefe. 


days of cei'cmoiiY^md with fuch a great corapaiyy of 
lords as made tlu \ '>Tt‘r of this mouarch eafily difcern- 


'm 

cd. He gave theie gentlemen to uuderftand, he would 


have them, ratify, witlmut more ado, the orders be would 

• e 

fend them, which they term edidls, requiring them to he 


immediately eq^egiftered. He afterwards gave them an 


eapreis charge, not to concern themlclves henceforward 






difpofer of graces and ofHces, and beftow recotnpenfcs 
to riicli as deferved them. He added hereunto tin order 


of giving an account every year to his chancellor of their 
deportments, and to come and leceive every year his ma- 
jefty’s approbation to continue them in their offices ; and, 
as a mark of his indignation and authonty, he put by 
the prcfident and fome counfellors from their places. 

This bold and politic aflion was done (as I may fay) 
in the mldft of dancings^nd divertifements, the moic to 
denote the monarch's authority, and in the time of fuch 
magnificent feaftings as became the pomp of the greateft 
emperors, in the palace of the cardinal, for the marriage 
of his niece, Mademoifclle dc Brexe, with the prince of 
Conde’s eldeft fon, called the Duke d’Anguien ; a prince 
fi L'm whom the ^\orld cxpt‘<^l:s great things, and whom all 
France believes will prove one of the famoufcH princes 


m Chnllcndom. 


The Catalonians arc obftlnaLe in their revolt; their 
deputies have been already feen in this court, to entreat 
a good fijpply from this king ; and it is not to bo doubt¬ 
ed but they will earneftly fue for his pioteftion ; And 
France has already feat troops near tliofe parts, and Its 
licets appear on the coaH» to cncoiuagc this nation and 
mortify the Spaniards. There are a great many troops 
,raifdd here ; and thus monarch will have in the fpring 
tight* armies, commanded by gen^-nt*».of great valour 
and experience, befides thefe two Qeiftts; fo that Ger¬ 


many, Lorrain, the Low Countries, Catalonia, and Italy, 
are like to be expofed to the miferies of an Impoverifli- 
ing war. Only Germany ftems to be able to defend it- 
felf. 

« 

The vaft genius of' the French miniftcr aftonlfhcs all 
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princes of Europe ; he breaks all their meafures, and 
makes a fecret war againil them in their own courts. 
Nothing can efcape his vigilant care ; he keeps his own 
fecrets fo ilrii^ly, that his nearelt friends cannot difeover 
them. His power and authority arc fo great, that the 
princes of the blood arc nothing in comparifon of him ; 
and his fame makes him as much refpc£led abroad as at 
home. 

His friends afHrm, he is ignorant of nothing which is 
projetElcd in Europe. England is the place which he has 
lad attacked, its civil wars owing their original to his 
’ deligns. 

I pray Heaven favour thy jufl pretendons, and every 
day incrcafc thy heroic virtues. 

PariSi 15th p[ the ift Moon, of the Year 1(14.2. 


XIII.—7b //je Mofi Excellent andMojl Fmrahk Mufti, 
Sowreign Prelate of the Holy Religion of the Faithful 
Miffulmans, 

H B of whom I wrote fo many particulars, fome mooiib 
ago, to obey, as I ought, the exprefs command thou 
iaided upon me, not onl) is dill living, but is mure ab- 
folute than ever, in what concerns his minidry. Yet is 
it falfe that this cardinal finding nothing more (as thou 
writed to me, it is talked of in Condantinoplc) to fa^ 
tisfy his ambltuM^ which puts him dill upon defiring 
fomething farther, oeing become the abfolute mafter of 
what depends on the kingdom of Lewis XIII.), had de« 
figns of making himfelf abfolute tnad'..r of what con¬ 
cerns religion. But he was too knowing a man, to de- 
fign the being the fuperior general of all the French dcr- 
vifes i a thing wliich neither the King of France nor 
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the pope would permit. 1 rather think this iiiiniil<!!r's 
defign has been to fiibjcdl all the Chrifti.in princes to his 
'maftej**s interefts. 

The Ottoman empire would have fome reafon to be 
afraid, were all ihc Roman prelates wile enough to choofc 
this mail for their pope. Wc fliould fee in a Ihort time 
all Afia agitated by his intrigues againll the followers of 
the great Mahomet; and thofc that follow Ali would 
not enjoy a much greater fecurity. Thou knoweft that 
the grcatcil marks which the popes can give of their 
piety during their ponJ,Ificate, is to ftir up wars, and 
make leagues againlt ujto overthrow ourempiie. Thihk 
then what this great nun would do, were he the hea4 of 
the Cluiflians, with iliofe abilities, and great intelligences 
which he every where keeps; feeing, that being only a 
fubjcifi, and minifter of one prince, he fo governs him* 
felf, that there is ifo nation, how far foever diHant, but 
holds its c) es open on his conduct; and a pope being 
always chofen from amoiigd the cardinals, and the pope 
now reigning being very old. It may happen tllat tliis 
dan^cious man (hall be chofen. 


Thou, then, whofe pure life makes us believe thou art 
a faint, pray the Great God to hinder fuch an event, 
which will, without quedion, dldurb the empire of him 
whom he has chofen to hun.ble all other potentates, and 
(how on earth the greatnefs of his power ; and, rather 
tlian fuch a misfortune fliould befall us, pray him that 
has created all things that this mp ^j;«,e,ye8 be opened to 
know and embrace the true faith ; for it were better (if 
I may fo fay without dlfpleafing thee) that this cardinal 
fhould be a bad mufti at Conflautinoplc than a good 
pope at Rome, at the head of all the Nazarenes. 

It is faid that a foreign king consulted this oracle 
(for he is held in as great vesemtion as if he was one), 

II a 
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wl>at conUui^l hc'fliould hold to live fecurely: dud it is 
fatd the cardinal made this anfvver, ** That kings (hould 
live in fear, and then they would live in fafety ; it being 
certain they w'ould receive no puifun from the hands of 
thofc who do not prefciit them their diinls., no more than 
they can receive wounds from thofe whom they keep at 
a great diltance from tliem. Thofe who will not flatter 
them will not deceive them ; and where they fliall think 
themfelves in greateft fafety, that w’ll always be the 
place of greateft danger.” 

I am perfuaded, grave and wife prelate, thou wilt ap¬ 
prove of the anfwer of this minifter. Julius Ca:far lived 
in the midft of combats, but died in the midft of the fe* 
nate. 

Next, after God, it is before thee, great minifter of 
Heaven ! that I humble myfelf, entreating thee to re¬ 
ceive gracioufly the profound refpcdl of thy Have Mah- 
fnut. 

Parts, «5th of the Moon, of the Year 1642. 


XJV.—To his Mother OucouMiCHE) at Confiantinoph, 

It may be faid I have efcaped from a mortal ftckae&, 
EDid remain in life only to hear the complaints of my 
friends, wlio rocite to me their imsfortuaes; and of my 
kindred, who me with the lolTes they hiive 

fuftained. Thou addeft, my dear mother, a new torment 
to the pains L already fuifer, by ftiedding fa many fruits 
leis tears*’ Ob ! how. cruel is my country, that givea fo 
n^any occaftons of affliction tO' thofe to whom flic haa 
given their birth;!' Thou ha^ loft the greateft part of 
vhine eiUtc.'«ui.«f Conftantinople, and death 
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has deprived thee of thy fccond hu(band. I vti 9 but A 
child when my father died, fo that I could not then 
judge of thy grief; neither was I fcnlilde of my own 
lufs. Now that 1 am a man, I enter into thy fenti* 
ments, 1 ihare in thy giicf; and (liall do all*l can to com¬ 
fort thee. ' 

Thou haft loft thy firft and fecond hufband, and thou 
haft reafon to affliA thyfclf. If the firft was an honeft 
man, it is certain the other loved thee extremely ; and 
the charms of thy countenance have not a little ferved 
thee to acquire the afte^ion of thefe two huibands, which 
thou kneweft how to keep by thy complacencies and 
blind obedience to their wills; and by fuch a priident 
carriage ns, one may fay, thou wouldft force them to 
love thee, hadft thou not done it by the charms of thy 
beauty. 

But what (hall we do in this tlty extreme afftidion^^ 
and in the troiiblefome condition I am for the gHcY 
thou endureft, which mingles my ink with my tears ? 
Yet we muft endeavour to be comforted with a firm*^ 
refolution not to afRidt ourfelves but at the lofs of fuch 
things which will never be in our power to recover; 
thou at the lofs of the reputation which thou haft ftc(- 
qutred of a virtuous woman, and I at that of an *hone^ 
man. ^ 

When my father died, it was not all the philofophy 
nor eloquence of the Greeks which could comfort thee ; 
thy aiHi<Stion was ftrongcr than^-afr'ilicir reafons; and 
when thefe ofticious comforters had forfaken thee, thou 
foughteft cafe to thy trouble in a new fpoufe. Him now 
thou haft loft, but now thou art ftill in a condition from 
hindering this lofs from being irreparable. Thy virtue 
has never been queftioned, and t|iou art not as yet fo 
old but thou mayft think of another hufband. Seek 
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thif4> which rhay make thee foi^ct thy forrow fot* the 
fecond ; and if thou fttided him not immediately, or if 
thou iiadft fome trouble in feeking a like comfort to thy 
afB^Aion, receive in t})is h ttei the tears of another mo¬ 
ther, which VI ill lljow thee there is a woman of a far 
higher condition that is more afflicted than thou art. 

Par ;s is Hill full of the cries and figbs vr’’hicli come 
from a princefs of the firft rank. She has now loft a 
great prince, her fon, who is flain in a battle which he 
had won by a ftrong army of which he was general. 
Read in my letter the lively arxl V’nder cxpreiTions of the- 
gtief of this illuftriouB mother, which draws compaifion' 
from Ills, enemies, who are forced by the rules of civPity 
tb'tnake her vifits. Thus does (he fpcak every day and 
luktr to perfona who cotne to vilit her; and, when there 
iS'hd'body, fhe thus fpeaks to lierfelf. ‘ 

This urtfortutiate woman is not a moment withoi't’ 
%hing; arid one wduld think'by her Inngnsrge fhe* ini' 
ti^ded to rtcal the foul which bds qnitied the body^f,’ 
her fon, the unliappy Count of SoHToas t Poor Count# 
tfsfoh fo tenderly loved, and fd greatly deferved it# where 
iVthy body'now to be found, dyed in blood and in that 
of'diy enemies ? What vidory ? Where are thofe 
Hous marks that (liould gite me fo great joy, and whieh ' 
me fuck caufe of dcfpait ? Why did I bring thefr ■ 
f^h ufto the world, unfortunate fon, if I muft fo foon 
1^ thee ? Miferable mother, unhappy fon ! How ait 
tiiou a conqueror whOi^fee no other tto|ihy of thy viflo- 
Tj'‘than thy death! I hear from sfll that the Count 
it**vidtoriottsi and yct I hear etieryWhere'that his'enemies- 
rejoice.' ' I fee, dear foo, 'all £hy domefties that-followeil 
^ thbe,' return withodt woandi, and yet I do^not fee iheir 
matter. Notre of them can tefl'me where h^k, and in* 
vrdtat place their general lias* who fbdght with fo grekt 
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valour and Aiccefs to his party ; but they are aU agreed, 
the battle was won, that my fon is a conqueror, and that 
he has loft his h'fe. Unfortunate fight, wiuch has made 
equally bewailed, the death of the victorious general by 
his mother, and the defeat by the vanquifiied! Would to* 
God thou hadft been vanquifiiecl, thou mightft have lived. 

I fhould not have been in this condition of following 
thee, : <1^ would have been no fliame to have been de* 
feated, % would have been only a misfortune which 
would have been common to ihce witli Pompey and. 
Hannibal, to whom antiguity had nothing to impute, but' 
theij^ ill fortune. A fincere reconciliation, a pardon, op. 
a peace, might make all that is paft forgotten, A»yo-: 
luntary exile might have appeafed the king's anger, and; 
perhaps difarmed. the cardinal; my fon might have lived«' 
France would not have been troubled, a mother would 
not have been at this day comfortlefs, and the Count’s 
enemies wquM not have rejoiced at his lofs. But, to my 
nothing of. tliia has happened. Alas! the ftay 
an illoftrious family is de^: Unhappy mother i how are' 
all thy* hopes vanished ^ .-But, good Qod, bow wal tbis' 
my dear fon taken out of the WQirld i I know but too 
well that bis enemie^laid continually fiiares for him* 
thanks b fee my foo*! murderers give him the .deadly^ 
ftroke in the heat of the fight, and in the inftant he was 
going to enjoy Hs viCiory. Ah, my dear fon ! Ah, 
fortunate mother I Why did I not breathe out my laft 
on the dfii^d body of this fpn, fo ^' orthy the efteem of 
all th^ woddy pud ,wbopi f fo dqAly loved f Why didik 
not thou,^,^00, powerful miuiftcr, give me the mortal blowtr 
rather than let me fee fo lad a tragedy i Do you kill me 
tha^ihear me ; qr thou, my fon, give me thy liand» de* 
feend into the grave where thou art Jie boried. 

** But my reafon fails me i J. 0»uft^ for nvy fon’s ho» 
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nouk*, ilifle thcfe motions of wcaknefs. It is true, he 
lives no longer ; but he died in the bed of honour, with 
his fword in his hand ; he died full of glory ; he died 
vi£loriouft ; and, even in dying, vanquiihcd his enemies. 

“ Let us ctjfe from (bedding tears. But what do I 
fay ? lie died dnalTuiated, a vidtim facrihced to the ven¬ 
geance of his enemies by the blacked treafon it is clear j 
and yet I would live ; No, I nauft die ; let us imitate the 
greatnefs and courage of thofc illudrious women, who 
threw thcmfelvcs on the pile whereon their hufbands were 
burnt: My fon is more dear to me ; let us then die, and 
W'eep no more: theic tears are fruitlefs; but let us live, 
feeing Heaven ordains it, and let us live to die every day: 
I (hall liavc ever prefent before my eyes the death of, my 
fon j I (hall fee every day his bloody body ; I (hall con> 
tinually remember his refpedt, his tendernefs for me, and 
1 (hall never forget the tender and violent padidn which 
1 had for this fon, for whom alone I lived : But at lead, 
«ruel cardinal, redorc me his dead body. Thou had thy 
revenge,.he is no longer alive; give ' this'fad confolation 
to a defolate mother, perhaps this fight will work the 
thou defired, cruel wretch as thou art; it will 
unite my foul to that of my fon.’' , . i 

, X)ear mother, if thou cand not comfort thyfelf by fo 
great an example of misfortune as this princefs, it will 
be hard for thy fon to fay any thing which can dimfniih 
thy grief. Imitate this illudrious woman, who having 
fudered whatever fonw and dcfpalr can do to a mother 
who loves vehemently, and withTeafon, fuffers hcrfclf to 
be perfuaded not to give an entire viflory to her enemies, 
who triumph dill over her fon, by the grief which they 
fee his death has caufed. She has been ruled by the ad¬ 
vice of her friends, and received great comfort from 
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a letter fent her by the king, written with his own 
hands: 

“ Coufin, the grief which you ftww at your late ,lofs 
obliges me to teftify the Hiare which I have in it, and 
the difpleafure I conceive at the fault of him which has 
caufed it; and though I ought not to be foiry, by rea- 
fon of the conjun6ture wherein it has happened, yet I 
muft heartily condole with you, and contribute what I 
am able to your confolation.” 

I can fay nothing more to thee, my moft honoured 
mother, unlefs it be, that thou fhalt always have in me 
a raoft obedient fon ; Ind if thou takeft a tliiid huf* 

tf 

band, thou wilt be perhaps lefs unfortunate ; but pleafe 
thyfclf. ‘ 

The Great God, who has created all things, and pro* 
vidcs for their necciHties by his infinite goodnefs, corn- 
fort and fill thee with his blellings. 

.Pans, zjihol the Moon, of tiic i64'>. 


XV .—To th^ Grand Signior's Treajuta, 

The prieft which played the tarpaulin, whom the Fiench 
call the Arehbifhop of Bourdcaux, of whom I believe I 
have given thee feme account the loth Ii^oon of tfee 
Year j, 637, has loft the credit which he had v.’ith the^ 
kii^, and is at prefent difgraced. The opinion of his 
valour at court is much IclTcnedjgby his not hindering/ 
with the fleet he commanded, the Spaniards from putting' 
fuccours into Tarragons, a famous fea*port near Barce¬ 
lona. They loft the laft year twelve galleys in fight a- 
gainft the French naval forces j but having fitted a nugh 
tier fleet, they have put into this place tlic fuccours they 
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iiilpndtcl. The aichhlftiop coukl not, or wuulu not, 
hinder them, which will Le the caufe that thit. place will 
not come fo foon under the power of the French. 

It ia faid that this pi date was banifticd France, and 
was ictired into a city filuated on the Rhofne, named 
Avignon, and belongs to the Roman prelate. 

It being a thing very ufual to run down the unfoitiu 
nate, all the world blames this prelate, having not always 
met with equal fuccefs on the fca in the employs he 
fought, and which did not at all agiee with his fun£lion 
of archbifliop ; which he might have performed with ap- 
plaufe, in imitating his predcccfTo*, who was his bi other, 
the Cardinal de Souidis, and who had left him a diocefe 
w'cll regulated, rich, furniihed with gteai (lore of cUuiches 
W'ell ferved, pallors of great piety and learning, whom 
tlds qnan had procured and fettled in his diotefe with 
great oare ; v/hich made bis death extremely lamented* 

'The Catalonians are at length become this king’s fub< 
jc^la; they maintain their revolt with the Fiench forces, 
and ftfengthcu themfelves after the example of the Por- 
lugttefes. They light with fuch courage, that they 
come oil continually conquerors i but I fiiall m.tkc no 
1 elation of their hghts, nor of the blood which is fpllt 
on cither lide, .which are matters I do not care to treae 
ofi 

Cod give thee a contiuiud tranquillity of mind, make 
thee in love witli peace, aod piefcrvc in thcc 'hat vigilant 
fpirit, fo ncccffary for the keeping the treafurc entrufted 
tQ,thee. 

tf the ad Moon, ofthc Year 
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XVI .—To the Kaimacham. 

TL HE cardinal favourite of France has fuch long hands, 
that he makes feizures in thofe places which are not 
i j.hjedi to hib jurifdi^don : and, when he haV made them, 
he keeps them without any thoughts of rtltoring them. 
There is n-^ probability at prefent that this bold politi¬ 
cian will lay hands on wliat belongs to the Grand Sig- 
Dior, however, I have fome reafon to write this. 

Theie iias b'.cn tamed, fome days fince, an illudrious 
piifoner into the caftle the Wood of Vincennes, and 
thou (halt hear this ifew way of apprehending a great 
man in another*b honfe, and in the court of a foreign^fo- 
vereign, who is ahfohitc in his own eftates. This pri- 
foner was appicheiided in the midil of the finell ladies in 
the Court of Turin, at a magnificent ball which ihc 
dutchefs-regerit of thib ellate gave in her palace. It 
w’as this p^iiicefs wlioin 1 mentioned to thee, who was 
widow to Vitlor Amad-cus, Duke of Savoy, and lifter 
to tlie king which iiOW fo happily reigns over the 
FrtTK h. » ' 

The dutchefs, who had a particular contideration fot 
this prifoner, could not behold tins exploit of the cardi¬ 
nal's vvitliout cxticine vexation ; his naitic is, if 1 be not 
rniftaken, Count Fiiilip d’Aglic, a perfon of great quali¬ 
ty, and whofe excellent parts and courage do yet rendei; 
lum more Illullrious than his birth. 

It lb not yet known why tjie caidiiial uudcitook 
fuch a bold Itroke, though it is faid the council of 
France has had great reafons to fecurc the pci (on of 
this favourite. The chief motive 'they fay v^as, that he 
was carrying on fume defigns agamft the intcrefts of this 
crown with the Cardinal of Savoy, whbm it is thought 

M 6 



300 


LETTERS WRITTEN BY 


Vol. I. 


Ire would hare married to the widow of Amadxus his 
brother. 

RichUeu attempted not to carry off Count Philip till 
Iraving made fevcral trials' to remove him from the Court 
of Turin, under the pretence of fome embafTy to which^ 
he would never confent; fo that his obllinacy coft. him 
his liberty. 

The dutcliefs greatly complains and reproaches .the 
hing her brother with the violation of the right of na¬ 
tions and fovercignty; but only her own court are fen- 
fible to thefc complaints, they being not heard in that of 
France; and her ambaflador hal* been feen there in a 
fupplicant pofLure, humbly fuisig for the count’s liber¬ 
ty ; or that he might be fent on an tmbafly to Romo ; 
or at lead wife, that in leaving the caflle of Vincennes, he 
might be imprifoned fomewhere in Paris. 

. The cardinal anfwercd the fupplicatioiis of the ambaf* 
fador of Savoy, that the king his mafter did not appre¬ 
hend Philip and bring him into France, but out of re¬ 
gard to the intereds of his lifter of Savoy ; and that fhe 
might be affurcd that for her fake 1^ Ihould be well 
ufed. 

Thou mayft fee by this anfwer a great haughtinefs 
and fi ivolous reafonings, which fufficiently denote that 
this great miiiiiter dcK^s not love to be contradidted or 
oppofed in the refolution he takes; and if an account of 
what is do <10 in the world muft be given to any one man 
alone, he would take it very ill if it were to any body 
hut himfclf. I 

I fhall not fail to fend thee the books thou required, 
and inform thee the heft I can of the falfe or true Don 
Sebailian, King of Portugal, whom his fiibjcCts do bc- 
« lieve to be dill alive, when I have made fuflicient inqui¬ 
ries into the trutli of the matter. 1 kifs with a profound 
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humility the hem of thy rich veil, on wliich I fafteii the 
lips of a refpeflfal and obedient flave. 

P*iris, 21ft of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1542 


XVII. — To the Reis Effendi, Secretary of the Empire. 

'X'here was found lail night a man dead in the ftieets of 
Paris, who feems not to be above thiity years old; he is 
a Spaniard, and had about him a letter or memoir, which 
it feems he had written to fome confidant at Madrid, in 
thefe terms ; • 

** Cardinal Richlicu told me he did not know the 
hand nor fignature of Count Olivarez’s fccretary‘; and 
that when he Ihould fill up his ligned blank, which I 
prefented him, and let fall the pretended letter of the fe»- 
cretary into the King of Spain’s hands, he faw not wliat 
advantage could rcfult hence to the King of France ■ his 
mafter. I am very willing, added he, that the King of 
Spain ihould fufpe^l tlie count or fecretary of infidelity, 
and of having fome commerce with me; but it would 
not*be advantageous to us he fliould be plainly con¬ 
vinced of 'it, feeing the greateft happinefs France could 
have is, that Count Olivarez’s miniilry fliould be perpe¬ 
tual ; for being the moil unhappy of all the ^vourites 
that have ever been in the place he polfefles, all good 
Frenchmen are obliged to pray to God to give him* a 
long life, and to continue him ever in the king his maf-- 
ler’s favour, to perpetuate by^his counfcls the difgraCeS' 
of Spain.’* 

He purfued his point of raillery in this manner: 

** Of a Duke of Braganza, Olivarez has made a King 
of Portugal; of a King of France, a Count of BarceJo* 
na; of a fovereign buke of Lorram, a valfal; of a prince 
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cdidina), a Icnsglrt-erratit; c»f n Lord of Mojiaulio, a uuke 
and peel of France j and, in fine, of Philip IV. Kin^ of 
t’pciiii, he has made a Count Duke de Ohvarez.” 

Tins n. all I could from fo great and lUullrious a 


gMiiun. 

The jull Gol, VI ho has font us his prophet, ever diretl 
thy a't'ciu, that thou ma)cll eiijoy an happy etmilty, 
and give thee oppoi tunities of doing good. 


Paris, 24th of da «jlh Moon, of ific Year 11,42. 


XVTII .—To William Vospsi, a Ch^tjt an of Aiflrlcr^ 

God be piaiffd, thy patriatch Fh'as, and hia compa¬ 
nion ^ forafir.uch as I fee thou art a faint, and contents 
the religion of the barefooted fiiars, tvhn.hlhou halt em¬ 
braced. Thou lliiiell me up to do good, and encotiu 
rageft me to fufftr, and become feiious enough to re-- 
noonce the pleafurcs of the woiJd> feeing thmi traceil me 
a way fo ncceflary to walk in, in order to airive at Hea¬ 
ven. I did not believe, indeed 1 confefs iti, thou wert 
endued with that conliancy, and was afiaid thou wouhlli 
change; but feeing thou hull llie courage of keeping 
thy refolution, and euduting all tlic inoommodioiifnef^ 
which is to be met with in that kind of life which tliou 
‘ haft embraced; 1 am forry for my fofpicions^ and profefs 
1 haoG all doe elleem for thcc^ I love thee as much as 
one honed man ought to love another, wiio having found 
out tlie true good, has rui|impciuoully after it ( and who 
has pad immediately from a foft and voluptuous life to, 
the feverities of an audfre rehgibn, ki learch of an affur- 
cd port, 'wliich is more ufually found in, fufEerings and 
fltacerations, than in delights and ple.'ifures. There is- 
one idling acnongft others which extreWly pleafes mein 
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the orJler thou haft entered ; all things are in com non 
ainongft you ; one key opens an hundixd doors $ yon 
have no Meitm et Tuitm ; all clad in the fame fafliion, and 
all go barefooted ; you cat at the fame table, and no 
body has better or worfe fare than anoihei. In fine, 
your prayers are the fame, and fo are y6ur vows of po¬ 
verty. 

But prithee tell me, what would a thief have found in 
thy cell, whom I faw yefterday hanged with a key a- 
boiit his neck ? He had the dexteruy of opening with 
liis key all forts of locks, and has done a thuiifand ro- 
gui(h exploits, which ^avc at length brought him to the 
gallow'S. He told tlie people ke died a mod happy man, 
as haying prat^difed wdth gieat fuccefs an ail infciior ta 
none: that the only crime he thought he had bten guil* 
ty of for thefc thirty years was his committing but fraalk' 
ihefcs ; that had he found the doors always open he 
had never entered into any houfc; and heexhoitcd magi* 
ilrates to chailife only thofe who fufTered themfelvcs to> 
be robbed. ^ 

S>pani(li authors have writ ten> there is no law which 
allots^naltics to thofe that rob with prudence and ingenu¬ 
ity. Thus, iky they* do all thoib'vvho ileal wlierewithal to 
appeafe the envious who would accufe tlicm, the witnef- 
fes which miglit ferve to convict them, and the magi* 
Urates by whom they are to be judged; fo that the thief 
that ftlall have ftoleit for himfelf, and for all others I now 
mentioned, diall be ever fent away abfolved; which 
ma^es me. think that .theft is the nature of women^. 
for both one and the other feem itt this day to be ne- 
celfary evils, jnft as keys feem only good' now-a-days to 
preferve what may be ftulcn, and not to hinder it from . 
being fo. 

How many things*has tlie injnftice ol fome people au- 



304 


LETTERS WRITTEN BY 


Vol. I. 


thorifed for the fafegmird of a town ? It is not enougli- 
to have a ftrong garrifon of foldiers ; three elements are 
not fuiiicient to defend it againil a greater power that 
would opprefs it. Tlie earth is railed to make thereof 
trenches; the dcepeft ditches are dried up, whatever 
(piantity of water may be in them, and fire is enclofed in 
cannons, the effefls of which are terrible. If thou fur- 
vcycft Italy, thou wilt find, in feveral towns, palaces 
which have more gates than Thebes had heretofore; and 
if ihou counteft the keys which ferve to open them, thou 
wilt find the iron they are made of to coll more than the 
doors thcmfelves. ' 

Men are not contented to ufc thefc keys according to 
the common ufc they feem to be defigned for; thtir ambi- 
ti<^ makes them ferve for marks of honour in feveral 
princes courts, where they be rccompenfes for fervices, for 
virtue and valour. The golden key in Spain, which the 
great lords wear, denotes, that they know how to open 
the gate of favour. And it is the fame in Gertnapy, and 
efpecially in the emperor’s court. 

Happy was ancient Rome|Avhofe citizens were fo wife, 
that being advifed to turn the front of their houfei on 
that fide where they could not be obferved by ihgii' 
neighbours, they anfwered the architeil, “ We rather de> 
fii[e our houfes may be oveilooked into, bccaufe we do 
‘ nothing wherein we fear a furprife.” Whereas moderir 
Rome, on the contrary, may be tjcrm^ unhappy, where¬ 
in there are not enough gates, and porters of them, 
to conceal what is done ip the moft retired places of their 
palaces. 

It is in this city where luxury grtw to that height Un¬ 
der the firft emperors, that all mens ftudies were to find 
tut new pleafures.^ 

But I muft end this difeourfe of keys, of doors, and 
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door-keepers j I mull not^ expedl to reform the world, 
nor would I weary thy patience. Pardon me my pafllng 
from the cell to the llory of the thief whom I faw execut¬ 
ed, and from the thief to a difcourfe of keys, and other 
things with which 1 have entertained th«e. 1 was fo 
full of It that I could not forbear the difcourfe, no more 
than 1 can now to fpeak of the fubtilty of the Spaniards, 
who have vaunted of the worth of their Efeurial, by the 
great number of the keys which belong to it; like that 
foolifli emperor who valued the greatnefs of Rome by 
the great weight of fpijers webs which were there. The 
Spaniards alErm, there are fo many doors to this ilately 
edifice, that the keys which ferve to open them weigh 
above ten tlioufand weight. 

But it is time to end this tirefome letter. Let me then 
counfcl thee to watch over thy confclence as the Pari- 
fians do over their fliops, to prevent violences. Here 
are fo many great and fmall thieves, that fhould they be 
puhiflied as they were chaftifed in Sytia, where the fame' 
punifhment is impofed on him that is robbed as he that 
robs,.this great town would be foon unpeopled, or be- 
a prifon to an infinite number of people who would 
be found faulty.' 

May it pleafe the great God, who Aiould be adored by ' 
all creatures, to incline the great Prelate (after thou art" 
delivered from the burden of the flelh), to .place thee 
amongft the number of thofe for whom the church has a 
pimis veneration, and refpciSl thy afhes in fuch a manner 
as I hope thy holy and exempla^ life will deferve. 


a4di of the 4th nf the Year 1642. 
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the Venerahh MuFTi, ” 

Tl Hou wilt not think me troublefome, if thou remem* 
bereft the order thou haft given 'me, and 1 ought rather 
to haza’*d the tiring of thee by frequent letters, than be 
accufed of negleft for not obeying thee. Obedience 
muft needs be agreeable where the command is made with 
wifdom. When I write to the Grand Vificr, it is in 
trembling; and if I write to the Kaimacham, I am not 
without hope; and I fend no letter to the other bafias 
without inquietude and great troqble. As to what con¬ 
cerns my fi lends, I divert myfcif in writing to theou^ 
But when it is to thee I write, I may fay it is, that I 
may hope, live, and obtain in the other world that happy 
ftktc fpoken of by our holy Prophet, that life which is 
to be the rccompenfe of all thofc who fhall perform good 
a Along whilft they dwell among men. 

^'Cardinal Richlieu- would willingly be abfolute in mat- 
tei<s of religion as thou art; he would alfo be thought a 
faint, but he knows not boW to‘be one} aind indeed he 
wobld be every thing. However, he does abundance 
of things wHch thou doft and pretends to be above 
thee, hecaufe he does not live as thou doft. This niait,t 
whofe fa,ead is full of the affairs of the woiid,' concerns 
. himfelf in whatever paffes in Europe} one only employ 
cahhot faiisfy him j he is not contented with being the 
faVOurite of a great king, under wbofe authority he^ go- 
veros all things: Some time ago it was reported 
would make himfelf a Jiatriarch. He afpii^s extreme 
high, undertakes the moft difficult matters, and takes a 
Angular pleafure in making ufe of extraordinary means 
for the execution of his projeAs, that pofterky and liifto* 
rians may write, thnt being come into the world with a 
firiall fortune, he died rieh j and being borti In the condi- 
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(ion of a private marii he lived in the Hate of a great 
prince. Obferve, venerable prince of that religion, which 
can alone be approved ®f by him who drew the world 
out of nothing, two remarkable ftrokes of this French 
Tiberius, which I have learned but lately. — 

The caidiiial fent to Madrid incognito a general of cer¬ 
tain dervifes, a man of a ht genius to fccond his own, of 
a piercing and fubtic wit, and very underftanding in fe- 
cular alFairs ; after having given him exprefs order, that 
as foon as ever he fhould be in Spain, he ihould do fuch 
and fuch a thing, and t|^at at his i*eturn into France, he 
iheuld remit into his hands alone the memoirs of what he 
had tranfa6Ud. This monk fucceedt'd very well in the 
'•fflplay he undertook, but in his return the cardinal fent 
an exprefh command to him, to deliver, before he entered 
into France, all his papers into the hands pf a gentleman 
vho brought him his letter* . The de»*yife obeyed, but 
he was dirgiaocd ; and the cardinal maintained it was a 
crime tO'obey on this occafion ; Tor having once receiv*- 
cd an order to eutruil bo body with thefe papers bufe/ 
hhnlc^f^ h« could not be excufed for .ddivering them to<r 
others^ and for this reafon he forbade him to (iet foot withiii, 
the kiiigdotn. This poor religious died feme time after, < 
defperate a% this u^ge 1 and perhaps (his is. the &vf^ 
a tnao has been ptnv^ed for ppo pundlual obtidience. ^ 
it is not many moons fioce there came poit a perfon 
of qusdhy &om Jtaly, who brought conhderable news toJ« 
thcMiaidinaU It is impolTible for me to exprefs the ca* < 
relTes this ,&Y00rite made himpand to denote his joy,. 
he immediately prefented him with a rich diamond, and ^ 
made him hope fur fliU gieater recompenfes > yet this: 
fame perfon that had brought this fo good news was car- * 
ntd to the Bailile cs/oon as he canfe ffixt of. the cardi? * 
nal’js clofet, where he itmaintd for fume moons without 
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feeing any body; fo that he imagined himfclf all that 
while in a dream ; but at length his prifon doors were fet 
open, and the cardinal would fee him, and made him be 
given as many hundred crowns as he had pail over 
days in his folitiide. He accompanied this prefent he 
made him with all the civilities imaginable, and laid thefe 
words to liim, ** Thou art not to blame, and yet I could 
not but puniih thee for my fault, when 1 made thee en¬ 
ter into my clofet as foon as thou cameft from Italy to 
bring me fo advantageous news. The great defire I had 
to know the particulars of the l^ilnefs, made me forget 
to take off from my table a writing of great importance, 
which thou mighteft have read entire ; which contained 
the revolt of Catalonia, the demands of this province, 
and the intrigues of France, which caufed this infurrcc- 
tion ; and the knowledge of fo important a myftery 
might make my prince lofe the acquifition of fo rich a 
province, fo that I could not imagine a more fafe and 
fpeedy remedy, than to fhut thee up in a place where it 
was impoflible for thee to make any ufe of the notices 
thou didil get by my imprudence. But things being at 
prefent in fuch a condition, wherein it is impoflible France 
ihall receive any prejudice, I reftore thee thy liberty, and 
entreat thee to forget the feverity which reafons of ftate 
have put me upon. Receive from my hands the prefent 
which the king my mailer makes thee ; and be pleafed 
to reckon me amongfl the number of thy particular 
friends. ** 

I proftrate myfelf aga*lh at thy feet, holy Prelate, en¬ 
treating thy benedi£lion, and that thou wilt look on me 
as one of thy mofl obedient children, having fuch a rc- 
fpe6l to thy holinefs as is due to the greatefl minifter of 
heaven that ever interpreted the holy Alcoran in the em¬ 
pire of the faithful. 
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I alio entreat thy prayers, that God, having regard to 
the rupplicatioiis which thou lhalt offer him, -would give 
me the grace to live honeftly, and ferve the fultan faith¬ 
fully, and that I may die in the religion of my fathers. 

Pans, 24th of the 4th Moon, of the Year i 64 i 7 


XX .—the Kaimacham. 

The books of the Arabian, Gebcr, are not to be found 
m that language whic^ thou defircft them in; I have 
fought for^hem, I believe, in above two hundred book- 
fellers (hops, and there is not one of them knowvS they 
were ever translated into the tongue in which thou 
wouldft have them. 

It is now fome time iince thefe books have been com¬ 
mon in France; and tliere are fcveral perfons who apply* 
themfelves to Dr. Geber's fcience ; but there is no tran- 
flatlon of them into any of the commem languages of 
Europe. When I inquired for this book, the bookfellers 
alked jne feveral different queftions, and cfpcciaHy,wlreliher ’ 
I fought for receipts to prolong life; Some there were* 
who a/lced me grinning, whether my defign was to fiK 
fome volatile deity ? And others anfwered the queftionv 
I made them on the book of the learned Gebcr, duly by 
a filence, accompanied with fome fmiles; and nt the , 
fame time putting into my hands a book, laying unto ^ 
mcf*** Here is uhat you look for, this is what you* 
want, Monlieur Abbot and tlHs book treated of im- 
polTible things ; of the quadrature of the circle in geo-* 
metry ; of the plrilofopher’s Hone in chemiftry ; of thci; 
peife£iion of the orator in rhetoric ; of a republic, fuch^i 
a one as Plato w'PuH have in his politics ;*and of the 
perpetual motion in the mathematics. * , » , 
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I did not fcem to be much moved at thefc merchants 
dealings with me ; but I found a very honeft capuchin, 
who put me in hopes of recovering the Geber thou feek- 
eft, for he afiuied me he faw it in Chaldee, or in the 
Egyptian language, in a learned nian^s libraiy, without 
giving me any encouragement to think it may be pur- 
chafed, becaufc he that pofTefles it is not needy of money. 

Thou wilt not, petlups, be difpleafed to know what 
this religious told me concerning chemlilry j and lie aji- 
peared to me not only to have learning but experience. 
He aflured rac there were in Paris alone fevcral thoufands 
of men that applied thcmfclves to this exercife ; and that 
there were above four thoufand authors who treat of this 
feience: That King Geber was the moft knowing and 
cleareft tn his expreflions, and yet there are none but 
fuch as are real philofophers, and wholly bent to the 
ftudy of nature, that can cafily underfland him. Whcrc- 
unto he added, there were feveral people who laboured 
with great patience, but fcw with thofe qualifications 
which arc neceifary to find fuccefs; he affirmed, that 
fpeculativc knowledge is fiiiitlefs ; that one mull have a 
long prafticc and continual cxcrcife; that moft people 
labour to no purpofe, becaufe they do not take nature 
^for their guide, uo more than the operations fhe makes 
in minerals; bccaufe, according to Geber, the principles 
of the art ftioold be thofe of nature itfelf; and that it 
is only in metals we can find metak ; and that it is, in 
fine, by metals one can fucceed in tlic maklug of p(;Ffed 
metals. r 

This good dervlfe maintained, that the true way to 
proceed to the perfection of this great work, cotififts in 
the union of the mineral fpirits purified by art, w ith the 
perfect metallic.bodies, having firft volatilized them and 
then fixed them, in conferving all the radical humidity. 
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;ind it( augmenting the natural heat, by a difcrect con¬ 
coction of the compofition which comes by this marvel- 
lous ferment, which makes all this mafs boil, and puts it 
into a fermentation ; fo that this marvellous compoAlion, 
infinuating itfelf by penetration into the moil fubtlc parts 
of the melted metal, by the external hie, and radically 
diflfulving it, it ripens it, and purges it from whatever is 
not of the effence of gold and of mercury, till the whole 
be driven out to an entire perfcClion, which made the 
mailer of mailers, the learned Gcber, fay, that this per- 
feCl elixir being the pure fubilancc of metals, it feeks in 
the melted metals that Vhkh is of the fame nature with 
itfelf, and perfei^s it. ‘ 

Now, as it is impoibble fur the artiil to produce any 
thing that is new according to his fancy, but only to 
join or feparate what nature has produced, Raymund 
Lully would have us underhand, that the body in this 
art is the metallic being, in which lies the mineral fpirit, 
becaufe the metals are notlung elfe but this fpirit, of 
w'hich coiiiihs the philofopher’s hone ; and this fpirit is 
properly the virtue of minerals, in which is contained the 
fpiing of metals. But the famous Geber has plainly 
(bowed that this hone is wholly created and formed by 
nature, to which artift neither adds nor diminifhes 
* any thing, but only makes it change its place by his pre¬ 
paration, which in every other refpeCl is ufelefs. 

This friar affirms, this mineral body, entirely fpiritu- 
oy; as it is, has yet four forts of fuperhuities, of which 
it mull be purged by the hand if the artiil, viz. a gi*eat 
humidity, the earth which is found therein, the ordinary 
fulphur which bums, and the fait which is corrofive ; 
and it mull be purified by calcination, difTolution, fubh- 
mation, and fixation, that there may^ .alone remain th^ 
radical humidity, fixed and permanents which being af- 
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terwards united in an indiiTolublc manner to the perfed 
body, compofes this incomparable body, which is fo much 
fought, and fo fcldom found, and which is an hot elixir, 
powerful to ripen and purify all iraperfed metals, and 
convert them into gold or lilver. 

There is afterwards given an adivity to the gold, in 
reilning it by new degrees of lire, added to that which it 
already had. 

Thus far went our converfation, when an old woman 
came unhappily upon us, and bereaved me of the fatif- 
fadion of learning of this religious fome important fe- 
cret which he feemed inclinable to intruft me with. This 
indifcrcet and impertinent woman ufing the liberty ordi¬ 
nary with the people of this country, cruelly interrupted 
our converfation ; and 1 remained Itruck as it weie with 
a flalh of lightening, when this knoM’ing friar told me, 
that the arrival of this vroman forced him to take his 
leave of me ; and he appeared to be gone, like a man 
that was expeded for fome weighty affair ; when calling 
his eyes on iny countenance, he perceived the perplexity 
and confufion which tliis reparation caufed in me ; and 
to comfoi t me, he faid thus to me in my ear : “ I know 
very well, fiicnd, thou liafl an inqiiiAtive foul, and de< 
fignell great things ; meet me at my jcell, and in the mean 
time I will tell thee for tliy confolation in plain tcrrrts^ 
that it always has been, and always (liall be my opinion, 
tliat to labour profitably, one mufl follow Raymund 
Lully’s rules. This great philofopher affirms, and IJam 
of his mind, that to rn^ke gold, one mufl have gold and 
mercury, and mercury and lilver to make lilver; but I 
underhand by mercury, that mineral l^rit fo refined and 
purified, that it aurlfics the very feed of gold, and ar- 
^entizes that of lilver.** Thcfe arc the very words he 
fpake tg me. 
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BntVn leaving me, I entreated him to tell ’ whe¬ 
ther it was eafy to attain to the accomplifliment of this 
great work ; and what was neceflary for that great end ? 

He anfwered me, it was very hard, which made almofl 
all people defpair of compailing it, there being very few 
people on whom Heaven bellowed the neceflary qualifi¬ 
cations to acquire this precious art} that thefe qualifica¬ 
tions confilled in being a true philofopher, and in being 
perfeftly (killed in nature, in having a patience proof a- 
gaiufl: all difappointments; and that a <^an (hould be in 
the flower of his age, IJ^rong and vigorous to endure la¬ 
bour, well furniflied witli wealth, and indefatigajjle. 
Whereunto he added, that if any of thefe quaUties were 
wanting, one might be certain that the others would be fo 
alfo; that a man who is unacquainted with nature, works 
like a blind man ; and that (hould one fail of fuccefs the 
firft, fecond, third, fourth, nay, fifth or fixth time, in 
the operation, he is a fool that then grows weary, and 
does not again begin to fet at w'ork with the fame cameft- 
nefs and hopes of fuccefs ; and that (hould a man want 
a vigorous health, labour would weaken and make him 
faint; ai)d that, in fine, if one be without fufficient eftate, 
it is impoflible the work (hould fucceed j which demands 
an entire man, and fuch a one as minds nothing elfe. 

* This dervife, moreover, told me as a thing certain, that 
feveral perfons had attained to the perfedion of this un- 
, dertaking, which employs fo great a number of virtu- 
ofo*tf.in all parts of the world ; for were it not fo, there 
would not be that quantity of goffl there is, for all that 
of the Indies was not fufficient to fatisfy fo many people, 
who mind nothing elfe but gaining of it; and that, in 
fine, fuch great treafures which are heaped up, and the 
gold that runs in trj^c, never came qjt of the mines 
which are in the mountains,-but that « great part hals 
VoL /. o 
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been made by artifts. He, moreover, affured me, that 
the overfeers of the mint in France affirmed, as a thing 
beyond all qiieftion, that there was more gold brought 
to them than ever came from foreign parts, which made 
him conclude that the art is true, and that no man need 
doubt that there is furh a thing as the philofopher's 
ilonc. 

This converfation, although interrupted, made me ceafe 
being incredulous ; and if I were an heretic in this matter 
yefterday, I begin now to have faith, and believe : Only 
it is a work extreme difficult; ^nd I do no longer won¬ 
der there arc fo many people who deceive otheis without 
'any dellgn of doing it; and am not furprifed they ffiould 
^“apply themfclves to all forts of perfons, not excepting 
princes; for they believe ftill they (hall meet with fuccefs; 
and not being able to furniih the charges they mufl: be at, 
they ufc all forts of tricks to move thofe whom covetouf- 
nefs renders on this occahon very eafy to be perfuaded ; 
and all in general meet in their operations with great hun¬ 
ger, cold, labour, and fmoke. ^ 

It feems as if that which hindered thofe who have 

• * 

been fortunate enough to attain the perfeAiom of this 
work from communicating their knowledge in thi^ mat¬ 
ter, was the dread of their prince’s power, as having oft 
^experienced that they arc jealous at the riches of a'pri¬ 
vate perfon. Sovereigns cannot endure that a mean 
wretch, born amongft the dregs of the people, fhould 
have in his power wherewithal to make himfdf happy 
and ieveral others, whith obliges them to deprive thefe 
philufophers of the means of working, and makes them 
labour in fecret, and conceal themfclves with more Care 
when they have fialfhed their work. Great men cannot 
eafily fuffer private people to beqpnie xnaftera by virtue 
af this art, and'do all thofe wonders which by this mar- 
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vellou^ metal may be wrought in their clofeta, without 
going to Peru, and ranfacking there the bowels of the 
earth; they know very well that this longed-for gold 
produces every thing; gives reputation; makes tliem fol¬ 
low one, who fled from a man before; corrupts tliofe 
who appear tlie mod incorniptible; opens*lthe ftrongcfl: 
doors ; overthrows whole armies; caufes a man to change 
his mind in a moment; makes him that was a poor man 
^refeiitly talk fentences. Nay, many Chrillians affirm 
tliis metal to be fo efficacious, that it draws the fouls out 


of a doleful abode called Purgatory ; fo that it feems as if 
it appeafed God’s wratS, and brings men to heaven. 

' Thefe afore^mentioned reafons obliged the cruel Diocle- 
liaa tp put to death as many chemills as could be fdund* 
in Egypt, and at the fame time to caufe their books to 
be,burnt, Ufl; the people, who were naturally ingenious, 
being become too powerful by the art of making gold, 
fliojuld undertake a war againit the Homan empire. But 
we And in the ancient writings of the Arjrbians, that 
fes having learned of God himfelf the art of perfe^y 
knobung nature, and that of the converfion of metals, 
and m^ing gold, to write in letters formed of this metal 
the law he preferibed the Ifraelites: He taught it to 
Carun, a poor man, but his intimate friend and near kinf^ 
man; who being be(;ome very rich by means of tbit 
fcience, had heaped up immenfe treafures, and built him- 
ielf forty houfes, which were filled with gold, but were 
all fwallowed up, and buried in the earth by the virtue of 
Mofes’s rod, with the mafler ofi them, whom fo great 
riches had rendered proud, and made him think of with- 
,drawing himfelf from obeying this great fervant of God, 
having falfely accufed liiin before the people of divert 
crimes, and efpecially of having abufed a.virgm* 
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The laft thing which was dflcovcicd in the Venetian 
territurieB) was a great urn found in an hollow cave. In 
tlus urn, which was confidcrably large, there was another 
lefs, and in it tw o pots, one full of gold reduced into li¬ 
quor, and the other of filver of the fame fafliiou, and a 
lamp which feemed to liave burnt for many ages. It 
was known by the charat'leis on thl>, urn that they were 
confecratcd'to the god Pluto ; and there were on them 
Latin verfes which Ihowcd that Maximus Obbius had* 
been the author of them, Thofe then who fay this art is 
falfc, that the bcgitinhig of it Lji he, the middle of the 
work mere fatigue, and the end beggary, have not faid 
true thcmfclvcs ; and jet one cannot accufe them as hav- 
*ing not in fomc fort fpokt the tiuth. 

I bcfeech the Sovticign Cicatoi of all things, from 
whom alone we hold what we know, as being the great 
and wife arthittcl of natme, that he would beftow on 
thee the fcience of the learned Gcber, tint thou mayett 
be as rich as Solomon; but above all tliat he would grant 
thee the fpirit of Aglaus, who was tvtr feen to live con¬ 
tent. 

Pans/ 20th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1642. 


*XXL—To Mehemet, an Emuct Page to the Sultanefs. 

.THE adventure which thou relatedft happened in the fe- 
ragho, /hows that women arc expofed to great accidAiits. 
'Their condition is unhappy when they are handfume, but 
more when they are homely and deformed. The fathers, 
brethren, and hufbandb, guard the fotmer as Cerberus 
guarded the gates of heU ; and the others guard them- 
fclves, and lookion all things wii|;i eyes of envy and dif- 
content, which makes them empoifon every thing. But 
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that which happens amongft us is very different from 
what is in France, where women enjoy a liberty almoft 
equal to that of men. Not but that we fee notable ad¬ 
ventures happen there; witnefs the queen, v'ho is mother 
to a great king, now reigning, and yet liv^s in exile, and 
as a fugitive amongft llrangcrs, through the credit of 
Cardinal Richh'cu, for whom fhe has not all the deference 
he expedted. And an ancient lady (I may call her fo 
now fhe docs not hear me), told me fucli things feme 
(lays pad: on this occafion, which I can fcarce believe my- 
fclf, did I not know th#m to be true from elfewhere. 

I am farther told, that this cardinal, not having fuc- 
ceeded in the defign he had of marrying his niece w^th a, 
prince of the blood, intended (if he could) to marry her 
to the king’s brother: But there is no great likelihood 
but fo able a minilter muft fee into the mifehievous con* 
fequences into which this promotion would bring him j; 
for it would undoubtedly draw on him the hatred of aH 
the great* people in the kingdom, and I would not & 
mentibaed at Conftantinople for the author of all the 
ncws.talkcd of at Paris. 

But it is certain this prieft fent the chancellor, a vener¬ 
able perfon, and by his office a man of great authority,^ 
to feize on this prlncefd’s papers, in hopes he might meet 
with fome letter which might favour that dcfign4 Thq 
chancellor executed the order he had received, but found 
nothing of what the cardinal pretended ; fo that this 
perffeution ferved only to manifefl: this princefs’s vir¬ 
tue, who lives in fuch a manned as may not only ferve 

as an example to all queens, but all the women in the 
world. 

Some time after, this far^e chancellor being come to , 
compliment the queef on •the birth of ^Ihe dauphin, fhe 
him in a compofed manner, but very pleafantly, that 

o 3 



LETTERS WRITTEN ET 


318 
this vilit was 


Vol. I. 


iHt was^jery different from that ihe had received 
hum him^ aisout a year paft. 

ff perfons that are feated in the higheft degrees be 
not feciirc from the bold attemps of thofe who are iiifi- 
lu’tely below them, and who arc horn to ferve them'; 
the licdutirul Circafiian fliould jcomfort herfelf in the niif- 
fortutie fl^e had of being accufud. If her innocency be 
well proved, flie will be the more pleafing to Ibrahim^ 
and the falfe accufation laid agaiidl her will be a new 
charm to him ; whei'eas fliould flic be found guilty, w'e 
f muff grant flie deferves the moft dreadful punifliments for 
living violated, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, the facred 
njj;hts of the feraglio. 

" Hovvever, the young Perfian was found diigulfe^'m 
apparel in fome of the neighbouring ilables^^ 
, though he in the midft of the torments Ke fuffwra 
died witlibut GoufeUing any thing, y4t it cannot he laid 
^^e^ u,iuoc|ntj^ after fuch an atl^mpt.^ 



Jf/he pr^c gaflty:' 

' ij^eave not on writing to me ; and if it be poifible pc not 
7 of loving me. I fpeak in the prefence of our holy 
iipiict, 1 love dice with the fanve affcdlion as ever, and 
dare not utter an untruth before him. 

♦O/J ' 1,'.; 

Paris, 20th of the Jth M^'on, of tlic Year 1642. 

f’ 'V ‘ si ' j (< 

^<6. XXn.«—To/i&e Kaimacham. 

f nij '•'f - - ’ , ’ 

T 18 about fixt^^cars fince Don Sdoaffian, King of Por¬ 
tugal died in Afric, by the hands of the Moors, and ycl 
his ful^edls will believe him^ftill living. ^ 
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He parted from Lifbon in the year 1578, in^the dc- 
fign of re-eftabli(hing on hia throne Mulcy Mehemet chc- 
ri(F of Africj.whom his uncle Miiley Abdtlcmelech would 
bereave of his kingdom ; but in cifetl, to endeavour at 
the makinji himfelf mailer of Barbar^^ 

O * ( 

His army confided of a thoufand fail, well furniflicd 
with provifions, few folditrs, but a great many nobility. 
This piincc was not above five-and-twenty years of age 
when lie formed this cntcrprife : He was a ftrong bodied 
man, of a moderate ftalure, but well fet; his hair was 
yellow, his eyes great a^id full of fire; his courage was 
not inferior to his ftrengtli, and he had no violent inclina* 
tion to pleafures, which generally take men’s hiinds off 
from gallant adlions ; he was temperate in all things, yet 
very forward In undertakings, and always firm and im- 
ijpov^hle in greateff dangers. He was a great hufband 
Ifis revenues ; employing them in lus fubje£l8 defence^ 
.<ir to the increafe of his own power. He was agreeable 
to all thofe that waited on' him; and in the freed con- 
vernations he took care not to difoblige any one by, Oiarp 
raiUery or' diftalleful fay mgs $ and fo merciful was he,' 
that he avoided all dccafions' of condemning his fubjeds 
to death. He paffionately loved war; but it is thought 
the expedition into 'Afric, whereia he periihed, ca(ue 
fr9m Spaniih counfels. ^ 

D. Sebaftian was killed, fighting with an invincible 
cdubige. The Moors fay, that his enemies were fd' 
ch^rpicd with his coui age, that his death drew tears from 
their eyes. ' ' 

He was forfaken by l:is own j mortally wounded near 
the right eye-brow ; and pierced Avith darts in fcveral 
parts of his body. He had no wound 40^1118 head, be- 
caufe he was armed; but he had a gicat one in Iris arm, 
which feemed to come from a muflret-bullet. It is faid 

, 't 
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he wa9 buried in the field, near a Moor, ithout any ce- 
rcnjony, prayers, or coinpany of his relations or fubjefls. 
And this wiis the end of this great king, iKrho mad<^aU 
Afiic at firft to m-mblc. 

Although the Moors rejoiced at the death of fo piiif- 
fant an enemy, yet his friends bewailed his raisfoitunc. 
The kingdom of Portugal celebrated bis funeral in a 
magnificent manner, and the King of Spain proffered fc- 
veral thoufand crowns for his body, to bury him in a 
manner aiifvvcrable to the dignity of his birth and merit; 
and four kings have fince fupplic^ his throne j yet there 
was foand a man bold enough to maintain in the face of 
all Italy, that he was really D. Sebaftian, King of Por¬ 
tugal. He prefented himfelf at Venice, in an alTcmbly 
of the wifeft magiffrates in Europe ; and he recited to 
them the accidents of his life, the hiftory of his prede- 
ceiTors, the misfortunes he met with in Afric, whence he 
retired into Calabria. He did more; for he firipped 
himfcIf before this illuftrious affcmbly; he ffiowcd them 
fcvCBteen marks on his body, which were acknowledged, 
with aftoniffiment, by the Portugiiefea thcmfclves, to be, 
-at leaft, very like thofe which they knew their fovereign 
had on his body ; and he alfo ffiowed that he had one 
hand greater than the other, and a lip dlfproportionablc in 
th# fame manner, which were the well known marks in 
the perfon of Don Sebaftian. He talks of ambaftadors 
which he fent to the republic j he cites the anfwers he 
had received; and all he fays is found conformable to die 
truth. He anfwers hcfitation to all that is ob- 

jeAed; which makes feveral of the feiiate 1)ellcve him 
to be really the king, and othe/s take him fr.r a vilch. 

But, In fine, this prince, right or wrong, is led away 
to prifon, at the folicitation of thj Spanifli ambaffador, 
whcrC’ having Idng lain, he is fet^at liberty, under an 
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obligation to leave the Venetian countries in three days 
time. 

Some Portuguefc, moved with companion, dlfguikd 
him in a dervife's habit» and condu£led him fccretly to 
Florence, to txanfport him afterwards to Rome, but the 
Great Duke of Tufcaiiy caufed him to be apprehended, 
and fent him to the viceroy of Naples. He pvefented him- 
fclf befoic him witli his ufual confidence, and»furprifed 
all that faw him and heard him fpeak j and feeing the 
viceroy uiicovered, he faid to lum with great aflurance 
and gravity, “ Be covered. Count de Lemnos :** which 
obliged this minifter to ^k him, “ By what authority he 
took on him tliis boldnefs To w'hich he anfwered, 
♦* That his authority was born with him, and that he 
feigned not to know him ; and yet he ought to remem¬ 
ber that King Philip his uncle had fent him twice to 
him, and that the fword which he then wore by his fide, 
wa^ that which lie then gave him.’' 

The fentence which the viceroy gave of him was, that 
he was an impofior, who deferved to be ftnt to the gaU 
leys, and ihould not long be from them ; and wherein, it 
is faid,\he died fome time after. 

Yet the Portuguefes have been per funded he was their 
real king, and do ftill continue of that opinion, there 
being nothing which is able to make them change it. 
Some perfbiTs in the world will have him to be a inagL' 
cian, others an impofior, and the moft ignorant will have 
him.tp be a devil, or really the king hlmfelf. 

This is not the firfi ejtainpie of^he boldnefs of an im- 
poftor. Rome faw heretofore a man that had the auda- 
cioufnefs to publifii he was the real Pompey who wasc 
killed in Egypt by the cruelty of the young Ptolemy. 
The Queen Artemifa ^found one Artemius, who had fo 
great a refemblance with Antiochus her^hulband, whoitf 
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fh« ha^ caufiid to be murdered, that he was hot 'known 
when he put himfelf into the bed of the ' dead king; 
pretending to'Be This'prince fick ; he, reec»fitfflleRded Av^ 
temifd to his fubjciEl's, and did -fereral things ftlVdurf<'of 
this princefs. Under the reign of Tiberius, was there 
not occafion to be furprifed at the bold anfwer which a 
Have made to this emperor ; who queftioning him, how 
he .made himfelf Agrippa, anfwered without hefitation, 
” In the fame manner thou haft made thyfclf Ciefar.” 

The Don Sebaftian I mentioned, has not been the only 
one in the world; there have been two others; one of 
which departing out of the Ifle of Terceres, who had 
great refcmblance with this prince, went into Portugal, 
where he laid he had miiaculoufty efcaped from the 
'battle he loft in Afric; that he faved himfelf in woods, 
and leturned into his kingdom, to give peace to his peo¬ 
ple, and deliver them from the tyranny of ftrangers; 
but having been conviAed of impofture, he was put to 
death. 

' It is faid, that another being come difguHed in the ha¬ 
bit of a pilgrim, to Madrid itfdf, and having had a long 
and fecret conference with King Philip II. (by whom it 
IS fufpeded he was known for this unhappy prince), was 
by this king’s order faid to be poifoned in a banquet gi- 
him by Antonio Peres, 

* (hall write fcvehll things to the invincible vificr, of 
which 1 deferred to give him notice, becaufe I would be, 
" certain of them, they being of importance; and it lypuld 
*^ve been great lightn^^ in me to have written them on 
ihe firft reports fpread amoAgft the people. 

Receive always with the feme goodnrfs, the marks I 
give thed of my obedience; fend me thy orders and coun- 
fels, which, I pray him that has created all things, may 
^1bk‘'jj;bo4'Bad p^fitablc■'tb'thi cinpiri of thofe precious. 
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onesy iv'hich he lias enlightened with liis truth | <to the 
end, they may arrive at the eternal glory and plcafiircs pio- 
miiedi as from lus part, by his holy Prophet $ and 1 alfo 
pray him' to preferve thy life and authority. 

Pans, a4th of the 6 : 1 » Moon, of the Year 1641.^ 


XXITT.—To the Venerahh Muiti, Prince of the Religion 

of the ‘Turks, 

Xi i«» not known whether it be the recompenfe of a good 
jvr bad aftion, which Cfardinal Richlieu has fent with fo 
great fecrefy. Thofe that give an ill interpretation to 
the bell things, fay it is not to be fuppofed there could 
feiit in a dark night, a mule laden with gold to an 
unknown perfon, but this muh denote fomething very 
cKtraordinary; and thufe \vhp pretend to know mpre 
.than others, arc fometiines t^orc ignorant than thofe who 
pretend to know nothing. For who can penetrate into 
,jftjhat fo cifafty miniller docs,in the retired jdaces 
his clofct ? Hu aftions arc , fo myderlous, that whcin 
-he loViltb towards the e.vfl.,^ his defigns lie a direct con*? 
trary >va)% He deceives thofq who watch him moft nar¬ 
rowly. 1 cannot inform thee then of any thing ccrtaii^ c 
The matttr is vanoully related; but thus I think it watl J 
The cardinal caufed> fume days paft, to be loaded on a 
mule, a gicat fum of money; he ordered him to whom* 
he cnLruited the conducl of him, to go into a wood at 
fucli an hour, telling him he flicmld Hnd a man of ruch,a 
flature) fuch a coloured hair, and in fuch a habit, wl^o 
was to fay certahi words to him ; whereupon he was to 
deliver the mule with his lading into hi, cuftody. It is 
faid this perfon found the party deferibed, who would 
not receive the pcefdlf, it being .not the full fum 
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Upon ; that this being related to the cardinal, hef' fent 
the fame perfon with the fupplement of what was want¬ 
ing to tlie Aim promifedi the night following, where 
the unknown perfon received the full payment. If this 
ftoiy be true, as it is affirmed here to be, this is an odd 
kind of'way of making prefents or paying debts. 

But thou mayefl be aflured, this is not the firll time the 
cardinal has paid his creditors in this fort. 

I have been told for certain, that there being arrived 
at Paris a ftrangcr ill clad, of fmall llaturc, and without 
any attendance, he made him be ji.iid down immediately 
upon his arrival fix hundred thoufand crowns, without 
any body's knowing what became of fo happy a creditor, 
nor fiom what merit proceeded fo high a rccompenfc j 
though fome people affirm, that fo great a fum is fallen' 
into the coffers of the Swedifti general. 

Receive charitably the marks I give thee of my obc* * 
dience and defire wliich I have of giving thee fatisfaflion, 
and entreat our great Prophet, that I may be worthy in 
the other world to kifs thy feet, and be acknowledged 
to be of the number of thofe for whom he has written * 
his holy Alcoran. > ‘ 

Paris, ajth of the 6th Moon, of die Year 1642* 


XXlV.— 7 b Berber Mo staph a, yJ^aat Cotiftantinopk* 

I CANNOT tell whether ihou haft knowledge of the^ufe 
of defiances which are in|ile amongft the Chriftians when 
they are diffatisjied or offended with one anothe-, which 
they terra a£ls of honour, or the marks of a gallant 
fpirit. 

• This cuftom of, duels is become fo common in Italy, 
Slid d^cciallj in the kingdom of Na^eSj that the.greateik 
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affairs? as well as the fmalleft, are therein decided by the 
fword ; and the gentry affirm this to be the bell: way* of 
terminating their difputcs and quarrels; whicli belonging 
only to them, cannot be referred, nor lo well determined 
by the grave and cool proceedings of courts oi jidlice. 

This invention of deciding thefc diffinences by aims, 
cither with the fword or piftol alone, in a cl<jfe or open 
field, naked in their fliirts, fo that one has no treachery 
to fear, is a way of drawing fatisfaftion for the injuiiv.s 
received, found out by men of great coinage, who more 
efteein their honour th^n their lives. The uflendcd per- 
foo fends a challenge lo him from whom he has received 
the injury ; this note of defiance is exprefled in choiiic 
and elegant words whicii invite and prefs the offender to 
fight, in fuch a place, on hovfeback or on foot, clothed, 
or in their fhirts, lingle, or attended by an equal iiumber 
of friends, which they call feconds, with fword and dag¬ 
ger, or fword alone, or piffol. If the challenge be re¬ 
ceived, he is civilly treated who brings it, and it may be,' 
has rich prefents given him. But before thry fight, the 
enemies embrace as if they were reconciled ; and then in 
an inllant, following the inclinations of their hatred and 
revenge, they wound one another, they fpill each other’s 
blood, and oftentimes their fouls go out furious, through 
the wounds they have made. 

Thofe that have the honour of dying in thefe combats 
do oft refufe their lives, which a generous enemy would 
givjc^them, believing they cannot live without fhame, 
ffiould they receive them from aP|enemy. 

But the Roman church, as a note of the horror Ihe 
conceives at thefe comoats., ffiuts heaven’s doors againft 
the fouls of thofe w ho leave this life without doing pe¬ 
nance, denying burial to thofe who die in the field of 
battle, or yield them^iDly that which is grRoted in Tone 
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parts ®f the Eafl; Indies, to certain women who profti- 
tute tlicmrfeWes, wbofc corps are thrown a prey to the 
biids of the fidd, and other animals who live on carrion* 

It is not only in Italy people kill one another in lingle 
combats; it is tlie fame in France amongft the nobility, 
who manage theft, combats in a dlffcicnt fort. The beft 
fiicnds teai one another on the fmalkft occafionjand they 
prepare for a duel in fiich a manner, as w ill appear ta 
thee wdtlicut doubt ridiculous. 

Tlitfc enemies fup together the night before the com¬ 
bat, and often He together in the fame bed. The friends 
which ferve as fcconds do the fainc; a^d when they arc 
eome to the place where the) be to fight,’a friend is 
forced, by the maxims of honour, to cut his own throat 
(with the man’s he perhaps moll loves : Nothing happens 
more frequently in Paris than tliis kind of combats; and 
they produce feveral adventure.s, of which I would giv$ 
thee an account, had not I a pai liculai ilory to tell thee 
on this fubjc< 5 ):. It is of a challenge 01 a Spanifli princei 
lent to a king, whofc crown could not exempt him from 
a letter of deiiance. * 


, ,,Thau haft, without doubt, heard of what has liappcn- 
cd in Lifbon, where Don John dc Braganza has becnclc^.- 
and proclaimed King of Portugal, as the true heir of 
royal race. Thou knoweft alfo, he dnove.the Spa- 
laiards out of hib kingdom. The Duke of Medina Sidonia, 
a grandee of Spain, and this new king’s brothcr-in 4 aw. 


^ould not hinder himfelfirom being fufpc6ted of having un¬ 
derhand aflifted this prince to afeend the throne; whether 
it be true, or ao artifice of his enemies, God only knows ; 


But however, it is certain, that the Count Duke d'Oli- 


varez, the King of Spain’s chief minifteV, fent an order 
him to appear at court, to juftify himfelf from this fuf- 
pjeioD i he thought to clear himfelf perfe^y from the. 
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jcaloufits of the Catholic King, by feudiiig a challenge to 
Don John of Braganza to oblige him to fight with lum; 
which letter of defiance was conceived in ihcfc teims : 

** D. Gafpar Alonzo Perea Gufman the Good, Duke 
of the town of Medina Sidonia, maiquis, couQt, and lord 
of tlie town of St. Lucar of Barameda, capLain general 
of the ocean, and gentleman of his Catholic Majeily’s 
cliamber: 1 fay, that John of Braganza, who was never 
but a duke, calls himfelf King of Portugal; that his 
tieafon, known to all the world, is dctcilablc, and in abo¬ 
mination, for having thrown a ftaiii on the faithful houfe 
of Gufman, which has ne\ci failed in any duty to her fo- 
vercign; and for this rtafon 1 defy and challenge to a fing^le 
combat, body to body, with fcconds or without feconds, 
this Don John, heretofore Duke of Braganza, leaving aH 
this to his choice, as alfo the arms or weapons, and place 
isf combat. Written near Valencia d*Alcantara, where 
I (hall expeft foui fcore days news of him ; and the laft 
twenty days I (hall tranfport niyfelf into the place he 
(hall appoint, accompanied, or alone, wdth fuch arms aS 
he (hall prefcribc. 

Not only the tyrant of Portugal (hall be advertifed 
of my challenge, but all Europe and the whole %vorldl 
I pretend to make known in this combat the infamodS 
atftion* of Don John ; and in cafe lie does not accept of 
this defiance, and fails in the duty of one wdio is born a* 
gentleman, I defire this Ling, who is only a phantafm, 
nja^ perifli in fomc fort or other : 1 promile to give my 
town of St. Lucar, the princiryl feat of the Duke of 
Medina, to him that (liall kill him. 

“In the mean time, I entreat my lord, the King of 
Spain, to give me no command in his armies, but to 
grant I may only ferve him as a volunteer, with a thoo-* 
iimd horfe, which iVill maiotain at my. own diargCy tiB 
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that fcrvii.g him in this manner I may help to recover 
the kingdom of Portugal, and may bring along v.ith 
me, and c?fl: at his Majefly^s feet, the Duke of Bra- 
ganza, if he will not fight with me m the manner I pro- 
pofcd,** 

If thou fiiowtfl; this letter of defiance to the janizti- 
ries, that militia, which is terrible to all nations, whom. 
nothing cun rtfift, w'hen they execute the Grand Signi- 
or*s oiders, they will tell thee what fucli a challenge re- 
cjulresj fiom mc’ii of courage, and explain to thee the 
lawG wlucli people of vulonr prtfciibe to thcmfdves. For 
iny pai t, who am ignorant of the art of war, and the 
maxims of uich as make profeflion of arms, I lhall not 
make any judgment licrtiipnn, only take the liberty to 
a(k of thee, if the King of Poitngal accepted the com¬ 
bat and killed the Duke of Medina, which of the two 
would have been declared infamous ? Whether there be 
any cert.iinty in the decifions made by arms i I am wil¬ 
ling to think jufticc is on the fide of the conqueror; but 
if, on the contrary, the event of the duel be uncertain, 
T take it to he a foolifli thing for the duke to expofe 
himfelf, and thus affront the king his brother-in-law.' In 
fhort the duke’s prudence is not to be admired on this 
occafion ; and Braganza has had the advantage on his 
fide, feeing he has (bowed by his conduct, tJiat htr is cf- 
‘ fcftualiy King of Portugal.. 

I cannot but call thefe Chriftians fools who fuffer fuch 
cuffoms amongff them, and yet adore a Mefiias, who is a 
Gpd of Peace ; and who call us Barbanans, when tlkcy 
arg the only people that feach us, and all other nations, 
the art of lingle combats, which is the moll pernicious 
cullom that can be introduced amongff men, who cut 
one another’s throats oftentimes on flight occafions, and 
be^me prodigals jof that treafure w!ch which the Im* 
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mortdl^lins eutiafled them. NtAlicr ^'aa 1 ^Jiy mote ap« 
^jrove of kings and piinces of the fame belief making 
war vsith one another, as we fee evei-y day amongll tbofe 
who profefs the Chriiliau rch’gion i which* )tr, as far as 
I Cull find, fearccly permits a'.y wais, but fuch as aie dc- 
fenfive. ^ 

Pill don this tedious IctUi, excufe my conje£luies in 
it, and lionoiir me with thy rommands, which will be 
lefpeelcd by me as fo many obligations* 

Pani, 2jth of the 6 th ^^oPn, of the Year 1642. 


XXV.—To the Invindhie Vi si er Az f. m, at Cotiftantinopk. 

1 

We hear of nothing now-a-days but wars and con- 
fpiracies, feditions, treafons, infidelities, and revolutions 
of ftate ; and it is in the kingdoms of Vice wherein thefc 
plagues of Heaven make thefe diforders, I mean in the 
Chriltians countries. Infidelity reigns amongfl^the people 
of Catalonia, England and Portugal; the revolutions 
which bave happened In Barcelona have no example; 
the' Jefiance or the' challenge of a fubje^i to a king, as is 
that ot the Duke of Sidonia to the King of Portugal, 
as his brother-in-law and his enemy, docs equally furprife 
all the World. We have rcafon to think that God is 
angry with the Chriilians, when we confider Flanders, 
Ge’tnany, Italy, and the front ieis of Spain, pefiered 
\ itkvdiich they make oee Pi'- iiiift another. The 
ammofity of moll of the great oplt of Fiance againll 
the cardinal favourite, iridi..ccb iIkiti to kiy plots againft 
his ilk ; V, htncf' w*. may kc, tl^at great places are good 
for Dott. i.g but to exjjole nten to great dangci'.. The 
lall con{]>iiacy difeovtred againfl; tlu' hfe,of Don John IV. * 
ofPoit'igal, railed fo the throi'c by the nobility, and 
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betrayed by tbe fame nobility, not by tbe wlicJle body of 
them, but by a fmall number of thofe who had taken an^' 
oath of fidelity to I»im as well as the reH, does plainly 
fhovv, that there i*? nothing in this world whcrton a man 
may rely with any certainty, and that here are many 
people who undertake juft aftions by the motions of an 
ttnjuft and tuibuleiit fjjirit, which cannot fufler things to 
remain long in a quiet ftate, and afpire continually after 
change, and to wliom every thing is good that is ncAV. 

I flndl relate to thee in few words this laft event. Thou 
haft been informed of the others by the letters I have 
written to thee (invincible Genefal of the Ottoman ar¬ 
mies, and fteward of the emperor’s laws, who is fovcrcign 
of fovereigns), and by thofe which the Kaimacham and 
the Bafla’s have received from me, who are obliged to 
'give thee an account of whatever comes to their know¬ 
ledge. 

Several of the great ones in Portugal, and among!! them 
fome of the new king’s kindred, hatched a confpiracy a- 
gainft him, and refolved to put the kingdom again into the 
Spaniards hands, and entirely ruin the family of Bragan- 
7a. The principal author of this confpiracy was Tioa 
Sebaftian de Mattos, Archbllhop of Prague, the Count 
Duke d’Olivarcz’s creature, to whom he owed his for¬ 
tune. The chiefs who confplred with this feditious 
priefty were the Marquis de Ville Reale, and the Count 
N d’Armamar. Thefe two men, of great birth and credit, 
foon drew ftveral otheis into their party, fome by the 
hope of recompciifes, and others through wearinefs of 
obeying their new fover^gn, or weary with the new form 
of ftate, which they thought might change to their ad¬ 
vantage. They long held a fecret intelligence with the 
.Catholic King’s council, who promifed them all pofliblc 
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1 

^ tifriftatict.- foi the execution of tlieir tlefign, and after that 
infinite recompenfes. 

This confpiracy was to produce a dre?dful tragedy, 

V.herein all the blood of the royal houfe and family of 
Biagaiiza was to be f}ult. 'i’he king w-es to be the lirft 
vidim, with his children a»Kl the queen his wife. D. 
Duaite alfo w’as to be put to dcatli, who w'at. kept clofc 
prlfoncr in the cafilc of Milan. A domeftic, afTcdionatc 
to liis mailer, and who w'as attentive to what pall, deli- 
veied tlic king and family of Braganza out of this dan¬ 
ger. lie w^as ordinal ily tinployed in fccict iutiigues, 
and made frequent com fes into Spain, to difeover the 
defigns of the Court of Madrid. He met by chancy in 
an inn, a man who feemed of a mean condition, born In 
the kingdom of Bohemia, with whom having entered in- 
to a Arid fricndfliip, as it happens ufually among travel¬ 
lers, he came to difeover he was often difpatched by the 
Catholic king^B principal miniAx’r on affairs of great 
weight; and that he expedled in a fliort time to raife his 
fortune to a confiderable pitch, being entruAed wnth 
pacicets of letters containing things of the higlieA im¬ 
portance to the ftate. The crafty Portuguefc foon dif- 
cerning he might get lut fecrcis of great concernment 
from* this imprudent man, for the good of his mafter, re- 
folved to kill him in a-defart place, where they w'ere to 
pafs; ivhich he did, having fuff made him drunk with 
. A ring wine. As foon as lie had done his work, he Aript ‘ 
hint,^rd found letters aad ian.! udions to the confpira- 
Uirs, which lie fpeedily carried to C)on John, who there¬ 
by difeovered the whole confpiracy. 

Otheis fay, that D. AlpKonfo of Portugal, Count dc 
Vcimiffa (having been foliciled by the Archbifliop of 4 
Prague, who though^ he could cafily brlhg him into the 
confpiracy, being difeontented at the kin*g for taking aAfc 

2 
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way from him a great office), went to hisfovereign, and 
freely difeovered to him the confpiiacy which had beerf^ 
made, to deprive him both of his ciown and life. And, 
it is added, that this Count appeared fince one of the 
hotted of the accomplices, till the very iuftant wherein 
they were to execute their projeft ; at which time they 
were apprehended and punilhed as they deferved. 

Others fay, the Duke of Medina Sidonia, the king^s 
biother*in-law, who appeared to the aceomplices to be 
of tlie plot, gave notice of it to the king his brother. 
Ill fine, the confpirators were executed in fcveral places 
after different manners, where the people aflcmbled, de- 
ttfting their cume, fliowing great fatisfaftion in their 
deaths, and bleft Heaven for preferving their fovereign. 

They were apprehended one day, wherein the king 
declared he would appear in public ; an^ all the nobility 
being met, he caufed tlie guilty to be called one after 
another, who were all made prifoners without any dif- 
turbance. In the mean time, as many troops as were 
near Lifbon were in arms ; and the people alfo took arms 
to defend their prince, if need required. The inqujfitor* 
general was treated as guilty, for knowing of the cob*' 
fpiracy and not difeovtring It. The great treafurer, 
Lawrence Pides, who kept the keys of the firft court of 
the palace, was to enter in the night with an hundred* 
men well armed, and begin the tragedy. The naval ar¬ 
my which lodc at anchor in the port of Belccm, was to 
be burnt; and there were them in each veffcl, wh'^^'were 
to fet them on fire. IJ^ie four corners of the city were 


alfo to be fired, to the end that the people, the foldicr& 
and guards of the palace, being bufieJ in putting it out, 
nothing might hinder the execution of their defign ; and 


thc^ood archbifhop was in the mean time to 
t-'^ubhifc, bcarnig ^ibout in his hand wmat they cal 


to appear in 
call the ho^y 
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facramwt, crying with a loud voice, “ Let the law of 
Jefus llourifh, and that of Mofes die and come to an 
cud.” 

The Marquis de Villc Reale, and the Duke dc Gamine 
his Ton, near of kin to the king, have lod their heads on 
a fcaffold, with the Count d’Armamar and Don Augu- 
ftin Manuel; and the people beheld their death without 
any compallion, only (howed feme regret at the lofb of 
the young Duke of Gamine, who pafl'mg before the bo¬ 
dy of his father all bloody, threw himfelf on the giouiid 
to kifs his feet, alking him a thoufaud times pardon, 
though he was the auftior of this misfortune. There 
were others who fuffei ed a more ignominious deatli, who 
were not only hanged but quartered, and thofe parts bf 
their bodies fet up iu fevci al places fvjr an example, and 
to put the people in mind that fuch attempts fcldom 
efcape unpuniflicd. 

As to the Archbifhop of Brague, and other ecclefi- 
allics liis accomplices, they are kept with great care in 
prifons, in cxpediation of commiflioners from Rome, 
without which prelate’s confent they can do nothing far¬ 
ther to them. The king wore mourning four hours for 
tl\e Marquis de Ville Reale, and the Duke de Gamine 
his fon, according to the cullom of the Ghriftians, who 
arc wont to apparel themfelvcs in black for the death of 
their kindred, to denote the forrow they conceive at their 
lofs; and this ceremony is termed mourning, which 
fopietiines lafts a whole year. I will writtf to thee the 
particulars of what may happen in the war which is now 
carrying on between the Spaniaras and Portuguefes, who 
perceive already on tlicir frontiers Gaftilian troops ; and 
(hall not be wanting in any thing which may mark my 
zeal and exadtnefs. 3 
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An hippy flavc will Mahmut think himfclf if#he ca’ 
acceptably Icrvc the iniincILlc vilier, by whom the grc:^ 
empctor of the faithful difcuveib his will to all the people 
ef the uniM'rfe, whom Cod has created to obey him. 

Pari'j, 25th of Jjic 6th Moon, of the Year ^6^ j. 
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